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SERMON I. 



THE SWELLING OF JORDAN. 



JsaEMiAH xii. 5. 



Q 



Hoiw milt thou do in the swelling of Jordan i 



LTESTIONS sometimes occur to us, and are 
proposed by others, which are of little moment : here 
is one of unspeakable weight. 

We are naturally fond of life, and are occupied 
in its various, pursuits : we have also our circle of 
endeared friends, to whom we are affectionately at« 
tached. But these ties must be dissolved. The 
day 18 not distant when we must leave the world, 
andl bid a final adieu to all its connexions and con- 
p^ms. Have we inquiced— what is our preparation 
for this event ? What are our hopes and prospects ? 
What will then be our refuge and relief? The 
question is proposed, may each pursue it with all the 
seriousness and self-application which it deserves !— 
" How wilt thou do in the swelling of Jordan ?" 
i The text has no direct reference to the event of 
death ; but the accommodation is easy. Jeremiah had 
been complaining of his trials, perhaps more than 
he ought to have done : the Lord gently reproves 
bis impatience; and reminds him of still heavier ad^ 
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2 The Swelling of Jordan. 

versity which he might have to meet. In langtiiige 
figurative, but sufficiently plain, the^prophet is called 
to consider,' that if lighter trials so much disconcerted 
him, how be would endure more severe affliction : 
^' If thou bast run with the footmen/' contended with 
thine equals, ^^ and they have wearied thee, then how 
canst thou contend with horses?'' or execute thine 
office in defiance of rank and authority? *' And if 
in the land of peace wherein thou trustest, they wea- 
ried thee, then how wilt thou do in the swelling of 
Jordan?" What temper would he maintain, what 
conduct would he pursue, should an hostile army 
invade Judea, throw theeountry into confusion, and 
spread universal desolation ? 

Such appears to be the primai^ meaning of the 
text, considered in its connexion; But the language 
is metaphorical : it is a sort of proverbial Staying, 
and may be applied to any occui^rence that agitirtes 
with distress, or threatens with danger. Ite acconi^ 
modation to the subject already introcbiced k niMnml 
and easy. 

I. We notice the propriety of tbe expresision, in 
application to the evknt oi? death: " the 
swelling of Jordan." 

Jordan is a river of considerable note, flowing 
between the Desert of Arabia and Palestine* > It id 
frequently mentioned both ki sacred and eommott 
history. Modem travellers speak of it, and varioui^lv 
describe its appearance and extent. The (>roph^ 
Jeremiah, at least three times, adverts tb ^^'\hestifelf^ 
trig of Jordan,'' which he does in allusion to a known 
fact, that at certain periods, particuliu4y about ^' ttie< 
time of barley harvest," this river used to rise to a 
considerable height, to overflow its banks^ and tb 
spread with violence in all directions^ 

But what relation does this bear to the soietfiii 
event of death? We reply^— The WiWoFnesa of 
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Aral^ia, l!farough which the Israelites joinHeyed, is 
fbequently Mn^idered as an emblem of the world, or 
of htimatt life ; and Canaan, the land of promise, 
which they reached, as an emblem of Heaven : oh 
the same principle, and with equal propriety,. Jordan 
may be Regarded as an in3tructive representation of 
death. As a river, death lies between this world and 
the next ; nor can we enter the promised inheritance 
above, but by passing the important change. . As a 
mer, it constantly flows ; sometimes silendy, and a{ 
othe^ times with impetuosity and noise. It flows gra-^ 
dually,' but with irresistible might, until it loses itself 
in the boundless ocean of eternity. As ft river also 
it fteqnepfiy swells, it rises high, it spreads Mde^ and 
commits^ awful depredation to the terror of a guilty 
world. . 

An4 what have you thought of death ? Is there 
not propriety in tins representation of it ? Have you 
regarded the event as of little consequence, as a 
9na!l streanoi over which you may step with the ut- 
most eia$e? Hfive you not rs^ther contemplated its 
magnitbfle as. a Hver deep and wide, in which yoii 
expect to pseet with at least some difficulty ? Rivers 
swel^ by falls of rain, ^nd by the accession .of tri^ 
Imtary streams ; ,and death is fprmidable owing to our 
dei^ctlpn fi'om;GQd, our accumulated sins, and un^ 
reasons^b^e guilty fbars. To thousands this may welt 
be tbe.case ; andf w:e oi^y wonder that, the very pro-^ 
speej: of this awful event to the wicked does not em- 
bitter all their enjoyments, add fill them vnth habitual 
drieaLd. But death is t^rrific^ ib itself considered, to 
the ^Christiati*— to tiie man who looks beyond it with 
cheering hope. Itou, need not be told, that there is 
something in the idea pf crossing this river at which 
liature recoils ; the l^t struggle,' the final separation^ 
the pang of departing life, the rending asunder of 
tojdy at^d spirit^ cannot be anticipated b$ a trifle* 
J^<i§— it is, in every case, '* a serious thing to die.** 

b8 



4 The SwelUng of Jordan. 

You acknowledge it ; the heart of sensibility feels 
it; and the question of universal, of personal ap- 
plication is this : — '^ How wilt thou do in the swelling 
of Jordan?" 

II. We urge the inquiry .on vaeious charac*- 
TERS, and offer such advice as seems to be ap« 
propriate. 

It may previously be observed, that how a man 
dies becomes a concern of such vast importance, 
because of what is after death ; because of his ac- 
countability to God, his rational and immortal na- 
ture. Brutes die, and they cease to. exist; but man 
dies, and his existence is perpetuated. At the mq- 
ment of his dissolution he enters eternity ; his spirit 
sinks into wretchedness, or ascends to glory. 
, Is there an infidel in this place? — a man. w ha 
scoffs at the Bible, and treats religion with con-- 
tempt ? We shal^ not reason with this nian, for he 
repels argument ; no^ is it worth while %o answer all 
the cavils which his pride aiid enmity may cherish 
against Revelation ;.but we apprize him. of danger, 
we solemnly n;arn him, and may God fix the wara- 
in^ on his conscience ! Infidels die, and dreadful 
beyond expression has been ^the end of siich. This 
" Jordan" has swelled to a tremendous height, and 
sunk. them in confusion and despair. One exclaimed, 
struggling io dqath : — " That there is a God I know^ 
because I feel his wrath ; that there is a bell I am 
certain, having received the dreadful earnest of my 
inheritance there." His last cry was, when he could[ 
struggle no longer : ** Oh ! the. insufferable paiigs of 
hell and damnation !" 

The late excellent Bishop of London has remarked,^ 
that the writings of Voltaire " have unquestionably 
produced more infidels among the higher classes, and 
spread more general corruption over the world than 
all the voluminous productions of all the other phi- 
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losophers of Europe put together ;*' and mark the 
end of this man ! It is stated as a well-authenticated 
foct, that the nurse who attended him on his death- 
bed, being soon after his death called to attend 
another person in dying circumstances, eagerly in-, 
quired whether this person was an infidel ; assigning 
as the reason of her inquiry, that she had suffered 
80 much, had been so greatly terrified, by the ex-^ 
tremt dread and horror which Voltaire had ex- 
pressed, that she was determined to attend no one* 
who was not a Christian. There was much effort 
to conceal the agonies of his mind from the know*' 
ledge of the world, but. the effort was vain. His 
last words are said to have been : ^' I am abandoned 
by God and man." 

You are shocked at the end of infidels, and well 

2 on may ; but the number of those who are de- 
berately and avowedly such is comparatively small ; 
and as you are not of their character, you apprehend 
no danger. But are you therefore safe ? 

Many, it is feared, attending our places of reli- 
gious wori^ip, and some" connected with orderly fa- 
milies, . though not sunk in infidelity, are yet as i|f- 
norant almost as heathens, living in si?i^ the enemies 
of God,, and of themselves by wicked works. This 
may be the condition of some of vou, but you must 
die; and what sort of a death will be yours ? You 
seldom think of dying, and when the thought does 
intrude, you are buoyed up with a kind of hope ; 
but have you not heard — ** The hope of the wicked 
shall perish,'' — ^^ the desire also of the wicked shall 
perish ;" and if both his hope and his desire perish, 
what becomes of himself? The answer of the Bible 
is sufficient: — '"'The wicked is driven away in his 
wickedness" — he " shall go away into everlasting 
pumshment !" 

We are constrained, however painful the duty, to 
address many of our bearers as persons living in sia 
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and totally imfit to die. God forUd that you ^<M4d 
be of this nuoaber; ^t least that you should coa^aue 
in this state ! Awake to serious reflection. Cpi^sider 
the inisa-y in tvbich you lie, and the d;ftnger to which 
you fure exposed. Imptore ti^ m^rcy of jehova^f 
tbr(3ugh Jesus Qhrist iFlee to this friend of sin- 
Iters, as your only Refuge. '^ Ilqptent^ and belif vi 
the gospel." 

- Ttere are others who make a general prqfessiou 
qf religioHi who are neither so careless nor so wicked 
as some of their neighbours, but are not r^^^giouf 
characters. It is probable the^e are 80cne suc^ here : 
in your spirit, you are worldly ; in your disppsi^oni 
earthly and sensual ; you are not men of prayer, and 
4can hardly deceive yourselves so much as to imaging 
Hbat you are nteh of piety. 6ut you. must die ! the 
great event of death awaits you. And ^^ how will 
you do in the swelling of Jordan ?" Will the world 
belp you? . Will its {Measures and pursuits relieve 
you? Just the reverse! If you enter this river aai 
Wdrldly character, its awell will be fearfully gteut, 
its violence you cannot wiUistajnd, you wiU be 
V drow^ned in destruction and perdition," 

Professors of religion, beware (^ the world. We 
admonish you liuthfully of its fascjpating snares, and 
its deadly influence. Remember what it 'did fojf 
iDemas, for Judas, for Simon Magus, and for multir 
ludes beside. The world has slain it^ thousand^ and 
ks tens of thousands. It has you in its power, and 
unless rescued by the omnipotence of Qrace you wiU 
$ink in remediless ruin. 

, Some have more than a general profession of 
religion ; their pretentions are so fair, and so plausi^ 
f)le, <that by men the;^ are deemed Christians, but 
pay not besjAch in the si^t, of God: in his all- 
pierqing eye, the most specious professoi^ may be hy- 
J)OQrites and deceivers; and " how will /A<y do ip'th^ 
f welding of Jordan?" The case of jsiuqh a man isDei?« 
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JiapB more to be dreaded than any Qther. Ah ! what a 
liver will he liave to cross, and into what aq ocean of 
wretchedness will he have to plunge, who lives and 
dies in delusion, under a mask of reli^on ! If tbn 
man on his deatfa^bed have the possession of reason, 
^bie power of reflectioo, and the prospect of his dpom^ 
what nmst be the anguish of his heart ! Is there one 
of this character haer Is there a member of a 
Christian ekivrch of this description ? We repeat 
the question: ^^ How wUt t/tou do in the swelling of 
Jordan ?" The name of Christianity wiU not be 
enough ; the. appearance of religion will not sufikre ; 
t)ie favourable opinion of men wHl be no security* 
And where is your hope ? Like that of the wicked^ 
^^it shaU perishy" and perish dreadfully in exact 
propoFtioa to its height ! '' For what is the hope of 
the b3^pocrite^ though be hath gained, when drod 
taketh away his. soul ?*' 

' You> that pass for disciples of Jesus, take heed in 
time. Search your heart, and try your ways, Bring 
your principles and your practice honestly to the test 
of the Bibte« '^ To the Law and to the Testimony,'' 
whatever is not according to these, certainly will nofc 
stand. It matters^ not what profession you: make^ or 
what duties you. perform, or what reputation you 
fequire: '^ £te opt djBceived ; God is not mocked; 
for whatsoever a man. soweth, that shall he also 
neap;" and ^Sf any man have notthe SpiritofrChrirt^ 
he is noneof his." * 

Another cluss^ reUgious profei^ors are mptal. iq 
liK«? deportsoeot^ but we are afraid oithe fowidatian 
en which they rest. Trusting in themselves that 
tiiey aie righteous, th^ prize not the Saviour as they 
ou^ti 'Riere'ii^ not that impUoitaqd. enticp reliance 
on ClhriM^ wbM)^ is at onbe the duty aiid ^e ^>curity 
of a Ghriltism« Let socb look forward- to ''tbfe 



swelling of Jordan," and ^sk, what must support in 
the tryitilE bout ^^ It< is^eaw Mb aaaetfti wfaat; will not 
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support. Sliding sand and miry clay haVe no firm-. 
nes8; and human merit is no better. A spider's: 
iveb and a broken reed are vain things ; and our 
righteousness, for the purpose of acceptance with 
God, resembles these. Thank God ! it is equally 
easy to determine what will support. Rock will do 
it ; " the Rock of Ages." '* Other foundation can 
no man lay than that which is laid, .which is Jesus 
Christ:" — " A stone, a tried stone, a precious corner 
stone, a sure foundation ;" — " Upon this Rock will 
I build my church, and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it *." Thrice happy they, and they< 
only, who rely on this Rock ! " Here safety dwells, 
and sweet repose." Let the prayer of each be :— 
^* Lead me to the Rock that is higher than I ;" that 
when ^^tbe hail shall sweep away the refuge of lies, 
and. the waters shall overflow the hiding-place" o£ 
folly, you may be secure. Dream not of inhe- 
rent goodness, and of the desert of virtuous ac- 
tions : as sinners, flee to Christ the Saviour ; honour 
him, even as you honour the Father ; receive him 
in all the ofiices he sustains, and exalt him in the 
supreme affection of your hearts. 
. There are some whose views of Christianity are on. 
the whole correct, and whose faith we hope is sincere, 
but they are slothful j they walk negligent^. Such 
will do well to consider the critical hour which is at 
hand, the .^'Jordan" which must be^ crossed. Let 
such consider also^ what makes this. Jordan sweUv 
What renders the prospect of death gloomy, and 
deJEith itself difficult to religious characters ? Notbing^ 
so effectually does this as sloth of temper, and care-^^ 
leasness of < conduct. We sometimes speak of 
£lhristian& planting: their dying pillows with tboims^> 
ittul :tlw& is touch nleaning in the' expressicm. . Wie 
^eak a)so of their ftars, tbetr doubts, and darkness^ 

\ . . . i u V XC0Ti iu^ll.} is. xxYi]i.l64i Matt. xvi. }B, : . 
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in many instanpes, these are easily accounted for : 
they are, indeed, the natural result of our own folly; 
the fruit of our negligence and sin. Here, then, is a 
bcuieful enemy to our peace, our hope, and comfort : 
let us apply the warning, and improve the friendly 
admonition against it ! We read of the happy deaths 
of others, and are ready to envy the composure and 
triumph which, in their last hours, they enjoyed ; 
but, if we would die as they died, we must live as 
they lived ; not only in the exercise of the same faith, 
but cultivating the same humility, the same self- 
denial, the same deadness to the world, the same 
diligence in devotion, the same spirituality of tem- 
per and holy watchfulness of conduct. 

All, however, are not slothful; some are exem- 
plary Christians ; sincere and decided, but timid and 
fearful of this " Jordan." 

" Why are ye fearful, O ye of little faith?" The 
word of God is rich with encouragement to you. It 
brings nigh the All*sufficiency of nim who has ^' all 
power in heaven and on earth." It assures you of 
the presence of Him who '^ rebuked the winds and 
the sea, and there was a great calm." Never were 
promises more appropriate than these :•— *' When 
thou passest through the waters, I am with thee ; 
and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee.'' 
^^ Fear thou not, for I am with thee; be not dis- 
mayed, for I am thy God." " I will never leave 
thee ; no, I will never forsake thee *." In the belief 
of such declarations, and in the experience of their 
truth, the language of humble confidence is adopt- 
ed : — '^ Though I walk m the midst of trouble, thou 
wilt i^vive me-*Hdiy right hand shall save me. Yea, 
though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no evil ; for thou art with me : thy 
1^ and thy staff they comfwt me/' 

* b, xliii 2 ; ill 10«; Heb.xiii.5. 
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Much of the timidity of Christians, in thie anticir 
pation of death, is constitutionai ; but grace mode-- 
rates this feeling, and faith provides \kk best anti« 
dote against it. We remember, with adoring gra* 
titude, the great Redeemer, wko suffered ^^ that he 
mi^bt destroy him that bad the power of death ; and 
deliver them who, through fear of death, weits all * 
their life*time subject to bondage." 

There are two considerations of very high hsi* 
portance on this point : — thaJ; our title to heavien be 
clear, and our meetness for heaven advancing; in 
other words, that we live m the exercise of faitb^ and 
grow in the attainment of holiness. Our title to 
heaven is the righteousness of the Saviour — lii3 
obedience unto death : to this let us ever look ; here 
let us steadily rely : we injure our evidence, we 
obscure our claim to the heavenly inheritance, hy ^ 
divided reliance — " Christ is all and in alL" Our 
meetness for heaven is the work of the Holy Spirit 
in the heart, subduing its corruptions, and prompting 
Its purity.: let us cherish his' influence wilji unre- 
mitting care, and we shall have peace ; ^^the Spirit 
itself will bear witness with our spirit that we are the 
children of God ; and if children, then heirs ; heirs 
of God, and joint-heirs with Christ." 

How did the primitive Christians attain such con* 
quest over the fear of death? It was by the vigour 
of faith, the. fervour of love, the patience of hope* 
It was. by following Jesus fully; by ''hqlding^^t 
the beginning of their confidence stedfast unto the 
end," knowing that it ^^hath great recompenc^of 
Tifewar^J/' 

"Tell me not,*' said a venerable minister, *^h6w. 
a man died^ but how he Iwedy And let us keep 
in mind that i]r we live Christians, assuredly we shall 
die Sdch. " The swelling of Jqrdah" wi(l abate, its 
waters will divide, the Angel of the covenant will 
conduct ua jOufefyJthrough; and in the prospett of 
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this glorious result, faith inspires the song:— '^O 
death, where is thy sting ? O grave, where is thy 
victory ? The sting of death is sin ; and the strength 
of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who giveth 
us the victory, througjh our Lord Jesus Christ ^.^ 



♦ 1 Cor. XV. 66—67. 
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SERMON IL 



THE CONVERSION OF MANASSEH. 



2 CHRON, xxxiii. 13. 
Then Manasseh knew that the Lord he was God. 

X HE Bible records a brief history of a double race 
of kings — the kings of Israel and of Judah. Not 
one of the former was pious. Of the latter, several 
•were mixed characters ; some were eminently good, 
and others were notoriously wicked : Manasseh was 
one of the worst. It is not easy to conceive of 
greater excesses than those into which he fell. But 
he lived to regret them : his heart was penitent, and 
his subsequent conduct evinced that his repentance 
^ ' ^ was sincere. Manasseh ranks among the most 

illustrious instances of the riches of Divine mercy, 
and the power of Divine grace. 

An epitome of his history is contained in the two 
or three preceding verses, which we shall consider in 
connexion with the text: — "And the Lord spake to 
Manasseh, and to his people; but they would not 
hearken.- Wherefore the Lord brought upon them 
the captains of the host of the king of Assyria, which 
A took Manasseh among the thorns, and bound him 

with fetters, . and carried him to Babylon. And 
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ivbcn be "vms in affliction he besought the Lord his 
God, land humbled himself greatly before the God of 
t^< fatbcars. And prayed unto him, and he was 
entreated of him, and beard his supplication, and 
brought him again to Jeiiisalem into his kingdom. 
Then Manasseh knew that the Lord he was Gody 
, From this narrative observe, 

I. That early advantages may be succeeded by 

4:i0HPLXCA'];£D SIN. 

) We infer the early advantages of Manasseh frbih 
the; character of .Hezekiah his father. He was a man 
of .-distinguished piety, of holy zeal and diligence. 
Such' a. father would doubtless be attentive to the 
welfare of his family, and. exert his best efforts to 
train them up in.tbe way of truth apd righteousness* 
Zealous as he was for the revival of true religion in his 
kii^dam, he certainly would feel peculiar solicitude 
for his .son, . who was to succeed him in the throne of 
Judab, and in all tlie influepce of that elevated station. 
Manasseh was not mpre than twelve years of age 
when his father was taken from bin). It tvas a heavy 
affliction to lose so early the guide of his youth; yet 
already . he . had received much valuable instruction^ 
and this must have been attended with some religious 
impre^siops; he had also, bis father's excellent ex*^ 
ample in immediate recollection, and the advice of 
his father's fri^ds. But painful is the fact, he broke 
through every restraint^ and rapidly sunk into the 
{}eepQ$t degeneracy. . 

/ Ypu wiU excuse the offensive detail of his crimes: 
^^is i^nough to. remark, tbey were a compound of 
idolatry, prqf^gf^eness, cruelty, and presumption; 
while each of these was marked with circumstances 
QJL unnatural and^ atrpciousr aggjrayatiQn. Nor . was 
he leift without admonition and rebuke in thii% carooc 
of wickedness i-r-V The, Lord spake to Mcmasseb, itnd 
to hb poople^" ,who bad been corruptted by \o$M'i 
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flkience ; '^ but they urould not heftrken/' ifis heart 
Kraa ^^ hardened through the dedeiffiiUiessi of sin :^ 
mpenitehce hd4 degenerated into obstkiac^} aad 
tiotbing seemed more probable thaa speedy and iMl 
destruction. 

Let ud pause a moment, wd ask— How- iB'th» 
awful defection to be accounted for r It proves, 
beyond a doubt, the extreme and total depravity of 
man. The atrocities of Manasseh were oaly the 
effect of an inward propensity to evU, secretly ki^ 
dulged, and permitted fo prevail. He had itMrdved a 
good education ^ but instances are innumeraUe from 
which It is evident that sbmethibg niore is wanted Co 
eradicate evil passions, and to fix and preserve ri^ 
principles In the heart. Has it never occurred wkhift 
your own observation, that the cluldren of pioui 
parents have turned out the very rei^erse of what 
might have beien expected ? Restrained for a tkne^ 
they have been moral in their behaviour; but when 
' such restraints have been removed, their true chs^ 
raoter hsis been developed, they have sunk into their 
element of sin; and have rushed forward in the 
practice of wickedness with the more violence, fer 
having been subject to a temporary controid. 

Let tidt parents^ however, be discouraged : ref 
double your effi>rts, your admonitions, and prayers^ 
and be a^ured they shall not be lost. — ^And, ehildfW^ 
remember that you are accountable to God for all 
tfaei privileges which you enj<^. If you <lisiiegard 
them, your guilt is unspeakably great. If you tura, 
aside to folly against the high advantages with which 
you^ore favour^, your condemnation is just, and its 
weight is awfoUy aggravated. — Observe, 

il: That sin is fire^uently the cfause' erf" sEVEirif 

It was 1^ in the instance- before us. l^'he Assy* 
ii«nft' weft stikted up to invade the land- of Judah^ 
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.and iiieir hostile design was acconaplished : --• 
*' The ciq[)tains of the host of the king of Assyria 
took Miinasseh among the thorns, and bound him with 
fettens, and carried him to Babylon." What a revi^rsa 
of condition! afid what a visible recompence ol 
daring impiety ! Jhe expression, he was taken 
''among thorns," is most likely to be understood 
Ulerally; and it betrays the base timidity of this man' — 
a temper not micommon to tyrants. It has often 
been found that men who in power have been most 
cruel, in danger have been the meanest cowards."-^ 
But perhaps it is meant figuratively, and in this view 
it intimates perplexity and embarrassment : the 
guilty monarch of Judah, vanquished by his enemiei^y 
felt completely at a loss, and utterly unable to extrj"- 
cate' himself. In this degraded situation, they took 
him prisoner, deprived him of his kingdom and glory, 
.led- him in chains to Babylon, and there confined him 
i' wretched captive. 

Now this, you recollect, was the result of his im* 
pietyi; and surely it is instructive to us ! ^^ God is 
angt^ with the wicked every day ;" and sooner or 
Utter his displeasure will be expressed. A man goes 
on in a course of sin, and some heavy affliction over* 
tftkei^ him : gladly would he hide himself from se- 
verer punishmeht, but the effort is vain ; it only in- 
i^lves him in greater* confusion and distress. There 
k tib concealment from tiie notice ot ^he Almighty.' 
Wherever we are, hii^ eye beholds us, and his hand 
covers us : ^^the darkness ^nd the light are both alike 
to him." 

And wlio can tell the misery of sin ! It is bondage 
itself, and it leads to thraldom still more degrading! 
The man who is bound with the fetters of hid own 
lli8ls,i»^omes entiafngled yet ntbre and niote; hik vicea 
^fim strengthened by indulgence ; th6y are rivetted 
faster by each repetition, and the grand adversary of 
souls takei > hte* captive ^ hii^ will. " The way of 
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transgrdssors is hard"— " The wages of sin is death/' 
In every case of persevering provocation, and, alas ! 
such cases are abundantly common : it is only of the 
Lord's mercy that the offender is not ^^ driven away 
in his wickedness/' and lost in the gulph of perdition. 
— But observe, 

• IIT. That affliction^ when sanctified, excites to^ 
PRATER, and promotes humiliation. 

This also was illustrated in the experience of 
Manasseh, and we perceive the commencement of a. 
most wonderful change in his whole disposition and 
character : — " When he was in affliction, he besought 
the Lord his. God, and humbled himself greatly before 
tlie God of his fathers." 

. But affliction does not necessarily produce these 
effects : some men are hardened by their trials : when 
*'the hand of God presseth them sore," they dis- 
cover the greater enmity against him. It is recorded 
of Ahaz, another of the kings of Judah, and the 
grandfather of .Manasseh, that " in the time of his 
distress he did trespass yet more against the Lord." 
And in that place of torment reserved for the finally, 
impenitent, there is no genuine contrition: " they 
gnaw their tongues for pain, and blasplieme the God 
of heaven, because of their pains, and their sores/ 
and repent not of their deeds*." All the energy of 
affliction to produce saving effects is derived from: 
the influence of the Spirit of God. He works by 
means of affliction : he sanctifies adversity, and thea 
it conduces to salvation. 

As in the case before us : imprisonment gave 
Manasseh leisure to reflect; seclusion from his former 
connexions and pursuits would render reflection more 
free ; he would think of his present degradation, hi% 
past wickedness, his future gloomy prospects : and. 

* 2 Chron. xxvlii. 22. ; Rev» xvi* 10, 11. 
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While thus engaged^ tbe Spirit of God affected his 
hearty brou^t home the most salutary conviciidns, 
and awakened the most proper concern. 

Ill like ibasner, when God has designs of mercy 
to a nian who YmA long resisted his milder methods. 
he toads a heaty trial.' this, perhaps^ ti repeated 
again and again; onr the trial is varied and augmented, 
86 the natnrd of the oAde reqaires. As the proph^ 
(tapraasee it, the Lord ^^ hedges np" a man's way 
'' with thorns;" aUd Jf thig lift n6t ehbiigh, be '' makei!^ 
a ^^ali/' the* the ti^nsgressor, embarrassed and 
tb al nicft d irr hi9 course, fbtf? be brought to reftect. 
By iickBess fr^bhtlv b^ u fok^c6d mo retirement, 
ftat he tiiay think of his n^ays, n^eigb his principles, 
irei^iow Ins iife,^ and momti ove^ his madness and foQy. 
Thie Ood< of nicfrdy sep&rcttes him from bb e^ 
tompaniott^ deprives Mm bf his forftier temptations 
aiKl oppovtonities of sin, and by k series 6f painful 
diaa^ointneM^ bows dowtt the ^ride of his hearlL 
ttid oonvinees him of ttM bitterness of iitiquity. If 
tUi» ha9 beeii' loavyd in tb6 experience of any of you; 
thaMk G<od' foritflictioti; and reckon your severest 
fehaatiseactencs' amoag ybiir choicest ble^shigs f 

Bivk Manaisteb; iii dfflictioh^ " besbught tlie t/)rdt 
bb God, and! payed uhtb Y&ca*' Mis prayer is 
lefkeiteeMy m^MioMd, and tiot without design, for it 
was fervetit and importunate vti an uhususu degree. 
** li ktty afffifeted ?*' ybti knbiiv the appropriate 
duty^^^-'Mbt hhftf pftiy/' Is this ybUt ex6rcise? and^ 
nie your petitions' ardeiM? Jy6 you come to God 
ikrith ^iMr whole ISeerty ti^ith '^ a broken and a cohtnte 
j^tiHr We hiv6 teamt Htfle in the school pf advert 
i&r^y • if it^ h(y^ 66t taught us out" need of God, our 
d^ncK^iifCi oh Hfidf^'; our Ibst condition without his 
imtcy'tXi^ bin hel^. Nothing can' be more expressive 
01^ dontntiOfi Of abif than— "^God" lie merciful tb 
imtCikmt^V'^ Mdi^y^tts dib itidispin^ble evidence' 

VOL. !!• c 
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of the conversion of one of the proudest and most 
impenitent men — " Behold, .he prayeth!" 

Mark also the humiliation of Manasseh : he 
'^ humbled himself greatly," for greatly had he 
sinned; and '^ before the God of his fathera,-' who 
had long been forgotten by bim, grievously insulted 
and provoked. His own sin doubtless was heavy on 
his conscience; and connected with this, the sin 
which he had occasioned in others, by the exertion of 
his influence, and the baneful effect of his example. 

And $ee the application of this to ourselves. We 
have not run into the excesses which disgraced 
Manasseh, and leit us be thankful that we are placed 
in less ensnaring situations ; but are we not guilty? 
must we not lay our hand on our mouth wider tte 
conviction of deep depravity, and adopt the abasing 
confession — ** Behold, I am vile!" We cannot 
number our personal transgressions ; nor caii we 
determine in bow many unhappy instafSKres others 
have sinned and suffered through us. A man wfaa 
allows himself in any forbidden practice, not only 
injures himself, but those about him; hb not fmly 
destroys his own soul, but is acqesaary to the de- 
struction of thousands; the mischief of l^is piemicidus 
example is alarming in a very serious^ (degree, accord- 
ing; to the rank he sustains, and the. exteM of his 
connexions and influence. : . - 

There is something in this t^der appellation, 
'^ the God of pur fathers/' which endjsars his cbaracr 
ter, which exceedingly aggrervates sin, and powerftdLy 
aids repentance. Sorne of you are the children of 
religious parents, and is it not time you should tiliihk. 
of " the God of your fathers ?" He was the object 
of their worship, their confidence, and trust. . He 
helped them in distress, soothed them in swrow,- and 
was with them in " the swelling of Jordan." Theji 
teught you also to lisp his name, to spea}^ his praise> 
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and to call him'— *^ Father ;" but how has he been 
forgotten by you I How have you rebelled against 
Imn ! Return, O return, to '^ the God of your ia* 
ther^ !'/ — a covenant God-^the God of grace and 
love-^^^ the God and Father of our I^rd Jesus 
Christ" Know, that he waiteth to be gracious, 
is ready to forgive, and willing to bless. — ^This leads 
to observe, 

IV. That prayer and humiliation, are always 
attended with distinguished bljcssinos^ and 
produce valuable eppects. 

Manasseh prayed unto the Lord, '^ and he was 
entreated of him, and heard his supplication." 
Doubtless more is here implied, than is express- 
ed : the poor penitent was pardcnaed : the humble 
suppliant was saved. Reduced to a right temper 
of mind, he was prepared for inestimable good ; he 
received the ^' forgiveness of sins^ and inheritance 
among them that are sanctified." 
f And know, that if you seek the Lwd, he will be 
found of you : no truth is more explicitly revealed, 
or confirmed by more ample proof. , "I love the 
Lord, because he bath heard my voice and my sup- 
plication. Blessed be God, who hath not turned 
away my prayer, nor his mercy from me. Ye shall 
seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me 
with all your heart**." Abotmd, therefore, in earnest 
supplication, and humble hope; you shall not be dis- 
appointed. The great object of prayer is the Giver 
of promises, and he is " faithfiil" to every word he 
hath uttered, to every engagement he hath made. 

We are informed that Manasseh was ^^ brought 
i^ain to Jerusalem, ipto his kingdom :"> this was by 
a partioalar providence, and in order to answer an 

V 

•Ps. cxvi. 1; Ixvi. 20; Xer.xxix.13, 
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importeiit end« We regahi his eeodiict wtb p6^ 
mlkr interest whei> restored to his former di^iutyy 
and are hap|>y to find tbat it was highly consistent 
and prop^. Full eviSenee ia giveo^ throQ^ a course 
0£yearsy that he was ^* renewM in the sforit ef hia 
iBuad,'' that hia lepentanee was siQeesr and his con-^ 
vaFflioB eiSectuaL 

'^ Then Manasseh knew that the Lord be- waf 
Gf>(/."— Could he be ignorant of this ? Had he not 
b^n cdocateidi in veligioua priaeifilfi^? And' Kad 
not the most oonvineing proofs ef the ftict passed 
before him ? Alas ! he had kived ^' wijdiouifc. boge^ 
and withouit God in. the uovld;"^ hijs y fibuldah heart 
was dadcep^" And tbus it is ia evecy instanice^ 
until ^^ God, who comn^auded tiie li^t to shihe oai 
of darknessy shinea in the heart '^ infionqation re^ 
ceived fix>ffi olhers is notehougb; vo should 'ft|c«. 
nestly ptay> audi when awakened^ by DtvJnie. goace 
We shall pray, thai '^ the eyea ofi our Uadbratendniff 
may be enlig|htened f thM by ^' the Hianifesta|kHif <ii 
the Spirit^* we inay^know lhe« Losd, and gKOfi^ in 
'•^ tile kno\^ledg& of l^e* glory of God, in. tjhe fiatoe oi 
Jesus Ohrist/' 

Th^ idea of ackno^vledgment is* piobably includedt 
^^ Then Manasseh acknowledged that the Lord wa^ 
Godi"' He made a public professipo of hia name^* 
and became the avowed and zealous^ supporter of' his 
service. Thus we perceivb froth the* subsequent 
verses, tiiat he ga;(^e several^ decisive proofed ofi . 4ie 
reality of his conversion :-^he sqt about to- ban)fljs 
&e idolatnr whidb he had' introduced; to* pttiiif5& the 
tempW which he had pr<^ai)ed ^to restore^tiie'womhiii 
which he had despised; and^ to enga^all the peopte 
in exercises of sacred devotion^ In* shorty hi$m)iH 
gent eflforfe was to undo- the conduct^ otftmrn^ytiM^ 
and to repair^ as much as possible> the dreadftil 
n(iischief orpast impiety. 

And let us learn from this a most useful lesson* 
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VTe profess repentance; but do w€ '^ bring ibrtb 
fruitB meet for fepwttace ?" XJnlesB this be the 
case, our pr^tfesson is ari insult to God^ 6ur ton* 
fidenoe » the grb^e^t presnmptitin. Snrely they 
who abhor iniquity^ will ddsist from it^ and trill la- 
bour also to recdver others. WhM thdti ShflU ive 
say of those professors of religion who have not for- 
saken their old siins, and discover nb aerious €5tlcfern 
for the salvation of their cotinexicmr ? Wt Urge on 
you a wiser codduet:^^^^ Ceaee io 60 evil, and 
karii to d<> wfell;" shei* that you are " greatly 
humbled" for yoor past negleet of religiofl^ by holy 
aeal to prbmote it ) recommend '^ the ladth ifrlil^sh 
oa<te yoti destroyed/' by decided and eiteil^pMry di- 
ligence. And what is tbe ^on^tion Of Hum "^hd 
by your example have been dravm imo sin ? fkfme^ 
]>erbaps'^ are piB»t rdtwerj, are loiit for evtr^-^how 
pMiful ibtf reflection! Others are wifhte siM 
reach; tfhey are daily before^ yotrr eyes<; and 66 
they not move the compassyon qS^o^t btartt ? Havd 
tfaey iKot tiie most powerful ctaiitt On fbtst prayers 
yoW" ileirtraefron^ ycpiir ^neem-agementr Gan yotf 
wllbhold the most ditigent mertioir of yonf influence 
to promote Aeii" repentan^Cj ttek ho^es^, attd 
happjnesfaf? 

Grievona ia the fac^ when a man \tk afltietiM 
seema to rcient;^ and' resohesp and prooiises to reform ; 
bu^ when restored tor hedtii, h }as% as cail^less hH- 
ever^ botk of bis ctwo soed aiid of tbe sdals of others. 
Be it remembered, be^ever, thai no repentaiice can' 
atone for flflfences to^God ; no reformafi^fi' can repair 
tbe disbonoov don^ to him^ How is it p05i^ifal<e to 
cempeilMie for past fkilures, by tfeat wbichr is no 
toopd than present dn^? Evdnf tfie J^ws^ were^ 
taught^ that ^^ widuAat sfaeddklg ef^blooditf no ren^i^* 
. sSen;" atnH \m cait add, '' Adre i^^fuci othek' tAvM 
under heaven, given among ffi^, ttfhercby we rtJust 
be saved," hut ofiiy Ibc' riatee 6i ot» Lord Jesus 
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Christ; ^'in whom we have redemption through 
his bloody tlie forgiveness of sips*." Here then is 
the foundation of a sinner's hope. In the great con- 
cern of acceptance with God, ^' Christ is all and in 
all:" our prayers are heard in his name; our penitence^ 
is approved, and our souls are saved, for his scdca 

From the whole we perceive, 
, 1. The patience of God in sparing impenitent 
transgressors; — Why was Manasseh spared ? Why 
are we still in the land of hope ? ' Such especially 
as have persisted for a long com*se of year3 in ob- 
stinate rebellion —Why are you spared? " The 
Lord is long-suffering toward you, not willing that 
you should perish, but tliat you should come to re- 
pentance." Abuse not his patience. The period 
18 not distant when Justice will assert its claim, and 
the impenitent shall not escape. ^' Account that the 
long-suffering of our Lord is salvation," and rise to 
its holy improvement — We also perceive, 

3. The sovereignty of God in fixing on the objects 
of his favour. — Why was Manasseh chosen ? Not 
for his worthiness. His heart was ^^desperately 
wicked," his charatter vile, and the influence of his 
conduct most pernicious. But " God hath mercy 
on whom he will have mercy, and compassion on 
whom he will, have compassion." May we suggest 
a reason for the Divine procedure in such instances 
as this ? It exalts the glorious sufficiency of the sal- 
vation of Jesus, the Son of God. It demonstrates 
his wonderful ability to save even to the uttermost 

Since the fact is evident, that " where sin hath 
abounded, grace doth much more abound," we 
join in the humbling conclusion, " Not by works of 
righteousness which we have done, but according 
to his mercy he saved us ;" and to him belongs all 
the glory. — We remark, 

t Heb, ix, 82 ; Acts iv. X2 ; Col. i. 14. ' 
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3. The wisdom of God in adapting means to the 
conversion of men. — ^They whose temper is mild, 
and whose early conduct has been comparatively 
moral, are usually brought to God by gentler me- 
thods ; but such men as Manasseh require different 
treatment It is true the natural enmity of the 
heart against God and the gospel is alike in all ; but 
all are not equally hardened in the practice of ini- 
quity ; all have not resisted the same calls of Pro* 
vidence and of conscience. The rude and savage 
jailor at Philippi was alarmed by an earthquake; 
aiid here the profligifte king of Judah is broken 
down by accumulated afflictions before he at all 
relents ; nor even then, till Divine power and grace 
secure the effect. — Lastly, we observe, 

4. The mercy of God in receiving the chief of 
sinners. — ^*Who is a God like unto the Lord, because 
he delighteth in mercy 1" The mercy of Jehovah is 
rich, and free, and tender, and endureth for^ever> 
None need de^iair of finding mercy, in G^*s ap- 
pointed way. The instance before us proves, that 
'\oiu: £,adeemer is strong,'' and ^^ mighty to save ;"— » 
that peniitehts shall obtain pardon, tiiiou^ their sins 
bex.u as scarlet ^•'•'^tfaat the Saviour can sanctify the 
mpst polluted'heart, and conquer the most invoterate 
halnlfS. Throu^ his grace, the fury of the lion is 
transformed into the meekness of the lamb; and 
the seat of Satan liecomes an habitation f6r God. 
^^ Surely, sbaH <»» say,: In the Lord have I righ* 
teoui^ness i and. strength : even to him' shall men 
c<»Ene;. and all that are incensed against him shall 
be ilslmmed^/' 
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/ mU< mnkf htm mercy upon Mm, asUth Mit;- Ltrd, 

YY H£N Abe ¥»4u«ib6d Syrian^ nedilateA> % 
aWTDsod^ Iq thi la»elite9» itfiey.' were en^owragttd 1^ 
the f^popt of .thi|ur cleliifiicys . ^ We have iii^et^ tiii(t 
^u ]ki9g$>Qf tbehpuae o£ IsEMfc are meircifiil bk)toJ^ 
\R»J^ wb^t is tba merey q£ meiv ^a besi of- tteiii 
wmpAral with thia o|F. Jebuvab P '* Sor «s tliQ 
hewen U^gh al^ovsefeke eaiti;i| so gpeatis his laeivy 
tMi^rilitbiia ttet^feaF y^^ 

Tbe GfoApel lA an exhiiutiaD of mevcy, of mevm 
tb6, mast teadec and Uhetat / And tlie O^spet is 
uakiConfio^d to. thfi New Testrapntlf, buti^ diSissed 
tbcQM^ the whole fiibk^ h is ccKatainedi inn genwal 
dedarations, and more clearly in particular piMnises, 
and direct affirmations, such as this in the text: 
'^ I will surely have * inepcy upon him, saith the 
Lord." 

The subject which invites our attention is, divine 
herct; and we are instructed in its objects, its 
EXEBCISE, and its cebtainty. 



M»e^ to Penitents. QS 

. f. %he fiivcuired oMxera of Divine menoy. 

^^ God ]9i good to all, find his tender mesoies aip 
Qyer all his iiwks;*' bnt ttie lesit regards peculiar 
mercy^ distingvo^hiBg ooveaant mercj, that which 
the Lord eocer rises when he rememberB a man ^ with 
the favqer whidi be bears to his people, and visits 
Um with Im s^vation/' Now the objects of tlus 
poercy are not me n tioned by namei but they are 
dessrihefi by character ; the (emper and disposhioa 
of. th^ir hearts acp clearly stated, by which we may 
sa^y iqdge of oursebes: ^^ I a'ill surely have mercj 

Upon mhom ' Ephraim is .immediatdy intended, 
as represenlmg ^ peniteiil Jews* But the context 
iKill cast light on this sist^ment. 

He is here described as sobering atttetion for h|s 
sias, and. lamenting bitterly bow Uttle he had be-* 
aefitod by the yieitsAion : ^' I have surely heard 
£pl^m beoMMmiiig himself thus ; Thou bent 
johastiped me, and I was chastised, . as - a bollock 
unacQustocned to the yoke;*' long he remaioied re« 
jfcac$osy and rebellious under the most salutary 
corseotieniSw Al l»§tb he nelonts^ his heart is 
humbled, he bemns I0 pray, and a more appropriate 
sopplication- coind > qol be oflbred* : ^ Turn thour me. 
Slid I shall* be turnicd, for thou art the Lord 
my God/' He goes on to state his subsequent 
feelings and conduct, > whkh are exactly those of a 
jbvbkeiN-heorted penitent; ^'>S«irely after that I was 
tunrpedy I iiepeHted;'^ repentamce flows fireely, and 
contrition is deep, when the heart is once softened by 
tike gni^' of Oodi-^^^il^ after that I was in- 
stractec^^X saiqte^ upotf tn^ thigh ;*^ an eocpresslftt 
tdiea' of' penjIeAoei ' «f iwwsard compuMtion in 
account of past i^ittSMMilbBity urtd sin; ^I ^mm 
ashamed, yea, even confounded, because I did bear 
the reproacb.^f iiyiyoulh^'-: > ASkAon^ wben sancti- 
led, brings lpng-f<»rgMten^siii^^4k>iTemembrance, even 
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the errors of our earliest youth ; and these, together 
with the multiplied transgressions of riper years, 
become a burden too heavy to be borne. Once we 
thought nothing of what now stings us with keen 
remorse, and covers us with confusion and regret. 

But never is it better with a poor wandero: from 
God, than when brought to this temper of mind. 
He is best prepared for the greatest good when time 
abased. Hence> follow the tender relentings of a 
father ; all the kindest emotions of parental pity laitd 
regard : " Is Ephraim a dear Aon ? Is he a pleasant 
child ? For since I spake against him/' in blaming 
him for his perversehess, in reproving him. fen: ms 
folly, in correcting him for his sin — ^'.sincei I spake 
against him, I do earnestly remember him still ;", for 
when have penitents been forgotten ? When have the 
children of the Most Hi^h been disinherited ? ^^ Can 
a woman forget her suckmg child, that she should, hot 
have compassion on the son of her womb ? Yea, she 
may forget, yet will I not forget thee :" — ^^ Though the 
Lord be high, yet hath he respect unto the lowly :"—* 
^ To this man will I look, even to him who is poor 
and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my word *•" 
When the Prodigal ^^ arose and came to his father," 
^e was not kept in painful suspense: — ^' When he 
was yet a great way off,- his father saw him ;f ajod 
how did he feel ? What resolution ^id be form 3 
He ^' had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck 
aod kissed him f*" I^ language^' in effect, was this 
of the text : — " I will surely have miercy upon 
him.*' • . i 

Let it be clearly understood, that /the objects . of 
this distinguished favour are true peoitQitSiy lom 
whose hearts are humbled under a deep, sense off .sit) ; 
fmd who, by the Spirit and gi^ceof jQod, are brou|^t 

* Is. xliz. 15.; Ps. cxxM?i]i« O:; is» lxYi» 2. * r ^ 
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to their right minds. Is it thus with you ? If is a 
question of no trivial Goncern, but of serious magni- 
tude. You perceive from the case of the Jews, 
represented by Ephraim, that if a professor of reli- 
gion, by sin dishonour his profession, God will visit 
him with severe rebukes; yet these, for soma time, 
maj^ he disr^rded; — that the first dawn of true 
penitence is earnest prayer; and prayer answered 
greatly assists repentance, deepens the work, and 
makes it lasting ; — that when penitent, we are best 
prepared for the tenderness of Divine compassion : it 
works towards us in all the indulgent pity of parental 
affection to a repenting child. The Father of spirits 
feels what his word i^rms^-*'^ I will surely have 
mercy upon him." 

II. The abundant exercise of Divine mercy. 

Mercy is a large word : it means much : it con- 
veys the most extensive and encouraging ideas. 
Doubtless it implies that the objects of it are sinners ; 
for sinners only need mercy : they only are capable 
of receiving mercy. It implies also the absence of 
metit, and this even in penitents. There is no desert 
in our deepest contriticm : it fits us for the reception 
of Divine favour, but cannot entitle to it Ephraim 
had already received mercy ; but more was needed^ 
and more is promiaed, which is the case in every 
instance of penitence and return to God. There is 
m^rcy in the enlightening of the mind, and rousing 
of the conscience, in convictions of sin, and earnest 
concern about salvation : yet this is not all ; the. 
soul is thus prq>ared for much more mercy, for its 
more abundant display, the unspeakably more h|^>py 
experience of. its influence and effects. To the pe- 
nitent^ mercy is exercised. 

' 1. In bestowing pardon.— ^on^ but such are 
qualified to enjoy pardon, or have any scriptural 
ground to expect the blessingi " He that covereth 
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his Bins shall not prosper ; bot whoso coofessetk and 
ibrsaketh them shall have mercy ;*'**-^^* I^et him n^ 
tain unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon 
Um^ and to our God, for he will abundatitly 
pardon.*^" 

The properties of Kvine for^veoess are bi^dj 
interesting, To one burthened with sin, and anxiooa 
for reliefi how revising to know that it i^free ! de- 
scendii^g to the mo9t guilty, as streams from a.foun*' 
tain, and as light from the son ! Pardon is indeed prs^ 
cured 1^ a price which the Savioor presenffed : ^* wei 
have redemption throngh his blood, the for^veness 
of sms ;" but to us it is ^"^ wilbout money and wifhout 
price." The God of pairdon declarer- : " I, eve» I 
am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine 
own sake ;" not for any worthiness in us. The motive 
is purely in himself : we medium is the sacrifiee of 
his Son, and the ^ory of his own perfections his ul- 
timate desigii. 

How encouraging to be* assured that it \» fullt 
pardon the most complete } extending to all manner 
of sins, and the greatest m^itude of them. ^^ Who 
is a God like unto the Lord, paidomng iniquity, 
transgressicm, and sin f crimes of every description^ 
of every degree of magniMde and a^avation, ^^ be-' 
cause he delightetl) in mercy." '^ Come now, and 
let us reason togetiier, saith the Lord ;" ^ve me 
proof tiiat you »re penitent, and irideerely desirous of 
forgiveness, and ^^ tliough yoar sins be as soarte^ 
they shall be white as snow ; thoogh they be red 
like crimson, they sfaaR be as wool." 

But it is also ^nal and everkfstHtg. * He' that 
blotteth out transgnessions, ^^ remembers tbem no 
more.'' He tliatcasteth them b^^ bis back, bn^ 
ries them ^^ in the depths of the sea<" Whatabm^ 
dant mercy is this to poor treiH^lifig penitento! 

•^ Erov. xxviiLia; Is.llr..7. 
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Whed th^r sins are 80tt|^t for, there ''fiball be 
none ;" when they are inqmied after, they *^ shall not 
be found;" cadceUedcompletdy by the precious blood 
of the Lmnby and obliterated for ever from the book of 
God's renembiance. In all this you perceive mercy 
of the highest worth, and of the most permanent 
duration. 

SL M»cy is exereised in protnoting peace ; that 
rest of conscience which is the dose attendant of 
pardon, and accompanies the scriptural hope and 
evidence of it.«^Thus it is said to the penitent : ^' I 
hanre seen his ways^ and wiU heal him; I will lead 
him also, and restore comforts unto him, and to his 
mouniers." Ta aU of this description how ap- 
propiate the proasise^ '^ I will hcAl their back<« 
slidmc, I will love them- freely : for mine anger is 
tamed awaf^ from him/' This tranquillity of con** 
seienoe, this cooifort of the Spirit, tUs joy of the. 
Holy Ghost, attending a sense of pasdoned sin^ 
w4io can estimate its worth! May youand I be 
eapefiaftentally acquainted with it, nor lose it by 
our folly I God has mercy on the truly penitent^ 
in that he seals their pardon, he soothes their fears, 
he gives^ Iketti rest and. peace in bdieving; yet this 
fest and peace are not en^ed in an equal degree, 
MP without frequent intcrruptiokis^. owing to the 
i m perfe c t i on of our frath, anid our lapses into sin# 
We are happy in such proportioD arweaiehol^: 
dlttsit i& that '^ the Spirit its^ hearalh witness with 
our spirits, that we are the children of God." We 
j^eeive ^not the spirit of handi^agttti to foac, but 
tfie Spiiit of adoptioD,. wherdvy we cry^ J^Amp 
ftlher*/^ 

3. Metcy^mesi9reiBied>ia d&>vdix^ 
What ib4t>dmt» preserves amidst the snans and sins 
iiMch surround^ U9? liet one own wisdom: no|t 
our <]|^- stra^ ; Mt any deviee or inflttmoe of 
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ours : \ve " are kept by the power of God, tbitiugb 
^ithy unto salvation;" and surely there is mercy, 
rich mercy, in the exercise of this power towards the 
feeblest worms ! We see others stumble and fall, 
fdl into the foulest sins, and sink to rise no more ; 
but how is it that this is not our case ? Divine 
mercy upholds us : '^ When I said. My foot slippeth ; 
thy mercy^ O Lord, held me up." . This makes us 
watchful, keeps us on our guard against the enemies 
and temptations which assail lis. This leads us to 
Jesus, and preserves us dependent on him for all that 
belongs to our security and comfort. It brings us 
to believe the promise, and to rely on its accom* 
pUshment: *^ My grace is sufficient for tbee; my 
strengili is made perfect in weakness" — " My sheep 
shall never perii^h, neither shall any pluck tiiem out 
of my hand."-—" The Lord will perfect that wbick. 
<^oncemeth me. Thy mercy, O Lord, enduretb for 
ever ; forsake not the work of thine own hands. "-^ 
•* Let us therefore come boldly to the Throne of 
Grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace ta 
help in tim^ of need." 

III. The absolute cektainty of Divine mercy. 

" I will surely have mercy upon him, saith the 
Lord.'^ No words can be more explicit^ or better 
adapted' to relieve the mind and clieer the heart of a 
dejected penitent.— Observe, 

L The greatness of God secures it:-*-" saitfe 
Jehovah.'* . - 

When Jehovah affirm^, who dare contradict ?t 
When he asserts that it shall ,fae, who ean oppose hjfi 
purpose, or retard the execution of his will;? " Be;: 
hold, I am the Lord, the God of all flesh: Is there 
any thing too hard for me r" We are at no lo^s for 
an aftswer: ** With God nothing is impossible." What 
encouragement is here ! Omnipotence is on the 
side of the penitent, the omnipotence of mercy and 
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love. He hath mercy t>n whom he will have mercy : 
he is great in power, glorious iti strength : none can 
stay his hand, or say unto him, in the dispensation 
of his benefits^ what doest thou ? 

Q. The goodness of God secures it 

The name, Jehovah, is as replete with ftoodness 
as it is with greatness. It denotes the all*siifficiency 
of his nature, an all-siifficiency of grace. He pro* 
daims bis matchless name : '* The Lord, the Lord 
Grod, merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abun« 
dant in goodness and truth; keeping mercy for 
thousands, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and 
sin*." See the goodness of Jehovah, how it con- 
quers the greatest difficulties, and removes the 
strongest obstacles, in the way of mercy to guilty 
men! See this goodness provide a Saviour, and 
TOQStitute him " mighty to save"—" able to save to 
the uttermost!" See it rise above the deepest un- 
worthiness, the most aggravated offences ! If mercy, 
rich mercy, is communicated to the impenitent, 
taking away the heart of stone, and giving a heart of 
flesh; much more to him whose heart is already 
softened, who is made susceptible of Divine im- 
pressions, and who is disposed to cherish and im-- 
prove themi ^' I will surely have mercy upon him, 
saith the Lord." 

3. The faithfulness oi God secures it: "If we* 
confess our sins, he isfait/iful and Just to forgive us 
our sins/^nd to cleanse us from all unrighteous- 
nesfffy" • 

He is faithfu) to his covenant; to his own sdemn 
taaA voluntary engagement to save guilty man, ac- 
cordmg to a prescribed method ; and this method is 
allofmercy^ of 'abundant mercy, especially to the 
biidken-hearted penitent.~«Xou perceive his fidelity 
to .his own plan and purpue : " My counsel shall 
standi j^nd I will do all njy picture." 

♦ Ex, SMxif4 6, 7. - t 1 John i. •• 
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He is faithful to hi» toord. — Thu is ihlf fein^ 
tion of his covemmt ; ita statement to us m direct 
prOfnises> ttod positive a^sucaoces^ BtA maiy de jmM 
retract what he hath said ? Sy natneans [ ^^ God 
is not a man^ that be should Meii ndther the 1^00 of 
man that be should repent : hittb he said» aoid ^all 
he not do it ? bath he spoken, i»^d shatt he nol^ make 
it good } He is of one mii^^ aind ivbo Caoi ttifn 
bim r '' Thy word, O Lord, for eyer is settled ki 
beaten^*/' Hear his langisaige tN» tbe penUantS 
^^ My mere; will I keep for bisi lor i^vermof^, and 
iny covenant sii«tll stand f»sX ii4fb hini : nky <xn^ 
naat will I not break, nor alter the tlnag thctt m 
fOiie out of m^ moutbi^^" 

He is^fakbiad to his i^^n.-^The Sock $A QoA, the 
Saviou^v 0# mett, is^ eonoemed in the engi^stneAt&.of 
Jehovah^ He Covenants and agrees to* jreedoipeiiaei 
bis paw; ampty to secui« the ftilfilmenl^oi tiaC^gmat 
purposes: of his bito9aatio0« motiy, aad deatte 
Having^' inad<^ his so^l an ofiferngfor sin/' the m^ 
fagement is, libat ^^ he shall s^e his seedy heidikll 
prokHig bis days, and the pteasure of the Lord sbaK 
pipospet ki his hand. He shall see of the travaifof' 
bis soul, atid shall be satisfied^." And t^hib sbali 
pne^ent this? What shall indude to reeede from 
this ? If fidelity be inviolable to sinnen^^ muob fibre 
to tbe 8on of God, the Saviour ! 

H<e is' faitiifur tb hiinsls^.'^Tht whole scheme <«£ 
Divine diercy is^ adapted and' intended todispin^ tfatf 
giory of the Divine perfections ; and can we s'tL^peaef 
that this- end will be' frustrated? that, eitter fhpMgb 
fickleness of purpose or feebleness of effopt). tbe grim 
di^sigrt shall ponsh ? It cannot be. Observe' the 
]^Iea of . penitents, of humble suppfiants for' jndrc^ : 
^' Do not libhbr us^ |br >t!by nftme-s^ sake ; do bM diB^ 
ffW^ the tiirotafe of. thy ^orj^; rentomfber^ IMedl 

* Numb. xxHi. » i' Jfcft ^ili. 13' jf Pk; cxtx [ ^/ 
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not thy cpvenaxit with us/.' Security like this is in-' 
fallible, it constitutes a rock on which we qpay rest 
with composure ; a refuge, in which we are perfectly 
safe amidst tfemendous desolation. ** I will surely 
havem^rcy upon him, saith the L^rd.*' 

I'rom the whole, 

1 . Let the impenitent tremble* . 

It is true, there are general declarations of mercy 
which afford ground of hope to sinners, irrespective 
of the dispoi^itipn of the heart ; but there are no di- 
rect, premises lijce this of the text. Jehovah never 
asserts his determination to have mercy on the im-* 
pienttent : no ! to them all b threatening and curse ; 
all is ^^tribulation, anguish, and wrath, upon every 
soulof^maa that doeth evil." You who are ^oihg on in 
^ cporse of carele9sness and iniqui^, Divme mercy 
belongs no( to you;.you slight it; you despise and 
ji^^ it J. and .ere; long the message of mercy will 
IJQfliwi^. nOf ;pore, the. da^ .of . mercy will be gone^ 
the j^o^^f (i^« >ve^3^Bance^ wUl be c;ome, ^' ana who 
^U . bjp ab)e io stajid f"' !lSf ot you who steel your 
he^fta ^igaip^t. tl^ yoice of. God, who defy the onir 
v^f^t/^uQi^/oi^}^^ and abiis^ the exceeding 

jfii^^^ his loive. f Wha^ will y$ ^9 i^. the day ^ 
^il^s^D,^ ;aqd ia t))(8 desolatipn , which shall cotne 
TOm$ fsc£^} jTo Mfl^om will yp ^c^^ for help? cind 
wa^e, li^ll yoiU Jeave ^our ^orj ?" If you persist ip 
^§g^OJ|^nqy,- and pensh in your present state, it will 
«b^|3(eqsl4ng indeed ! [Ypur doom will be dreadful ip 
jjjf^SBOftjoffi t(|)-J^^ you n^w enjoy, the pro- 

]»j^i^ vojpaoy witli which you noiy are favoured. 
||y. ire inciulfige th^ hope that a serious concern 
fps . to . be iSii where h^)herto all has been indif- 
,^^^ Hqie and crjmin^ neglect. But is the hope de«- 
^nfti^ Js 4^6 .pleasing expectation unfounded? 
Should this be the case, know that " th^re remaineth 

a cerb|i|i fearfi4 :lpp|(N( -^9? Pf J^^g^^!i ^^^ ^^''y 
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indignation, yniich shixU devour t6e adversftries.^ 
** Who among ns shaH Ai(rdl witb the devouring ftre ? 
with everlasting burnings ?" ** Cta- ftine heart em 
dure, or can thine hands be strong, in the day that 
I shall deal with thee? I the Lord h«ve spoken H^ 
and will do it/' *^ It is a fearful thing to fall ibta 
the hands of the living God**" ' 

2. Let the humble hope. 

We turn with peculiar pleaJBure to yoist, and lave 
to bring the message of the glorious gospel to youi 
It is Tntelligenoe adapted to jt>ur ease; and jottare 
jprepared to welconse its tfutbi and to receive its 
blessings- * 

**Toyou is the word of this salvation seat,^ in aHHi 
fiilness, its freeness, its glory, and its grace. **For thus 
saitfa the High and Lofty One that inhabttetfi ttmAtyi 
whose name is Holy, 1 dwell in the higb^and horf 
place ; with him also tHat is of a contrife waA humlirle 
spirit, to revive the spirit of thte humbly and ta re^ 
viye the heart of ftte cdntrite ones ;^ ia^perfcct har*- 
motiy with the sentimeht pf Ae text, "1 wSsure^ 
have mercy upon him, sd^h the Lord/*' Ituitible 
penitents ! we are sent ^ prisaeh good tidBngs to you ; 
^' to bind up the brioiketa-heafted, to prpdaOT Rber^ 
to captives^, thd the opefnihg of the prison to them 
'that are bound; to ^prbclaim the acccnptitb)e year iX 
the Lord," Our. cortimisiibn ii : ^* Conifert y(i 
comfort ye, my people^'-**' Strengthen ye tHi& wekfc 
"handstand confirm the feeble knees; say tdiheia 
'that are of a fearful heart. Be strong, Iwtiiofc^ 
We point you, therefore, to the fburitaiti of oovtii* 
nant mercy, to the precious Mood of Cluiirt;,;td^tNs 
Spirit 6f truth and grace, to excee^Kn^ ;^eat and/pihe- 
cious promises, and to none which concerns ythi 
more than the promise of the text ; bcarit in imal|^^ 
and receive it in the heart; it is tiie voiqe of Gj^d 



* Heb. X.2Y. ^1 ; It. iubUIi* 14; El xxS. 14m 
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1cr>«Gli dtjeettd, )^itMi bOkym : ^ t waK miMf 

^}otamgmjoi^> Dor you not find fi^tti' t)i0>*gos|^ 
that tbe i^mk ijmifoithjr iMiva obtaimd wtKcy? 
that the . BMak^^ {^iltg^ mvo obtained 'OHeloy? tbM 
^iwtettiof ieswy daseriplioQ, and dtiattod^^Mrkh'Uia 
£wIhC nffincas, fanva obtained mensy ? Thesb tkingi 
am i" viMqn for «iur laamihg^* ttMt' aia might have 
faal|teiM aadihaivi^' ^b^, Ifaiti ft* night M dieririied 
aa4 abound. Hw dajrv niaiy sMit bwdeded sp^fft 
ted.nlie£(< toniapodfijienilwt an al^ufidenoy of 
pardon; some mourner in Zien strong cMBoklkml 

9. Let tbe believer rejoice. 

He has the firmest ground of peace and joy^ 
both in his present privileges and future prospects ; 
and espedally, to *' rejoice in the Lord/' to whom 
he is indebted for all, as the God of his salvation^ 
To rejoice when we are easy and prosperous is not 
difficult ; but the duty of the Christian is, to '^ re- 
joioe evermore," and ** in every thing to give thanks;'^ 
for there is no condition in which be can be placed, 
which forbids this feeling ; no situation in which this 
(Promise does not stand good :— '^ I will surely have 
mercy upon him/' 

We learn from tbe example of tbe apostle Paul 
who it is that can glory in tribulation ; can take plea* 
sure in infirmities and reproaches; can sing in a 
prison, while fettered in the stocks ; can be content 
-in every state ; and can rejoice in hope of the glory 
of God : had we more of his spirit, a larger measure 
of bis faith and genuine piety, it would be unspeak- 
ably better with us. 

And while the believer is thus invited to rejoice^ 
take heed that you chedsh with the utmost^ care all 
that is essential to this rational and scriptural de* 
li^t Live near to Cod : grieve not tbe Holy Spirit : 
be ever watchfdl ag^unst the first approaches of sin, 
the distant app^u-ance of evil. Live much by faitb 

pa 



Stt Metcy to Penitenfs. 

Qtki^Memi^ Christy our advocate with 'the Fathar, tnd 
{MTi^ltttition for our sins;'' ^ fonvard, coastantl]^ 
^^ lo^dog'tinto Jesus,*' with his word for your gnidey. 
his ipiace for your support, }A% Spirit for your cdm* 
forter^ and heaven in view a&your final rest : '^ 
.Jtf^iS/iiot lon^* before mercy will not be needed; 
as ig^lt and.sm wall be done away. Thel9alv«3 
tioniwfaichiisfiowradvancing) will be complete; Ho^* 
Mness wili be perfected, and liappiness is' inseparaUei 
Anticipate with grateM satisfieictioD the joyfol pe^ 
riod,. when holiness and happiness will be liianterS 
ruptcd and without end. . : } 
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HauAeiU for this cAuse J obtained merc^^ that in me 
jfirst Jesus Christ might shew forth aUiong'Siff^ 
f cringe for a pattern to them who slumld here^ 
e^ler ieUeve on bim\toMfeevtrltiitfyig.' * 

HE writer cf.Aese wordBi.was a digtinguiBlied 
character. Asr an Apostle, he stood pre»emin0Qt ; a^ 
a Christian, his attainments were of the highest order; 
and , as a Minister of the Gospel^ hk labours, his 
snflferkigs, jind .success excita our astopishrrtent and 
deligHt * . / . , . V. . . 

&t his convenioB.was^^mosI remarkable, and the 
circumstances which attended >it are ' particularly 
worthy of r^ard« This tnaa was ^^ turned fr<ftn dark^ 
nessto Ught, and ficom the power of Satan to Ood/' 
by an enorg^i-inesistiUpy ^sball i^e say? It M^as at 
}eafit inKrinoibler ' Hi6 conversion, was a miracle; 
^e larm! of Omnipottoce eflboted it ; and the grace 
of the Lord Jesus Christ wasioxceeding abundant to*' 
Iliads him,. From tins event resulted an entire 
cbangie jn all bis pl^ns^ and procedure ; he .believed 
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the truth ^hicb he formerly despised ; lie preached 
the faith which once he laboured to destroy i and 
the substance of his messa^ was : ^^ This is a faiths 
fill saying, and worthy of aU acceptation, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom 
I an) chief." 

With the mo^t Exalted sentiments of the Saviour, 
he connected the most abasing views of himself : he 
sunk, • in his own estimation, into the dust : be 
classed himself with the worsl, and even lower than 
the worst — the chief of sinners^ " Howbeit, for this 
cause 1 bbt^ned mercy, that in m^ first Jesus Christ 
might shew forth all long-suffering, for a ^lattern to 
them \i^ho shoyld herewftnr -believe on bmi to Uf^ 
everlasting." 

We notice three thing? — The improbability 
of PauVs obtaining thercy^^The to kBcr which, not* 
yi^ths^ilipg, , be 4i4 re0ei^«r*AQd tiie bc&iitN df 
it(» bMtavwxpiltt 



I. The ;^|||«Q«ABlkaT3r cf Panra obtaiiiing 

poercy, ,\ 

Xke ttfiBiBer m mhkh Hie text lis introduced nk- 

0f«^ imn tfae^ea^tlHgely to be on kib^dt trf" meicy^; 
IMI^ as }miAtkt^'iib te tlms/diitegiiiished ; (the 

ffcrgngest ioiprt^bittty; oppesised^^^m •yf^iy:'**^ 

" hotvbeity I obtained mercy/' 

Nftw yfiUk Mm$ Peal'S.'cWaeter pvevkftis to liis 
p<Kn^ei^n^ ta ChEisfiatn^ ? ibd h&^gma im idfii-r 
labsr^ Q^ipiibHoan^a weAigrtQ,iti slave 40 Ikeiitiiiui 
>pp0t)te3 and habits r ;$ita^HiKl he faoM^ui iftittdi^ 
tioner md unjuti; ian^piirisM^ tiie 

fatiberleiis, .or the wlAow$ Wk ha^'OO «vi(£»o^ 
^ th^rrrfMad lie pito&ned <the Sidibilthr Imd <ib 
cpnteiiitpt cf t)|e l^w, md m disreg«rdi bf «iiaral%iid 
reI%iou9 4tities? TheTeneiee was the ^t im 



Paul €n Exawfte ijfMcrcjff 99. 

OKQ^ axvl Jo sincerity of iptention Ji^ was ^xccliec^ 
by none. He suin3 up the character which he giveii 
of himself in these remarkable words : — ^^ touching 
ibe rj^eousness which ia in the law, blameless." 

Haw then was he '4he chief of sinners?' Wherer 
in appears the .atrocity of his .guUt ? In ascertaining 
this, we must regard the statie of hi3 heart, as evinced 
|»y his spirit and conduct in matters distinct fron^ 
W^ has JMSt been jnentionecl. We ar^ acciistome4 
fo Judge pf s^i tpo .much merely. £ropi the out^-ard 
^i^^ We fprg^tihat ^the seat cif ai^ , i& the heart ; 
l^aii; it ilw^^ begins, ther^, and is broi^ht forth, 
though not in^oflsly in^moral practice.. We forget 
{hpjt the. sinfulness ,Qf.«in copsis^.in its Wpg cofH** 
mitted agaiost God ; and that a man's guilt is to b|^ 
ineasvred by the .equnty^^d opposition of bb minfl 
fgainst , the revealed .will of the Most iligb. 

By tWs rule Judgp of Paul's charaQter belbre bis 
eopyersio^ and you will\^ the improbability of 
the caae, the hindrance^ which appeared in the way 
pf ibis. o.blj^ing fwrcy* His earljr [advantages, in 
4Bpm^respecte, i;ircrtefcm§icl^rajble.: {bi^l^^^iff^tiou wa^ 
Iibanal:;« be bad aat.at the* feet of ipamaliel; bui 
wb^t.faa^ be there i^earnt? Nothing t of his own 
faearVnothiogpf.tbe;30sp9)> notbiifigcf Christ, no^ 
thing of tbe^^ay. of 'Salvation by bis gross,. Of these 
jrti^gp \^ 1p^^ e^e^- 

ovisly misled,: hia prejuydice ,w(mb inyetersKte^ «ind bis 
pride was .excessive ; , his ;^f^rigl^fepMs . pr;de indeed 
was. iuB|)greatest sin ip the simp of, Gpd^ the mainr 
apripg^pf ^Ibiscttbeir sips^ tma the stropo^^t barripr 
JAithe .waj o^ibis ijijqvewcp. fie ^jSj^ifd itbe goqpel 
^-.Fwlqr? l}P<^?(Ufte itppppsed t^ViPrejudijcp f^nd Ippcbed 
bis Mi(te;;^Bd>ibatipg tbe.gpfp^, .be jr^fi^ to at- 
;teaa tOrits §vfdQlK;9^ wbiob inj,^t have ycf^pvinced 
him of its truth. What he did was '^ ignorantly,'* 
but then he refused the means of knowledge :' it was 
*^i)x^nheli?^".^ut;beiiS^ ^He 

•bstwi^tcly a^pfkm \fSf.^^P^^^M^ f^^ » ♦^^ 
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closed hk etiri^hat he liiight not bear; arid thus 
cherished ^the^ hib^t rancorous enmity against the 
Bdly Jesus and his ftiHpwers, ;. • ... : .. 

Nor' was this aiH; "He spestks of himselfj yersfe thie 
tliirteenth, as "a blis'phetticr, a persecuttr; knd inju- 
rious/'— By a blasphemer is not here meant, a pro- 
fene ctirser. and /sweftrei*, but one that tiegratlcd titie 
dignify arid viliffed the name of the Saviour, the Son 
of God. Mah^ ^hinic K^ -thiy 

utter, hut'smftii words are exdeddiiig|y sinful,; asiofat 
of the fu!n6^9'«f the heart tH6 mouth sp^etii; 
WhocAn tcfl hoiff much' abusive lafngiiage' this liian 
had uttere^ agaihfet ihie Ulessed Jesus arid 'his Gd- 
Bpel! HoW many malieibus Wtfrds lie hiid spoketi 
jftgainst the imoffendi'hg ;G^ristiahs'!'^. But words did 

savage, deeds.^ ' " Brgathftij^ 'eiit threatct^^ 
slaughter, Hiemade havock pr the Cburdii Entering 
into every house, he htAed men and •women, com-' 
mitttng them ' to . prisofi. ' ' Beittg ' - tJtde^Aio^y mad 
against theiti;- he periJecnt^d fheiii fevch'fi^drsthLnge 
cities ;'' and- Vi-hen -the^ wei»e 'put td' d«at&;'^^fe^^ivfe^his 
^oiceagi»\h(iitK^ 'T^iiiis Wi6wn^^,cbum'0ftHc 
matter; and what shall \ve think b£ Hs/ clmAetei: 
iVcTO this View of : it ? • What'sirt mbi-elileihotis^tban 
WaspHertiy?' What crime nibre hateful awi^ii^iouJ 
than pei^egiitfonj especiAtljf. of fills :kihdf, taid riSng 
to' i^is pittfli ?^- liet *n '*'man's coridiicft -iii' 'otHet' re^ 
ispect^ K^ evfersb*^heattl,^hlfe^ieal feVer-i^o ardent; Wi 
-rflncirfty'ever' h6 dear; yet if ^cVbe'thS-defbrihity 
bf^bi^ hh^ttkt, sefPifondeibnfttiori bricbmes^Ki*. 
^Did P&iil^^ Kfeel *imsdf %h«rt fa* sfei*; I afai *'^ the 
^hief df'*'siflnfe*^?^'^'^iJ^,^^9i6-W^^^^ the -fntt 

ibikldObn of riis'^h'tnlild, as^ enlightieiied *y th* 
-Sl>iHtQf<Jod,' Wmieit;iiii! ohtkh}^di'ib€ii^^^ 
'notice''^' ^'•* '' ''''' * ' ' " '* ^*^ ■ ••^ .>'''-j -•■ - .> iUii* 
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Paul an Example ef Mercy. 41 

^ i. livr^ks<yoefeign\n\\s source.' ' 
Whfehte did it spiing?* Through what* medium did 
itfk)w? ikuinan merit could have nothing to do in 
thc'gifV-bf hiefcy to tiie chief of sinners. Mercy 
always excludes merit, and most evidently io in 
the instance before us. It was mercy flowing freely 
^m the throng bf * Jejiovah, through the atonement 
of 'Jesus Christ; by lyhom every hindrance is re- 
moved/ every* 'ob;5tacle tiikeri out of the way; by 
whdm .the denrrabds of law and justice are fully 
arij/we^eB, io that nifercy— the richest mercy— is com- 
muhibated' in perfect harmony with holiness and 
truth. Remember, atid forget not the obedience and 
'sacrifice of the Son of God ; timiugh these it is that 
ihercy Ifo^i so freely to rebel man, and evefry pcr- 
fecfioh of I>etty is exahed in its. most abundant 
dbplav. -^ 
* S. It was great \n its degree. 

' We estfmate the greatness of mercy by the guilt of 
'the ' bflfetader^ bid by ttie eflfects it produces! Wliat 
was* Paul's *gu^t ye Havfe already noticed, and let it 
bercji^ted. Thei^atof sin is the heart, it "works 
thteVc 'iii bitter enmity' against God and the gospel, 
itf self-righieduk ^ride> inveterate prejudice, and ob- 
stfnatfe'unb^R^: aggravated guilt attaches to these; 
-and ih such degree ai'A^y pfefviil* in any xpari, that 
mv^, is'g^t which stiiindu6ts t^em>;ahd Svhichis 
^csTCChijl trf'sulxhie thcW. And such wa^ the mercy 
"i*Ificfr*\Pfe'ul' obtained : not sf«rhyg'trrtrcy i^^ 
alldwfng ^^i '^- space*' fbr repentance, but givifib hjna 
rej)entao(4 tlsdf, that repehtiancie whicfels •." unto 
salvation.'* Behold, therefore, its ma^ftiitti^ 1& 
its ejects i It was mercy to pardon all his, sms^ to 
rahcel all hiir gUilt, to' tustify Sis^soiil, to cUfQige 
m^heatt, td^6' hikh ' inwaM p^c^ >f)d; Hope. 
'^iri^Moifort: 'if ^as' iheti!^y^ to^ 
%ttbwle(^ 'a0d love <^ Jestis Cfirbt, lb ^make him 
^bdr^^td^riew'hiktt'i^th^ in^ifit^ mtri 6f his mjn^, 
^l^td <mgag^'liiQi V wiilK'tt^ 
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your jadgment of siDy by what it is ia tb« 9ght of 
God; and of m^t^r !>y ^^ .gi^H it reachpsi^ 'the 
ini^eiy it remoyeai the bappimiss it y\eldf ; aiul y^ 
Tvill perceive the amaaing inagmtude of Div^^tmerf^ 
fo such a man as Saul of Tarsus^ ... , » ^ ^', \ . ., 
. S» Itwas 60un(//ef.f iu its bleasiogs. . .. . ^ 

Hear the elevated sentiment of this !ii|postl^ 
writing to the Ephesians : ^\ filess^ .be, tfai^ J^9^ 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Chria^ whp Wh 
blessed us with all spiritual ^bles$lp^ ,in.,be9f 
Tenly places, in Christ;' blessixigs- en ;the 1^ 
kind ; blessings adapted to the nature and nacesr 
aities of the soul ; blessings that are ^m heav^ 
that lead to heaven^that brhig us into intimate cqiv 
nection with heavenly realities, and that ana^dui^abijp 
as their eternal enjoyment It is the o^ei^viUicf^ jof 
a late author. Though God is sovereign in ti>e l^r 
stowment of mercy, be is no^ nij;gardjy. He ^es 
-beyond the humblecl sinnerV bl^st e^^pecj^ajlyon. 
Where he looked for a single drqp, thei;e jdieyfcend^ 
the copious shower. Where he hoped io receive the 
alms of, one xxii% be finds the collected tr^ures .qf 
a thousand a^^es, thf 4nassy. mGuntajn. qjf solid \0>1^ 
As far as a sm^e step U exceeded jby the drcumr 
ference. of the .globe^ or ;as hi|^ as ^e heavens ^re 
^bqve thp ^^fth^^ ^en tq .the] illimitable ,dj^ta^qSfjpJf 
|ii)bpunded./sjp|8^ so % does God /^urpas§ ^[f^" 
; l^ectationywhe^^^p fiiaweth.meri^^. Ipa^^ 

toercy^ and this wa^ its pature^ these, \if€;rd; it|9^prQ* 
tei!t]e9>; it w^ soverei^ in\\s, source, ^^ 4^!?^ 
^begra^ .and pc^ blessin(p.-^w[epcpce^ 

4t{WTMPf jpgijjiqrt^ who v#re4}^pn?% 
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tonvrnviotii we naturaUy kiquirQ^ For whbt pmrpost 
WBB this ? Wkp wM such ii man oiade a partaker 
ef such viercy ? The tekt answers the questioo. II 
was tiot for his benefit only^ bot^*'* For this ci^nse^ 
that ID me first Jesus Christ might shew forth all 
long-sufierioff, for a pattern to them who should 
hereafter bebeve on him to life everkstiog." 

Here are two distinct reasons assigned for PauFs 
ctytakiing mercy; one regards Divine k>ng*sufferingi 
the other human encourattment. 

1. It was to illustrate X>f0m^ /m|^#&;j^ ''In 

me first/' does not mean in order ik time ; for many 
had oi^taioed mercy before Paol; but in rank, ia 
^uilt, in atrocity of oflfence; as if be had said, '^ that 
m me prmcipalfy^ in me as the cA/^'^the chief of 
sinners, the forbearance of the Most High oAf^ 
ooDspicuously appear.*' 

Long^sudTering tdwards sumers is one of the most 
l^rious perfections of God. It includes that slow* 
ness it wradi, that miwiUkigBess to punish, that 
patiente under prarocations, l£at waiting for repen« 
tanoe, thait readmess to receive the penitent, which 
the Almighty clahns as peculiarly his own, anil 
which he so abnndtfntly manifests in his dealings witil 
nan. And see its spplifcatioa to Paul. In him 
vsBishewn ail long^imering; tiiatis, forbearanoe 
the'tiost tender and munificent; for ho«r provokasg 
most have been the pride end unbelief of tfab mans 
deluded by a profession of relig|bn 1 How otffensife 
hispiUyers, while his heart tpa« atenlni^ with God^ 
How loudfy'ittd his blanAieBainff iiangusfe, and |»en- 
secudng spirit and coooMt cm for wingdwMe; but 
ViamanaeMras delayed Iw-^And aaorbthm this^ ^ea 
his rary Ind tiseat «o th^'highat pitch, miid,fcva(thih| 
idau^Jtor aganst 4»^ diadpKs df iheLoni, he faastea 
ta :&masdm, the moee speedily no 4}oai]ttete dwir 
iMtraclioti— ^euen liiba tbe iiottf ODSft him in the 
tfiditsttdeidttsdeiif ^^ Wathmfflft fffl1lri^1mthiffi^rt^^1^fl 
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h&art< a Ad reconciled him to hiknsdf! Was not 
Ibis ^^aU long-suiFmng?" No sooner did be cry for 
mercy/ than bii^ cry was' beard| and mercy, was 
<;)btairfed ! No s6bndr was it said of him, ^^ Behold, 
he prayeth V than Ananias was directed to go and 
comfort him. 

U. It was to promote human encouragement. 

Here we have the applicatiod of the whole to our- 
selves. • All this longHuifiering ^was shewn to Pau},> 
" for a pal tern to th^m who should hereafter believe 
on ' JesUs." There Is sotheUiing in the idea so won- 
derful, and yet so pleasing, bow shall we speak of 
it? ' Among men, the chief offeodei^s are usually 
made the examples, of ^Justide^;. with Gxk!, they 
have frequently been made the examples of Mercy ; 
Pabl was such in the case before u&. In ' this me- 
morable example we see what mercy is, what it can 
e^ct, and how far it can eictend« We here behold 
its majesty, its energy, and its triumph*^ In this 
instance, we have an earnest of; the . merey ihen' in 
reserve for a lost woiid, a demonstration of : what 
it; wioald -prove and accomplish to the end of time; 
As a painter gives you^oa canvas the liimhess of 
fiving beant?^ ; as ia ^dexterous statuary sofiens !the 
rude marble into .symmeti^y :and graceful form; as 
a tradesman shews the. qfuality of. his goods' by; a 
f^ selected sample^ in like manner, the: Holy 
Spirit here delightfiilly. exhibits the form/ tibe propor^ 
tidiis,'tbe qudliti^s of Divine Mercy. And let it be 
tkmdtnbered, its .beauties, never fade, its just prbr 
pocitibns never, alter^ its Idrely qualities never vaiV* 
mnditeradvantagiBstitfein&aitel .... ;. \\..^'\ 

n Faplobtaiiied' mercy iis-a ^^ prattem/' an example 
^iimrcy io. us. We, in itjus instance; ate taught 
inta^itayiuioi^lforcibly than-woi^ teach tis^ 

Aat God ja slow to anger and of great kindness ; 
Ifaat. Christ is m all-sofficient Saviour ; that in liim 

«ib&iiifi68 diWjeU^.tioseftrctmble. ricb^ of grace and 
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goodness— love, Wbidb passelh koowledge— rcompasi* 
sian ^whicb h«s no boitnds. May ihk truth come 
home. with eoergj to every heart!. May it speafc 
peace aod comfort to every wounded -spirit !. 

Are any cast down under a sense of sin ? Does 
guilt oj^ress you, and fill you with d^spoodiog 
fearsP.Siwlaf to these. were once the feelings %A 
this man. Prostrate on the eartti, ^' trembling and 
astonished,: he said. Lord, what wilt thou have me 
to do?!' Then he ^' obtained mercy !''. And why? 
For the express purpose of encouragement to suc^ 
ceedinga^» Aad remember, there is nothing sa 
widely . diff^rjsnt between yoior case and his, as t« 
hinder .your^dnniying comtbrt from his example ; it 
is ^ven with th^ very, design, that through patience 
and copifgrt of this Scripture, you might have hope. 
Berfaups you $fty, /M h»Ve been a. great and griev9 
ous transgres^t ;" so^.was Paul: — **'I have.conti^ 
nued long in r#)dilipo against God;*' so did Panli 
—"I h^ve been very provoking in my. sins;" 8& 
had I^aul be^n ;'^^' 1 have been guilty of slighting 
the'QQS})#l, and despisipg theibrbearaace of. a com# 
passionate Saviour ;V Paul had been guil^ of simi* 
lar offence. Still, you urg^, ^^ He had not bem 
$wh a^ sinner as I have been, not addicted to the 
scyme^firimes/t It .may be so; but he had been /a 
J[>^iSf^Qmer and ^a persecutcNF of the worst* kkidx 
if not the (lave of grosser pas9ions, he had fostanad 
a spirit of hateful pride,:had yielded to aheartiof 
bitter enmi)ty agaif(st Qod Hod Christ, and ^d lixdi 
ip unreason^l^le} and obstinate unbelief; yelh- 111 
VjQbtnined iji^rey n / , . .' ,"* 

< . ;Tbis is what you are p^vti/sularly to keep in mkid ; 
he obtained Q)§rcy,'QOt for his own benefit. obI^, 
^but chiefly a^s; §n exfunf^e of eqQouragemebt to 
.ptbejssi,;iipd..w:hy not tQ jjvi^.?— r" for a pattern to 
.tl)em^>|^ho.li(|K$tfter ^hoiiTd beUejepn J^sus toiiia 
cvprl^§g/j li*,i8Ptr.this.r9cep^n.pf the SaVicur 
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yeur coneem ? ^^ Bifieve on tile Lord Jeras Chmt, 
and you flhail be saved." Flee to htm for the p^t^ 
don of ^ sin, and fur ddiveranoe from the i^rath to 
come. Rely on liis '^ exceeding ^at and preetou4 
promises/' Plead nothing but his merit? in your 
^ivour. Comant your soul into his haiid6| and 
doubt not but you shall find the mercy of JehoVab 
to surpass your largest wishes. 

Some of you have already done this ; yoti hm^ 
Miered on Jesus Christ^' to life everiasting/' Let 
this^ titerefere^ be your daily work : live s^l by 
fiutb on the Son of God^ till lifi^ eternal life is 
yours in its full fruitioil. And what a hope is this 
to cherish ! What a glorious otijecfl is thib to antiei^* 

Ezte-r-^lffe everlastii^! Surely gratitude the most 
vefy should glow in our breasts, and a sense of 
•bligatioii^ the most aflectimate shitukl ever be re^ 
taiaed. Did: Paul *^ obtain mercy V* Believms, y0U 
have qbtuned it. Did he say, '^ By the grace cS 
God I am what I am P*' Fan may say the same. 
.Was the grace bestowed on him '^ not in vttb ?" It 
ought not to be in vain on yim^ Let tiie hmnble 
service, the l^oly obedience, of your lives, testif;^ 
file unfeigned gratitude which you profess to feel. 
^ Shall we drop a word of caution ? Let none abu^ 
Ais subject iis an occasion to sin. Let none per* 
veraely ai^ue, that because Paul obtained mercy 
Mnle going tm in sin, therefea^e t/mt may do the 
sadBOy and shail obtain mercy too. The cascte, in 
iUiB^viewv are widely diflbrent. Paul did not sin iii 
tbe-^ilgsumptton, that he shoifld obtain merey, as 
some men sin : he '^ verily thought within himself 
^hflt he ought to do many things contrary to ' the 
^ame of Jesus of Nazin^/' Can yo^i say this? 
While you wilfully continue in transgression, ^can 
lyou fitom tiie heart say, that you verily &ink yoli 
are doing r^^ doing what you ought? Nb ! you 
we better iotormod,. Ckmsoieiiee* vm not suifer yod. 
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to palm -such a delusion on yourselves. Yoo know 
that to persist in sin is directly criminal and dan- 
gerobsy and that the wages of sin b inevitidde 
death. 

The theme of Mercy, remember, calls you to 
penitmce, without w,hieh ctkp«sJtsioo of heart, yoa 
have no pardon. The longnsuffering goodness of 
God the Saviour leadeth to repentance — that he 
hath borne so long with jmut provocations ; tiiat he 
hath held his hand while you have dared him to do 
his wonst; ^t he badi daily nourished and* pre* 
served you, while you have aaily abused his ^flta 
and kindness; that notwithstandmg all your past 
rebeUicm, he is still ready to paroon and to bleM^ 
waiting to sanctify and to save ; — this thought shduld 
break the heart of atone, aad cause the tears of 

Sdly sorrow fredy to flow* M%y this be ^ case? 
ay eacjtv smiting on t^s broast with ivdissembled 
cootrUion, cry, '' Gpd be ffierciftil to mea sifuier V^ 
And may the future deportment of each eivioce that 
the mercv obtained by others has been found by Ji% 
fliul produces ti» most boly» e0«f ts \ 
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PAULS PRATER BEFORE AGRIPPA. 
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: ACTS xxvi. 29. 

And Pout said, I would to God, that not 'only 
thou, but also all that hear me this day,' ^ere 
both almost, and altogether such as I ain, except 
these bdtnds. 

OW powerful the influence/ and bow striking 
the e'i^Sy of the grace of God ! A proud pharisee 
is changed into a humble penitent; the chief of 
sinners becomes the best of saints : a furious per- 
secutor is transformed into an eminent apostle; 
he stands forward a zealous preacher, and yields 
himscilf a willing martyr. Such was Saul of Tarsus, 
and we glorify God in him! Beine converted to 
Christianity, he was '' a burning and shining light." 
None laboured so much, none suffered so severely 
as he : his heart was in his work, and '^ he counted 
not his life deu* unto him, that he might finish his 
course with joy, and the ministry which he had 
received of the Lord Jesus." 

Summcmed before Festus the Roman governor, 
and Agrippa, king of the Jews, the Apostle deli« 
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Ters an itble defence of hi^ principles and character. 
While speaking, he was rudlsly interrupted and 
charged with mental derangemeM :^-^*' Festus said 
with a loud voice, Paul, thou art beside thyself; 
much learning doth make thee mad." He replied 
with all the calmness and dignity which conscious 
integrity inspires, ^' I am not mad, most noble 
Festus, but speak forth the words of truth and 
soberness :" and, turning to Agrippa, said :«^'^ The 
king knoweth of these things, before *wbom also I 
spNeak freely ; for I am persuaded that none of these 
tilings ai« hid<)en from him, for this thing was not 
done in a corner." Agrippa was by birth and 
educatiop a Jew : he was \retl vereed in the affairs 
of* his country, and knew that the facts which Paul 
stated had actually occurred : he had also some 
acquaintance with the Jewish Scriptures, and might 
be supposed not wholly ignorant of tlie agreement 
between recent events and ancient' predictions. 
Hence Paul preisses the matter home upon his con- 
science : it was the wisest method he could take : 
*^ King Agrippa, believest thou the Pn^f^ts.^ I« 
know ttmt thou believest." Overcome with this 
pointed appeal, he was no longer able to conceal 
his convictions, or to suppress his feelings : — " Then 
Agrippa said unto Paui^ Almost thou persuadest 
me to be a Christian." 

• But Bee the inefficacy of human means, and 
the n^cessi^ of Divine Grace, to change the heart. 
The love of sin, the fear of man, the spirit of the 
world, aoid deep-rooted prejudice, prevail against 
tbe argoitients of an inspir^ Apostle, and against 
^Ibe struggles of an awakened conscience. Almost 
be was persupided, but not more. Paul perceive^ 
the defect,' and he replies in the words before us :•*— 
^* I would to God, that not only thou, but, also dl 
that -bear me tbis day» were both .almost, an4 
dtog^ther stiKib as I am, except these bonds/' 

VOL, II. E 



40 J^auVs Frayerjftffeire J^ippit. 

How b^nigQ is tbe spirit of the Goiqp^ iiHllMHi^ 
9iini|ib]|e the character which it is ada|jted |o ftmn t 
Pftol's character was fonacied id tiiia way. ; but w^ 
^lall confine ourselves to. thnee views of it^ suggested 
l»y tbe text — his i>£cisiaN — Us ENJoyME«5p— 

mA his. B£NBYOL£NC£« 

• 

L His DECISION : this* is intimfttecl in tfaewordt 
— *^ such as, I am/' t 

Wbat then was Tanl ? He was a Christian^ 
This is evidmtly what he Bseant to declare m Um 
address : he wishes it to be clearly yndsrslood thali 
he waa '^ altogether" what Agrippa was. only par^ 
tially persQ£ided to become. 

And what is included in this* dispcsitioa tmi 
cbanacter of a Cbristkn? Not tbe attsenmekil toi 
. Isnowfedga o^rely : tiot a plau^btei professim omly " 
btit lining; fe.iti)^ holy love» and spiriliial operativ« 
life,^ Every man is. not, a Christiani who oao taUs 
about Christiaaityy who as»eatS! to its evidences, siid 
s^ys.tfaait.he b^Mes its doctriiies; but that man ift 
ai ClHny&aiiiwho with his heart) givesi cfedit to Ae 
Gospdb of CJtffisty who feels its. powder oa bos miod^ 
and, loamfeats its, effects, on bis temoi^ i^di ia Ua 
life. 

Bear in mind, it avails not what yoni are, tmic^yoa 
be Christians. Were you ever so* rich, W wise, on 
]fi;anie,d(; ev^ao highly respited in sodely^ or beloved 
by your friends, it woi^ld be nothio^on aextlo nothings' 
Dutesayou ape brought, to axerdialbeli^of tbeGos^iel; 
apit to aa affectionate obedi«m» of Jesua. Qhrieftr 
Itiianotjn.thj^ powar ^mao to briag youtottUs^ 
for it was. nat.^ io, tbe powec id Paul ^ec^ttailytiii 
parsmade AigpBppa^ But} msigri t^e Spicifr ofiGaMi 
uadentaka. the < work! Misy. be tou^il the hfw^ >^^ 
the! ohangpiis pDc^aoed^! la tbere^* mot in yon> some 
desire to>bei.Ch8istiaqsfF Is.timre^Qot swaeKdacisiDli 
felt on tbiaimpoctant^Dointtr TKe iiope tfaeoe Js;;^ and 
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our prayier in Resented fo'God'^ thut tk^f' pl^d^ 
MfMctatiot^ aMHy not b« kfeapfHilnted'; Yo«i' ^d 
tamstera Hke erediv of toMehi fbr yow ifoal« ^ yott 
IMftei^ theif Mtkkuife in their prayed for 3^>cnr/ 
and in tb^h* plMdil>g with' you, but are ydo udf 
eodMrned for yov/rsehfrn^? Is' nM yotitr ef «rnkl Wet^ 
iure itfeafrest yodt^ ewnr Hearts ? Yoti; tfr^ convintiei^ 
of the en^titofes df a^ mem UMut^ tHe - vaniiy <M? 
aii: eMtet-niU ppofemeti ^ godliness^ ut^^GOipMMl 
aAh its life tend* pow«r;- and are ydU not sayitiiK ** O 
that' I wme bs fm\ mB^ ^ ^c€K^ mde MtUMt 
GhriMtenr . . • 

This is strikingly evident, lie was satisfied' K^itfar 
tife chciM' he had made. He had no secret mis- 
g^iai^ tm imeajfy apprehension, tbM in embpacingf 
Christlanliy he^ had done foolishly. All thaci be 
wiitifeiaed ait)Qtfd him, aicd> felt wHhin Mifl, tAidcK^ 
^\y t& edi^m< his^ faith in the &68peli, and tO' eti-* 
lltra^ ^"^hof;^ Wbick it ibspinss: 

Birt ha^ wsfflf midi<^ than ^tisfied ; he was hafip^-^^ 
mUtAk taidfef- happy in fais fetters of affiicttdn,* and^ 
anrtdsfi th^ nepMaiih which he endured, tiian all^ 
Sfdendid' autfieiic«i which he addressed; sktiog^ itti 

And fet H bei Mdiarlced, a* maa is hafrpy^^ Wtff> 
ax%ord4ag> tt> htsriails, bur iSie ^tate df bis heart:* 
te Ms real"^ et^ymem tiot ac^rdlhg' ft^ ^iH^i^arA 
a|kpisaMtAee, tot in\^Ei^;iiiieMal feefihgc ' Joaeph, . 
calamfidiafeed and ittiprisoned, wsfs r\W amcldus ist' 
tlMi Iwst; fi^r ^*th^ Lord<was with tto, .add shevi^' 
hhn iiMrcy:^' DaniM and his three frlcMls^ harasised' 
and iiislilfM by a tyrant, were pev^ctly'^eomrpog^d; 
ffe' iSbtk confidience was in^ God, and th^ i^lVfati^n 
iMtt Irom him. But no instanee'4s tAdte vBlflttHfthb\6 
than this of the Apostle : — When he and Silas his 
^rotblppi and^ domparfito^ in' ^id^Hon^-WKf^ eHntst 
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into the inner ^prisQiH and their £eet made fa^t m 
the stocks, ^.^ at midnight they prayed, and" — socb 
^as the feryour of t^ir devotion, 4uch the holf 
^dour.. and elevated (deasnre ivbich they felt eveo 
W the depth of adversity, that they ^' sang praises 
to Odd» and l|he prisoners heard them/' He could 
*yj '* We are troubled on every side, y^ o^ 
distressed ; we are perplexed, but not in despair;, 
pei^seciited, . but not forsaken ; cast down, but not 
4$strQyed." '' For as the sufferings of Christ 
ab6und in ms, so our oonsolation also abound^ by 
Christ." " I am filled with comfort, I am exceed- 
ing joyful in all our tribulation." " Now thanks 
be unto God who always causeth us to triumph ia 
Christ*." . . 

. iAnd this happiness, remember, Christianity pro-- 
duces. 1 It is tiae Go&pel, the knowledge tmd fa^ief 
of; t^. <jfospel, which refines the enjoyment, and 
^^U»Xhe.ftlmty of man. May we have experi- 
niental .ac;qu$intwce with it, and betie.ve it withi 
the heart unto righteousness ! ^ • The glorious Go^peL 
of the blessed God'' does not mock us with shadows, 
4Dd; delude us with empt^ promise : it is all realty. 
It;Iii])liDun<sQs blessing^ suited tp the nature, ad8|>(^ 
Uh the. w^tey and lasting as the immortaUty.pf tbe^ 
soul. It brings nigh salvation for the guilty, par--^ 
df^ for mfinite; o^Ssoce. It rev^i^s the all^mpoi^tant 
fa^t, that God can ifi ^'jjust^ and yi^t thejustifier 
qf him : thal>. believes in Jqsus;." and thftt;,/^bl3iI]|g 
justified by faitb, we have peace with God, through 
0^ Lord Jesu^ Christ." It imparts rest to. the 
weajry spirit, joy to the troubled breast, ^^stfoBg 
cpdssoj^tion, and good hope through grace,"; ainid^t - 
the most pailful privations and advei^ities of life. : . , 
In jsiu'ch d^greje as we know this in our personal: 
experience, we have the witness in ourselves tba^r 

• Act* xvi. 25. ; 3 Cor. i. 6. ; U. 14. ; iv. 0, ik ; yik 4* 
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the gospel is true, and that Christianity is of 
Ood ; and doubtless the blame belongs to ur that 
•our experience is so defi^ctive, and our enjoyment so 
small. We live not under the influence of the gos- 
pel, as we ought ; we live not in the exercise of raith 
and love, as we ought ; we live not above the world 
and near to God, as we ought : we ane negligent 
in cherishing that spiritual mind, that devotional 
temper, those holy and heavenly affections, whidi 
wrould most effectually secMre our peace, and advance 
our comfort. Henceforth may our repentance be 
^ihto salvation, and our resolutions abiding; then will 
-our happiness be more exalted \ > * -* 

• • • 

III. Observe bis BEKETOLENCE. * 

This is the most prominent idea in tiie text, the 

leading sentiment which it conveys. The good-wiU 

4^ this Apostle first regarded Agrippa, but it did ncft 

rest with him : it was diffusive, it spread throu^ the 

ivhole <;ompany. Here were ' not only the king and 

his sister Berniee, in the atttite and pomp of noyalty, 

hxxt Festus the ^vemor, and his splendid court, 

with a. crowded assembly of military officers, civdl 

magistrates, and principal citizens. Paul bebekl 

them,' and . how did he feel? None of tliem were 

objects to be envied by this happy Christian* Hfe 

felt compassion for theii^ state ; he felt the tenderest 

concern for their souls '{ and hence the- friendly Ae^ 

•sire whoch he labourcid not to suppress, that ail 

Wflthin ' the sound of bis voice were aitdjgether such 

as himself. ^ 

In one respect, it is true, he desired no riscift- 
'iblaiiee: this.is be»uldfulty expi^essed hi the words — 
'^ exceipt tbese bonds. '^ Paul stood in chams birfdne 
* Agrippa and ,the court, but he had no wish that thof 
. &i»uld be chained .: be was charged as ' a pestilent 
iellow, a mover of. sedition atiaong all tike J^<vs, *-a 
nngleader of a detestable and dmgerous sect '^ bdt 
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lie had no d^ire ihi^ i^^e^^ should be >«landerei^ fike 
him-^OK iqdiimtion that they sbovld be pers^iitiieil 
eod taffieted op any accooDt^— -" Such us I asm #«v 
^^j^ thes^ bands.'' 

There 4»f e perilous yv\xQs if tb^ sufibr undeBemroJly^ 
ittcluietbat Hitu "Otccuser^ ah^re with theoi jii euiierr 
jiig, thiit thus they tna^ Jeara sympathy, and be 
ioduttd to pity. Ttiere is a sbew of nsasda ia thit^ 
J)3it it i^ not neii^on : it is not tiie teoipei: which 
Christjftbity approves, nor wa3.it the miiidof this 
^mifittit disciple of Jesw Christ. 
: Some ^iiere it^ also who adopt Ibe sentinent of the 
text, but with little propriety. They avow attach^ 
ment to religious principles, and want others to do 
the same, bu^ seem not . to suspert the serioiis de- 
fiicta^. their own character : with all their zeal for 
the cause of truthi they imbibe not its spirit, they 
iive liot tinder its influence, they practitelly disregard 
its {^innesfc pneeepts« Let such peraooa first aee that 
ithey . ane Christians themselves, and then let them 
^ideoce concern for the Christianity of others. 
, It is well to judge of the religion of Jesua Chriat 
:byit9 effects, and behold its effects in this courageous 
moA benevolent disciple! Job said, ^^ Let mine 
reoemy be as the wicked :*' Paul bad learnt a nobler 
^esson^ and he was taught it by tlie gospd-^^^ Let 
Aiy friend and mine enemy too be as the Christ]an.f ' 
He inchides the very men who accused and fettered, 
reviied'and injured faim, saying from the heart^-^^^ I 
.woald that aU who hear me this day, were both al- 
most and altogether such as I am, exoq)t these 

' How amiahle is this temper, and how wxuthy df 
'dose imitation ! l^t it be cherished with diligaice 
wad cane, Desire the injury of none, not eren t)f 
.^ur woi^t enemies, but seek the benefit of aU. 
(Fofm ^he liind wish in behalf of .your fiuuiUes^ y^oilr 
mgi^mf^ 9^ all around 3«)u, that they may ipave 
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yonr CMoforts^ but not your crosses ; your joys, but 
not^our grieft; your holy contentment and satis^ 
fkction, but not your fears ; your cbeemg hopes and 
jirospccts^ but not your anxieties. Whatever there 
is of bitterness in your cup, wish tiot that it be 
ftdiBiBistered to others; but whatever vou taiste of 
the loving'-kiiidness of the Lord, the wider it is dif- 
fused Uie better% 

Observe how the benevelenoe of Paul was «x^ 
pressed ; not by mere words, the impul^ ot momen- 
tary feeling : the text is a jN^yer, solemnly pre- 
MDted to '* Hun who heimeth prayer/' With his 
eiiain in hk hand^ and bib eyes directed to Heaven, 
he utters the desire of his soul-^--*' I would to God !** 
IFtonithislettr|i,that no place is unsuitable fdt prater, 
OD tiraeJs ixneaMnablefor the exercise. We meetfet: 
prayer io public iworShi}» ; we join with dur families^ 
wad we itetkie kMtm cktoetS) on the tsMne business; 
hot m vAxtd c6lto{>any it may ivdt b<s itnpk-oper, lihd 
eveft amsng ^he enek»i9i of devotiofi mental prayet* 
sHileMi ma^ be pi^rfbetly fi^ and highly beneficial. 
We kkri «k insttucMve in»isin(i6 in thfe ctoeof Nt^- 
hemioh. The: faing* AttAiierxes Ms ttnaster was a 
heathen^ and as^ wish littdU«d^l(inowledg6^Jehov^^ 
lor regant t» his Bdrvice 9 ' but h6 snw that some- 
thing tifiliotQd the ' mind imd dij^ssfed ikk spirits of 
his servant, and he encouraged him to make his reqUfelK: 
NehemMi idid 10, but ^kemarkSH-^^ £0 I prkyed to 
the iGo<f of beaveiii^.'' He Jtvcis standivtg at this timts 
&i.di€0|ire^raceof the >iiinB^ engaged ill eonvershtidh 
^ith ism; :b«t^ ^ihQhti^Al of titmc^ be daned h 
4ei6m loihii iSod,iie briasMl ^6 ptAy&t df bis soiil 
«iithtt MoMit Hi^t^ M imii>:iMiiiiil prater^ but 6mi- 
tMi^ afiptopnatai lt|fd:><tuoifeisfu).' Paul, in lUte 
ribMAeiv )pi^d>)i0r »lfis fiis^sMutem^ 4S h« fclood fti 
tMek ^fTO^neii, v«iid):>fi^ only; his 

I. J :: ,_'.' J .'• ^y.'ii'J ^// fiio 1'/ it] • ; ; 
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voice was heard; he avowed his acknotrledgiDeiit of 
the true God, and thedeVotioa of his heart>* by an 
earnest and audible petition. . • ^ . 

Benevolent wishes should be matured into prayers^ 
and ought to be expressed by pleading with God; 
But are we not guilty ? Does not conscieQce accuse 
us of an omission ? We iiave sought credit for syni* 
pathetic feeling by fair Mords and friandly looks, but 
where have been our hearty abd eanaest requests to 
God? Intercession on behalf of others, and es* 
pecially for those who revile and* injure: us^^isa duty 
of no light importance : it is a pleafiUre to ta Christ 
tian, a proof of proper feeling, and may be. pro^ 
ductive of most beneficial effects. 

But prayer was not. all. The Aposfle spent his 
life in active kindness. From the hour of bis cont 
yersioahis inquiry had been, ^'^ Lord» what. wilt thoo 
have me to do?" And^ in iooitatkm of his '^««t 
faster, '^ he went about doiog good." Weave per*' 
suad^d that he who thus pra^d for Agrippa wad the 
court of Festus, wasreadyin every iway tatprcnie/the 
benevolence which he expresfied :. bis .whold^oetcintel, 
and spirit, and; manner ofiife confirnnid it: .his..im* 
wearied labours, bis painful iSMlT^ngs^'his exempksiy 
patienoe under all that « he . endured, ; demonstrate at 
once his love to the SA^ipitT: and bis ^ood-wiU to 
men* : ..- : .'. -v- .u /• •> •• • . ■ ' ^jc, •».*fi 

: And with our prayei^^iet Us uaite ^exeartiQii; fA 
.what evidence have^ we.^ theitisincerity^olf we 
really desire that men. mfiy ibe.Christiam, let^<tocii 
tineai^ foe used as arei>like)^; tO:traii3fQriii their cba^ 
racter. ^Oiir fainilifis ij«iy bfii instructed an4 aftoO^- 
pished : they ipay beieogaged M attend the pteadiiog 
'Of th^ gospel, toteadjy^;$0Diptu{3e&, to ay<^id the soh 
.pi^y of tiie viciQii^^ja94 tf a^sociiate with ithe goodc 
in i)ui»erops \^Ays:ouriJ»fluenc^'4imy,hi^: directed 
the salvation of those to whom we have access, and 
(his influence qiust be emjploybd if wq would ap« 
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iprwe ourselves Christsansi or justify our kAAti to 
Christian beneH/^knce. Especially, the ipiritoftlie 
disciptes of J^sos^ should appear in us ; tlieir temper 
atid^ oojidiict dhoold adorn our lives; .for liow un« 
seemly, faow^ sbodcing, is the pettttonofibe text intfa4 
isioiithofan di^oty prbfessor of Christianity 1 What 
moral deforihit^, what secret pride, what selfishness 
atid ^ile di«simuUttion'«vould prevail, wisre the prayer 
answered as proceeding from many!*^*' i/vradld to 
God that others were as I am !" It is, therefore, 
Hbiy holy consistency) by circomspection, by ei^ncing 
the power of religion on our minds, and by. noKt- 
niliistfaig iu influence on oar lives, that we are most 
likely to be u^fiod; and without this our prayers are 
nothing, they are fruitless to otiaers, and dekisive tp 
•iHfirslilves. 

Shall ^^ glance at the conduct ef G4}d, as amotive 

to benef^olence ? '^ God so loved the wori4 that h^ 

gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever beSievedl 

in him should not perish, but have everlastkij; life.^ 

«Nor wa0 thie^ gift of a Saviour all : *^ He that spared 

^^ot his 6wi^ Son, but delivered him up torus all^ lioir 

Midll-helfotititbhim alsofreely giveusall things?" And 

^a sUth t|M^ision made for us,* and eani we be cohd and 

carete^s^albotfti f he welfare oif others ? * Htis sucli' love 

lieetf ^^liprefes^ and is such grace bestowed, aiMi Ap 

we remain seltish and slothful ? Rather, let« as rise 

\6ti^y^Att^ityi let us aboand in benevolent eff6^ts, 

and be DtiWeakiedt in friendly service. 'Mfi^ye ttaem- 

^^folii itt«ilat|6vs of God, as deiir children;^ tend walk 

^i^lb'^e,' fasiOhrist also halib loved us^and hathi given 

-hblMlf^tM^'US.-' ; ' ; . J • ': • ... Mr ^ .: i.. i : ^ *-iq 

t > 'Afftitbis -su^sts aao(^ motive, which icomoB 
'^K&p^ still qjidser to our feeliags^^Ma faroiit/;!^^ 
'^^wgit^kfiuft. At God in ocnH iiiature,oand sc^oonb- 
-mg ' with rua/ (what beaeivoience . did he eioptaKssd ! iHom 
' P^^^hodr ardent, i]OWtigei]lerbusj(>hDW).d)nitanjfc|(wa^ 
'^4K^uliittsJci:Wbatdi#g^iiae 'w^eaAinigiiKi^f' 
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Tinti 'Wlwt piJtieiice in beiring #kb tbe firowvd ,! 
WfaiKttoiHferMSsid relieving the afflicted, in e^neigth^ 
^ng the . "in^eak, and in comfoitiDg tb6 distressed t 
•To Gio^nChe whote, such was the lovq and pitj of 
ids hearty that ^'hefave his life a nuosom"^*^'^ Wbeo 
Pve were yel widiout alraigtli^ in due tioio Christ 
died &r the dngodlj." May tiie love of Cbrist cod«- 
atrain lal May his eifain]de aUiii^ his word directi 
«nd his '^ace ihTigsnate i . 

We close the ssibjeok by two or three rbfceo^ 
-vioirs-* 

U How wiite the difference between the spirit of 
Christianity^ and the apfarit of the world I . 

A QUiidf the woiid, grasping at its gsifiBy and 
rising in its consequence, cannot say from. his heart, 
r*?^' Xwoukl that otheni were as I am V* No^ his «4ints 
4o rise ahove others^ Wh4t he atttdns in Jtmnvitdge 
he wishes to iGsep to himself: hebends itfr advanti^es 
to his owQ interest, and applies thein to his own 
ismohimeilt. The spirit of the worldi you perceivfir 
iftiiigganUy and selfish ; but this of the Christian is 
lib^r and diffijsive« On this prindple it ic^ thht 
llhe tnore tkre know of Christianity and eajoj^.^ of ifs 
Uetamgs, the more we shall wish tiiem 4p he im- 
fmrted to others/ and shall long for the happtnQS9.>Qif 
ihe world.. • 

. £., Heiw strakidg .the contrast between the n*lil^ 
^thtt gpsfil; and tiie pretensions of iniUelitjr C/ 
. Infidels :bDftfit of benevolende : they eall tmniselirds 
ibcirieada of mental, fileedoln aikd of ttdiversa^ifafk- 
piness; but are they free and happy? JuJtf; ^He id- 
aasrse ! . Xhey arertbe tli3|ies of error, the vlavts of 
"iiisC, \the 0peM of disappointinent and j^ide. ^V Wh^& 
•they ipnoknise, ^on ^faerty, liiey th^sdi^es^ are ^Ae 
acTMBrtts-af |Oorrm)tibn i for of whom a/txmn islvoiistf- 
arane^ of.idiO/isfime iftie brought in iKMldage^" 
-Take jMrsgr Hba Jjoy joid pdaee itUt^ )Bm^ i^iifA 
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fijves, annihilate the hopes and prospects which 
Christianity inspires, and what has the infidel to sub- 
stitute in their stead ? We ask the question, but 
wait in vain for a satisfactory reply : we leave him, 
therefore, to his own delusions, tjie obiect of our 
tenderest pity^ ^ wL^y iM teli^iodl idiich made Paul 
so happy be ours ! ^^Y ^^ ^^^^ i^ ^^ power 
and exemplify its lovely.£JQxts ! 

S. How highly desirable is proficiency in religion, 
In opposition to a languid wA wavering profession 
ofit! 

Only the map that^ows in ^ce, can ndvance in 
stability and rise in consolation. Had I'aul re- 
sembled many in the present day, we should not have 
read of his undaunted firmness, his high enjoyment, 
his enlarged benevolence, in the court of Festus. 
Adversity is a trial of priii^ipi^ fa test of sincerity* 
and frequently a means of txjposvsig the b^pocrisy of 
the heart, qt of detetftiog the weakness of our faith. 
L^t us not be satisfied with low attainments: tl^v 
are the. refuge of indolence, and the bao^ of iiapfHr 
ness. Have we n6t jBvery encouragement to " go 
forward ?**— to rise ifrom oabes in Christ to young 
men, and from young men to fathers ? The Head of 
the Church ever lives, and from him are all our sup- 
plies : under his in^nence may we daily grow xfk 
stability and comfort ; and by his Spirit may we 
abotipd in " the fruits of righteousness, which are Igr 
Jeiius Christ, unto the glory and praise of God T 
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THE PfETr OF A'BtJAH. 

a. DISCOURSE TO YOUKG l»EOPLiU> 

.1 : » 



1 KINGS xiv/13. ' 

In him there is found some good i%ipg toward Ihc 
Lord God of Israel, in the house of Jeroboam. . 

O ACRED history is instructive., . Jt unfol<ls ipucb 
of the wickedness of noian, but more of the goodness 
of God.' It strikingly illustrates the wisdom of hts 
providence, and the powei; of his grace. 

This part jof the Bible is enriched with biography. 
*It informs us of various characters ; some, of whop 
were ebafnenf for piety and usefulness, others yvere 
notoridtis.for vice and mischief. These accouiits are, 
some of them, detailed with considerable minuteness ; 
others are sketched with brevity ; — ^some are recorded 
for our imitation^ others for our caution ; the whole 
affording an interesting variety, adapted to humble, 
to edify, and to improve. 

The text refers to Abijah,the son of Jeroboam. His 
narrative is short, but highly pleasing and instructive. 
He was young, but truly pious, and pious in a family 
remarkable for the opposite temper. He was steady 
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Id fe%iou8 principle against a strong .tide:o£per% 
Qicious counsel and example — " In him was fcnmd 
tome good Urnig .toward the Lord God of Isnael,' io 
the house of Jeroboam/' 
. Concerning the piety of Abijab, observe its e a rlt 

SX18T£NC£-- its SINCEEITT — ^itS SECRSCT-^lftS^E- 

ei&xutf.*^and its aecohpbkse. 

.- » « 1 . r 

• • . » . t 1 i 

* I. Its EAEXY EXISTENCE. t 

" He IS cailed a^chiid (verse the third): ^^ he shall tell 
tiiee what shall become d the /duld.f We are awasa 
that the term. does. nctf always denote the next stage 
to .inftocy.:> it is applied to Joseph when a yomig 
man : Jerem^ also apjdies it to himself wfaoi 
grown to years of maturity. We have no means of 
ascertaining precisely the ag^ ^of. Abijah, but fnom 
tfae .acirdunt given of him^ it is. evident: he ^was very 
jmrng-; yrt not so young btit that he had a cbaracto! 
ef his oWD-r-*4t character amiable and devout. 
. > Happy would it be were there more like him it 
Uom deavable^ that in our ftmilies the number of 
sudi was much increased ! On thb occasion,, may' 
the^leiider hearts:.of . some be touched by the Holy 
Spirit, and engaged in the earnest pursuit, the higb 
tttaimiient- of personal godliness ! 
^ Piefy, At any period of Itfe, is pleasbg. In cdd' 
age, it is venerable.- We cannot look on a Chris-*' 
^wi.\advanced . in years, and more.advuaced in ho<- 
Hoesa, : without feeling peculiar respect His fboary. 
head is a -crown •. q£. ^lory. His humble heart, i hut 
Imvenly ftiiit, dea(i6Qatrate his growth in grace, and' 
iB^ew. that, the Lord is u|»right 
,.|fi:ea% youth, piety is ch»e£iy amiable. Itfisthe» 
ifHage 'of God restoied on the soul, when its powwst 
aostmost vigfMTous, wbefo its passions are mostrwarmii 
^e«jils prospects jof life.are most fair and flatttriog.i 
^Q jiee a yobng man come out from the worlds , and 
scyMoMM .iutt^C Jb>m^: i seduct^re/Jipares ; to^ 
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tear; hiln^ oitfiiiBic tf tsndeis MMseSBioe, 
dflwd «£ flin^ and d%)igtt4 w faolkeis 

saints ascribe the glory to Uin wiioi. ^^osfcotf tioM' 
aiiwtb 00 Infaoi and andUfingft ari 
' itim- tnuuh meBr.ea9j^tape0saad& young people 
of the amiableness o£ f eti^aiif tboDi M «iigftga^ tbtm 
in the pursuit and attainment of its excellency. Have^ 
you the desire of this .attaiHment it vGJierisii.it ^tb 
cwet TliA gmcB of tie Loud Jlnwi (Chtliftt s adffi- 
oisnti f or y ou. Tbiacaaaiidse'jKXiv'^ilfiiJ^itiitfie iheo^ 
e£ liis pamefycmi cfaoidBryoajeiiwtadly^iaiiA eati pscM 
VBTfejou^. amidflt al tbe:lemptatibnsi oftttfjilifa^ 
nDdcmtamioated <aDd unfawati^^Oiterifle, . *- 

. II. Ite sn^csaiTT. 

It was pi^y tm kimi noiiappettfiad -to^ faiM» 3flt 
nMebf professed hy fainir«^^^ io him^vrea ferodui—wr 
good things" OfJob itia asserted, ^^ the-roolLol tto 
ifaBlilttr'' wasfimndiniiitn: tiie bmnthes arerlitd^wbrth 
^tfaoitkti&erQOt; tfaiey soon Tvtther, ted caniieifleiiaftnali 
The root of piel^ was in Abijah; the^gmn of life'i0SP 
m tiis heart, and there it ap€B*ated^uiittpiimipfe^ 
f(idi)y^silic0rily andj hx)ly affection. 

The same is intimated by the wofda^^^^lMiard^ 
tbe^ Lord God of Israiel.'' That is not gsivaine 
metff wbiofa regands, with religious, respect, any dthetf 
BUt Jehowah; or which Mist 8bort^{^%oof^lMMlff 
fVLul* true God. A man's general dep^tment* ttitfy^ 
iMin^toad^ bis attendance on sacmd dtitieB may W 
iftgalar^: tiiere may be the semblatDee 0i dawltiM^tli 
his disposition, and yet a very sm^us: diefteClir'hll^ 
tebaratcter. 1%^ formof godliness may be obsei^edi 
hat nothihg Mt of its^^ spirit and power. WlmtW 
religion^ as taught bf in$pi»ed^ writei^^ and 'Bt^emrn^ 
pti&d.in prvmilive believers j > It i8> *^r6p^^m^ 
tbivard Gody and faith tsward oof? ItfSfct^ Jisit^' 
Cfihriffe^ Vo- stMewent^oani be4nor«4ii»lu' iM^ifii^ 
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fna^. ^^ Repeotanci!,^ jm penM^ miMli J^ogtrd 
Oudi. In veinia dNaylctibn of us^ and woipmoy 
tioB Oft ifes accQunl, uakes^ iveare bimftkiti tcr God in 
Holy penitsnee and huoihk bope-*^'^ iftbmh wiU m^ 
teni) O lartel^ aaitb the Lordly i^Mira iNitai mr^^i'^ 
^ Failb" «l$a tnmfc rravd hio Soiv t^ Sftviour^ 1% 
kflesuig to Him as^t Hefins^^ itis hiiildiogoai Himt* 
a Rock; it is vficehmig Him io all the offices and-^ai^ 
raoters be aastaias; it ia oanfidiftg: in Hm Sm tmrf 
blesaiog wbkh bk name impoirtfl^ and Sat M th# 
aahrotioD wbicb bis obedience and sacrifice proeotes 
-^'^fidiene on. the Lord Jeaue Chriat, aad tboii 
ink be sawdf." 

: ¥au are uvj^ tfaerefore, to moie tban the ap** 
pearadce of piety; see that you attain its reatity^ tiudk 
yott !fad its irital eawgg^ in the fear and loae of Qodv: 
JkoA 4a. Mth in Jesoa Christ is the aoimatitig! prin<^ 
eipijB in the religkn of Cbeistiaas, rest not witboub 
ik z iiire i» itSjbafattmilscKienoise^ andyou lire indtad 1; 
'."^ I ](»Te»" saysi the Aposllev ''yotaotl, but Gtbrisli 
linetb in mm; aadrths^fife which I now Ura in tfar 
flosh, I Ine tqr tbe faiths of Ibe: Son of Goi^Hwb 
losoedme^ ftadgavehiiaself ftdr mc^^-^^Obsarvief. 

• • » . ■ . 

* HI; Ussfi^ftBcr. 

T^iirwhatwe cannot ajtegstber cooaoiflnd ;. y«A 
lb is Intimated in tiie text^ and is instructive to us. 
I^Some good, ^ng'' wasiniAitdjah; what this waa 
wotare Jiol eaymsfy toU» nor doos it appear iiy m 
&CKiea» of adavo'semca His goodoess was neal, baft 
was.in>a(#reat meBsutWfQQnc0aied<. SnaU as ndgfat 
bO' bisi adirantEigei of cdocatibo, the Lord bj^ bias 
Spurt. hadbtnq^ biin^ bad reoevned his h^art, ajMfi 
ftrniedi iiim' foi)^ binself ; bence we may. fairiy co0h 
ddde^diat ttfacM wcqeio .him good prineiples^. gpCK^ 
desires, good resolution^L; oadL ioteatkni^ tavMr£tfa^ 
I^ord God of Israel. 

• J^n iv, I. t AslDitiiai^ i T 
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ftt TkePietifofJSij&h:^ 

i -Ik^r eilMufagement, remark, however secret agoodl 
work may be in -the soul, however hid from the' ob- 
iervation tfmen^ it h visible to^ God: he beboids it 
with ae(5e(>tanGe and piieasure. There is no good 
principle in the heart but which he produces^ no holy 
desire but which he excites, no heavenly purpose, but 
which he fixes and approves. -> It isa sentiment ei>. 
couragtng to the sincere and huoible, '^ The Lord 
seethnot as man seeth ; man looketh on the out*, 
ward appeiarance, but the Lord looketh on thelieart.^ 

^ Yet remember, where ^^ some good thing" e)dsts/ 
It is desirable it should more than exist — it <Hight to^ 
appear in correspondent fruits and effects. Goock 
principle is valuable, batjet it be seen in practice; 
good demes are laudable, but these should be at* 
tended with^ac^ve efforts : good designs and resolves 
areentitled to commendation, but worthy deeds aodt 
Useful ser^e are much more* beneficial, i. We cainnofr 
speak too highly of inward piety, Init it must not all 
be inward.' Jeha said to Jeho^aphat, ^^ there are 
good tthingi found in thee." Wiiat was the evidence, 
of tiiis ? ^' In that thou hast taken away the grovea 
out of the land.'* Here was the practici^. effet^* 
the manifest proof of his inward piety. James re- 
quires that a man '^ shew his faith by his vfotks ;? iafad 
Paul writes to Philemon, of " the acicnawledgiag . of 
every good thing which is in you. in Cbrkt Jesus. 
And why should not what is good be acknowledged 
end appear? Let the temper, and disposition of >the 
Christian be seen in your Christian conversatioB^ 
^ an open and consistent profession of.fcd^^on, by 
active, service for God, by ^quent fellowship with, 
his people, by integrity and holy prudence: in «all your 
transactions with: thev world, .adacn thergospeltot' tbfi 
Saviour, and evince your.acqtiaialantejuatb tiib» 
power of his grace. — Observe^... i :•. ^ t i •. * -:. - - \ -' 

IV* ItSDBGlSIOK.. ; * i :.% * 



it a decide^^^A^itct^r,' eiti^ vnHd^^ tnorb-f^'.nafkabid. 
- iieifi}im/Oi ' bft itHb' divUloii of ibe kingdbn/h^aded 
tte^tfeVoie-^f itli* T^enTnbfes, and- by thetp was ^6- 
kil&«»teig0(itiBi^ kiri^ f^ o|ibpditibn to Rehoboatn, the ' 
iolPabd^tfegifc) S<i€^s<§fi brSolomon. •Mri({)dut edu- ' 
hdiiP^pmti^K and etevated to the iii'rohe ' 
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opfi#6^teilLlR:e^1d<^la^: forbidding 'thd i^'e^ple 



sb^«f^EftM'it(iftl-3efQac:he nrade p6isii Wt 
lowest of the peoples he treated the authorisect ^ro- 
pftM§ <«Pto£toi«^;fS a!>meh)p% and ih^lt; and in 
iiMfty(4l«vi'i&c6t«V^ ^the basen^s of liis character, 
flflSFoa^n^W^lEktti^ti^srt. ' 'St^dY ^m the father of 
tMi%fffia!Bl^i^AfthCi^^^'H^&r ^vMeHtlV "m his fa- 
mmiKmWopm^m^H^mi'Uh^pfkdice of piety. 
mM%ppiim'ik:f"'miniU'mvaXed itt&ota are' 
mMVo^idii«''% <'i«Wbi'^'thei^lfa6^Ji of icings. 




fm yiiSmm^mSeiiomi'mkh fal^' nlibrship ' 
iims; Sfl»$"ib^ttt<d% "y^d- ididnijty t^httH ii always ' ' 
iim<^l' WemeH\'s'^iim<M to spiritual devo- 
A%Amiii:kij^h'l6^pb^M: Tt)i$"d6ubtle8s ' 
iaF'telft^Varied%^iii«,^arid to d VeWous de- 






cttWil''<t>d- .^— „- . ., . 

tomikm^^Pa^mi'iix^. ■'■ "Restraint 'ik removed, 
evil propensities are strengthened, a system oL error 
aoMl iniquity coonmepces, , wh'ibb present' becomes 
d^Hffiea.f "md'^'cl^S i^a f^r for 't^^ abiable 
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«6t The Piety of Jbijah. 

in him ; md we admire the holy firmness he main* 
tallied amidst such powerful disadvantages* 

Others have held their integpty in dang^ous si- 
tuations. Joseph, and Nehemiah, and Daniel were 
religious characters in the courts of heathen princes* 
Zaccheus was a publican, Zenas a lawyer^ and Cor<- • 
nelius a soldier ; yet each was a convert to Chris* ^ 
tianity. There were saints in ^' CoBsar's household ;" .1 
a fact no less remarkable than Abijah's piety ^^ in the . 
house of Jej-oboam." But God preserved them I , 
And their safety in such circumstances, while it 
reproves our sinful timidity, greatly encourages our 
&ith and our hope. 

The lot of some who are . present may be cast 
among profane and wicked persons : you may sit . 
solitary m prayerless families; hutbt decided. Adore 
the griace which makes you to differ> and look to the : 
same grace at once for prudence and preservation.:; 
Repiember, your singplarity is your honour. That for , 
vrhich..you are reproached, b^ mep, is approved of an- - 
gels; and is highly esteemed m the sight of Go|d. Your 
situation alsa^ves occasion to the exercise of be* 
nevolent affections, and these may produce the most 
beneficial effects. Jeremiah '^wept in secret" be- 
cause of the degeneracy of the people among whom 
he lived. The soul of righteous Lot was ^[ veited 
from day to day, with the filthy conversation" and 
Yitilawful deeds of guilty Sodopi. You perhaps have 
feeling of a similar kind, nor can you suppress them* 
•I|Uulge»them rather. Cherish the tenderness of pity» 
aSlrabouIld in the energy of prayer, until the jLord . 
eittierremoveyou into more favourable society, or turn . 
the hearts of your enemies to himself. — Qhserve^lastly, 

. '^' ^ i * : 

V. Its qjgCOMPENSE. 

Abijah die9>^ was buried, and aU Israel mourned ^ 
at bis funeral. — ^This may appear a sinsular. recom- 
pense of piety > but the circumstancesofuie case must ' 
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he ooQijdered. The Lord had tiireattned the utter 
destruction of the family of iferoboun, on account of 
their sta : they should fall by the hand of tiolence, be 
unburied, and unlaqiented: verse the deventh-—'* Him 
thi^t dieth of Jeroboam in the dty shall the dofS' 
eat, and him that dieth in the fidd shall the fowls of' 
the air eait ; for the Lord hath spoken it'' But 
Abijah was exempt from the tfarealenmg, and saved 
from the calamity :. be died, but hb death was in the 
order of nature ; his removal was in mercy to him, 
as deliverance frdm a sinful woiid/ a distracted coun- 
try, and the ioic|aity, the oisgrace, and ruin of his 
falher*s house. /^ The chiid^^all die^ and all Israd 
shall mourn for him, and bnrys.him; for he only of 
Jeroboam shall cotaie to the grave, because in him 
there is ioutid srtne good thing toward tiie Locd God 
of Israel, m the house o£ Jeroboam/', 

So much is reveaied, but more js implied. God- 
liness has promise not <mly of this life, but of that 
which is to come^ and there it meets its Imrhest re« * 
comtpense, it. terminates in eternal gain. The tem- 
per^ and visible reward of Ahijah's pie^ was, a 
natural and, eiu»y deaths a respeotfnl interment, and 
universal regret at the loss of. an amiable young 
prince. 

6u^ wiih the light, of the glorious gospel, we can 
go mush farther^ mni can assure our youns friends 
of advantagiaB.Qf the. highest ordar. Should you die 
ywng^ (aiidwho is secure from death?) you will 
die bfippy . Early (nety shall meet its rewanl. It 
does not merit heaven, yet heaven is its cer* 
tain r^ult *^ Some good thing" bang found in 
you, ^t is th^ work and the evidence of grace ; and 
the con^letion: of grace is ^^ a» finr more exceeding and 
e^l^i weight of glory." Looking forward, there- 
fore,, beyond this fleeting scene of tSngs, be en^pged 
to the exerdse of faith and holiness, to a life of 
prayer{an4 devotedness to God; by Uie prospect of 






i|ottorei'laiBiaiwbld.ifX21inistltthoUktlleav^ filMteif]^^ 
-^I'flWelU; saiditfap>. child; %tlidn I^ili(^ 91M1 bim^ni 

cfMKb^ ^itbagockkiesslinKiniiDefc^.; >H^ 

thfi [iuirtun^io£ fbe^ J^i*d) //Quitted ibyihik wcHi^^^bi^i^ 

f^gIytel^canIlem(^>Sli^ ibis'tife^ir/ «^^ 

atoikiireitQ JcswpaiUiiariiihiitMb l>y^tbet|iop(i wMdh^^ 

l^g(ltpebjnafnr^s^ii!j^ou'iMU(be <eziehipt from miby^' 

eidtilwkiic^ tltt) ungodly; wfie^^ j^i'Tbeibibrtifeafkiild^ 

^bd JdmciesiiM^ldefa sf^n^gil^ M^ski^l ^^ilt 

tvill escape ; and .wiUudot )^(kre'm)5^od^^ 

tbatH'^HfadL'w^iQkBd tkb l&ke(ibe tnnibldtiimq ^HeW^iV^ 
caonatortoil^ Bthade^vaters^^oai^ilt^Mireiti^ 
-iiblddiiiider.aa^dktabla trieds^i^ybif iMUi em^dj^li^^^ 
has|eMrp|^l sliditiriinfbrti^i^«W *lidfti^n%flFaili<^^l 

c^o^'^dkiiiifaovls&r ff^madiUiati^h^l^^ tb^ ji«lie^^ 
in his youth. He sitteth alone and keepelh sil^^,^^ 
bi)MU9«rhf>t)altt "boiiMlit Qflbrt h}ftf;ii ffe {itAleth bis 
n«iiiidii1n;:tho<duBQ ifis^befitbeiiewiaj/f 'bi^hbt^^i'^*^ V! 
'r£&AqtM]tMiBed/<tteNfcfdf^;i^ MttfA^ff-^^-'^ 

tdka^ jpoqr: (&ilk jAesf^HCld '4i^:>0§rt«cf'idi]j^'«lvil^. fo> 

sU«0^th6iiii54»^^^irtu6^ And 
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d^ial onith^ proRiisds lif^youi^ '6^ 'J^kt^nga^es^^' 
d^st^JidtaHiveiclity^W'ftllldviMt i» fif^erity With Tid^ ^ 
cAnsoUtioa^jjaiHi kitttiid ^s^i^iVl^ j^Oii 'tc^ kntfw^thatv 
titera iaiboltd' 8ati8ii<ttibii'6v«il»Mittie^^tlUf^u<« ' 




ttiM aUihiB p*tba«m<pda^ei^ 'i^'"'^ ! > o^i > . • -> • 
i(Btti4e^:ibtyiir af« 8t^ahMg«i^ttk# r«^i]/i{iletose of 
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.^laiotiCflr ^DindL)! Ik itthiothii^'tei jMteifa -laly^ 
j/bauimeJnil^xhdractefifMiSoi^^am^ oonferted';ivte9 

dUfetilliest witb' ^^^ '^d<^ 'b>^^ to^Btru^^i^ ^ :£iv4 
Js^bbs^Mdndife^il eompanieiiB^ are nxit tasil^y^ fining 
c^.;!jnj%iMl4wlat/'UhMNirce of .triai fia ift/Mait'B dim 
ixlnilf lr>tPdHkai»ilj^!oombJiieito oppose :aiidl::perv 
secute him ; or if not, they are Jgpotwit tad tsaiekctt 
4^ Ui^iown'^tilmplec /bis iniuentt Ja deadly rg6ne. 
dm ta Jihilo Ibe.^strives for Ihttt attaittiohnainli ordar 
alalMoh.>\OQC€l^1I]d^>aaJd^ 4iavi4>e0» sectiiied/ * 'I<«oi^ 
4tariytpiatifi|M|cifeitt3'tbiia^i6<riL}: Wbm it jiiMVig ifl»fl'k 
d9(arlu:t^ji iiMed^ beisciu oiit iti4ifei«9li€^«icfa^-<D 
^iceeid^:) ttc((iaeb foiti' sAdb pvinctplesind adofMK 
%iacblconldcKtias'islr€fatte'^ tegret, and iavap-iUtoWiM 
9<hh»ad|irpmt«^k oflthe utiboit'i^iporttiffcai '>^^ i >M '^ f ^ 
^tJiils r^^piff oA'dv ifidttttiYg ?^ i^N^^ 
^jMk ;.te9K)^ intlekiij^> life^totbe 1t)ev0W||«!M Ood, 

n^itb} <y<m ^ nr^i lijistovadi 4>y your > bcist Ifrialidsr; fycm 
^Je^^J^yoi^ir^Depttt^dpn .^iw ttitf ^x^ellefat of tbi cttMl)^ 
;yoiy gaM itHe^fesp^cr j^hd^ etofid^titid of ttWymt^atii^ 
Kjjdildflsti '>BHMlUi«hdre be'Ady aiiiotig Aaxn 'Bcy< i^ 
^ohbttt a^tfb^ridtedlel'devoii^ti, they are coiritra»n^ 
i» v^iklie ^^HiHmkm i« 'ibrttis/and tdiiv^ue tbfe 
l^iflfef^tdlt fAToddtea^' 'Ydllittti dertalfily pd^i^^be 
esteem of the wise and gopd, as the constant' laimk^ 
idant df^10hri^i^n t)H«ilci(yte, andvirtaoiid^tiotisl/^ 
i'> I#1«L»^tAffaig^^W be %Hi£/l//.^ 'lb boch a' #brtd tib 
^bk,«iiit(iU)t'dfljid^0Ofii(Iedged'iiprit)6^^ td Hv«! kb 
«btob>g«^* j^ort^odii:? '^Tbe^; iurely; are th(M likely 
lltfiMi^tbiiiiboAtfjtyf^;' ii»UA arethe' subjects 'i^featl^ 
iriid ', dlMfid^d'f^kf^/ t^Oj^pidsite characters an^* at b^t 
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juid whose henit is warm with the love of Christy 
cannot lire . to himself : he loves the serviee and 
seeks the glory of his blessed Lord: in anyway 
.whatever, he wishes to do ^ood ; he will stoop to the 
youn^t and the meanest m acts of humble doty, 
and is never more happy than when shewing Ins 
obligations to Him to whom he is indebted for all his 
conwMt and his hope. 

. And is it nothing, when you quit the world, to 
leave behind a/air example f You fed it dearaUe 
that.survivors have the recollection that in yQu was 
exemplified, tbou^ with lamented imperfections, a 
disciple of Jesus, a lover of his truth and of his 
ways. ^^ The memory of the just is blessed/' But 
ah ! what girievous defects attach to many ! There 
are persons who seem to. die well: they aiq[)ear to 
tie penitent ; and their end, we hope, is peace; but 
their religion, if not of a doubtful cast, was of 
abort date. They entered the vineyard only at the 
eleventh hour : we are edified by their death, but 
we look back on their life with regret ; it was little 
more than a blank or a blot. Now early piety is 
the corrective of this. It not only establishes your 
character, but makes it known ; and while it greatly 
promotes your persopial benefit and relative useful- 
ness, it embalms your name^as in precious ointment, 
and endears it in. future years, tp all your surviving 
friends. 

May we then indulge the hope that these con<^ 
siderations will . have weight ? — ^^t you ^{{prove of 
the example of Abijah, are resolved to imitate,, and 
emulous to. excel ? Let it not be the feeling of the 
moment J And in order that it may be efficient and 
permanent, rememberyour own weakness, and go to 
God for strength. To purpose is not enough ; the 
Holy Spirit must determine your choice, and fix 
your decision* ^^ It is a good thing that the heart 
be established with grace.'' Learn what this means ; 
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diligently implore the grace of the Spirit of God, 
and cheerfully submit to his salutary ir^uence. 

To conclude : is it not to be feared that some have 
heard these things with indifference^ and will go oa 
in the same course of negligence and sin ? What 
shall we say ? Tte ivise will pity you ; the pious 
will pray tor you ; your best friends will wwrn you 
of misery, guilt, and danger ; and shall their efforts 
be in v^in ? Are yon proof against all their re- 
monstrance, their tenderness, and tears r — ** Rejoice, 
O young man, in thy youth, and let thy heart cheer 
thee in the days of thy youth, and walk in the ways 
of thy heart, and in the sij^t of thine eyes ; but know 
thou ' — ^it is the voice of Heaven which accosts thee, 
and it will be heard I— >^' know thou, that for all these 
^things Qod will bring thee into judgment^/' 

• Eedei, li. 0. 
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SERMON ^VII: '/- -•- -^^ 

i » ... ■ ' -^..i.b bi^^- /'.. ;^ ,•,:•». till io 

!> ;CffiE RECOM]PE^SB\QF 91^^ O 

»^. 

the Lord that ^f£^Jr^|i^^lJ^^^ heart shall live 
for ever. 

Xn genuine reli^on there is ^eat re\«rard. Notbtfig 
IS so conducive to.tbe happiness of niaqi nothing so 
effectually secyres it 

'What is the end of our preaching, and of your 
hearing? It is, tl).at religion may be -more widely 
diffused, an<d more heartily embraced ; it is, that 
happinesss pay be pore universally and fully ep^- 
joyed. . Our mutua} object, therefore, is important: 
tn^y we so regard it as to advance in that ^'godlii' 
ness which is profitable uiito all things, having pror 
inise of .the life that now is, and of that jyhich is to 
cpme ; 

This Psalm was written by David, but |s not to be 
considered exclusively in reference to him. It is full 
of Christ. It consists of two principal parts, and 
these describe, prophetically, ^^ the sufferiqgs of 
' 'Christ, and the glory that should follow." The latf 
^ part beg^ijs at y^rse the twpQty-secoi|id : " I will 
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f$aU f^t^il^w^ftjQsci? tbeyrAbdB ftMiib tbeLciiad 
vtbat se^fe i^ro ;,j^j9»rubwrt.sfc^miyeifc«>eYef/' : > 
' j:I^liitM)J^ffle<»^^^.^.Trir^F« it.WOt for thoidealfa 
j^d>rgfH{^(^?|op ofiJj^^mviCbriflit^ liiai snffeciiifsj^iia 
ihi!s^/gl9^tr.Bej»boq|(|.ibaY4 ]W&u(bi>dtfiliurAfion mljlai. 
,T^ hgp^eQ^ 4mn€^!H;da^*ffPinvtiwr-er^ 

'thingS)4l[eMitten«'jM<ftbi3teiiiiigi^ Uetiev^disti JcMfi 
is the Christ; the Son of God; and that believing we 

We are taught in the text — the TEM)^i«i'>io^lte * 
:ph^wl^hn(M Ic^N^iMiOT ii^iteiip^ Tthe 

9j(^«^jHi9oa((niii»fa| » thitf.iwajr, \wiil bs^tedtarod od: 

V J..Jbe,T^MVBR,taNbe>dkef;jkbed2 we'i|l|o«ld be 

(loJideeJtnfWiisjef posed' tir p^cii^ afidifiasdkMi : it Is 
:4i|in|Fa(y ta^fiy^yifoelhig tf lirritatidh fandT^aeotmenl. 
lAl m^ek ibeiHiiadV not ebaily.lprolrolBcId :f'' iRtieii fitttii- 
^red,ubel«Juio,w8 faaiir loiforbdar); ahd 'whenf iajdrfed, 
i^ know^' h(lw /to foiigive; I'i^'i A meek ^and ^Ui wpkit 
jii iaitbe iHghtl iifi OqA^ i <tf l frea* j^ice t''^ it) is a ;d&sto 
imit^tiop ctf tfaeiraanipleof Jeras ;ntyie)ds\tmb(qdi!ltity 
<t0i.;qnmkiMe8j fpd~coiitrite4eB<iiiueh'tb''the^^a(ie'iAid 

iifiMitbe'VOM) ^^'flwek'^'tiuiy bet^ berei^tlM«d, ^^ 
JA^jinJ l^priety/ jMKii- dnibii^iyj;' and 4t seeihfir' b regtodl 
•|Mlrt]ttiil|tfiy«-4 httiBblb; 'tlenhetil'dfep^itittll'dr biiftrt: 
!the BfBoeivliichji' m'othcft'plaeQSy'isex^^ 
mrbfi^f.wfbk^ n bvokentftd^we^itce^biifH." "NU^- 
thiqg mom efidebily bwonuii lia 4& altfMl^ (' ilid^ it & 



74 Tke Recompense qf Piety . 

produced, not by the effort of man, but by the ageti(^ 
of the Spirit of God. The first work of the Holy 
iSpirit is, by the law to convince of sin; to. let us see 
•that w^ ai^ justly condemned on account of transgres- 
sion; to empty us. of every high thought and self- 
righteous conceit; to humble us in contrition and 
shame. This, doubtless, is the disposition of heart 
which we should cherish : nor is it well with us till this 
be the case« The meek are pronounced ** blessed/' 
•^he poor in sprit are *^ blessed.^ The humble are 
.bBBq>py. The jLord looks to such : he dwells with 
.such. ^^ Be clothed with humility, for God resi$teth 
'the proud, and ^veth grace to the humble. Humble 
r ^ourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God^ 
that he may exalt you in due time. — Observe, 

II. The CONDUCT to be pursued: we should **seek 
He Lord.'' 

.Thisis tau^t in the promise, '^ They shall praise 
the Lord that seek him.** To seek him, therefore, 
is our duty, and our important prifilege. 

It supposes clearly that a loss, a very serious loss, 
has been sustained : we seek not what we already 
hate, and what we think secure in present possession. 
Now we, as fallen sinful creatures, have lost the 
kiumokdge of the . Lord, and are involved in awful 
darkness : — ^we have lost his favour ^ and have in- 
curred his righteous displeasure :-:-we have lost his 
imoge, that moral resemblance, which was once the 
chief glory of man, and are debased with guilt, co- 
vered with pollution and shame >-^we have lost als6 
the enjoyment of God, are sunk into things earthly 
and seosuial, and may justly lament our ruin-ahd dis- 
grace. But are we sensible of this loss ? We feil 
under temi)oral affliction : the loss x>f health, of ichi)- 
jdren, of friendsip of property, doselyiai&cts us ; liut 
ure we awaie of this most grieVoud privation ?' and aee 
we deeply humbjed 00 the acc6unt? r «: ^ * 
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Seeking the Lord also implies, that this loss may be 
regained^ And in what way ? We are indebted to 
the gospel) ^^ the glorious gospel of the blessed Gedp** 
for wis reviving discovery. It reveals the everlasting 
love of the Father to a lost world ; it unfolds the me* 
diation of the Son, suiFering and dying for lost sin- 
ners ; it brin^ nigti the grace of the Spirit^ enlight- 
ening the mmd) renewing die heart, and enriching 
the soul -with llie blessings of eternal redemption. 
In this truth there is hope for us, and for millions 
more. Have we ^' destroyed ourselves r " In the 
Lord is ** our help."— ^Are we convinced of our de» 
seneracy, and of the mischief and misery which sin 
hadi introduced ? It is good, though painful, to have 
this conviction.-*-Then, and not before, are we roused 
to seek the Lord, when we feel the magnitude of our 
loss ; and discover, that, through the exceeding richef 
oi Divme grace, the loss i|^y be amply supplied. 

The use of proper means is likewise supposed. No 
end is attained in the neglect of nieans, when means 
are appointed in order to its attainment. Secrk the 
JjQvA^^Hemf Not with sloth and indifference, but 
earnestly, with persevering diligence, with all the 
powers of the soul and application of the mind, 
aeek the Lord-^^Af r^ f Certainly where he b 
kiiowiS; where he has akeady been found; in his 
word, ih his ordinances, in his house. Seek the 
Lord this day, and in this place. It is the place 
where ^^his name is recorded," and he engages ^' to 
come, iand to bkass." It is the place where *' his ho* 
noiir dwelleth.;" and he says, ^' Mine eyes, and mine 
heart sfaall^ be there perpettially*." 

Hence, . seeking the Lord frequently denotes Us 
worship and service. They seek him who pay him ho- 
mage r and it should be our care to do tins with holy 
reverence, "with simplicity and godly sincerity.'' 
• • • • » I ' . 
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^ifS^^fffvioattf Qti<^> which. i^%9km^ pfipwn^tidtmH 

tipp Sif\ ^my <ii > ^\^^ [ Mi>9t Hi^ ip^m^i fiwiinositdi 
pfiRini^iijQ^ }m\S^w0^ ^'MtTbelLond! biJiighluirtoiBU 

MiildwdtiOQ^ < fviit! ibd t £^ui!f^fH4w%l f A ahlBbUi icatibod 

i4I^Jbii^vjA(Hl;ii^ ;j£^lti]8/inteiiettx^ and 

o^y9..i')bHUn«eofcvslukU 0atm^h&sial^/kd/^'n oil T 

•irid ;biii&itiQU9^umea ' of ipnide And iiripiiMihiy^e, ««l 
loifl 9ro(fm/ ilSaltisfifed^ < :Tlieyi eiqdy Itbe ^oodltbHig^>dir 
mki ifierhaps in'«ibunldiinceiaiid>i«riet^ii but^^ 
ilotibapf)]^ :)l)her«iis«l|t(«debserahrioga^ 

wkrr/ijcphi&Hiiy laod labftpabitatei fthr^joicinf ralmiQl 
edjoym^t. /»ffiull» wilib M tbe*ineekl)andilbwfy,!bit>i9 
otli^wiite.^ i 3heir»i)Tlsfidai)graed>tfaeiivindillleib'wa^ 
Mr 4» suFjdi land i thejft a:^^ '^A aadsfiad^Vi 1 1 i<Yetit ^hw^tht 
eott^ t>{ thai pious ipoo# :; y du see^ifaiUhr fbofaraly^an^ 
tbmr isioMi^.>9Dppl3fl ^ bul 3^ itbln*'«d* fnfctiitt'iiMiniiiiir 
^-they ''eat and ai'e'adtisfied^ViiTHairpittlMiilii^ 
9ft loif (their ipbvieDfnt: God^l^kiid) ajBOiNbpaiijvd! vlih a 
ttil9a>of \^fir 'Saidoiir^9 i^Ye^i ihetiM tiieyrii^^ 
Ifoti iMliiflKiltfhith]iig9a8tJiey<hhiie^>'(1<bl^ 
'fe«piy'*«gt'Wgf?dthanl5»^^^^ linv '' ^ountjvjvat 

" The meek shall inherit the earth :" probably our 
Lord meant^ tfae^hiiigatwhjdi a9e.ifli(ft|estionab)y the 
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for ever*/' Is not this to be ^' satisfied?'' Mark ha» 
frords to the woman of Samaria : ^^ Wbosoev^ 
drinketh of the ivater ihat I shall give, him, shall 
never thirst ; but the wat^r that I shall . give him, 
fhall be in . him a well of w^ter, springing up 
into everlasting lifef." And is not this to be '^ sa* 
tisfied ?" The provision^ the gospeUs represented 
by the idea^ of a feast^. tf^Voyal qsast ^t is prepared 
in the Church, and spread for the refreshn^ent . of 
Gentiles as well as Jews :— *" In thb mountain shall 
the Lord, of Hosts make unto all people, a feast of 
fat things^ a feast of wines on the lees^ of. fat things 
full of marrow, of wines on the lees well refined." 
How appropriate the declaration, " My people shall 
be satis/led with my goodness, saith the .Lprd !" 

Now contrast, with tbi^ holy satisfactioi^ the un- 
meaning formality of mere prdfessors of religion, 
and see its emptiness. They attend to outward duties, 
but all is cold and dead ; they feel not the pow^ of 
godliness; they enjoy not its consolations. They hear 
the sound of the gospel, but imbibe not its spirit :. it 
imparts no life, neither does it make them happy. 
Widely different is the experience of gequine believ-r 
ers : ** Thy words were found, and t aid eat them ;" 
and did they not satisfy ? " Thy word was unto me 
the joy and the rejoicing of my heart:" — "I will 
never forget thy precepts, for with them .thou hast 
quickened me. Thy statutes baye been my songs ii^ 
the houjse of my pilgrimage. More to be (^^sifed .ai*e 
they than gold, yea, than much fine gold ; sweeter 
also than honey, and the hon^y-comb/' 
$. ." They shall praise the Lordth^ seek him," 
This employment is rational^ and must l:ie attended 
with pleasure* ^^ Praise ye the Lord, j^r it isg9p4 to 
sin^ praises unto our God; for it is dleasaq^ and 
praise is comely." In. harmony with |^ sepiiipenty 
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the Paalmist adopts the wortfav resdotioD ; '^ Whilt 
I live» will I praise the I^rd ; I will sing praises unto 
my God, while 1 have any being*/' 

. And observe, bow prstise is connected with prayer, 
aqd results from it . Vho ^^ shall praise the Lord ?*" 
They '' thatxrrA him.'' '* Seek ve the Lord, there- 
fore, while he may be found ; call ye upon him while 
he is near f' and know that he hath not said, at any 
time, or ^^ to any of the seed of Jacob, Seek ye me . 
in vain." No ! '' Seek, and you shall find ; ask, and 
you rtiaU receive ;" and receiving your joy shall be 
liilL '^ Glory je in his holy name ; let the heart of . 
them rejoice that seek the Lord." There is reason, 
good reason for racing and glory. Such persons are 
the subiects of a Divine change, the happy partakers 
of Divme gjcace : such persons are interested in God 
as their own God : they call him '^ Father,** and are 
assured of the tenderest affection of their Father's 
heart. 

They that ^ seek the Lord" have already had such 
discoirc^ries of his perfections and character, such ex« 
perience of the preciousness of his promises, such 
(HToof of his inviolable faithfulness, as warm their \ 
hearts with love and gratitude. They cannot but 
praise him, and they long to praise him better. They 
haye also in prospect the full answer of all their peti- 
tions : many of &em they have forgotten, but their 
covenant God forgets them not "uieir prayers are 
gone up .'' for a memorial before God:" they are ^ 
written in his book: he remembers well all they have ' 
requested, and is '^ able to do exceeding abundantly \ 
above all that we ask or think." 

. The believer may *' walk in darkness," and the 
disMuatioQS of Providence may be attended widi 
little or ^' no light ;" but '^ let him trust in the name 
of tlie Lord, and stay upon his God," and ^^ light 

f Pf«€xhrtt.l| t;4^% 
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i»W^lM4^wi(liClms«ioG^.'' How detcriptire m 
die words of the Apostle; oi tbe belie?er^9 clmraeter,* 
and of the prineiple by^ wbidi^ his best existeocd M 
maintained ! " I am crucified with Christ ; neverthe- 
less I live ; yet not I, but Christ' livelfa in tne ; and 
tbe life whi^k iWoti^ Uw lA theiesh, IMf»bythe 
iiiiith of the 9m of'OMl^ who loved m^^aiid dive 
himsetf ftr meV*' : • 

' It shall he' p€T^ee*e4 in etsmHy: ^ Your beai« 
^idl live," tiot^ ooly through aU the windftigs and 
chan^^timo, bwt to'evferlastkig ages^-*'^^: tfwr/9 
In heaven all is Hfe,. wtthotit' any langaor. Loipo 
buroa with, ardent %ilie; prai» is elevated ; ^ and 
obedJeMe is al«rt and constant Jesus said to hi^ 
disciples: ^^ tte that believeth oil me hath everlast* 
ing Im^' ' He kaik it already in the promise ob whiehf 
he imts^ and in lihe eaatnett whieh is given bsm, but 
he w»}ts ftr thefidl pospession : ke anticipateB with! 
liumbl^ oheerlbl hope/the termination 6f aU bis4bars^' 
the death of all his doubts^ the destruction of ali 
hit sths. While here, his fevmils at^ transient ; muehi 
imperfection attends hii|i ; innum^raUe eMili eompass^ 
\do% abitat^ 0poil his fteace, diunf^ bis joy, and threalea 
the ^itibetidH of fait^W«Wr lifefj* but ^ iieaven aH i§ 
seour^-^-HaH is tdlfonh anil lasting. ^^ Ypur- heart dhall 
lively ever/' •^' '•'..: r 

^innbeendof alfrliiliigsJsatkiBLndi." Vanity is in^ 
seriA)ed on ever}^ earlWy tmrsuit, pa all subhmai^ la-* 
bour: its itiaterials, itE^ iBMrwneDts, its objects, wall 
alilie'pelffhv ' ^^Lift up yotir eyes ^the heavens, and 
loofc^' u][Mn ttie^earth i^neath; for ttie heavens sball 
vanish'\^ay like snidke, and the earth shall wax old 
like a garment, and they that dwell therein shall dio 
m fike 'manner ; but my salvation shall be for ever^ 
and my ri^teousness shall not b.e abolished." Hera 
then is pehnanent godd ; and the jposiiessiaii ol thk 
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wnire^ the undistarbed f^dty of the itiiitmqUtIi mioA. 

V The world passetb away, and the.lnfit thereof; but 
be tiuLtdotb tiie will of God abideth for ever*« 

. ' ' ■ ■ ♦ < ' * * . 

. prom the wbole, learn, : ' ; 
: I .. The iiriportaoce of a < right ^drit in religion. 
. . We: insist on the importance of mai^ things : we 
inculcate right words, and right actions ; but.remem-^ 
^ the in^spensable liecessity of a rkbt temper and 
Spirit V The Haeek/- these afe the <maraeta;'s men* 
tioned in the text ; thesiaarB ^y whom our Lord aqd 
Saviour pronounces ^^ blessed// and. to wbom. aie 
given ^' exceeding great and precious promises:" 

V The t»(tek will he guide in judgment,- and the 
vieek will he teach his Unay." Are you unedified, or 
uMiltisfied, in attending the means of grac0, and the 
ordinances of the gospel ? Inquire, wb^ber the cause 

V Hot in yourseke^ in the spirit iand temper of your 
own Aubds* '^'Tbe meek shall eat and be satisfied;'* 
but, .unless you are oii this charactw,: expect not the 
iildfilm^nt of the promise ; wonder not at your lean* 
deasir.y our prevailing unba{^y languors ! * 

mSio far as w^ aire consdouaof prid^ Or impenitence, 
ef idJ^y. unruly passion • or !unh9}lowed lust, let tie la*: 
ttent It bitterly t' before- iht J/>rd# « Let us not. net 
without the experience of his humbling heaJing^graee*. 
If live widuld attend tke ward add^ ordinances of < God 
' to s^ritual : ad Viuiti^e, ; we wust possess a broken fiai, 
a contrite heart, a meelb aod humble spiirit^ : : 

, •fk' Tbe^necesfsity <^jt^t\9eiiera7tcein'religiouaduty. 
If they that seiek the: Lord shall praise* him, thai. 
? seek the Lord^ ^aud his; strength; seek his &ce am^ 
idnvalljf.*' li any thing deserves to be called '^ well 
dpipg," itas this; ,and ^' be not weary, for in due 
y^xmr ^d especiaUy in eternity, ^^ you shaU reapif 
]eOu fMntiQQtJ' . . Many ithipgs would hinder our sedi^^ 

* 1 Peter iv. 7; iSi li* 0; X John ii. !?• 
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ing the Lord, and discourage our serving hioi^ and 
nothing more than our natural sbth. Are we awara 
of this ? Then let us guard against i^ and dili^tly 
seek its cure*-^Next to sloth is unbelUf. This, in 
many instanc^, is the sin which most easily boiets 
U8y impedes our progress, and injures our peace. If 
we would now praise the Lord^ we must stir up 
our souls to seek him ; and if we would come to Zion 
with singing, and with everlasting joj, we must per* 
severe in prayer and holy effort, till the object of 
our desire is attained in his presence and glory.-* 
FinaUy, 

3. Happiness in religion bears proportion to ha 
Iwbf influence. Mark &e sentiment—^' your heart 
shall live for ever." It means, not only what has been 
already stated, but that the i^irit is lively ^ ^e soul 
f raspers and enjoys health, in such deg^ree as the 
Lord i^ sought, and meekness is cherishra ; in such 
degree as g^uine reli^on is possessed in its holy in« 
Hv^ce, and shines m its blessed effects. Be this^ 
ttierefore, your care and mine ! If we rest content 
with a low state of religion, we rob ourselves of its 
comfort, we destroy our happiness, we exceedingly 
dishonour our God. Let us aim not at life merdy; 
a sickly child lives ; but aspire after the revival of 
life, its vigorous, manly exercise. 

You that slight these things, that are yet in a state 
of death, cold and careless, mark the words of ther 
prophet : '^ Thus saith the Lord God, Behold, my 
servants shall eat, but ye shall be hun^y ; behold^ 
my servants i^hall drink, but j^e shall be thirsty; behold^ 
my servants shall rejoice, but ye shall be ashamed ; 
behold my servants shall sing for joy of heart, but 
ye shall cry for sorrow of heart, and shatt howl for 
vitiation of spirit^.*' 

* I*, kv. IS, 14. 
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MATTHEW XIV. 15— SI. 

'f^a^tph^n it was eeenrng, his disciples camcto JUm 

f <9a»^. Tliis is a desert place, and tic iiinf « ntof 

^asli tend the multitude away, that tke^ aa^ gt 

, iuto'0e villages and bm themsetvesivieimls. Bitt 

Ttsui said until them, Thfyneei not depart: ginu 

3)e t^em to eat. Aad they say mto him. We taw 

.litre but Jiiie loaves, andtviafishe^. Hesqii, £r*n 

thm tiilher to me. Jitd lie cammaudtd the nui(- 

Mtude to sit down, pn the grass, and tfiolf the jf^ 

haves anithe ttiio^kes,aad, laohijtg ao to heoiefn^ 

he llessed, and brake, aadS'oe the tames to th^ 

nd the disciples to the vmUitude, 4nd 

1^1, and were, filled: and ihi^laok 

rufmentf that remained, -twebie */»f~ 

And they thai fiad eafm were, akoat. 

4 ^en, besides mamea tmd ckiUlreB. 

J. HE evicjencej of CWstianity we of two kincb 
.T^niiteriial and hitecaal-. Of^ttw .fooner, t|i« two 

principal are, prophecy 'and miracief ; 4u(i <;irf»«- 
5ti«ices attend both as sueSciently prove the mission 
of tlie Saviour to be divine, and toe doctrines ivliicli 
he taught to be infallibly' true. 
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The mirades of Jiesiis Chrirt ivere public : — they 
yme " $Mt done in a 'OOiner." There have1>eeii pre* 
teaded rniwcleg, desigiied to iinpose on the ignorant 
And file creduloiM, hot darknesfl covered them ; celb 
and convents concealed them ; only a 4ew Belected and 
mtsrefted indmduals witneeded Ihem. JeiuB eoald 
woff *' In secvet have I done noihing.^ His ihmvele^ 
drallenged investi^tion: Ihey were performed in the 
£use of day, in the most public places^ before -ereivdi 
^ apeetiftors; and among these "were not ctAy >hii 
fijends but bis most virulent and captious enemies. 

Senescence also disthoguished the miracKs tX 
Chri&rt They were not acts of unmeaning parade^ 
ODt exertions of mere power ; but they wer6 works 
of kindness and compassion. What miradd did iht 
Lord JeteB perform which did not .express the pity of 
his (heart ; — whicfa^d not demonstrate his aflfecilon* 
flte readiness to relieve^ to help, to benefit tte soni 
of men ? He bad a design in ell that he did, ^ ^ur* 
poae worthy of himself as flie.Son c^*6od, tbe'ftien^ 
0f ffiaDi the brother of 'the afflicted, and <!he Saviour 
of thielost. 

^l^ublicity and beneii^senee mark particulady tiie 
nilrade recorded in these verses ; fdr you observe, 
it was ^ne m the presence of thousands, and (hou^ 
sands were actually bendited by it May our "prt^ 
sent attentions to this sutject be productive of the best 
and most durable effects ! 

L We ^ffisr some remarks on Are katuhi; .Anu 

CIRCUMSTANCES OF TH£ JftRACLE. 

When was it wrought? In (he " evening ^ thj5 
avening. of a day that had i>een wdl spent 'Going 
^out doing good, the compassionate Saviout* b^a 
tau^t the ignomt, hid healed tiie diseased; imd 
now he feeds the hungry. Thus he crowns the day 
with his goodness, ami sets us -an sample of im- 
waaried ^l^aevolenee. 
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Where wa5 it performed ? In ^' a desert place.** 
But this was preferred, not on account of privacy ; for, 
as already suggested, thousands were convened toge* 
tber and witnessed what was done. This ^Mesert place** 
was probably an unendosed tract of ground, unpro* 
ductive of provision, and remote from any losible 
means of supply. Nothing could have been more 
approiNTiate, both as to time and place, than this mi** 
racle of our Lord : and while it encourages our con- 
fidence in him in the most trying and destitute situa«^ 
tipna^t instructs us also to do goM to tethers when and 
where our service is most needed. 

What was the order of its performance? ''.When 
it was evening, the disciples came to him, saying 
Tlus is a des^ place, and the time is now past ;" that 
ji^ the day is fieu'. spent; '' send the multitude away, 
that they may go into the vUlages and buy themselves 
victuals." We are unwilling to consider this propo^ 
aal as arising from any temper inferior to humanity, and 
.sympathy. The disciples knew that the people had 
long £i^ted, and were in vrant.of food : it was natu^p 
ral, therefore, that they should propose their dismission 
before the darkness of the night increased the incon« 
venience. We commend this feeling of sympathetic 
tenderness ! Some persons are exceedingly deficient 
in it : tfiey care for themselves, but have little con^ 
al^^rf^t^on ifpr those abput them : provided their own 
wants are supplied, the mi|ltitude may suffer the se^ 
▼erest privations. This, however, is not the spirit 
;whiph Christianit|^ approves : it is not the mind which 
was in Jesus Chnst and in his disciples. 

'' But Jesus said unto theip, Tb^ need not departT 
These words are weighs : they are worthy of him 
who uttered thpm : at oncp they express the tender^ 
ness of his concern fpr the people, and thp aU-suffin 
cipncy which he felt in himseUi 

Observe h^s tenderness tfi the people. The proper 
8ftl waS| thftt they should ^o into, ^e ftdjace^t viUa^et 
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fiirfood; butperhapstbic»eviUag^weiefewancl8diaU, 
i«)equalto the safely of so great a oompany. . It was 
abo proposed that they should buy provision ; but 
not unlikely many of them were poor and had nb 
money, or were strangers and had Uttle credits There 
mig^t be serious. difliculties in the way of) compliance 
with this proposal : it was eonsiiderate therefore, it was 
kiiil 4q Jesus, it evinced the peculiar tenderness, ctf* 
his compassion when he said, " TJ^ey need not de- 
part.*'. 

And not less evident is thiet aU^suficiemy which 
iie possessed in himself : he wasxonsciotis of his qwq 
^lilgr« Aad are not we persuaded of the aaiAe 
thiiig? Have not we indubitable proofs of theeo- 
couraging fact ? Let our necessities be virhat th&/ 
may, there is no nised to depart from Jesus : to forsake 
Inm iato perish; . What caa we waul that is bOt with 
him, aad jit Jiia disposal ? Biread is< histior ih^ hun- 
gry, JheaUb for the doseased, i friends for the destitute, 
and justice for the expressed : He is ^' ifead ovetr all 
things tothe. Church," and ^^ 1^ him all things eoor 
sist But the consolatory truth is ix>t confined to 
earthly things : the all-sufficienqr of J^sius eaucHy 
mecte the ecndilloa o£ fall^.tamu . Pardon U his 
for the^Uty, peace fortbe pemlent, ^^ef^lasting 
ccmsolation and good hope thro^h^ce'' for sinners 
that deserve to sink in utter des:pair. ^* In him it 
hath pleased the Father that aU fulness sliould dwell!' 
-^^^ And thi$ is the reoord, thai God hath giy^nto us 
eteroarliife>.and this life is in; bis.Som" in^iJloar 
diffici)lties» llterefore, under the pressure of every txiet^ 
a»d the burden of guilt and fear, never let us for** 
sake the Saviour! The closer we adhere to him Hixt 
bett^ i Let qs abidis in him, md seek all from him ! 

Connected with the prohllation to depai^ was this 
direetioti to the disciples, '' Give ye them to eat? 
Whik^ hiid they^ to give ? Jesiis knew their poverty ; 
tot ^.spol^e thus ^ the trial of th^ir.faith, and as % 
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teat' df their obedience. ^^Aiid thby eay'uiktoliHl» 
We have here bot £fve loftves 8^tm> £Bbea/' Wiell 
'might ihey ask, us the Evan^lbt Jdhn infanne tn, 
* ^* Whit^ are these among «a many ?" 

M^tklli^piainnest otf tbeir:provbioQy as well as the 
'8cantine98' df the sop^ly. Here ivasiiisither tdriety 
"iior dainty. Fish ooold te bo trtat fto ^sberniiiiiiiliiid 
iloavts, ^' tor% Icmtes/' lime eoai^ breafl : iyW It 
-tras'Stich as theSavibu^ iaad Us: disciples eat ; it wis 
such as the Prince of life and Lord of nature wsp 
ibiuikftil to etgoy. Hbw inMrbctive is'thb ! ^fl6w it 
ttfaames burd^icacyand rs^rd^i^es our piUe ! Hq^ it 
cheeks* our uhgraiteful manntini, and Hxr^ tfali te- 
•IMtaklt {Nrecept*-** Be oobtent with snoii Ihm^ its 
•youhavier 

^ Jestis replied) in reference to the irve k>ai^ and 
liito "fishes, '' Bring- thmhMet toMt:'' Vow wb 
Idebold the klawn of Bonie ^gbtjr work, tiie rising df 
ah ebergy altogether divine* Most tikdy tllb tiis* 
4:q[deB^w In thecbbnteditioe:^ their 'MiMeriOie 
-gi^ttf pebidiar b^nevoleb^t, andipef^e^d'ircanihis 
(mdna^r that he was abbut to {Hit Ibrth Ithi ^kceedti^ 
^^i^mttftss of'hig'power^ ^ '^ j : . 

^^Abd le»iii fromttiis, 'Hb^^er-ittde you^ha^vie^ to 
tfrihg it'toJesds/aiildlie wiU thakeirmo^e* i£ikj^eir<^ 
ramU 70Ur supply ^ctffo6d, and with wfaaMV^ditt* 
^isuHy obtaihed, brii^itto J6siis,'akid'He>wiU illelsJt 
His blessing wiH tttdce t&e 'jfneaiiest proviiidn i#M^ 
^ndtfbf* 6 taiere ^Ufefttlcb his g^a^ will titake^to IMrUss 
'M. Btikg What^yfi^d hfitvetat&e^Stfviotir, «iid receive 
h\Ai!k from hllti, laftd^cfti #iil^d it^^evMd': ^m 
^ali have not^ttuly ehdui^ for ychirs«i46S,'banoMi^ 
thln^ also to spaise fW'Others, 

It was once asUed'by tbe ttUlr^cliiilg ¥si^E(etltes^ 
«< Cto God flidnidh^i ttfbfte te the ^Wfljdfei^oess?" The 
'adswer'is'b^re^ust Groditt <Mr ^^M fttttHtfl^ 
this fable in ^'a d^sert'f^lade/' n^ fe^'ail^ibitfiln^ 
ftsiiembly froih his immigcent ttiiidi CMmMi^ ttMi 
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vMiMurmivfaicb it frnb dotte*: ^' Abd li6 conADhnded 
Mb6 multitude to sit down.on die grassy and took &e 
Ave loaves and the two &hd8^ and, lookiag up to 
Iteaven, he bicissed, tod brake, and gave the loaves 
ho bis disoiples, and the disciples to the multttdde.'^ 
What simplicify> and yet what ^jipity in this prb^- 
cedare 1 When a derttdn ^isAerh monarch wotilfl 
vhew to ins (imccs and nebies ^'the riches of hib 
glorious kingdoni, and the honour i>i im exceUent 
cdajesty," he |)n6pttred a rojyal feast ; and they sat oh 
^^Icoiidleh'of |g|61d acnd silver, upon « pavement <lf 
mgdi tad bhie, and white, and black marble*/' 'But a 
tfnrater 'than Ahasueros was here, and itiajes^ in- 
mitely higher was 'maintaiiied, yet do disi^ay ot arti; 
nothing whatever lo da&le the idiagbation, or .to gra- 
tify a sensual twte : the »peqple sat down, but dieir, 
bnfy^-oano^y *wa5 thb shy, and their seals, were the 
grass of die ground. 

:^aid observe the de'botwn of the gteat Maistenr of 
the feaai: '^ He Coofc the 6vfe kfaves and the. tivo fishes, 
flsid, loekii^'iqpvtd heaven, he blbssed them.'" Wearfe 
tiot«to mderstand hil^ looking up 16 heat en as intend 
idg^M he isupplicated power to perform the mimcle-: 
he fafad no need tt> do 1i» ; he pttssessed power in^- 
Hei^enit in hionelf ; but it expresses the pieW of his 
iieah:, the jgrafitode which be fblt to his heavenly 
f^her ; and do«ibtless it teacbes us a most reason- 
able and iacmmbeAt duty* It ^ss clearly the prae^ 
^e^of^ our Lord, aad Ako^of his aposdes as taught 
by biin,toracfcnowiedgs the Most High hi the {irovif 
imn' tteyreceived frotn his band ; and sball^ mt vre d» 
tte same ? '' 'Every <rreaitOfe of God is good, tstiftd 
acMbitig to be refiis^d, if it be received with thanks^ 
f^irn%i'9»: it Is saattified," that is, itisset tpart^ 
oar^ ^'by:cliawo]^d^of<}bdwidpra«^dtrt/' 1^ 

6f ^il41ies, ticv^r be ^tiAxmt^ of itfaat/as hilitr re^(»tw 

«.. .1 , -'i.i •. ' ••. • ■- 
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mended ; rather, let tiidi be ashamed as are conscioa 
of criminal neglect. Look up to heaven, mve God 
thanks, and implore his blessing on your dauy bread. 

Ou|r Lord employed the disciples as the dispensers of 
his bounty: "He gare the loaves to the disciples, and 
they to the multitirae/' In this he r^^ed, not so much 
his own ease, as their benefiti. It was an honour done 
to them : it was ^vhig tliem to- see hb Divinity dearly 
demonstrated, his fttxthority and grace sweetly com-* 
bined. It was also adapted to teach them,, and to 
teach us, to be prompt in doing good ; and that, be 
our means of usefiilness ever so confined, yet emt^ 
ployed at the command of the Saviour,- and aocom* 
panied with his blessing, we may hc^ to witness the 
most extensive and beneficial results. 

But the miraculous. fiicr^ii5^^ of this pittance of pro* 
vision is strikingly observable. The ^^ five loaves and 
two fishes" were literally all that the disciples re^ 
ceived firom Jesus ; but while handing these to the 
multitude, immediately the portion ctf each multi- 
plied, and continued to multiply^ by an act of crea<f 
tive power, till all were sufficed : " They did all eat 
and were filled :" here was enough for all, and suffi* 
cient for each. " And they tl^t had eaten were 
about five thousand men, besides women and chil^ 
dren." What shall, we say of this? Itwas,*^tho 
Lord's doing!'' and he asks, '^ Is there any ttrng too 
hard for me ?" If the faith of the disciples wai 
tried, now it was cmifirmed ! If this large body of 
peoplp wanted evidence of the Divine power and 
compassion of the 3fi(viour, on .this occasion^, and by. 
this astonishing work, it was given with effect ! The 
stores of nature are his, and at his . disposal : the 
gifts of Providence, are under hb control^ and are to 
us just what he makes them and no mtfre : hi9 power 
can blast the greatest plenty, aadmakeit worthlQBS ; 
but his blessing maketh rich and addeth no sorrow. 

The increase of tl^is provision at the yery time of 
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ks distributioa is important in anodier view. : It re^ 
minds us of the widow's oil, which multiplied iiot as 
it stood in the vessel, but as it vras ^* poured out ;** 
and it affords encouragement to us to be^ liberal, to 
be ^' ready to distributeiand willing to commumcatey** 
let our ability be what it may. What God gives us 
is not augmented by hoarding, but by its prudent and 
pious use, accordins to that remarkable promiBe ; 
^^ Honour the Lord with thy substance, and with 
the first .fruits of lliine increase; so shall thy bams 
be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out 
iiFith new wine." And hence the ti*uth of the sentiment; 
^* There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth ; and 
tiiere is that withholdeth more than is meet> but it 
tendeth to poverty*/' 

One instructive circumstance remuns to be noticed: 
** And th^ took up of the fragments that remained 
twelve bassets, full/* Thb was not of their <mn ai> 
cord, but by the direction of Jesus : he said to fait 
disciples,. . ^^ Gather up , the fragments that remainy 
that qothing be lost'* What a lesson oi frugality is 
here taught, and who has not occasicm to learn it? 
4* WMte not, want.not," is a maxim of some import* 
ance; for many have been reduced to want what 
once ^ey wasted, or what they heedlessly suffered 
their children or servants to waste. It is by atten- 
tion to little things, by haUts of domestic economy, 
by good order and frugal management in the com- 
mon concerns of life, that embarrassments are avoid- 
ed, that poverty is prevented, and that the power of 
doing good to others is acquired. Niggardly care 
Is hateful, but there is a happy medium^ and let it 
be observed :-r-throuffh extravagemce and negligences 
let " nothing be lost. ' 

II. We attempt to improve the subject by a fe^ 

^riov.iii.9,10; ju«M. 
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I. In this provisioiiy fiee an canblem ciif $estaA 

It was fae i^e spoke tb^ge elDfdiatic Mierds : '*' I 
am ^tbe true bfead-^the Hving bread**^tte 4>read 
6f God which cometh dawn from hfeftven, and 
giveth tilb lintb the woiid." Who can eatiniate the 
trorth of this bread ; the predoii^neft of this Sa- 
Tieur ; the vaibt importance, of the life which fae coxst^ 
mnniiiates to thfe soul, and whiish lie sastaim ahd 
eoQsumnlates ? Destitute indeed must have been 
enr 'condition, perishing with hunger in a des^ 
Wdid^ if no sdeh provision had been niade — If tRi 
iu<^ Saviour had bedn sent ! ^* Thtoks be 'to Crod 
Ibr his unspeakable gift!" -And etemsA |>mise to 
him who ^^ came into the world to sav^si^mi's/' sind 
wfao^'^gavfe his iifea ransoai" for the >i»edl«iptidn of 
Inen ! H6 predaims, *' I am come tiiAt«they might 
hwe iife/ and that they might have it more Jobmii^ 
dukidy." '' He thai eateth my .flaii and drinkeih 
mybload, dwelleth mta^ and I In Ikitti. As the 
Kvmg Father hatii sent xMj and LHvis tby iSI^ Father { 
so*he tbsit eit^ me, eitea he shall live by me/' May 
^e fed oar ne^ df Christ \ And, 'fbsim a conviction 
irf «rgtec 4)eotsiity ; may we adi^t the apptopviat* 
pelitftM-^** Ldrd, jeverilioYe giveiis this bread I" 

fi. Jn the tistributioii cotf this provision^ learn libA 
ofike and wwfc «f Chri^an ministers. 

We ar^ dispensers of the word of the gospel; and 
id this eapaoit^, '^ we pireach not eiom^yes, 'but 
10tn9t41^sii^ the Lovd, and oursdves your servants 
for 3j€isii8' BkVk'' /Ane^tbe4ouk ef the p^dple pe* 
tishmg ? imm ^ireiits ui^, ^as ^he did these disciples : 
^Oive yettesm to ^sat/' ^Do wie at^, What shall we 
give ? He replies — ** I am the bread oiF life : bs 
that Cometh unto me shall never hunge^ afid he 
Atait t)fl)le4Mh *dn me stkall nev«r ^irst. If any man 
eat of this bread, he shall live for eVer/' As mi* 
nisters^ we receite itorimiswott^ and also ourmessage> 
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fri)» tiie gr^t Head of the Chuoch. It was so 
from the begimiiai : what Jesus demgsidd for the ^ 
churches,' he ** sigm^ed unto his senrant John :'' and 
what Paul detiviared to the people^ he first ** reoeived 
c^ the Lord.'' If therefore we set chaiT before ynn, 
it is not fixun him ; but if true bread, we administer 
it as ^^ stewards of bis manifold grace/' and he blesses 
it to your spiritual iiourishment and growth. Bre- 
thven^ if you are fed by us, we must have the pro* 
vision from above, and, blessed be God, it is brought 
nigh in his wmd : we find it plentifully in the gospeU 
Pray for us^ that we may be its wise, and duigent. 
^nd iuthful dispansers! that what we have ^' seen and 
heard, tasted and handled of the word (^ life, we 
niay declare unto you that you also may have fellow- 
ship with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.^* 

5. In the apparepl deficiency of this provision, we 
are reminded of the treatment of the Saviour and his 
gospel by an unbelievmg world. 

'^ Five loaves and two fishes*' appeared nothing to 
^ supply of mdo^ ^n assemUv : even the disciples' 
Cfiuld see no proportion, and omers would be ready 
to regard the idea of satbfying a multitude with 
swh a pittance as ridioulous and absurd. Thus the* 
flospel which we preach is Ugbtly esteemed, and tbe[ 
^viour which we recommend is ^' despised and re-* 
jected of ;men." But, while we lament the feet, shalP 
we au^r it Co have ififurioos infiuenee on us ? ShalF 
the unbelief of many stagger our feitH, and eclipse' 
our hope ? By no means. We ask not a Mind man 
about colours: we never think of consulting a deaf man^ 
ofi die merits of music : so^ neither must we appeil 
to the ungodly ccmoeming thi n^tiuu-e and w(»tli bjp 
Ghjcislianity^ It is not reasonable we should form- 
our eisiimate of spiritual things by the judgment of' 
c(um^ men : they aM blinded < by prejudice^ and^ 
'^ dead in trespasse»l 99d sins.'" 

t' What thwkyeu of Qbrist?'* A more icpportant 
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question cannot be asked, and let it be pursded with 
all the seriousness which it demands. Think not 
that you can slight him with impunityi or reject him 
^ut at infinite hazard. The words are of solemn 
wdght : ^^ If we deny him^ he also will deny us : 
if we believe nou he abideth faithful ; he cannot 
deny himself." 

4. In the real sfifficieney of this provision^ we are 
instructed in the ^orious ability of Christ to com*- 
plete the happiness of all that believe* 

This multitude ^' did all eat and were filled:'* it 
was a seasonable and ample supply of natural want« 
But let it be remembered, there are other wants^ 
besides those of nature I The soul is indigent : its 
state is a state of guilt: its condition is that of disease^ 
of wretcbedneaSi and ruin : the necessities of the soul^ 
therefore, are exceedingly great, and urgent beyond 
expression. But, behold ** the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who, though he was rich, for our sakes 
became poor, that we through his pov^y might be 
made rich !" ** In him it hath {deased^ the Father 
that all fulness should dwdl ;'' and see in him the 
l)ighest good, the noblest treasure, the most complete 
and durable porticm! In his Father's house is 
** bread enough and to spare ;" and in his church is 
^' a feast of fat things, a feast (^ wines on the' lees, 
of fat things full of marrow ; of wines on the lees 
well refined/' Come unto him, and he wfll re^cei ve 
you; believe in him, and he will give you rest! 
** My. people shall be satisfied with my goodness, 
Sftith the Lord." 

O that men felt their need of Ch^t,then wodd diey 
not hesitate to apply ! The bread of life is re&sed 
for want of appetite ; ** Blessed are they that hunger 
«nd thirst, for th^ shall be filled." The multitudes 
thready supplied and fed ai*e no hinderance to yon ; 
rather, they encourage your application ; and their 
success gives enisrgy to hope. How reviving to 
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r^ect that none ever asked and were refused! None 
ever came to the Saviour and were sent empty 
away ! - Countless numbers can attest the pi^ of 
his heart, and the power of his arm. The whote 
church on earth and in heaven bear witness to the 
exceeding riches of his grace, the immutability of 
his love, and the unimpekched fidelity of his pro- 
mise. And shall not these considerations revive 
and comfort you? The lapse of time, instead of 
abating, materially strengthens the encouragement of 
humble suppliants, by fresh accessions to the num** 
ber of the redeemed and the saved ; by a continual 
increase of those Who can testify that the Lord is 
gracious. And shall not their testimony be heard ? 
They all proclaim, as with one voice, " Come unto 
Jesus, and he will ^ve you rest'* '^ The Spirit and 
the bride say, Come. And let him that hearetii 
aay, Come; and let him that is athirst, come. 
And whosoever will let him take the water of 
life freely/' Equally encouraging is the language 
of the evangelical prophet ; and may no power of un* 
belief, or hardness of heart, prevent its salutary in- 
fluence ! *' Ho ! every one that thirsteth, come ye 
to the waters, and he that hath no money; come y^ 
buy and eat ; yea, come, buy wine and mUk without 
money and without price, wherefore do you spend 
money for that which is not bread ? and labour for 
that which satisfieth not ? Hearken diligentiy unto 
me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your soul 
ddight itself in fatness. Incline your ear,and come 
upto me ; hear, and your soul shall live ; and I wiQ 
DKdce an everlasting covenant with you, even the sure 
mercies of David*?* 

• Is. It, 1-^ 
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SERMON IX: 



TSS muiVEH OF JESUS. QN TUB OnOSSL 



• • • 

^en sffid Jesus, Fafher^ fo^ive them ifg^ ^eg 

kt^w tW,f tvhqt \/(f^ dff. 

Yf^ are b^es^ in di^^'t^u^je^ ^hf^aotgff : 
Y^ marH t\)m ppadqpt, .^ v^^e their sayiqgg^ f^f^ 
ikyiaLflif at t^ dj^ oi Jife, None ^f^% py^. ^ 

ifi all tim^m ?^<1 ?«Hj Wft %§ .m ti%¥* feffl 

Qfl^ %YWfi^%^ c^f9Hmstop.9p /^ttej^dws .Aft iq^r 
W of '^;Siair«uir R 4eaJ|i .wfl^,. •!< al|awed l^Wt«W 



tq ^p^©j^ hj^.fe^vm m the soffij)«^ftPjaj6 S^ffW 

>?» W Urs, bm i^9ij^ wf? *»p4. «»«W ^«Ke- {» 

e seventy of his pain, he uttered no c^of^lain^ k/^ 
charged no one with cruelty ; he addressed himself 
to his heavenly Fatl\cf, t^od V'hat did he request ? 
Nothing for himself; in the tenderness of his con- 
, cern for others, he forgot himself. His petition was 
ia behalf of bis ^enemies, bis murderers, and instead 
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m calling for vengeance, he pleaded that merc^ 
tnight ineach them, and forgiveness be granted thbm; 
^'Then said Jesus"— as he hung bleeding oii the 
fcrdss, ill tile extremity of his anguish, and amidst 
the barbarous insults of an infatuated crowd-*^ 
^^ Father, forgive them, fot they know not what they 
do/' 

The immediate e^ct produced by this unparalleled 
combination of suffering, patience, benevolence^ and 
love, was striking :—"*•* Now when'the centurion saw 
what wasdbne^ he glorified God, saying* Certainly 
this wjfts a righteous man; And all -tUe people that 
canie together to that 'sight, beholding the tilings 
whieh' were' donci smote Iheir breasts, and'rq-^ 
turlnedV' -'■ • •-• " -'^ '" • »''—• - * '' • - ' 

' J«sfis had taught > hiH di§ciptes-^^^ Love your ehfe- 
mies, blei^' th^tn ^htit cdrse-yOli,^ do good 't6 thetn 
that Hato you, and pray for them ^at despitef(illy 
us^ you, and persecute youj^ rind on the cross he 
exen^liffi€»»>v^bat be had inculcbtfed on othera. Soon 
afler^ he was imita^ted in this noble fipiiit'by His'ser^ 
vant St^j^hen, who, amidst the fury of his persecutors, 
** felhfe^ted down, imd cried with a loud voice, 'LAird, 
kty not tiiift sin to tiieir charg^;'' 

But from the text) weoiteii-ve, *; / 



.\ . ..•..;.<• r 
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I. That *rfn''ii fbafidfed^ in- much iQNomAiNCK : 

« is ^5r kfidw hot what they do*^^ • - 

' Kihiirr "to'these are tii* w6fdS if Prtcr, iii itfer^ 
ence *6 the **im^ actioti— j*^' I wot^tH&l! tiiroiigh ignb* 
rai^ yci tfld it, as did also your reilfel-s.^* ' And also of 
pituP^" Which none of t^e* prmtii of this world 
kntew*; for tend fliey knowti,^*«^woirid;nothavd era- 
cffied'the Lord of glory/'' C^rtainl^ they kney Mat 
th^'Were doing aS H) the outward act; th^'mtist 
alijo -have bftd^^tdnwJtion -Itoafe they Wfefel jiuttinglb 

• tuke ixiii: 4t, 48. -f Matt. v. 44 ; Acts viC 6iOu ^ 
VCfL, II. H 



^ r^ Prater of J^u$ pnTjJ^ 

^eatb. an iiwiocmt Ghar^f«er $ b\A ^bf^ vvre fn Uin4« 
ed % prejjudicet $o ensUvfid l^y paswooi .90 feeot on 
i^:f boipUsbiug the borrii^ d^ that thciy' reflected 
pol: 00 i^ pecMlisur atropity^ |iM i^wfu} oKgnitude of 

.^ Apd at this jif^y vfbm {ler^oosi ooiBfttk tn, tliey 
<ianoot plead absolufe igaorance : the swearer/ tfaji 
)ifir» tbo adulterer,- f)i^ y^t^^^Hseok^t fciMw that 
bU pcactio^ is wrOoi^ And lo tbo «Uoii«A96 of iMKf 
Hecret sio, wl)ien ^. «fm wdi^ges prid^ oovy, aomri 
or wy tnyhaUoiKod ^ft0ii ^ w teldom igwcwit <^ M^ 
ttid wdUven|iioff»<diMtpprobatk^^ Wten^tborefoi^ 
ive My U)^ mm fe^n^: iniporapc^ we oieaii^ 

1 . ^ TM. d)^ nxe i^oraqt M itn ^r^tne eitU io 
( sight of God* — Sin is not merely the tMAMgrHH* 

sion of ^1«^^ bat ^»Uw'w^^mm> ''it » boly, 
just aj)^ 80^** ^io ^^^ «»fly *^« violiitipwi. rf 
aiithoril^ but ^ a«dH>n<^ i§ simiwiOA eombiwwg 

n^b^v^ i» M^l m m^i^y MO «api^ . in ijoodr 
fie»^ it |# f^beUfpQ i^i^imsft tim iMst of BcMg^ #b4 

9g^qst tbP «06t tM49r ftlld JMM)6fmt pTOO^ pf JM» 

coo9|M3s4oii a^iove. B«twb0om9i4«^$«bia^^boil 
il it tthat tWM!0Wsoi=$ wc^ tbo «at^li^tty !<Jf <tet«* 
actions, and reflect ot| the ic4fi^9^iie obaik^ctfiT of t^ 
crimes in the view o( ^ Most jH^ ? 

2. Men are ignorant of the baneful influence of 
sio upop thwiisf^,-rT*|^ ^ice Hot a^^ ^o^ it 
hardens the hear^ srtiipifi^ ^ fxm«ionfi?i ^^os 
int»>babft, A^iat^igtb'g^m ipwii^l^ 

Ma^ an fWWi W^ r:^h has ^fld^i^ ftt 4b« ^dJsta^ 
appitb^ntisipn of fHimef^ 5vbii4i WV fee p^lo^ita wjtb- 
Out rewwe. H^ be k^en^ aw^ed pf them. ^ 

woi44b9yf I^wwi»a4yte wk-^^*Affll»:d(«»*b<*rl 

*hpnl4 dp tb».?" ft|t;gradu«^ly hebw J|tfl#|i. i*<o 
t^floptatian^- y|eMii« *P «lie /wce ha9 ?pRBF««94 *bP 

wy 6;r afiotb^r; i»d itfK:k4»ifi^9^'^9^(^ ba*«p 

creased lus avidity for the next, till he has sunk into 
the i)(^pes^ flpoFjpiti^p ^.ittte did hg fm<» aM«P«c* 



<^ «rD J. flw^h: is ifeqtt««% its Md pf ^ bun)M. 

q»qHm4 coiovH«is» pf oHtn^./qimt a.pl^ir^^cjti^;. W 
(^MiiiciM tshittitt «n fiwonikii^ Ibis if^mi^fi flWfi 

^tbQi tthnanm il; fi€;fiidi^ «« mt iDAPy. ^ 4irffi( )>^ 
dbMnt of.flidien ? WaliikiiMia Idto yay of tbi^ir oifr 
hearts, they must have weir compa^P9|i; ))gt ia 

S'ning such, " they know not what they do !" Per- 
^ iU^ pr«tm^ &lM49hipi )m(m^ satfued 

bfisd eops^i mi^ (yi^nte efoi^ te ^{^? .2f$^ n^o 

<wtitf)iiifiiw$Koii9$ppMhspif4BMr? M^)¥l>^ 
A«fc {If ^i&tjPp^ binuf^, m^.m9m §teo $0 flep 

'''£iiriV.«Qianuip)c^i9m fiSffFfipt goM ^ijili^^j" gp4 
tl|?iOMtod«i h»f« te»p3$ :!]]( ^^ ^^P^rieiaflfV M 

unpunished." 

,0*. iMen «»agnpm»t«f ^.dfjcs^t^ (fi^ffiill¥".V^ 
QiM%^njt»o^tKVf^*-tTrJll^ k )^ fu|ur^ s^ ^ 

taJkutMm^lhfil^kdaiii. .iH^y^ vw m^-^^^^r^" W^ 

whMLitiaiaMhQd, briAg^^ krpiffii^X'' T^ is^ , 
fioal ieemu. L** Thft w^gjfM i9l«^ » ^9fm- " . 7)^ '» f^i 

eied4{itngipu|EiMhnent,'!.aBd.ej>^ "ai^ .yw;?|e9r 
gttH^cDf octeriiaj^je^; ': Hwt i^ «u(^ a. /r^uk 9I j)^^ 

]aifj^Vii^h»:.^ ia^vlh^jice deluded. ity, pr«t«ffA 

H2 



pleasnres; i^vcti tip ta'^tlie^gi%tMidili(^'<)f %pp^j^^ 
and p^sions,' ^nt) ifi^md not filturrt;;^ . cllfi at aby tknb' 
eonstieric^^ is dfetiii^d ; abd Mne&Ay ie^T» ^W txdfied^ ^ 
tii^ "find '- it 'Bdt difiicu]% tOf bp.^ly^M)iai^opi«Ki ^ ^iff' 
whisper to themselves—-'^ I shall have' j^acd/>tlidiil^h^ 
I iiaVk in the irnaginatioh 6f mMe f^art;)' Tti^^ com- 
miissibn of dinis cel^iil' pro(rf th«t Jnen 
what they do ;'* ftnd iiava tidt ti^^tie^ diargbftbflPwiti^^ 
tfiis' ihratuation. Yed ; w^'haT^^neitlier considered ixa^ 
^treme :^^ in tile isigfat 6C God^ llsHai^ib&A kxfto^t^ 
diiyyuVsfelVe^, lb iM^}tiQUs^i^e<^'otv afil»M,:43ttr ato; 
dreaJAM tesult In iddth^'wovl^v'ir th^ mooMiiiiriif 
our giiilt ^otild he^^ hare * beeft' ttii^ acteulbDhdiitedP 
-^We'observfe, .•••'' •' •'- ^'^ 1 -*•{•»» •.'\;j .;;Tt:'{i 

'^ ^. TBat ighohinee ismbiiilfficieht Exdys^tfdrisill.i 
' '^F^'sohi^ imtaheds; It' mitigates 'oifoiyic^^^'iw«t kifty^ 
even conclsive idf forbiddSeii aidtimis iiirt^ttig^nb g&ilt,^ ii^^ 
when cotrimitted'by idiots, or by i^rson^ w^lkt(idV,o 
or lindir ihentdl dWahgeinent. Tbed^;'h(i«veHr, ato'^ 
extraordinary'-eases,' 'and dny'^not'alieiit JUie^'g^n^^i 
sentitneM express^. Thdse pck^^'the ^lOtd^ 
of <he Lo^d JcJstis, w^re ignorant, >;^t doubt^ 
were guilty : they khew ndt^th^^a^cityjof tiieidVMly^ 
yet i^ 'w^s '^ with wkk^ kanih t)mt bi^ ^vm^ chidSigd' 
and slain." — It may be remarked, .!>,.::' , ^ 

1. Ignorance ' tY^^^'ii^ ifinf.^<^^Ia'^aU:'c^sd^«it'4s.do, 
w)iere the capacity atid^ dpf^ntumil^ol kil0v»tedg«4iria 
afforded. If any tliink toiiefxttUe theirimifiii^tc^^^ 
b^ fttteging that' tfa^ know rio %liery' 'wmoti&kvbk^ 
ascertained whether Iheyb^ef tlhe.bie6ftt[i0|& iciforiaiH^I 
tion ; ahd if th^y have^^ tttcrf fi^lli ulidiei> cMdemtialiioir/ 
for the vclr^ ignOMnce wbkbti^ptedriLT TheveJbiaoii 
want oi tKe' riieahs c^f ^khoWledge^fiittt^cuB^ t «e>blii^i 
the ^ibW, 'the 'Skf^lh,^a'^rid^ VfirtiM^qf!^^^ 
privile^s'; atid-ait" #6' i^ culplibld^iif3lae)<iiaglMfti' 
them?' Doubtless itis (Daridtfty^toiiii^dve'ttei^ 
vantages \cUh^ which- we at^e ^vdUn^^^iii^^idef ^tqgfatti 



^HeA ilcq«klMance WitU ttictritt olf God ;: aad iiyt^ 
refuse to do thi^, our igndmnce is nii : it i$ e videntitj 
(he'fruitdf ^sdbedience to die Most High; and must 
iIit^at^kri]^£6bys>dispk6Wfe.^^RelDark aU^^ * :< 
I «l|i<;^iThyMiiW of Odd Ciskidmil^ alL^ni. every khA 
and di^^d' of ^mil^its lAialterable deotenoe is-rh 
'^ .Ctirsi^j^ eWydni^ that condnneth not ia ^1 tbkigi 
tH^ii^h &-e mritteh'ifi theibook of the law^ to do them. . 
If'Mkkes tio^atto^t^nce^' iand adinitsiof do exception. 
^'-The^ultbat sItHietb ibattdie^V and ^'whosoever 
^frnll keep (1)6^ whole taw; acid, yet offend in onepoihtt 
HS'is gode^ o¥ all c'' he has viobted the authority of 
file Lawgiver; and iias incurred ithe'punishmeAt de? 
iiouhced. We say not that aU Anrbidden actions are 
alikcf^infilly or that they aresidfidtbthe same degree 
ki'iaS^|)e^$ons. ' By the Lord. Miabtiohs are weight ;" 
akid^ mubtleos ^me i are > ilidre atroCkms , tbian. others) 
Wlibt t<^ assert f»;'thfaft<eyery sii^ however light in the 
^tilftidtion^<^''tean^is toM by^tbe law of Godj 

atatf ^9ubjei(^'tfae trans^retssor to h^s'feremeddouscusse* 
' ^ H<^iv^ Tain Ibe nptioo; thisrefore,: that ignorance 
p^cuNfe^^emtnplion isi iHo^ false tt^e refuge of mftq's 
flftfral^'i^ How'deksbi^ diie^faopeiitiMKji^i^ built iq« 
fat^'nii^ df4fu»]an works !'f But, .4id)i^ dlorious i^ th§ 
|6spel1-^fae 'r*vetal5on of Diwie! Mercy thcoC^gU 
the r^detnlption wfaidhf is in Christ Jesus l-^And^. let 

UW^nffs^\iei^,r mi . >:. v.x ^ -ii •* ^ * -v • -• 

c'{ Oi * 'iJvi^ry tAtP xsi an- ^ inipUes : ,a vsitifiil natvre i- it 
1^^^ <ftoiia>x^jdcl^#ai<ednhea]tiWFhbs>8peiLk e^f 
Lord : '* From' within^ oUf ^ the^Mi^ioftnlfeny ^piro^ 
ceed evil thoughts/' and endless abominations ; and 
igfttH; ^^^aif 'e^ibman/ out of tb© eYflytPeafeitrelcfflhis 
to4/«,/bringe«hT forth-^ ^il' things!^ /Nr/I^^s. bei^^ the 
case^ ignorance forms no excuse : it removes ua guil|r: 
ittakes xiffrnoFMoftcieniiiatbh* ^^iljfetfaing cm d0 this 
tVM IhiMoo^Jhentiiif : Itiie liljEaaedi^ 
^bio.l wT •• — t^^dlri v^v^TM ^'d to v.'jM :*•:? 



Vftb Sm of God, dautteth from all sin." ; . ; 
It k of iifapbHui^ hdw€vei^ to kef|> in mmd, thai 
sin is ag^raiated ibeordkig. to llie d^gfiee . of faiqw-^ 
ted^ possesaad. Those ttoinfaa. )oMiaP9. that, naileci 
^iisto lim^caki and tbe infciUiMde n^ the e^iomoa 
fRfdple tiiat joined in tfie cry df '' Cnieify hiy^r' wf ra 
n^t ty fdr 06 ipiltjr las «b6 priests ahd ^vifii^ w^ iii^ 
fi^^ted fais death. Tbe^ who most Uraqoerrtly heaf^ 
his discourtesy uid ."vnttiebaatt hfe ^mNicIi^ w^e cer^ 
tkAtiVf most crimbial in their rt^tien of Hmi, BXfA 
NtgO sgiiMt hkn. In like nrtuliidf^ tie ttiore any 
tt)6n km^a of Ins duty, < tbe. aachri «re eiceuses euf 
dff wheh he sa^ conftrafc^ lo it : he oanndt sav^ ' ' fi[ad 
I imchm^ i mndd tdothttvedone tbisisviV!^r he did 
£:tabW4 Any forbidden acbiQh th a mjm. {Nrofeis^i^ 
Ch¥i$«ianil!^, and atqueinted with ita priiMPfi^ 4 
{iKbfl^aritiy worse dian^fae sense action, m ^^ mW' 
ll^ilod teatbenj Ho iMate the 4i<9atw.!9f eo»T 
^^»Mf^a i» trhaneriiUtb in avoh ^grae stf coMCieaoa if 
9MdMkei ; an.d pradticdft to oppose the pveaepff of 
Sa^ptilf^vinfafrs^ik atid aMritt .tffiioideiiiaatiOp> ef^ 
flftfy te prd|NAKioo tfo oin- inoYHfedge tf tbenii ; Mil 
adi* tonvidtid^ of tfieirttutihoKty^ rasatmttMeMOMb.itfi^ 
«lb)f^(ibm Sadm <(ff roursehtfa 4)y Itaa ri^e of 
^^MR^ ^at'ls oaraiafadbrbi theai^of Q64? 
Are we not guilty ? and has not our^paHlbeM^'ej^ 
tedroasM ? ijBt us net ohiin rouraefives^bjir a<df#tttai7» 
jbM sialr JMo tlri^i abatamdnt that McomesiiK, MUMlg 
<^tbettM9fof%imikr»!r4<^Weobst8h!e^. ) 

' Hi. IHnft fol^entes cef sin la aH : ect of toi;¥tK« 
^MrV) aMlUe ftw^ 4Nfsm 

ttttariMr." * ; .:♦ 

'TM taM jpnbqf^aiib Dsf^ Then 

Mda^^ufe, VbtWr, «ir|^e «itei." He weHJknoif 
tbe name of his heavenly Father^--'' The Lord, 
the l^nl Qo^j Me^l 'fi# gnNEdtas/' So was 
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fMfNHly ae^Mdttied witii oU tlie leader pity, thi 
inttia|ilte« compesirioOy of hk hearty and mid come 
iMo tte world to mUie it knovrti : ^ No nuMi liatk 
mm Qod M any tine : dii only begotten Son^ who 
k iof tiio bosom of the Ftther, he liatti declared 
Mm.- 

But beboid tbe obuxkdence of Divine Mefi^iii 
tfie fAp^i^mm of (Wch i^Sfe|id«rs at these I Unrs^ 
straiiM in thei# insvlt, and iti tbe vw^ act of orucif^- 
log *' the Prince of Life/' their perdoii is adfectioh- 
aiMy^hhpftMd^^^ Father^ forgave theint" Is there 
looitty in tbe ibrgNreiiess of one sinF Mneb morb iti 
tbe nem&skm of manj. Is there mer^ in tbe pardon 
at l%bt oflbnees ? Much more in obliterating the 
deepest and blackest crimes. The just desert of ite 
is death--«vala8ting banUbsient from Ood; bul^ 
Ik tbere merey in miiigatinga sentence ? M o^ more 
in repeating it. Is there mmt^ in ddb^mg Ae 
inttetmi of pnoSslmient^ Much mere in setting it 
altogetber aside. And snch is tbe mercy of Jehoftab. 
^ "ft^ God and Father of onr Lord Jesas Christ r^ 
Let US l«ok into it ; let ns^ dwell updn it ; let us ear* 
nestly and immediately seek the exerdso '^f it lo 
ourselves. *' Who is a God like aoto the Lord, be- 
cause he delfghteth in mercy.^ '' His mercy is unto 
all tbem that fear him :" it is "^^ freat abof a ttba baa^ 
vmrn'^^^^^^jOBL, << Mb meuy enduretb ibr iOver«^* 

lut for^mness is not only an aet of Diiaoe 
Menpy; it u eaiinetitfy tlje £mt c((ihe mUrefsnm 4if 
Christ. It was peeAkled of him, that 1^ jdumld 
'^ make iMen3esw>n for tmnMitssonr ;'^ and beie is 
tbe piadieilon fulfilled^'' Faliier, foifiTO them.^^ 
1^ latter part of 1^ teoit has Ae appearanoe of Ji 
plea in fiiiFOur of tbese persons, mid our Lovdy no 
doubty was re^dy to eatenusfte todr ^me as fiirai 
it^kbnitted <ji eaMenuation, 4Nit tbe meamag is^ pto- 
liabty4ifibrent. WbM the Ftaimist pw^s*««-^' Vacdon 
nrinelsiqiiilyi >r It 4s grea^^ he doe? aolairfatbe 
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g^reatoess oC bis ftin as a rea$ou for pardofi^ butiiilher 
expressea: Jm deapair . of . the . blessing < from any^jbut 
Jebovoii^ on: account of tbe umgn^nde'cfhis guilt 
Tbus tbette;Kt, ."Father, forgive Ibem^/tfr they ^know 
W^ wi)«t they <k)|" is^ ^ if the Saviour h«d 9«tidy 
** These men are deluded: awful infatuation . btt 
seized tjiiem :. little are tbey av^ai^B of the emprinity 
of thi ctioi^ which, they so .eagerly .peripetrato ;'^ 
wverthfikss, enter not into judgmenii with theiflf;-^^ 
*Fatbsr, fpr^vethfrn!'": > i 

t >V;ha(, theOr was the ground iof.hia int3er«0ssioii^ 
^ true natture of. his plea? It wpis dftrive^ entiirejiy^ 
from himself, the suffering: which he tbea*>et)dured, 
tbq sacrifice which he then pffeted. Heic^ sbeddiiK^ 
^ prooipus blood ^* for the remissioii of «ina,'Vaoil 
npw l^e pleads that it migbt be applied ; he eptreats 
^iJt the vfiry nien who fffecl^d bis death: in^bt firs| 
pi;9ve;its.gioriQ\is efficacy. . , . 
: : This trutb 19 fuU of instniction and of en^urajge^ 
ipeiit :to!.i|^ Tb? groupd of the Saviour's upterces*-^ 
siQP is his s%po$^ on the cross;; hq ia^^Qur Adm^ 
cat^ ii^itkth^Ffttber/' bec^os^ be is <Mbe propitii^i 
tipn fof (Pur-&in9"Tr- ^ .^ . . 

..*t';.lHisl}HUteiifalliIdod<di(lone« alotae;' ' 
; ;;Afl^««Fii^plM»>fqro^h?,UM-pu«?'-T .; 

BMiCao ibpki&dnn^yiiin. - i When^' tberefooet^ you look 
back on the afiiscting scene at iCabiary, .remember^^ 
tinitiiMBre.wadiaid; the.ibucidatioaof your hope>and 
oanifoptl-r^tfaai; there twas ;paid:.the. |)rifie \of yoai^ 
pardon^ ybvor aqceptaiDee, and ^xml iife ;-r^lbat 
them the*; law: waa.hojMHuedJn i&4iu*gfislf^ exteoti' 
justiaerwasisatiftfied iaits -striotestideinandB^. every 
obstadeiwas; removed in the* w«y of mency to guiltjyi 
man, and the* glory .of all. the perfections of Peity 
secured in itftimostiibepddist^ay^. • . ' 

jKior doesiitbe Juttroeasionof Jecm^ cy^ftsg :. itfimi 
tinues lb thiB i)0Uf ^ i^dmustiCQAlityve^Jbfi f^.ctfi 
time. ;, iHe Ja gonie ^1 intp Jbeaveft itself, no« toia^e^^ 
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iff ti^ popfMQCi;. pf God for us." /^Wherefore be it 
able ^abo to save , them to the uttermoet, . that com^ 
uoto God bv hin>, seeiog he ever Uyeth to make 
interce^ioD tor them*." Keviviog thought! Amidst 
fji.thb GonKiQusDess of ^ujlt, u^d^. ifl): .thu hurde^ 
qf lear,' this heavy afflictioa of darkoes^ ar^ distress^ 
rfesua appears for us above \, 4^ ^ ^' Lamb thaf was 
slf^io/* he presepts his wpuudsiand his blood; ^ 
pleads his agony aud bis cross. Qlessed object of 
our faith, and spring of our oonso^atiop ! ^' I am he 
tlWt Uyeth, and was dead ;i and ^Ji^ldi I axn alive 
for evermore," and aliye/' to.poake intercession/^ 
The powei^ of his plea is always the same, the pity 
of his hear( 19 Diwl^r&bte> the tenderness .which he 
feels for M8,:aqd the interest whicl^ l^e possesses aft 
^is Father's throne, are immutable and everlasting-^ 
** JesMs Chrisfi the same yesterday, and tq-day^ and 
for^ev^r/' . 

• ' ' . • . . . . , • 

From the /sut^ct iearn, 

' 1. Tq; regard the intercession, of Jfesns m the 

forgivjei^fis of su:is.rr*As he fauq^' on the cross^ lan«« 

gu)sl^g un^eif :th& severest pains, he prayed for 

the, very mem iwhojnflicted them- He suf£^red as 

man, but he felt .a§ Qod ; and from the feeling of 

^is beqevolencey he cried, '^ Father, forgive th^m/* 

,^d particularly observe, what he uien did is a 

pleasingiptim^tion lof what he isnow domgr-r^Mie 

love^ and. pleads, and pr^ys ! " I^ therefore,, our 

r^lianpe^isjon the Saviour's death; if. we have felt 

the power ..of Divine Grace (convincing .us of sua, 

and bringing us t9^ . him for salvation, m heaven he 

fergpts , us not. Every act of ; foUy, . every ;lapse 

iotoi.siff, is, a crucifymg of Christ afresh ; but still 

%<^pleadsr?1'^^ I'attier^ fprgive them!". This ought 

IpffUtly to quickq^ our prayers and ^to revive our 

1»»(i ■' ••/.•. •.::•• • ' :- "! s .' ' \ j\ ■ - . 
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hope. Jt^UB died ; and thft ^Atescf^ 6f Md dMCk f6t tht 
fe^mpikm bf trsthsgre^onsf; i^Miaim ^ snffirient und 
iHltWie." Bcit bi^ ibteyc^diM s^tfuits the a|]^piicMitM 
bf its mvaltlttble Hesiiirtgfi : he kttei'cedes, ki oirder 
¥ttkt acts bf pardon reay ^ t^ewed ; tbfett the l6rt 
ettjoymeM of fbf gireneds may be restored ; ti^a^ 
imparting peAce ^d cioitofbrty be mhy ptpfti: tb 
hnmble penitents, that his love h Urichatigeiible^ 
tod bis tiruth inviolable. Mkj hearts of pienitenc^ 
he tturs; and pardon^iil not be deified ! Mhy livMi 
feftb be ourt, ab^d idl' the fihiiis 6f the Saviottr^ 
intercession will be tdrdiiailly and thankfu^ received I 
■^Learti, 

i. To imitate Jesns iti the Adt^g^tettess of Itijuries*^ 
thh afiectitig pri^yer dearly proves that be foi^gave 
the ittstdts orored to bim ; and sorely Ms example 
ikdmooisfaM ns to ^ go and do likewtsd ! * At« we 
injured in, our persons^ our reputation, or in any 
oUier way? Retaliation is fort)idden; revenge is 
utterly wrong. The duty id jpifAn-^-^^e tMfft f^give. 
lliSs foi^vetiess is net insetisibility to mjuriest it 
ii m>t mere hatmttl eiunnefe of temper; nor does it 
rM)uife tL heedless giving ep of ^ur rights t» ^ 
iiiju^ce Of ahy who teay ehbose to invtAt tbeim. 
I'^i'l^veiTess of injnries- is ii Chrfslian duty, eri^iAg 
from Christian prmnple : it Is the very oppoiiiife ^ 
fufitoar atid resentment ; it is to pass by tte ofibne^ 
flbhe ns, readily mi frdAj. How was this temper 
6kt!m^\&eA 1ii oUr blessed !LoM ! Atid liowistroi^ 
is ft inculca'ted in bis <3ospe11 ^ Be ye kind one *t> 
attmhet-, i^TiAet^htixtf^.j^gMf^ one another, tyHsn 
as God ibr Chris's sAe haCh ibi^iten yeu:" 

If ChrislSan foi^^vttiesS is not exercised, we ^MXi^ 
demn oursdves 'by the very petitions vre present. 
tV*o has not lAed the words— '^ Foi^^ us ioiilr 
tterpasses; as we for^ve them ibat trespass agalbist 
us?'' And who has not read— '^ If ye foigjtvenot 
men their trespassei^, fieiftef Wfli your Father tixrgiv% 
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your trespasses?'' We cannot speak too hi^ly of 
this heavenly virtue. Its advantages are endless. 
An amiable female writer calls it, '* the economy of 
the heart : we shall find it cheaper to pardon than 
to resent : forgivwess^^fn^ep /tbf expense of anger, 
the cost of htifr^d, thfe Mfitt ttf fepirits." It is 
adapted to produce the most beneficial effects ; be- 
fore its benign influeneei '4)ie feuds and bickerings 
of families cease ; the jars and quarrels of neighbonrs 
wMSAh : k Wfths lA\seA lAt6 iDv^^ Ud MUtHVP 
enemies into friends. It exalts man to a near re* 
semblance of his Makeff who is '^ kind to the un- 
thankful and the evil;*' who delights to ^' have 
mercy and to forgive/' Whatever, merefore, be the 
conduct of others towards you, let no worse feeling 
bfe cneH^bed ih "fiiixt fay^fehst, let 116 tenhet MMi^ 
meat procdM itt/tn ^dtt^ f!|^, ttMh-^^' ^P^sAMV forgave 
them; for they know not what they do.'* 
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T bath been remarked^ that good men, who have 
excelled in a particular virtue, have sometimes la- 
mentably failed in its exercise. Moses excelled in 
meekness^ but he could be angry ; Peter surpassed 
the rest of the Apostles in courage, but he acted as a 
coward ; Job was an eminent example of patience, 
but we observe the occasional fretfulness of his 
temper ;-^so imperfect are the best of men, and 
so entire is the dependence of all on the grace of 
God! 

The text refers to a season of heavy affliction. 
The spirit of Job was oppressed : his mind was har- 
rassed ; it was full of confusion ; and we wonder not 
that his language betrays the perplexity which he 
felt. The chapter, begins thus:— -^^ My soul is 
Weary of my life, I will leave my complaint on my-* 
self; I will speak in the bitterness of my soul :''-—- 
and what does he say ? Does he repine at the se- 
verity of his trials ? Does he reproadi the error and 
harshness of his friends? Does he charge God 
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foolishly? ..NoaI igraeei itelrkilft over the. in6aQity 
^ jiaCure» and ^we i btbold , a .{^easing : transition to 
nbattis perfecdy-oorreet: -^^ I will say unto God, 
Per QOtiCcmfLeibbiVie i. sbew me wJbierefore thou coo* 
tendfistwithni^"!: 

. .We observe. thrM^tbiogi-r-A.good man has coy* 
vD^w.wixH Gopv.ila this conversiet: he dsfrx- 
cATifs A]iir.«.vii.TT-a»d,be sowicivfi^AifATovR* . 
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.: I> A good aiiii has co^vsBSE^ixii God, 
(In aU circmosUtfioifcs^ iwhetber^f tase^or pain, of 
health. or sickness, he thinks of his God, and highly 
estinoatKs' cbannuniQiiiWith him. Inadversity, this 
is/paiiiciplady the casie^ * '^ Is itny aiBicted ? let him 
pray.'Vj A man of G,od;feels impelted tp pray ; be 
6iB^ iBiielief, arrefuge mi the exerciser wjiich endears 
it to his belirtft and m^ices it a delight :-^he re&ipljkres : 
" I will Jiay unto God." . ., : 

;In ii.ffiktion, we spe^ to • ourj^^lves. It is ri^bt 
tb«A; wet' Qotnnlune with our own hearts, that we. ip- 
quire diligently into their state in the sight of God^ 
and into the temper and prevailing disposition of the 
mind. ;. Jti affliction .we. speal^ ^l^^to o^ir ^iftiefds; 
we t^iittee«ii^.ow: fe^figs-^andt /ftup /wa^ts; we 

a^c tf^firiadYioey *iair:,8yinp^yiv»nK4 ^W i ve talk 
i^ith; tbewfi, . or should dp oO^ix Q^tm s^pp^rts,^ epcpur, 
i^igeii>Wl^^Ai»d>CQif6fQrts ; ,teoitr:WW hjgUes|:,priyilegei* 
omW b§«j^ efl^ploymenlt, ^^\.c(mV^X¥ ^ .P^Uh'^) .(^pd^'' 
L>Trul^^C f^lk)l*^ebi|)!i i^ withatiijgjFfttl^fi!; M^ ^ith 
his Son Jesus Christ"--*" Tl^ftugh. jiifla, we ha^^^ 

a«<?08S-by owJSfWtrfuitrt ^§iE^il^hol 4p4 in^ur 
appiwftfih?s jto Wni)k»h«^pfrflPii|?.MS.jt(^»y4?yjba^^^ in- 
fiHieqM,d}t»r iaia(Js^ tO >^»i?re%»th«7i5S^09^, {feelings , of 
QWr l*Wfltsbi*e :unbOMm-all QttngrifidEi W^i^areg, tp^. 
lwlaA«iiQittr; /dwireR fr«ly, :,tp ip\e^li^JfSfvq^^, ^to 

'^^tm^Q^i ca\jp^;b^w Jbiro, ,8©4j)tff $lkow m^^ 
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1)80 no know^Ied^ of ' Ood^ ia> fi$oi«^p wi|h iiiai ; 

and, alwi thi$ is tfaecase with tbooBaMs; ptMiafB 

it 10 the gloomy condition of some of j(m. In «d- 

reimtf^ you ore aot destitule of osnr^ty fmiido : you 

hare their society and assistance ; but it is aot amcb 

they can do #sf yoii. hi imnibef ies» tnals, ^f vain is 

the Mip of man j^* white ^ hi^pyi^ he «i4x>4iailfathe 

God df Jacob for' his hd^, «4i08^^hapa4s in^tiio 

Lord his God !" — You that are '^ dead in sins" have 

no commuiiion wkh faeiiyet} : ^oii laa^d aQtUkig ' to 

^«8(y unto Gkid;^ your heart is aiiaoatod Irom ban; 

y0a lAe&lrO'not thd lnMMi4edga of bis ><*ays^ nor tbo 

fefledsin^ of his graea. Uhhappy nml *' Without 

€pod ki the worl<),'^ you are^ ^^ ^^HUmil hopp,^^ 

aikl tbe end wfll be dariniess, daath,^ and desfiair; 

"^'Seek the Lofd wlitte te aisf bo fouad^ and call 

apoa him ^vrfifte h« is fioar.-' Listen to 4ife- cbiianicA 

siven to this afflicted patriarch,' aind 4ieg for ^cs 

to coinply vMck it ^^ Aeqcnont now wysalf with 

biiBy and be at peace ; tl^3reby ^ood abiM ^omo iMo 

thee,'^ ■ -; ^-: . ; •. 
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ii. Tfi %is een¥e»el "wlth God, a good man be** 
nt£CAT«:s Air '^PL :^-*^ Do not eondMM^ 

Job refetis pT€l)al>ly toihe seiitiitieiK of his frfenda 
coneerniB^ ^ixm. Thef mistook 4>i#€baraGlir : ttiey 
thought liiBi a^eceii^r,aod4lialWsK)slai«i^ 
the recoil pense of bis %\sl\ oa liiiB sapfiosilkni tbif^ 
condemned'^Hrf/*W hfe apptels totois O^ Do 

rtot ^A^ceMenia tiie.^ * : i 

Whatev^ Job^dviEto^es ia*44ndkatiori'Of Jbis4^»« 
r^Mer agafnst :Ae as^^'s^s iof^iMn;'he dooblldsa 
\^^i^^^W^'^^f^ iii 4be'i^ighlor 

God; 1)laf4i hSs ^ords t^^^How ishoiUd^Mttil be^ 
ju^t vittv Oodi^ If lie ^^eontond^A^iiittii'^^ 
canoM! ads^fc^ him iMe i9f ii Aousand/' He afppHe^ 
this to his own case : '* If I justify VBPjtMi ^y <*^« 
* ^11 cofiiiiietnnW: iS.t,^r\ ii^:Hk^'<'t 
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k^afl prove me penretse." And in Uiigiii^ fliill 
inraabninj^: ''Betiold! lam vile: what shall I 
answer thee? I will lay my hand upon mymouU).** 
New mtne eye soeth thee ; wherefore I ahbor my- 
1^ and repent in dost and ashes^.^ It is evident 
that Jab was eoavinoed of nepsonid sinfulness, and 
ef his desert on accoo«t of sin ; but he wisely and 
eafaesdypjeads^^' Do not condemn me.^ 

Andthis applies tooursdves« Do we merit tondeos^ 
nation from God? Yes, as sure as that we are sinners; 
afiicertamly se diat we have transgressed his holy law, 
andiebeiled agunst hb righteous government A^d 
what shall we plead in arrest of judgment ? Net 
laese mer^; for inerey most beexerciMd ki harmeoy 
with ail the perfections <of God : mer<gr is not shewn 
to transgpessem, bat in etrict agreeqsiuit with Iio- 
Kaeai, justice, «Qd truth* We plead, tberofeie, the 
aoediation of Jesus ChrKit : we make menticHi of his 
woodevful interposition on behalf Gi Mined mail : 
4|urfafth regBids his perfect rigfateouBMBs, his alen* 
in^eaoiifioe^ Ins triumphant reaorneetioQ, hisfM)wier^ 
fill iatefeessign, his all^uffitient gmoe^: ^"^ TbanJcs 
he to God ijpr his 4inspeakahle ^ft r What say 
Ibe Sciq>tuies ? ^^ Ail bave^ sinned, and 4^cmm short 
e^the glory of God i"^ but ^' vtet^te justified fieely by 
his ^raoe, throiMJb the redemption that is in Jesus 
Chnst ; whom God hath set forth to be a propiti ' 
dnroQghfaititin his blood, to decide his rightooui 
iot the remission of tarn that are past^throogb the fer-- 
beaiimdbofGod; ttidedbtreattfais time his ri^hteens* 
aess» that he mi^be ju^it, and the jasdfier of him 
Mrho bdieveth in Jcfsusf*'' 

' £Ki«Uon the glomus impo^ of such declarations 
sntibtae; Ih^are rewaled to ^tour iSuthi tfaNey give 
eainurageftient to hope, ^md ebei^ to prayer. ^ S^ 
milDCkid, DojK)t'^o<md0m^me;^Mbu(, that cbndem- 
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nation may. be aviected, thiakof : him who traii cioc^ 
denmed for your sake : look! untoJesus^ who suffered 
io your stead; come, unto him, and believe in him 
whp '^ gave hi$ life a ra;n9om/' who died '-the just 
for. the unjust, that he might bring us. to GoAJ^ 
Thrice happy they who know hi» name, and are 
fouud in him: ^' Inhere is .therefore now jio candem^ 
nation to them that are in Christ Jesus, who walk 
npt after the fle^h, but.after the Spirit." - 
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. III. .A ;{^ood man^ in. his tconverse with God^ 
ftOjCiciTs A fAvt^uB; f^ Shew me whek^effflc^ thosi 
eontendest wijh.nie!.'' . , 

Pfo^hapSi the word ^^ caadendeBt!* is not the most 
proper that could ^have been used^ To contend^ is 
tO($triMe iniop(K»ition:; but this is < not the manner of 
the AUiii^ty with: his afflicted : ipeopW ^ it is more 
expi^^sive of. their. temper towards him: hutsome^. 
thiqg.mo^ti be i allowed to then perturbatioa of Job!s 
mindr-rhis vimaning is obfioijs-tr" Shew me. why 
thou affiictestme : discover >t^e: reason pf.tfaifr cor- 
rection, the : object: to. be ani»'^red i^y'thia severe 
chasUfi^nent'^ . It is a wartjantaUie; request^ a;pra}F^t 
full of propriety: ; 'andiwesare tMight by k that aflfic-* 
tion is from God'^ihdJt God has some design .m^ 
afflictipi)— and that it is of importance to asa:rlam 
wImiI tbjs. design is. ...,»;.:?- . / , ^ 

U Afflicticwi.is /rxm God.t^Nothiilg is morcf 
plainly u dictaise ^of i readon^i and la idoctrine of thei 
fiiUe. Affliction is natwretl evil; alid.the Proi^t 
asks, ". Shall rkhe^e; be .evil in A.cit^^^ and th6.l^d 
hath not done it ?" On the same ptiuciple,. sb^ cmy 
adversity! beial^a family, or an^indiyidil^l> abd Ood 
b|B not ackpowledg^ a9 ordaining and i:seivliug!it2. 
Second .causes Imvejthieu! influence; but aU^their influ- 
ence is by the appointment and binder the c6i\b*olof the; 
Most High. ^^ I form the light, and create dark* 
ness ; X make • peace, lOid createi etrU ; ' 1 1^0* hord'Ao 



Kil tbese tiungs/' Tb^re M much wttdom 9« wMl 
•» |>ie^ in the MiitiiMift of thia vQD«mble ip w i 
'' $b»U WQ rdc^ive goQid »t Dm^ hm4 gf God, an4 
nh^U we not retTeive 9¥il*?'* With w e^nl nii94 
wo Qugbt to reoeive both : with bunbl? yubmi^fioPi 
with holy cinrteDbseot luxl grttttode, we should w^« 
eotae all the will of God* '^ Afl9i€iiOii cometh ao| 
forth of the dust, neither doth trouble spriog oul 
of ttie ground :'' its origbi U higher : wbtfteverca* 
Iftimty^ therefore, ewaita U9 ; whatever privation oC 
health, of property, of friends, or of children we 
wflerj^ let our feeliogs dictate the laoguaK and agree 
with the impcx'tant faetr-^'' The Lora gave; the 
Lmd hath taben^ away ; blessed be the aaioe of ^ 
lx)rd/' 

fl. God has some dmgn in aiietioti*-^ A wise 
ageM never acts at fapdom, he forais his'plaa.iw4^ 
pursues it. The all-^fse God must iiiet worthy <^ 
Uinselfr his prpcediH^ tnust be regulated by inwite 
perfection; He ia kid less ** wonderfiil in eoqns^,^ 
tium *' ex^Uent itt w<^Jdiig." He afflicted Mih 
aasseb, but yoii {tarceive a design : it was to reduee 
him to . poEutence and to prayer. ' He lifted Ne^ 
bAohadnessar^ and bbre ako was ><ite$igu ; it was te 
humble the pride of IfaAt baugh^ mopaFCh* and te 
efease bite at ink feet * 9ut better i^tn than these 
bftmsufikied ftomi^ band of the l4ird» aud alt^ajn 
idtbdonoie wise iniehijim : ^ I kn^w/' says one^ -^ tJiat 
% iddgmeote ai*^ ri|^t, aed )tbat tiwu in faUhn 
^Itihss haet afticted ^me.'' The ' propb^ endufeA 
miaebi add why ? They weHi; '^ eteinple^ of sufietjtogf 
dBBfetion and of paiieuee^"> Joaopb w«ti through 
saeaes of peeuliar triAl# bulilthere was an cnsid la tittw^ 
which we caniQt; but li^raira aud approve i: *' Mfa 
yoi^" apeatog to jbis giuhy^ btetiiraa« ^' ye tJMM^t 
etilragiaMt jBie; hut G)ad meaatit «tfo gpttii to toini 
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to paBS as it b this 'day, to save much people alive.?' 
Lazarus," the brother of Maty and MarUia,- whoa 
Jesus* loved; was sick : when ' Jesus^ heard, be ex- 
pre^ed' no siirpriee'': ther6 way wisdom in the oc« 
currenoe i- a ^reai add good purpose was to be an« 
swered : '' This sickness is * not unto death, but for 
the eloiy of God, that the Son of God might be* 
gldriSed thereby." 

Affliction' may be our lot : but it is of litde oon^ 
sequence what we sofibr, provided the all-wise and 
gracious designs of Jehovah are but accomplished ^ 
and that they may be accomplished should be our 
earnest prayer. In one' way or otiier be regards our 
benefit, andf, in connection with^this, the advantage 
of others, and his own ^ory. Let us learn, therefore, 
lb say^ and to sav from the* heart, '' Not my will^ 
jbu^thme be dona^" ^^ The cup which my Fattier 
giveth me, shall I not drink it?^' 

9. It is of hnportahte to' asteriahi what thei 
design of God is in affliction.— -This ' is directly the 
prayer of the text; *' Shew me ni//^r^r^ thou coiw 
ttsndest witti me." To' be persuaded that he has « 
reason' for his conduet is not enough: we must desire 
to know it;^ and should pursue the desire with seriOiiB 
Mnsideration and diligent perseverance. < ■ 

It may be we were living thoughtless and seeurQr 
as if we were to liv6 here always ; but God send^ 
ifflictiott' to mftke us tiiink,- and( t<^ admomsh uS of 
death. Perhaps M^e were inordinately attach^ to 
fbe woiid^ and had no care excepfrabmit Its^perishifag 
di^yments ; bot God affiets, tO' teath us the vanity 
of ws woHd;ihejsmptinesflr of creatures, the extreme 
foUy ssnd daif^rof buSdihg^ a hope of happiness onp 
any "thing beneath the suAv-^More pfarticulasrly, 
* Afflidtmn is^seni to* cMvittce of sirr^. onr own sia^ 
t^e malignity of its naftaretind the' biH^roess^ of it» 
desert. — ^The Lord took away the widow's son, a4d 
what was the effect of thitt.bereavc9aieiit2 It brought 
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ker '' 8ifi8 to reoiembriiioe,'' aad humbled "her, we 
trust, in deeper, contrition. 

There ace frequently, in profcsaors of relkbn, whet 
ere not improperly called hidden sim--^'SnB Wfc^ 
aire Utile thoaght of, and which give little cnr no 
concern, till the preararef of advert^ isfek: then 
we begin to .ask— Why this aflUctioii? God, ih 
answer to the inquiry, lets us see the evil of oul: 
own heiuts, which we did not suspect: he discovers 
the ufifulness of unsanctified' tempers and' selfish 
passions, which we too readily mdulged : he bringi 
ns^to the temper of David when he said— «^' Who 
can understand his errors ? Cleanse thoa me from 
secret faults? " But are secret faults ymir burden? 
And is cleansing from them your<iefflre and pursuit? 
Then do not repine aft those dispensations whi^ 
discover them to you : rather, bless God for your 
severest trials, and number tbem among your choicest 
mercies* 

I Another desigd of affliction is to prevent sin.-^ 
\What.was said to Abimeleoh may apply with truth 
to many : /^ I withheld thee from sinning against 
me/' Some providential Restraint is fixed ; adversity 
ijirescribes bwnds* which it is not' easy to pass; 
and is there not mercy in . isuch * prevention ? The 
prophet spedcs'of God as -^ hedging up a man's way 
with thorns," surnnindiag Inmitnth embarrassments : 
;«nd if this is not. iaiohgh( fae'l^^makes a wall," raises 
insuperable diifietilties, so that f the transgressor can 
:pitieeed no fiEirthen' Itiis hy affliction that this u 
tlone^ and' the obstruction i$ merciful and kind. 

The man is 'Stopped in h»s coarse of sin: he is brought 
to s6rioi{S'aad sotomnireflectiohf? his drowsy c<»- 
fsoienceiaairakened; hk'feslriMe alahtied; he escapes 
;]mpending*4attgei<yand^Jfes fior feflige to the hope 
jet heft>re hjtai; in^ithe C^spel. . The Afast High not 
<iaafrd(|ii(eii% /'^ithdr^ aiman from hiii purpose, 

tbat.lie may 4feqp ibadc hi« souJt.irikm thb pit;" and 
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lliii^ miiy haire beea the expenenctt of tome of xis. 
In adversity we have asked, *^ Wherefore dpth the 
iJUfd K&f^uiy* But iiofi reason ia more than pro- 
Itfible : lit haa been by a lesser evil to prevent a 
l^ater. We have suffered that we m^t not shi^ and 
i|p^ liin dishonour God and destroy the sotl. *^ We 
ihayb been chasteoed ef the Lord, that i^e mi^t aiit 
jki^ condeoined with ^ world." 
f . Afflklion also sei*ves as m test ^ prmdpksit it 
ipjea their werib ; detectk^ the fitlhucy of false pti»* 
^jgH^j but: ^dealing to the heart such as are of 
,atei4ing vaIue,--tMen of a speculative mind, and who^ 
Mtlier from edueation or fpona social connexioB% 
tiavebeen placed in^clrcumstasces unfriendly to their 
wquaiqtimee i»th evangelical truth, \fme often partial 
to . defeetii;^ an^ erroneous views of Christianity. 
While in health, these views app^tr plausible, and iio 
deficienqy is puiqEiected $ but ibdvexisify proves them. 
When the hand of the Almighty oppresses, support 
ia.muited, even that support whicb itruth alone caa 
t£ird«. Ip l;lie prospect of death, especially, many 
jsn flwr^ has been exposed, nkany a vam imaginatioii 
iiaa- .been cast down^ the :soq1 has inquired' 'with 
da^'ness, ^^ What is -truth?" oad has fixed v^ 
decided ipreferencie on Hie most simpie and bUBdhling 
discovcfies of the glorious QeoagA. The ^f&^t queer 
tioa with us, aa/rational and .aininortsA cfeuto^ 
otti^t to be^ uot what is^inQSt flatceringj t&our feelings 
in health and eaae, ^ but what wfli'stibd by us in the 
day of afllictioz]^ and succour iis iniAie hour df deatiiT 
and the chastisements we^sufferniay^ besentf for 
this very purpose^ to swakeb die iqiportant Jnquirjr* 
Hapi^ the man who in^advcndl^ caa sayW^^.Mjr 
princaplel ofo ttied, and' I feel thm W4irth : Itey are 
n roclc on which I can tepose with oonficlenisci^ fnd 
twait widi aKrtiffnation/' i ^^ I am not asiiamed e 



Mtignation/' i ^^ I am not asiiamed of tiie 

ji^diaato 
b^iewd. 



QjovpA o£ Churist, for it ia tiie power .of Oqd unto 
«alv&tidi).'r ^'Ikjliom in wbom^l bata 
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•dd am penuaded thil he ib able tdJnep tfast which 
I hare committed unto him agauist tint dqr^«" 

Affliction is akM> desigDed to promote Mines9j^^I$ 
m trial.by firei in erder to refinement : it is pruning^ 
Wl osdet to growth: it is necessaiy correctiM/in order 
toi spiritoal improTement ^^^^y tius^'.' sHyt oae ef 
the profdi€its» '^sbell die idqidty of Jacob be piAged^ 
tad, this ft aU the froit to take away bis sin :^' and 
Hgsin^ rfeferri«*to trials, ^' B^ these things do men 
Eve, and fin all these thmgs is the life of my spirit.^* 
And can a ieinlt ao holy and so happy be Regretted? 
la the worda of ah aimable writ^ ; *^ It is amon^ 
the mercies of €rod> that he strengthens the tittdes 
ef his servants by bardieDing them under tiie oold 
and bracing cKmate of adversity, instead tS leaviaa 
fthem to laagubh undir the shining but withering sua 
of unclouded prosperity. And whfen they cannot 
(or rattier will not) hb attracted to him by aetAler 
influence; ;he isends thes^ saAitary st6rms and' t«» 
pesbj which puriff ii^hHe they alarm." Dto wk 
iMarchy tfaen, into the' leason of Divine eonteedon? 
It iqppears in ite effects. '^ No chastening for the 
present^ seem^ to be joyous, but grfevous ; nefter^ 
llielesli, afterward it yidd^th' the peaeeidbie frtiit of 
righteoQsness to them who aria exercised < thereby.^ 
Tiie Lord afflicts " fbr our prdfit, that we may be 
partakers df his holintes ;" or, to Wry the exptesnon^ 
tiMit we may be ^^ in subjection to the. Fathar of 
spfaits, and live." : 

And if kind^ why not Welcome? May Gdd^ our 
heavenly Father not only make tis ^trilling to bear 
Mrrection, but secure to ui the end which he liiMfie 
it tO' produce i May we not mlf inqiare why he 

eorrectt^ bat enjoy ti|e sal^ary result I 

" ■ ' ■ • ■ ', > 
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rltvumy likewise be the design, of affl|ctioii to 
advance our usrfiilness,.^!^But how is this ? Has^ it 
Dot an opposite tendency? By iiestrictiog the means, 
ajnd impairing the capacity of service, does . not 
Adversity check and diminbh onr usefiilneseB In some 
Aspects it n^iy be so, but not in others;^ The 
sweetest Psalms of David were composed in a^ic:^ 
tion, and the most valuable Epistles of Paul were 
vidtteiii when in bonds. Such men as Bunyan, 
Baxter, and Watts might have preach^ niore had 
they not been afflicted, but they would have writtaci 
less; and in tbbcase it may seriously be questioned 
whether they would not have: been much less usefiiL 
Their exertions Mould have beeti confined to the clay 
jb which they lived : succeeding ages woiM not- have 
hem bonefited; v^e could not have been enlightened 
and. edified by their pious productdons. ' 
viiSesidet, ii£.is not for us to determine in what 
. ^ay ilpe jshaU f be usefiiL Active service pleases us ; 
hut it Jnay not be most beneficial either to ourselves 
or to those afaold; us. The Lord may. lertrain and 
correct ustini order to our improvement in s|»rttuaiity 
oftemper, in patience, meekness, and humbleness (if 
xnihd ; aAd in order, that thus evincing the benefit 
of hb discipline>by the exercise t^ silent vntues, we 
may demonstrate the power of bis grace, and shew 
for^ his ^ry. Winter is less agreeable to our 
feelings than tlie mflder months 3i summer, but 
winter is the repose of nature : it is necessary to the 
fertility of spring, and to the boont^ of autumn. In 
like mannef; the adver^ pf a Christian- is in itself 
pidnful, but fn^uently is attended with paoBt salutary 
effiepts. We are r^y to (tank, and f ven iti excuse 
our impatience by si^ipg, . '' that if oer affliction' did 
pot disqualify us frpm being usefiil to oUr r f^miliea» 
and active in the service of jGlod, we could mor» 
cheerfully bear it :" let us rather be assured that it 
4pe^ not disqualify us for the duty which 13 most 
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T«)eeded» ttbd \ to which God .<aU8 us 'by the ^wry 
-duqualificatioD. 

We ckMe the subject with a serious inquiry-*- 
What know you , of converse, with God, and how is 
the pritrflege improved ? . 

When you bow your knees, conscious of guilt, and 
of the desert of eternal deaths «4s. your prayer, ^^ Do 
< not condemn mer " . And is Uie plea you ui^ de* 
•tived.only irom the atonement, of Jesps Chris^? 
Whither can a. sinner flee but^te him? And wh^t 
can he plead with .availing efficacy but his ^' obedience 
^unto death, even .the death of the cross?" 

And when oppressed with, grief; when the waves 
.and billows of the Almighty pass o^er you, and you 
areready to sinkija despondency,* is *your sentiment—- 
^'Righteous art thou, O Lord, when Implead with 
thee; yet letme talk with ^ thee of thy judgments;" 
w^and do you pray, *' %ew me ulrhepefore thou con- 
^endestwith mer' Tbe^petition is of no light im- 
;|x>rtance,'and:tbe spirit which it implies is of un- 
speadcable worth. -j^Y ou yare not likely to know, the 
design of affliction unless you earnestly desire to know 
it; and it ^s less .probable that the end will be 
^answered, unless y<;AU jtrefierip.uslyrCpncerned that it 
may be ansJUK^i^* 

But what^iif jtiiiedelH^*4»{jiffli 
trated? fits 4:mdency is to <awaken {to ^r^ection, to 
jtbase i|i;peBitenp^, and to bring the soul to God, 
-but what if nothiiogfOf this is . known in your^ expe- 
:Tienoe? In other words, how alarming is your 
"Situation, if after all that you -endure, you . remain 
Impenitent, unconverted, unsanctified ! It is a griev- 
ous thing^to suffer, and not to be benefited by suffering: 
4t presents a. melancholy case, to pass through scenes 
of adversity, and to be no better . for them : yet this, 
riaJas ! is no unconunon case, and the issue mu$t be 
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AteeAfA. Lfty the m^tci tx> hMrt ; it demitauiA the 
closest application. If any of you cootinne unbainr 
bled and unholy under the discipline of the Ahnighty, 
acul a^inst the voke of His Son, you wHl er^ long 
*^have t6 toake a dil^nal itehmge of tirarlds : you v^{ 
pass from trials here, to bitter anguish hereafter j 
Ittid will sink fSiaiA the Sdfrowv of time, into the un- 
' Otterabte. tormefits of etemitf . May God, o£ Im 
infinite n^rcy, preveikt this vretched result ! To 
thiA end. may his apply ^ own wordi and prMiote 
fn each neart his o#n wdrlr • 4fnen. 



itfb 



iijBri 



^ 



Ml 



SERMON XI. 



mVINE CONSOLATION. 



. ISATAH Ixvi. 19. 

■ 

Js one whom hi$ mother camforteth, so mil I eomr- 
fort^n i and ye shall be cofuforted in /ermaUm, 

It wftd giv€n in charge to the pn^bets ; ^^ Comfort 
ye, coaxfort je my pM^, saith your God ; speak 
ye comfortably to Jerufialem :** and the Apostles as- 
cribe praise to *' tiie Ood of all coiAfai% wlko coitt- 
forteth us in all oor tribalatiotii Aat ti^ may be aUe 
to comfort tbem who are m any trouble hr the com- 
fort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of Ood/* 
Christian ministers feel the obligatfoii of the duty ; 
and ma^r the Holy Spirit, '' the Comforter," assist 
wilht hii^ influence, and sanction with bis bkssii^ ! 

The context relates to the eidaiigement of the 
dmrth by the accession of Gmtile codTerts* At 
the tenlii verse, the friejodB of 2ion are described as 
liiose that '^ love her," aind that ** mourn for herj" in- 
timatitg, that cordial faction fdr die church must 
etti be attended with sympathy in her cares and sot- 
rows. But they are called to dismiss their grief, to 
assume the aspfedt of pleasui^^ and to adopt the ian« 
tki^e of praiiie, for the motrt happy revival was at 
and : ^^ Rejt^ce ^ef wi& Jefui^tth, And be glad 
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with her all yelhat love lier ; rejoice for joy witii her, 
all ye that mourn for her ; that ye soay suck and be 
satisfied with the breasts of her consolations; that 
ye may mflk out, and be delighted with the abundance 
of her glory. For thus saith the Lord'' — ^here is die 
promise that warrants the consolation of mourners la 
Zion — ^^ Behold, I will extend peace to her like a 
river, and the glory of the Gentiles like a flowing 
Atceam." 

*** Peace** is prosperityi a word expressive of the 
highest good; and this should descend to the church 
not in scanty supplies, but ^ like a Tiuer," in large 
effusion, mth durable ioccease, and producing the 
most fertilizing ^effects. *' The glory of the Gentiles'* 
may intend the most honorable ana renowned of the 
nations ; and with them, iheir wealth, their power, 
their ii^uence, all combined for God, and <^n6e- 
crated to the service of his church. And is.notithe 
fulfilment of this promise evident in our day ? Qur 
eyes behold it, and our hearts rejoice ! AU ranjcs 
concur in the hdip of Zion : ^urinces, kings, and 
emperors, become Ahe patrons of her cause : we see 
theme devoting their time, applying their tali^ts, and 
-employing tb^r property in the circulation of the 
^oly &rriptures, and in the diffusion of the glorious 
gospel. Truly the Lord is extending to Zion ^' the 
.^«ry of the Gentiles like a Rowing stream ;" and 
*we are persuaded the ti^e is not distant when the 
blessed Redeemer *' 6hall have dominion from sea to 
sea, and from the liver Jto the end& of the earth. 
They that dwell in the wilderness shall bow before 
him, and his enemies shall lick the dust The kings 
of Tacshish «nd of Che Isles shall bring presents ; 
the kings of Sheika and Seba sb^U offfsrg^fjts: yea, all 
kings shall fall down before him ; ^i nations shall 
jerve him;" . . 

But it is intimated tliat this .4ai^ge increase <)f th|8 
/church by the conversion of heathen nations. sbaU 
iqot dimini^ the privi^ges pi her foroner children; 
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but tbe reverse — "Then shall je soek ; ye shall be 
home upon her sides, and be dandled upon her 
lenees/' Yes; the more the church ts multiplied, tbe 
greater is the happiness of individual members : they 
shall be nourished with more tender cace, and soothed 
math most affectionate interest. 

The text follows, and certaiiriy we are justified in 
ks application to i«li^ous characters in idl ages :— ^ 
^ As one whom his mother comftHtetii, so will I com«^ 
fort you ; and ye shaH be comforted in Jerusalem/' 
Observe, the con^olatiom promised-«p-tbe icak* 
STEE of its gift-^and the means of its enjoyment 

I. The CONSOC.ATIOK promised: ^' I idll comfort 
you." 

It is the character of Divine promises that they 
upply to reed cases : they meet the condition and cir^ 
oumstances of iHan. Are we ignorant ? Tbe pfottiise 
is, '* I will instruct 4iiee/' Aro we weak? ''•! wiQ 
strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee.'' Aiie we in 
danger? '^ I will deliver thee.^' Are we'disconso^ 
kte r^ ** I will comfort you." 

The discouragements of life are mady, trials are 
various, the fcare to which ^*e are subject, and the 
sins which easily beset «is, who can number ? These 
$M impair our comfort, and Jsaxre « aatural tendency 
to sii^ us in despondency. iBut the mercy is un- 
speakably great that we are not left in this staite : the 
gospel provides a .cordial, and the salvation of tbe 
gospel administers consolation. 

!• This consolation is Divine in its origin.-*— It 
sprif^s not iiiom features, not from ear&ly good, or 
£rom curnal gratifications. Thus the Most High 
claims the prerogative as his own : ^' I, even I am He 
^aticomfotteth you ;" and again, " The Lord shall* 
xomftMt Zion ^ he shall comfort all her waste places.^' 
When one .so . gneat and so good undertakes this, it 
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stamps tilt h%bo8t Mtortb on the UeenQg ; it 6b* 
«ouragS8 tb« ^trot)gest f^itb, 9xA warrants the mM% 
lively hapd^ We dannot expect too tnech ivhile etf 
expectation centres in God^ and is attthorised bj the 
j^omises c^ his word« 

S. It is ratiofiMl in its natui^ ; not c6nadation yi- 
iHpnary and entbusmstici but inteUigent, conaisteDt 
with reason, a/i well as according to faitb»~-We mean 
not thut. believejTs in every instance can distinctly %c^ 
count for the Comfort they 6njdy ; bilt in . gnerel^ 
the Ix)rd| in giving comfort, brings home to tbe heart 
the truths ctf bis wcNrd ivhich are adapted to podiuce 
it. Frequently be takes off the burden which op- 
frepscyi ; Or^ if this is not best, be reconciles the 
mind to its pressure, and graciously helps to siilktaio 
it In«iU tlM^t he does to advance the comforjtof his 
peQpk^ betreiita US as rational creatures : he gives pre« 
amiaence to faith, but fiuth does not contradict the 
reason with. whicb we are endonved. 

^^ It Uiffce, id its beslowment ; not deservedi tmt 
merited,, but flowbg from the all-sufficietic^ of |rac6 
aiid love in Christ Jesus^^-^Let theliberahtyof Di« 
vine cOflBoktion encourage yoa : wlnle it humbles, 
let it animate. Here is comfort free as the air yon 
brea(tbe, full as the ocean, and firm as the rock. 
^ iTfae Grod of all comfort" is the unfailing tiource of 
all your supplies : he is ''the Father of h^ts, with 
whom is no variaibleness :* to him, therefore, (iome 
in the con6dence of hdpe^ ^^ without moAey and with** 
out price." 

. 4. It is sflcci in its subjects.— All are not par- 
takers of heavenly consdation, for all are not qnalu 
fied to ^njoy it Penitenee of disposition is requi^ 
»te : '' Blessed are they that moum^ for tbey sball 
be comforted/' We must, therefore, be the subjects 
of godly sorrow, oi undissdmbled contrition, of 
Ofanj^lical repentance, before we can share* i^ the 
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laApOflaiit^bltesing^ . Earnest desire A^ ii' implied ; 
tat mho: taa . be aippoted to pfiasess Divine eomibri; 
-who are indifferent about it; wtto ace living wilhoQt 
ptniyep, or .wtidse petitiooa are ku^id and lifeless ? 
^' AflkyaadjOQ sbaUreceiYe^lh^tyour joyrmaybefolL" 
Holy ' watcltfnlriees:]&!em§e is supposed ; Am* wbo*- 
ever is caieless and fibtttfolmust be deceived if he 
imagiQe himsdf to be comforted of the Lord. The 
H(£f Spirit is <' the Comforter," but '' grieve*' him 
not; otherwise he. withdraws bis ioflaenoe, and idl is 
darkness or dehuHDn. Certainly the way of comfort 
is the way of boUness : the word of Odd jiffirms it^ 
and univmal experience proves iL 

• 

II. The M AK'N^ft in which consolation is^ i^ord«- 
ed:{ " As one whom his modmr coofirteldi, so will I 
comftnt yoo." 

A stranger raay^ adminiater oornfort, but it is ki a 
distant way ; a frii^d may console us, and thjs with 
kindness ; a felber also, mtb tenderness still more 
impressive s but none comforta like* a mother. * She 
has feelints of her own, and a manner peculiar to 
herself. Motbers will excuse the defe<^ in stating 
this manner and these feelings, but let us attempt to 
illustrate the subject by this tender allusion. 

1. The affection of a. mother is warm : she loves 
her child, loves it as part of herself : and ^^ the Lord 
ioveth the righteous :". he hath siLid to each of bis 
ohEdmn, ^^ I have loved thee with an everlasting 
love ; Aerefom^ with loving kindness ha,ve I drawn 
tfiee." The atrength of bis afi^tion appears »i th^ 
unworlfainess it surmounts, ip the sm it subdues, in 
all the dignity, the favour, and the happiness which it 
confers : '' Bebold ! what mann^ of love the EaldMr 
bath bestowed upOn^us, that we should be called the 
sons of God J*' and as bis $ons he oomfoid as, treali 
m^ as dtUdren, bid^ ua confide 9 the sfSbottoR' of bk 



heart; and in his affection we may well confide^ for 
it 18 '^ strong as death ; many waters cannot quench 
ity neither can floods drown it*' 

8. The care of a mother is indolent : her child 
is ever in her thoucdits, and she wtttcfacs over it with 
the most tender swcitude.— -And what is the Lord's 
jmre of his people? ^^ The vay hairs of yonr head 
are all numbered :" — ^' He that toucbeth you^ toach^ 
eth the apple of his eye ;'^-^^^ In all your aflSction he 
h afflicted, and the angel of his presence savsetii you/' 
Is there not truth in these declarattonsy and do they 
not administer xromfort ? Can you realize the indul* 

fnt tenderness of your God, and not be alSected ? 
6u forget him, but he forgets not you : be remem* 
tiers you at all times, in all places, and in all the va- 
riety of your drcumsfeanoes and concerns. He en* 
courages you to '' cast all your care upon faim, for 
he cai^ for you ;" and m proof of the constancy of 
his regard — " Behold ! he that keepeth Israd nei-^ 
ther slumbers nor sleeps. The Lord is thy keeper ; 
the Lord is thy shade upon thy right hand ; the Lm*d 
^hall preserve thee from all evil ; he shall preserve 
thy soul. The Lord shall preserve thy going out, 
and thy coming m, from this time forth, and ev^ 
for ever more." 

S. The attention oi a mother is prompt — If her 
child be in danger, she is instandy at hand for . its 
help: if it be sick or in pain, m^ a moment she is 
ready to administer relief. And such is the readiness 
of our God, ^^ the God of hope and of consolation !*' 
When is he « ^^ r^uge'* for us ? In danger* When is 
he '^ a very present help ?*' In trouUew '' Then sh&lt 
thou cadU and tte Lord shall answer; thou shalt cry, 
s^^ he shall say, Here am i." And in language stiH 
more affecting and encouraging : *^ It shall come to 
^pass that before they call, I will answer ; and wfaiht 
they are yet speaking, I will fa^r." Take the eo«<» 
fort of tbis^ you that give yourselves to (Nrayer. Your 
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God » ever attentive to the weakest whisper, to the 
softest sigby to the humblest petition which goeth 
forth from unfeigned lips. And when io unseen dan* 
ger, exposed to evils of which you are not conscious; 
remember, ministering spirits guard you : the angd 
of the Lord eacampelh round about yon, and de* 
Uvereth you. Live in the comfort of this, and in or- 
der to comfort, you must have faibh. Believe the pro* 
jniseS' of youc God, and go on your way rejiMcing. 

4. The condescension and seif -denial of a mother 
are not smaU.*~Whafa wiUshe not da for her own 
child ? She will stoop to any service ta make it 
iiappy : she will suffer severe pnvatjbOy rather than the 
infimt of her womb should want And yirhat does the 
Lord for bis children ? What has he done ? In the 
person of his Son, he '^ made himself of no reputa^ 
i&MV betook on him the* form of a servant, and was 
imade ,in the likenessi of men ] and being found in 
j&shibn as a nlan, he hnmUed himself, and became 
obedient unto death,, even the, death of the cross.^ 
'* Heisiii is'ldve; not that we loved God, but that 
iift loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for 
bor sins." We cannot place before you truths morc^im- 
4p9rtant tbanthese^ or truths onore closely connected 
with.youte6mfii;rt Consolation toannerS spoiihgs from 
the sacrifice of Christ, and fitith in him brings it 
home to the heart. For you the Saviour bled, and 
gBDaded^raad. died. For yon, and iti/\ order to ^ur 
salvation, he endured the contradiction of sinnei^^ 
the.itoalignily.ef fallen spirits, the frown^of Heaven, 
the periUty due to guilt and crimes* > He sunk « the 
dec^^ socraw,. that you mig^t be comforted : he died 
lAit qMfiti.cinDeif death, that you might live for even • ^ 
h-tSr.i /^ke assiduity oi' a, mother ^is uhitearied/— ^S6e 
beat kioits the sleepless .ni^irts andianlious da^sshe 
spebdeininaAemal duty; yetafieciionimakesit'ea^: 
The frowardness of a child does not disaffect the mo« 
ther>as it would a stranger; if. she. chide,* she will 



presently caress^ and thoagh she cormot, &be is 'aoM 
raeoDcileid to tte objeot of her love. Ail this iostructo 
m in' the Lord's tenderness and patience towards his 
children. Adverting to their frowarddess^ he svjfs, ^^ I 
bim seen his ways, and ^1 heal hSm : I wiU leaa 
him alao^ and restore comforts uato hkn, and to his 
mourners," Speaking of their penitence, *^ Is Ephraim 
my dear son? is he a jdeasi 
isigainst 



ftiU : therefore my howels are troobled for kim ; I 
will sorely have mercy upon him, saith the Lorci^*" 
There are seasons of darkness, discouragetoeht^ and 
fear ; ^^ Zion said, The.LcHrd hath forsaken me, ^nd 
my Lord hath forgotten me ;*' hot it was a fidse^ob- 
ftlasion — ^^ Can a woman forget her sucking efaildt 
thet she should not have compsMion on die son of her 
nvomb ? Yea, she may foroef '-^-^uch an mmajhifal 
«ese is possiUe-n*'^ yet will! not forget theef ;" uid 
if not forgotten, we one rememberedf^^eBj^eaihmii 
by the I^rd f9r good I H^re then is com£«rt{ 
^* 9trQ|iig ooaselatimi, and good hope threu^^graldel*' 
He ciOffoeta, but it is wise and kind that i^dloes so^ 
^* A«verthele8a*^-*<<-this is the pifomise on which, we rest 
f^^'^ oevQrtWes8» my loving kindness will I ae$ 
Vtterty tidm from him ; nor au&r my fiuthfiilfieBS 4o. 

m» Dbe u.tAm% Jby which cohsolatioii i» e% 

Th^aa^eeefSumsted m the last claoae itf t^ teitt 
1 ye^dball be oomforted in Jerusalem.*^ ; 
pious Jewe were csomforted irium in Bahyloni 
eQ<^;4wmjs; their dispenuon atnoog the iiaitidM» tat 
ttM^ comfort ;in aueh circumstaoeek was ^SkxAtA 
vUh mlich affliction, with many and heavy tMl&:: il 
ym»L when fetumed to Jemaalem^ ■ wfaieii sesetliisd- 9 
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tfieir own country and among their own peop^.th^t 
their enjoyment rose the highest and was most regur 
lar.— And this teaches, 

1. The importance of separationfromanensnar-, 
ing world. — The Christian, mingling with the meii o£ 
the world, immersed in its cares, and eager in its; 
pursuits, is not in the way of spiritual consolation i 
he lives not in the element that is friendly to. piety i^ 
he wounds his peace, pollutes his consciencei and 
suffers unspeakable loss. Scarcely any thing is mom, 
inculcated on professing Christians than non*c6nfor7 
mity to the world : a line of separation is dra wp, and &» 
distinc;tiop must exist and appear, if you would. ap*T 
prove yourselves the followers of Jesiiis, and share' in! 
the comfort which he imparts. Never pijefer] thof 
people of the world as your select friends j'jpursue. 
notits commerce as J:he chief good; epgs^e in no $^, 
cular conqern froin mercenary motives > QJ^d espc^^ 
daily, beware of a worlaly $p\rit^ ap ^earthly mind^a. 
sordid selfisft temper,^ It is in reference to mystical 
Babylon tliat the exhortadpn is given, " .Come put of 
her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, 
and that ye receive not of her plagues: and remcm*. 
ber, ^' you are not of the world,"- Jesua hath ^' chosen 
ypu out of the world," therefore live above it "Set 
your affection on things above, not on things^ on the 
earth ;" for, as Christians, " you are risen with 
Christ, and your life is hid with Christ in God." 
You must be spiritual in heart, or spiritual consola- 
tion you cannot enjoy — " You shall, be comforted," 
not at a distance firom God, careless and carnal, but 
" in Jerusalem." 

2. It teaches tlae propriety of. regular attendance 
071 religious «?or^ A ip,-7- Jerusalem, was emphatically 
called—" tiie city of.God-rthe city of the great 
King:" it was " the joy of the whole vearth, the 
house of prayer for all nations; thither the .tribes 
went up, the tribes of the Lord, unto th« testimony 
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6f IsriW, t6 ffivfe fhdhks tinto the ham* W tht Lord.*' 
It wasibeh a rri^ privilege to dticU in Jerusalem, be^- 
cause of attendance on religious tii^df ship. But honr 
piany, in dui- day, i-efuse sixth kttenddnce! How 
rtiwiy ^ho hfitve ih6 gdspel <iear them, tieglect to hear 
it, add gfeirfefiy deSjilse. it ! They affirtti, jlerhiafls, 
that they ckil t^cf ship 06d kt h6me : btit iS tfai^ <hei^ 
pmctice ? E^o tbey i^petid the hoarls of the Sabbath ih 
^ci^ dtEtibs ? Are tbejr ^hd fbrs&ke the house of God, 
<K$titiguisbed for private and domestic devotiidh ? It 

^1 be diIBe^It td ptove that this is the base. Inat^ 

tfedtibn id public Worship is the i:esult of ighotkrie^ ikM- 
ittHjt^iety, d dibdrttfuJ iildieatidtt of an eatthly mind ; 
Whife the Ittfigiidg* x>tiL deVdtidtial ikthM mUM)/i 
Bfeen, " How tofable atfe \M tabertikcfes, LdW 5f 
Kostsf My soul iMigeth, yA, eveit fainteth for the 
Cinitts of &ili Lbtd ; ttii beait attd my flesh ery oitit 
^ Oie livbt Q69.'-^a day Iti thy ebuits k bfettiir ihdti 
tt thdttsand.'' ** If t fbfgei tliee, O Jerusalem^ let 
i^y rigbt haiid fet^t hef ctmning t if I dd not re* 
member thee, tet my tongue cleave to did rdof of my 
mduth ; if I prefer tlot Jerusalem above my chief 

3. It recommends ihedury bfchifch-fnembership.* — 
Jefasalem Was not only the sfeat Qf Divine worship, 
btit at! emblem of the Christian Chtirch, fetid th^y 
who coftstltufe this church are partieularly aiithorised 
to pledd the phomise of the text-— " Yott shall be 
cjcmifbrted in Jertfsalem/' Are any professors of re- 
ligion ignorant iand Worldly, liviug in ungodly prac- 
wk^, '«ttd iridolgJng dhfchristian tempers ? We tirge 
not you to communion with a Christian society ; the 
cOtme:ition Would do you no good, and would be no 
cK*dft to tirt eattse of Christ.' Bdt yoti Who art hUni- 
^)er ^d jpfibui^, diin^ fever so timici, We hearfily eti- 
couhjj^. Ydii tegrct that yodr fkith is so weak, yodt 
Ib^e to languid, your desire? and resolutJens so ifl- 
dbYustaht; but rtb Woilder, while the means^^crfrevivai 
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tris ne^leotacl. Be not surprised that you do not 
gtow, if the meaM ef gtoivth be rcftised, " Tbey 
that be fdanttd fai thie boude of &e Lord, fAwxli 
flowriiAi te the courts of dut* God :'* but remember, 
many abend his house who are not |)laiited there ; 
tfa&y visit bk cmrts^ but do ncrt dwfeU in tfaetti. It 
was the ientimeut of a pSous heart : ^ One tiling 
klfve I desired oS the Lord, that will I seek afler, 
tbst I ttitiiy dwell in the house of the Lord all the 
dktya Hi toy We; to behold the beauty of the Lord, 
4iMi 4o inquiffe hi his tbmple/' Certainly if we would 
^nfoy the cotnfdlt bf children, wc! thust be children : 
and bdfdng Mnlptural evidehce of diis high reUttoh^ 
iM fii ji^A 0iirsdTes to the ^ord in a perpetual co- 
wnrntt) and to hi^ people aeeordins to his will ; let 
OS beoMie 9ht tmAly tti our Fatheris bouse ; let us 
sit ait his titlAe, pimalds bf the prbVisiOh of bib board, 
Ud pteftd tlie promise of his grae^--^'' you shall be 
(siwfkyiwA ih Jerusidem;*' 

4. It su^eijts the worth of a right spirit in attend-* 
ing GbriifliaR ordhiances. — ^"fhe form of godliness is 
nothing) iltid bodily exercise profiteth little. It is 
when met iti the bame of Jesus that he has promised 
Ris pr^bWI^ : it is when we remember him in his 
wi^ tNt he hid engaged ib hieet us, and this must 
regard the disposition of the heart. lb observing the 
draidain6«s ef r^figien, therefore, where is yoiir faith 
iff ttit Lbrd Jesus dWisi ? Where is your love to his 
blessMl tMM P Where is your affection fot- each other? 
'* If e ftMall be tiemfelfted in Jerusalem." Divitie con- 
solation awaits the humble iirdirshipperS of tfieLord, 
tiie spiritual attendants at his courts, but there are 
tempers which preclude enjoyment. A spirit of dis^ 
affection to the Saviour, of indifference to his truth, 
of suspicion and dislike to his disciples, is the bane 
of heavenly comfort. " If thou bring, thy gift to the 
altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath 
ought against thee ; leave there thy* gift before the 
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altar, and go thy way ; first be reconciled to thy 
brother, and then come and oflfer thy gift/' Wc 
cannot recommend too earnestly a spirit of for^veness 
and love : ^^ Lay aside all malice, and all guile, and 
hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speaking''—- 
'\ Wash your hands in innocency/' and so enter the 
house, and compass the altar, of your God. • ' ^ 

But the language of comfort must not be addressed 
to all : ^* There is no peace to the wicked, saith my 
God!" " Woe unto the wicked, it shall be ill witb 
him, for the reward of his hands shall be givefn him ( 
If any of you are far from God, dead in sin, and buried 
in the world, you cannot possibly be happy ; while in^ 
this state, you are ^' feeding on ashes, and a deceived 
heart hath turned you aside ;" the very spring of your 
pleasure is polluted, and the imaginary good for 
which you toil becomes your torment. Awake to se-i 
nous reflection, and cherish immediate concern V\ 
^* God is in Christ," waiting to be gracious, and ready 
to forgive* Approach unto him in humble penitence 
and hope; cast yourselves at his feet, and plead the 
merib of his Son 1 *^ Him hath God exalted, a Prince 
and a Saviour, to give repentance and the remissioxir 
of sins;" and through him you must be accepted and 
saved, or your comfort is delusive, and your expecta« 
tion will utterly fail. 

^' Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God 
even our Father, who hath loved us, and hath^veo: 
us everlastmg consoktion, and good hope through 
grace, comfort your hearts, and establish you in* 
every good word and work." .5 
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REPENTANCE. 



ROMANS ii. 4. 

The goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance. 

jL HIS sentence is short and plain ; but the senti« 
tnent it contains is highly important and interesting. 
May we know its truth, feel its influence, and realize 
\U advantages ! 

The Apostle, in the former chapter, describes the 
c(XMlitioQ of the heathen world : he presents before 
us an affecting picture of their degeneracy and crimes. 
In this chapter he proceeds to shew that the Jews 
were little better. Notwithstanding their superior 
•privileges, their wickedness was enormous ; and there 
was scarcely a vice to which the Gentiles were 
addicted, but which was practised by the Jews. 

Remarkable delicacy is observed in the transition 
to the state of the Jews, as the Apostle does not ex- 
fdicitly name them till the ninth verse : his meaning, 
however, is obvious, and the censure he passes is just: 
-— ^.^ Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, whoso- 
ever thou art that judgest ; for wherein thou judgest 
imother, thou condemnest thyself; for thou tiiat judgest 
doest the same things. But we are sure that the 
judgment of God is according to truth, against them 
fvhp eomnftit web tbuig^. And tbinkest thou tbis^ 
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O man, that judgest them who do such things, and 
doest the same, that thou shalt escape the juagment 
of God ? Or despisest thou the riches of his good- 
ness, and forbearance, and long-suffering ?" 

These had Ijeen abundantly es^ercised toward the 
Jews ; for though a rebellibus people, they were 
peculiarly distinguished. '* To them were committed 
the oracles of God ; and ta them pertained the adop* 
tion and the glory, and the covenants, and the giving 
of the law, and the service of God, and the promises. 
To them was sent a succession of ifaithful prophets ; 
and these were followed by the Saviour, the Son of 
<jod. With wicked hands he was crucified and slain ; 
yet the very nien who accomplished his death were 
£rst favoured with proposals of mercy throu^ him. 
The Apostles were directed, as Christian Mmistiers, 
to commence their labours at Jerusalem ; ther^ I9 
fl^nwunc^ the astonishing news of solvation by tke 
croGA of Chriatj wd to urge pn the Jews 6r6ts the 
^oep^juce of its ipvitluftl^ blessii^s* These w^ 
^^ the riches of his goodness, and forbearanpe^ aq4 
long-w^Mng ;" bHt they were despised—*' not 
Impwing," that is, r^fiising to luiow, not oooaidf^g 
f^i4 rf Meeting ^g they ought--r'^ that the gpodnfw m 
Go(^ le^^^l^ to repentance." 

^vcb M^^ tt|e un^ppy state .^ the . itepenitefit 
Jews, and their judgment was , according . tp Iruiik 
Wq t^ke the text, however, in its detached form, ana 
consider iVa^ an important propositian ia Wbieb iw 

WTPelves aye Q«n$srned. 

• . * 

I. Wf ftffer A im &sif arks air vhb TMftf 

** fifiptnUince" properly deootcs a dwage of mlad; 
Ml fsxtv^e a^ter^llQa of the jodgpieiil^ inrKiwlirwi, Md 
Jki^ J^&fn^ it \& eitpresaive of iocb views of. onr 
Iti^ fis siao^rs, «94 such h coaKMnsaeu of Ui-dMMt 
in ftp69iim Qf fis, as esceite ttunp«DctiQii> «b«8ae» an^ 
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(lettre in fiiliire to< Mwi sii?» Xq w^ M inud) 9^ 
ponible^ the evil ttyat h«$ ]||€SQ ^QQntqi^tecli fiiKf ty 
repair its miscbief. Tbi» |9 i?p«ntM)c^, |t suraos^ 
offeiveQ^ but it also supposes a w^y by wh|^ Q^enM 
may be forgiven : it impUe^^ thajt tb$ S^ing ag^nst 
mhoxd iarai^gmtsioii is dinecti^d 19 dispQfff)4 to p^jPflon, 
and has oev^ded biy readiness to »ccpp(. It is not 
conviction only^ but unfeigw^ cpntritipfi; %^A th}^ 
contrition always resiiltipg in i^al fgi^ purjmfffent 
anej^dihent 

There is sometl^iog instructive i9 Ib9 expression 

M leddeth to rapei^i^ttiee." I( d${8^fAbfs the metbq^ 

in «hic|k the Lord deaJs vitb ratioiml grmitiiiips ; iumI 

4bis is .ppfwasive and attj^active. Tbeiw i3 A ^rt fft 

spurious repentance^ to wbieb I9en lire jBOiii$|^f^ 

driven. Thus Ahab was driven by Divine tbreatenings, 

Phaxaoh by^ supematuial J9dg)ia$nt9f 7eli|L by^ue 

dread of 4 future reckontngi at)d Jiidi§ j>y ^ ^IWi^ 

and terror of his own con^cieoM. J% ^ tfM9y MVB 

mind may be first awakeped. t9 vmxat jAflNg^f by 

«pme afflictive occurrenoe ; bill to gHum^ Tf Mp* 

taocft a Biaa is not driven ; be i» /r^i---fiUpwp ^ 

the discovery of hopi^ and dmwn by tb§ fil^ctyiii 

«f lovie. 

An intimation is also g^veilt tba^ WfS^ttm^ \^ ^ 
l^enBoaal concern; an individual oUigatiiPa :-r^')md9tb 
$^e to repentance/' It matters mft qp mufib wb>t 
^livira are; |fae question b, Wbataw vr#? l^twctwg^ 
atteged by |he jpfiqphet is pointed i '' N9 fofff Ift* 
|»enfed faun c|f bis wickedn^ts, sa]M)g^ WJbftJWMf / 
ilbiie*'^ Let each theeefiure, look* ititP bjp gtm b9Vl» 
4mm1 toy the di^Msiidon of bis ova 1^^ Ij^ta^lfip 
examine himself, and pursue the inquiry i^^lA VA* 
^agned repqaibaaee minef Am I> or MA X 09l» a 
brokeii-dieaited pemteait ? 

And observe what it is that conducts to tbA» bmiMr 
fwolt. Not jud^BOits, not desob^oo ^ wnw>; 
but ^^ the goodness of God;'' or, m language still 
moie M and iopresiuvei '' the ridiea of his goadnes% 
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and forbearance, and long-suffering/' It is not meant, 
that this is always the case in point of fact Alas ! 
"vfe have many melancholy instances of the reverse, 
-^^ The goodness of God," instead of leading to re- 
*pentance, frequently becomes the occasion of accu* 
mulated crimes, and is abused to the practice of 
-grosser iniquity ; through the depravity of the heart, 
"it emboldens men in transgression, and hardens them 
nn impenitence. The text, therefore, must be con- 
sidered as expressing the true design of Divine good- 
ness, the effect which it ought to produce, its natural 
and proper tendency. ^^ The goodness of God,'* 
"wheh'not abused, when not sinfully perverted, is most 
^beneficial in its influenoej and most happy in iti 
result ; — ^it " leadeth to repentance/* 

IL We attempt more particularly to iLLusTRATt; 
THE SENTIMENT which the text contains ; in which 
we remark, time^ means^ and motives. ^ , 

1 . Thegoodness of God gives timeior repentance.—- 
*This is implied in the words, '' forbearance and long- 
sufiering ;'* and who has not reason to speak of these, 
and to stand astonished at their unwearied exercise ? 
It is said of one, ^ '' I gave her space to repent, and 
she repented not/* Here was the perversion of Divine 
goodness. Of others it is affirmed, '^ Because sen- 
tence against ata evil work is not executed speedily, 
therefore the heart of the sons of men, ,is fully s^ 
in them to do evil */* Here is depravity in its most 
hatful form ; the hardness of an impenitent heart 
increased, by what ought to soften it ; and iniquity 
encouraged by what ought otiost effectually to restraio 
and subdue it 

God forbid that this depravity should prevail in any 
of us ! We are spared through a succession of montlui 
imd years, amidst our daring provocations : we are 
Continued, though '^unthankfulaod evil/' the witnesses 

r : . • jlev^ ii. 9I ; Ecd. viii. 11^ 
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of revolving time, and partakers of its innumerable 
benefits. Let us ^* account that the long* suffering 
of our Lord is salvation.** That it affords opportunity 
of seeking salvation, is the proof of its existence, the 
dawn of its appearance, the earnest and pledge of its 
€ictual enjoyment. Truly we may say, " The Lord is 
long-suffering to usward, not wiilbg that we should 
perish, but that we should come to repentance/' 
They who perish must take the blame to themselves : 
they must ascribe their ruin to their own perverseness, 
impenitence, and love of sin. How impressive are 
the words of the prophet 1 " Therefore will the Lord 
wait, that he may be gracious unto you ; and there- 
fore will he be exalted that he may have mercy upon 
you." Is not this giving time for repentance, and 
>shall it not be improved ? It is more than giving 
tinie, — it is exercising the kindest purpose, the ten- 
Hlerest compassion of his heart to dilatory man :—« 
*^ blessed are all they that wiedt for him." — Hence, 

2. The goodness of God provides means of repen- 
tance.— Goid usually works by means ; and in all the 
dispensations of his providence and grace, thus ac- 
complishes the end which he designs. 

Whatever convinces of sin, is a mesms of repen- 
tance; and the moral law does tiiis. The Apostle 
affirms, *^ by the law, is the knowledge of sin ;" and 
he illustrates this sentiment, as well as establishes its 
truth, by reference to his own experience : " I had 
not known sin, but by the law ; for I had not known 
lust, except the law had said, *^ Thou shalt not 
covet" Contrasting the purity and spirituality of the 
Divine law, with the corruptions which he found in 
himsdf, he learnt his true state and character, was 
cotmnced of his vileness, and became deeply af- 
fected with the extreme evil and ruinous consequences 
of tratisgression. For the law, therefore, we should 
be thankful ; and ought earnestly to pray for the 
application of its power, ty the Holy Spirit to the 
ftiind; 
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Jffiifdqn^ also t^otlg (a convince of sin. — While it 
^y^ leisurfi fojr ff^^f cUon, it disposes |o tb^ 44ty ; 
It l>rings wbi^t 19 wf qng to remembrance, an4 fr€)* 
qi^ently }etp us fe^l }^ our own person^ the bprd^p 
ap4 bitterness pjf m. Who does not know tbf^t 
^^versity »wakeqai con^cia^ce, bids it dp jtp o^icft, 
Aii4 bripgs home with redoubled fcH-ee^ ft? 6uthil{l 
admoo}t)oi)9 ? P^iaful dispensations of Provideocey 
therefore, may b^ sent in mudi favour to man ; and 
sho4ld always be ^ttencled ^ith earge^t cogoem* ^f^ 
tb^y qiay be recelyed witb subini9sion» imd WQCti* 
£ed to ^swier their appointed end. 

But especi^y, whateywr be^ms m?rey ptpd f^^m 
life a^d energy tQ hop9i is a m€»ns qf repgnta^ ; 
and nothing 99 directly does this ^a the Gospfl^r- 

th§ gljW^io^fi Go»pei of tlie blessed Gp4," an4 of 

f>ur jLQrd ^Pd ^^yiour Jesus Christ !" A fiuo^ laay 
be omvinoed Qf siq : he may be deeply 9^cted with » 
s^s^ pf its m»ligBi|y, and may tr^m^e at the pro- 
i^pect Qf its desert ; but l^k repentaoies is no| ev^Qge* 
}i(;a}, it 13 not VQto s»lvationi ej^cept 90 f^r 99 be 19 p^ 
^iili4ed qf mercy, %dA discov^s ^^ % '/door qf bqpff,'' 
Without this discovery he is lost tQ i^jpymets^ 
.irinejbph^ in hin feelings, »nd sinks in 4es|^irt What 
i^ inestknable blessing, therefore, 19 the Gfljipe}:! 
What emotions of liyely gratitude should it ejccile ! 
^nd h»w unsfMaal^y ii;apQrtftnt tb9.t wff k^kffi il» 
tr«^9 approve it9 principles, i^qd be e^mintied i» 
onr experience with itfi salutary efficacy i 

And does not the Gospdi spring from "^e good- 
ness of God ?'* Yes! It is eminently the evpr@9* 
sjlon of bis goodness, tbe emanation an^^vic^eopf 
hjs qiatehlfi»s lovie. AU its manifestatk^ns pf noer^y.; 
4U its pri>mises jof pardon ; all its proclamaliOiis qf 
Se««e, and * assunmces of Divine aoceptoice mi 
fyi\Qiii, beam the benignity of Heamni ^ rkh^at 
hindness of it .fiov^enant God. — But thi9 leads us to 
observe, 

3. The goodness of God iqmishes motives to ttr 
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MDtwce. — Thn; part of the subject is at once plea* 
siq^and copious. M«\n » mQye4 by motives. Maj 
i}^ foroe Qi} tbi^ 99PasiQn be £?lt! And may the 
Holy Spirit diffuse b^s iaflQence, and ^ert his energy^ 
t9 dve them effect 1 

yf^ l^jive rpin»rMi tbatJPiyipe gopc^ne;? afibrds 
tiq^ for repentance^ and provides mc<inf adapted to 
pFgii)()t^ it ; and is there not» in both these considerar 
091^, a piativ€ to ttie same end ? Hi^ve they not a 

S^^ to impel P Do yoii not {^ spqaething of their 
id§f^y tp MiiPM^te to Ifply resolution^ and tp 
eqng^ ip hafnble peftitence? 

£d( see ^ motiYP tp repentance in tbe ro^nifion 
t^fr:fkf yoq e?\joy, Arci (bey pot |dl forfeited by 
4m P Apd yet dp they qpt freely flow^ richlv and 
constantly descend? Strange, that ^irf ^hoijlq best 
)fl9rp the v^l^e pf ta^erqes by (b^ pciv^tioq ot them ; 
when it is tl^ir cpp^nuftncp, their free and iffifni^- 
c^At beatowmeni, whi4( ^^y $nb«nc^ 4)eir wprtb ! 
Ci^n yoH be Qlw&y!! receiving, i|9fl y^t impenitent? 
Q^n yoii be ever acceptingi and repiajn ungrateful ? 
AcltiwwMge the Hap(l which confer your pnniim- 
b^ed benents ; wUle ypp mpum voinr forgetflilp^ pf 
$beir Donpr, and lament your foUy in fprsaking him/ 

B^ alw a piotive to repentance ip every special 
interposition of Go4 in yp|ir fay^UTf-^Frpfp hpw 
fP9aoy daagfirs ha^ be d9}iv«re4 you ? Ip how much 

oidiness )m be svccpuri^ Hn4 recpyered you ? Ijp 

has ap^peared for ispme pf Wi ^hep 4iffii^nlties werje 
most forifnidable, wh^p prp^peptci wpve qopst d|opmy5 
ami wbwi death nppearod ji»t at hfmtf. ^* TLo, all 
tibeae tbiogp^ worl^th Gpc^ pfWntimes with man!'* 
And why ? ^' To briog b^ck hip f^ul frpip th^ pit^ tp 
be twUgbtened wtb tii^ Ugb<; ^ tj^P livipg **t 

Yfiu are rewnded alsp pf triakA f9!f W tbps^, a3 
mU «a ia mereiai. Ihege ^ /i 99Ptfvp. to rrarat^nce. 
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Are not trials wisfely appointed ? And many of them 
stfnt even in apswer to your prayers ? Are they not 
mitigated . by abounding comforts, and mingled ^th 
innumerable benefits ? Thus the word " goodness*' 
in the text, may be. rendered gentleness — " the gen* 
tleness of God leadeth to repentance ;'' and what 
proofs of Divine gentleness have we like those which 
accompany the . adversities of life ? As a wise and 
kind Father, God sees meet to correct but with what 
tenderness he does it ! How he abates the severity 
of his strokes ! " For he knoweth our frame, he 
remembereth that we are dust.'* He chastises, 
not for his pleasure, but " fort)ur profit;'' and ex- 
pressly with this merciful intent, tlmt in humble 
penitence we' may be^ ^^ in subjection to the Father 
of spirits^ and liye.'^ 

A motive to repentance exists in the authority 
which enjoins- it—" God hath comipanded all men 
every where to repent :" no injunction is more plain : 
—"Except ye repent, ye shall all perish:" no 
threatening is more awakening. ' And here is the 
authority not of anger, but of love ; — ^the mandate, 
not of caprice or cruelty, but of kindness. Trifle 
with it at yotir peril. * Kather, implore that grace 
from Heaven which shall enable you to comply, and 
shall meit ypiitr hearts in holy contrition. 

Regard also the love which recommends it — There 
IS' not a call to repentance in the Bible but which is 
the dictate of love. How tender the expostulations, 
how precious the promises of the Gospel, on this 
subject ! . " Turn ye, turn ye, O house of Israel, for 
why will ye die ?" — " Return, ye backsliding children, 
and I will heal your backsliding." — " Let the wicked 
forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; 
let him return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy 
upon him; (6 our God, for he will abundantly par- 
don." Here is the reviving truth, the touching spring 
of penitence ]^ niercrf for guilty man ; pardon for 
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infinite offence; dieansiBg from the foulest. stains! 
'^ Comenow^ and let us reason together, saith the 
Lord : though your sine be as scarlet, they shall be 
white as snow; though they be red like crintson^ they 
shall be as wool/' 

Connected wi(h authority and love, is the grace 
.which aaeepts vepentaikoe, and here likewise is a 
native to its exercise. For remember, repentance is 
aifcepted not in consideration cif its desert : pjeniteots 
ar^ pardoned not for the s^e of ;their contrition, as 
if it possessed meritorious efficacy. The worthiness 
is all in Jesus : the merit is his, and to him belongs 
all the glory. Yet thb is evident^ that according to 
the constitution of the Gospel, pardon is inseparable 
from penitence, end penitence is even approved in 
virtue of tile mediation of the Saviour. ^' The blood 
of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, cleanseth from all 
s\xkf and heilce, founded on this important fact, 
^^ if we confess our sins, God is faithful and just to 
forgive us Qur sins, and to cleanse us from all un-. 
ri^teousdess* ' And has this no influence in leading 
to repentance ? Does not the hope of approbation, 
tiie assurance of acceptance, allure and engage? The 
Most High not only recommends a penitent dispo- 
sition of heart, and by his Spirit produces it, but 
has connected with it inestimable promises ; and 
^' he is faithful who hath promised, who also will 
accomplish/* 

Finally, a motive to repentsmce appears in the ex^ 
amples which illustrate its acceptance and reward. — 
The parable of the Prodigal Son is strikingly appro- 
priate in this view. The unhappy wandei^r resolves, 
^^ I will arise, and go to my fadier;*' here was, the 
contrition of his heart: — ^^ And he. arose, mic4une 
tphisiatherV' this was the proof that hl^ repentance, 
was sincerci But how was he received ? *' When 
he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and 
bad compassion, and ran^ and ii^ on his nedt; and 



goddtiew of Cod-^dte Hehdi ^f fats gOocUtesS T And 
fats it ^ittSuetm «) ttKduMgie Ittd to 4etttt»brai6 T 

The CAM df ZiU:66fettft is tt> tlM puidt Gbi^lt^ 
indined him to see Jesus as be p^i&sbd 1^ ; ie^ 
Mtw him, and iltttead of <ditti^6g hia^ m hb ttAght 
have done, ¥nik dlsbOiftst j^iiii | inmoA 4tf %§BSetkw- 
teg Mm f«r extbrtidft ifid dppi«ttiOtt} M Mid k'm 
him, '* Zaodieas, liiake \Mli6, tim^ ddfrh} f«^ tMa^ 
I most abide at thy hMse^** il&i« Wa^ tbe g^iifdeddi^ 
of the Soti df Ood, ^ ridb« df DlvitK!' leddhdisl: 
and what traa its effect? It ted tf^ siiiH^ k> f^kil'- 
tance t it conquered tii6 ofedtiligf of m i^^m". 'ii 
humhkxl i^m In Ufifeigiiid ^leflitd^fce | Md^Sie'^fc 
ceiity of his ceAtritbfl was pft)vied b^ &i% tt¥6b('ttliii 
eqaivoeal result-^he bt^^ forth " frvtit iti^. {6f 
fepetttahoe.," Afid Hb soon^ i«ras Ihis pet^^t^, 
thaa favour still mof^ abundant ^s bedtow^d'; go^d- 
iKss the most MUtiifiCeiit tviss ^ibptajed : ^< TH^ fiay 
b salvation coeiie to thi» h6u&6t" 

The example of Peter also i§ full df ^AafffUdifsM 
afid eticoarag^itient Hh denied his Lbfd arid 
Master «ith ciltittn^tanees «f pebuHsUr aggr action; 
but beheld ^ goodness of hh ofibtidefd Lord \^"He 
turned, and Iciokfed ap&a PeU&t.'* That look %a(s big 
^th ejipnasiriofo, replete with terideriiesij and loVe. 
P«ter ftilt its ttieahB^: hb fell uftder its pd#er: " he 
went out and wept bitterly:}: !" Was it not tH6 ^isfd- 
BMs of hk Qbd fibd Bt^iSat whieh produced (his 



In ia«Md hiMdrj^ W^ MA of thfe Wh. Siifd, th6 
eani)^tMk<^ 4tii IMS fit% ; bfai the Lord was n*^ in 
fh«jM. It wds thfe ** still inUSa Voi<ie" that br«((tbed 
fiMhilf , ttal »mm the prd|>het's ^ttr, ddd ihoted 
Ifift ymt Ift MM flHHher, teffors mJaf al&htt th« 
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nhff>Aty, bat k soul of ^acious sensibility is itiost 
affettsed by the manifestations of lore : he melt^ under 
^' ^e tend^ir mercies of the Lord/' 

To tonclude : doeft ndt this subject renund you of 
the hardness of the hutniln heart? The design of 
D{vin6 Goodnesii k appttirent ; its true tendency is 
mo^t beneficial} but how is it W^rted tod abused! 
Th^ huttiblih^ sentiment iipplies t6 many in all its 
force ; and, with some limitatibh, it may foe adopted 
byelkdxofus: 

^ Though wooM and 2lw% IblessM and chnstu'i, 
A iatgttmt rebel still.'' 

Ahd shall we continue to rebel? God forbid! from, 
this time, let us awake to serious reflection ; let us 
evince that our penitence is true ; and with weeping 
and supplication, with holy desire and resolution, let 
us return unto the Lord^ 

fiut forget not the necessity of the grace of the 
Holy Spirit to produce this change. He it is who 
works repentance, by impressing the heart with a 
sense of Divine Goodness ; by giving the transgres« 
sor to see the evil of his sin, as opposed to Tuhnite 
Purity ; and to feel the attractions of heavenly love, 
as displayed in the blessed Gospel of Jesus Christ, 

The Holy Spirit, remember, is promised to them 
who ask ; and is not the desire of his sacred in- 
fluence yours ? Cherish it with care. Present it 
fervently to God, ^^ Ask, and it shall be given you; 
seek, and you shall find. For every one that asketh 
receivfth ; and he that seeketh, findeth." 

Anu'ohice the necessity of the work of the Spirit 
is so ui^ent, and the promise of his grace so free, 
will you not take encouragement, and become im- 
portunate ? That man is most dangerously deluding 
himself who imagines, that because he cannot change 
his own heart, or produce a penitent disposition, he 
nt^ay sit still and indulge impenitency. A right con- 
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viction of your own weakness, will rouse you to im-» 
plore Divine strei^gth ; nor will you rest till it is 
obtained: growing experience of your own nothing** 
Hess, will but endear the Saviour, who is " all in all,'' 
and bind you more closely to the all-sufficiency 
of his grace. " Work out your own salvation ;'' . 
but what is your encouragement to do so ? Where 
lies your ability to accpoiplish this great concern ? 
** It is Go^ who worketh in you, both to will and to 
do of his good pleasure." 

How touching is that appeal to the feelings of a 
parent's heart, to the kindness of a father's Jtiand 1 
" If ybu, being evil, know; how to give good gifts 
unto your children ; how much more shall your hea^ 
▼enly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask 
him*r 



* Luke xi. 9^13. 
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SEKMOW xin. 



^ikdHAM fttk FSlC^^n' OF GOD: 



MS hW tM ctOkdy tbt /Heni t^ Goi. 

9I^H ^iHb AHraiiUD.- M«oh that is famourafale jt 
A^Medbf hMi is tiilf hdjr Soripfalrea^ ¥at'n«tfate§ 
^ijitt<i»itb«i. He «naa( t'riitii of extebikiTt ffomteaJkMOii 
i^«4aMlAme potriaifd^ the fbaiMlet of t#o po^iM 
BUMhi^ lUi andcietor ef a jdouUe.race of Inqga^ tiM 
fiuttd^ <^ tte fidihM^ btit as i» highest dastmetMoi 
^•^ JfeiMB (Mdled, «Ae' fi^kfM cf God." 

^AMIlMJ^' Iciilk' of Juiab, in «. time of Uatidmil 
distress, «tood and pleaded thus before the Lotdt 
^* 'iisk'ttii Aod «ur <dt»d| twbd didst d^iv« <mt Ihef in- 
iQfbiOblii'of this lani-before ^ pebfile I^raiel, Md 
iwbsl 'h ttrttie 4eiBtt oF Mrdutm thy friendr' J^ 
m^ hMm^ tikBl» fatvtfitdi and by thfe fnpiba^ 
l«n% Kfate* high- titttihibny to hitf character: " TiMto 
ixt hfhtiliky eev^mt, JaooB whom I bmr^vUMmt 
m s«d of JthnOfom myfritAd*." 

lllltffttikmilig4Dir this'h^i«ipnd>l<BttppeUKtioii isittaf 
liiRKd,' a^ the jhst«BMt=«f its appUoiEtion is-eoQ£niik 
edy- bodilii tiie diifknitiDh aiid- conduct of 6od to>- 
#ttd» iAMdiailK ontf in^AbrdhamV diiqpotitied «MI 

I 

vol. II. I. 



146 Abraham the Friend of God, 

conduct towards God. While we contemplate these, 
tlie most useful instructioh and encouragement may 
be derived to ourselves. 

I. The disposition anjd conduct of god to* 
WARDS Abraham. 

He distinguished him as his friend by, 

1. His largd munificence. 

It4s not perhaps too much to affirm, that God gave 
to Abraham more than he ever gave to any man be- 
side. He gave him not only '^ exceeding great and 
precious promises/' but the actual fulfilment of them 
in all their variety and extent, either to himself or his 
posterity. The ^ant of Jehovah- to this patriarch in- 
cluded a son in his old age, and that his descendants^ 
should inherit the fertile land of Canaan ; that be 
should become the father of many and mighty naticAis^ 
and especially that in him all the families of thet 
0urth should be blessed, > This last promise poults tof. 
tiie Messiah, the Saviour of sinful men, and the. best 
blessing of Heaven to a guilty world. The bestow- 
mexkt of such a Saviour was a'singular mark of mui-t 
nificence to Abraham, '^ of whom, as concerning the 
flesh^ Christ came, who is over all, God blessed for 
ever.'' ' ^ ' . ' ..< •', 

-'- And what does he ^ve to others whom he deaig* 
nates his friends ? He gives-^it ia not possiUe to say; 
how much : — ^^ He that spared not his own Son, but 
4elivered him up for us all ; how shall he not with him 
abo freely give us all things ?" '^ Blessed be the God 
(End Father of our Lord Jesus Christ» who bath blessed 
us with all spiritual blessings^r^inestimable is th& 
worth of these, and unspeakably bett^ adapted to 
our happiness than any temporal &vours! — " withr 
all spiritual blessings^ m heavenly things in Christ'' 
fie bestows frequently on his worst enemies the 
wealth and power of the world, Uie honours and 
pleasures of this transitory life ; but to his friends he 
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assigns *^ better] and enduring substance" — '^ dura- 
ble riches and rigi^iepasness" — ^ a heavenly country** 
— ^." a kingdom , that cannot be moved" — ** a crown of 
glory V — '! a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 

giory.r .;' 

S.. His intimate com97tttni(9n with Abraham distin- 
guiflbed km as his friend. 

\ It. ia 9aid pf Mqses, that ^' the Lord spake unto 
him^ as a man speaketh to his friend*." The same 
a|>plies to this patriarch, and the promise raven to 
hinok^ sifter jthe cppquest of the kings is a connrmation 
of the fa9t : . " ;Fear not, Abram ; , I am thy shield^ 
and thy exiceedins great rewardf." A shield protects 
from.eneoii^ and defend^ in danger ; and a reward^ 
Mch a, i;)^ ward as this, is glorious compensation for 
any possible Ips/i.^ And especially in the plains of 
Mamre).a& Abraharn.sat at the door of his tent in the 
boat.of the day, the Lord appeared to him in all the 
S^dfiSfieoaiQQ of his fayomv attended by two celes* 
^ftal.naeys^^ngws in visible form : there be conversed 
Idtb hii», . and the communion he maintained was in- 
la(Hiate*aQd friendly in an unusual dejgree. 
?- And^jvhat: says, the Psalmist? " 'fiie secret of the 
Lot'd idjtvith , them that fear him, and he will shew 
them hi* covenant." H^ has, you perceive, othet* 
friends^ be^il e Abrahaiin, \ these are they who fear ^ 
)iim,^aqd his secjretjs with thi^m. . He admits them 
into fellojvship with himi^elf : he lets them into the 
counsel of , bis heprt; he communes with them from 
off the^ mercy seat. In his word and ordinances, by 
his grace and Spirit, he .draws nigh to his people, and 
^ey jw.the exercise of faith and prayer draw tiigh to 
him. He manifests himself toliis friends as he does 
not ni^tp the wor^i. Well may we adopt the langaa|» 
of holyndiniration, " WiJUGod in very deed dwell ^m 

/- ♦ B]^ xxxUf. 11. . t G^i XY»,1* 
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uida on the earth T^'^ Ldrd; whftt to tMM thattr thou 
artmindftiiof him? tod thesdn<tf maiHthMtliMivisiteil 
htm ?**^^or thus isaith the high nhd I<% OiM^thatin- 
h&biteth etiemity^ wjbyosir name k Miriy : 1 4\^eft ity <te 
hiffh and holy place ; with him bIbo that is of a ostt^ 
imt and humble ^\x\% tty i«ir{ve fhe itpirii of the 
humblep and to jrevive the heart of the eoairiie otiw."^ 

S. Hid a&ctionat& C0i/fdentekt Abmhaw mat ied 
him as hfs friend. 

A stHkhrg instance of this we ha^ alMa^ id« 
ierted to. Appemag to hhta; and* eonfeir^aiif with 
him in the plains of Mamre^ the Lonl sai^ ''^ Shatt 
t hide from Atyrahom tSre tfirn^ trhi^ii I do-??*^ lie 
meditated the destrottibii cff Sbdb^i^aiid^GoftiofVih; 
but how can he conceal^ d^e foteBtlo&fKMn' Mmtwa 
hi£ friend > Hb tolti bim, tbereffWe; d^ ^ juA^ 
meitt tvhich he was about tl(^ e»ectrf& on tti^^% 
ieiikd. Hie s^timent whrch Ambsc ^Aifi^en 'iAj w^ 
markablb: ^ Surefy, the Lord G^($iirffi)<dli.n0thfi^ 
but he reveal'et^ his secfret ufitb his serttttftt tterintf* 
phetsf.'' These prophets were l^firi^adft, «iid mtk 
th^xk he not only^mabtained fitmiliiBtP kiferdoifrsilr ^Mt 
also praced m them afflbc^Matte' eoiifftdetiee. And 
observe the words of Jesn^ to his'befeved d^^toal; 
•*^ Hienteforth 1 (idKyotr hot ^ryantih; Afr ^ bemflkt 
knaweth not what his £brd* doeth : but I bfke bftMbi 
vou Jtriendi ^ for all tjting^ that t hwe fa«a#d of mv 
Tatber 1 have' made known tmid yon J.'* TUii 'vMw 
needs iio comttient: it ii$'sii)!}(^ienttyplfe^, aridriMSl: 
beautifully expressive of t^te'^ifttimacy wKdl- suttsltte 
betxi^een the Lord Jesus and His pc<)pl^, 4nd-«i tbfc 
affectionate confidence tvhfeh* b*^ r^oses in tbMi tto* 
love him. 

And does he not rei«aJ the witt ttmf mSM tte 
lieart of his heavenly Father to us? **' No maji-Hrtfli 

* Gen. iNiFk «, f Amos ii. ,% ptohn xv. 15, 
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is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him : 
md tg ^lerjit 114^1 pttrpdM^ ^' ^ that hi^h ^eeo the 
Sop hfOh Men tk^ Ffttt^r aW'^ >Uv we ^' behold 
Ui^te»7»4iU of gTRice and trulhr M^y welisteq 
t» Iw w^ord with &nfoU atli^iltimi! May s;vg i«cebe iX 
m merlrornfi and in kml May we tiv« uiuiir its ia* 
Himupe Aud pmctiMUy mim» its 4ife<; 
iMiTttidthe happiness ofbeiog tho '' 
any be apprapnate to MS ! 
4. His aaoml JUMjf to Abraham pnoved him 

^ao eady period Jehov^ Mtered iatp cov^naitf 
with his servant^ as a man covenants with his friend ; 
M»d he ewan mito him, boosnse he ]ov«d bhp- He 
made the most solemn ei^agaoients tP visit Iwn wit^ 
ftfoiir, and ratted these crygpawnts id tbip nost 
dear and condenewding manner. M4 wani tb^ 
mer 9iciia«Bd ? Ko! As ofton, thcreliin^ as the apf 
peUafsan, ^ the Gpd i>f Abraham/' Qccurf^ we \»^ 
m reeegmtiott of covenant iraosacfioMi mimHH^ 
to posterity of inviolable faithfiiltiess. How €ould it 
ierre the eaotoragement and eomfort vf Ihe ^burch 
in aueeeeding ages to be addfBsaed by the M^t tiigb 
at ^' tfas Gad of Abmlnni," anless to bim bis pr^ 
siaamusum, and his fidelity unimp^M9bed ? *'J^ 
naiiae ha «uld awear by no graateri be 9ware by timt 
*Ui'^ ngF^^ n ^ moat explicit terms to ftwwnr 
l^ish itt thiit he bad spoken. 

The fiowqant of God is bis aolema pr^miwj and 
tfii^ be bath (^en not to Abnham only» bottP^iterjr 
bjtlienr w Us ^ friend'^ The promise of bis gr4oe 
Ite hatii ratified in a way wortiiy of himself and moat 
^mcoitaLgbg to ne: *^ Willing more abundaniiy tP 
ibev Mto ihe heirs of promise the immatebiUib^ lof 
UicQunai^ ironfiraied it byan oath; tbat by tiao 
immutable Ain^, in which it was impossible for God 

to Ue, «e mig^t bure stMi^ consolation who have 
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fied for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before 



us*" 



Let us then seriously ask, whether we have done 
this. Have we fled for refuge to Jesiis Christ ? That 
such a security is provided, proves the amazing con- 
descension of the Most High; but if we refuse it, 
are we his iiiends ? If we slight his love, and reject 
the provision of bis grace, are we not his enemies ? 
And does not such conduct evince that we are th^ 
enemies of our own happiness? We must flee to the 
glorious Refuge which the Gospel recommends, and 
must here find shelter, or we are clearly at enmity 

with God, and in a situation of most imnninent danger. 

• • I • ■ » • 

II. We notice Abraham's disposition and 

90KDUCT TdWARDiB GOD. f 

Friendship ought to be mutual. While > if is ex- 
pressed on tiie part of God to bis people, it should 
Kkewise appear in theur temper and' behaviour to* 
wards him. The character of every rttaUj and' es^ 
pecially of every Christian, ought to be this-r-o*'>' the 
niend of God."-^Observe, * ' 

]. Abraham's steady /at^A in God. — 'Fhe verse 
from which the text is taken directly refers to this : 
*' He believed in God, and it was imputed unto him 
for righteousness, and he was called the friend of 
God.^ Faith was the grace for which he was most 
Temarkable, and in which he particularly excelled; 
He is denominated '^ faithful Abrahani,'' and ^^ th^ 
fatha* of the fafithful," as denoting the pre-eminence 
of his faith, and as affording a pattern to believers^ in 
all succeeding ages, of this most excellent grace; In 
the eleventh chapter to the Hebrews, the* £Bdth of 
'Abraham is : celebrated more : than - that of any 
Other of these worthies ; and of him it is<>ceeovded 
^th peculiar emphasis^ that " in hqie he believe^ 
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i^nst hope, and was fttrong m faith, ^viog glory 
to God." 

And in such degree as we live in the exercise of 
^th we are entitleu to this honourable distincticni'— 
** the friends of God." An unbeliever has no daimlQ 
it whatever. He rejects the counsel of God aminst 
hinaself ; be trifles with the truth of the Most High( 
be is at war with the Almighty, and lives only to bia 
dishonour. 

Faith in God is cordial reliance on his. testimony : to 
adopt the de&iitioaof a poor but pious female, it ia 
"takingGod at hisword." And can any thing be mors 
reasonable? Can any thing be more clearly an obliga? 
tion, or involve more evidently our interest ? ^ If a 
fellow-creature address us, and affirm what he^ de- 
clares to be true, and we believe him not, can we ^a^ 
tbat'we are his friend? Or if we profess to give citedit 
'to his word, and yet in our spirit and actions manifest 
{nwailing incredulity, can we call ourselves his friend P 
llie appUcation is easy : " If we receive the witness 
(tf men, the witness of God ■ is greater ; and this is 
tiie witness of God which he hath testified of his Son" 
— '* This is the record," the substance of evangelical 
testimony, '* that God hath given to us eternal life, 
and this life is in bis Son*." Be assured it is of little 
^consequaice your professing to valerate and esteem 
the truthof God, unless it be cordially embraced: 
only by " believing with the heart unto ri^teousnes^" 
can you approve yourselves his friends. 

And let this be .your serious concwiu The J/wd 
hath spoken : " Receive, therefore, the Iftw frwn his 
mouth, and layup hiswords.in your heart" Rdyon 
the testimcny which he hath givoa ; let it have its 
proper influence, and appear in its . genuine effects. 
You may not see distinctly into the meaning of all 
that God hath revealed : obstacles may stand against 
tbe ucompUshmoit of promises, and seem to op* 
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](Ofie t|8 ii^fUniMt of pitMyctwis; ^t §m Au ym 
may depend, that all which Jehovah hath utMis^ m 
^r4iiy of iiimielf : fak word ibr war i« aitlAiMi in 
heaven, aBdiQi^MaiBk^faibiifiikieaftflMis 
flieat.<^Obsenie, 

.ft« Alii^hamVhdj^jfe^ii^^Aqlim&Go 
tt«)ntly a man n0t4iiily of ^Mog iBith, bu| .<^ ^e&t 
lilted piety ; he was vf^uck divcU«d to God, m^ esH 
joyed special nearness to him. At the time when ho 
femoyed from pkce to {ilaee^ it is wioattdfledl Ibat 
ivherfvep he rcsM, ^^tfausro he built aiiL atotFyisitii 
the L<Mdji and caUed :upan the name of the IjxaiL'^ 
But we Med only to inatance h^s andereeaaion on b#t 
kail of SodoM. Read the account ak laige ii^ ^f 
eif^tienth chapter of the hook of GeiMm ThMe 
yott 4Me <^ tbh friend of 6ed^^ andi tl>a6«cHid ^f maa 
pleading ki tiie most pathetic manner i Such hmntil* 
t^evwence, such holy freedom, such ardank eanieilt 
impoptmiily, discoi^er the exidled F^^ of jus heaH^ 
Mdyustify his li^ tothe mo6thQnoniidbk.dklJ;ucta9li 

^us let -your li$( he a life of Mowriiip wijkh Hei& 
'veft, aadthe closer thkcommunioa it maiatainedlhc 
higher your en^yment will lisa, Friends kiv^ 4o 
C0iiveiM with ea<^h oth^^ and do you coi)?ene wlh 
6od: fVienda haise pleasuw in epeniag their heaiti 
to ^eacb (Aher, and do you open your hearts ta Hms 
JLopd; spread before him ail yo^r |rie& and feanb 
att 3KHir waojte^ and cares. Th^ra juna seasoi^ whan 
we cannot have aeocss la earddy ^riendsi anil rabn 
mv iwaests would ha intaisi«e and ioaproper ; but 
mvm u> in regard to this haavtealy Friend I ^ hwob 
iih«t^ of approach p him at dil tio^, an4^ ail 
possible circiKnstmiciits. Tfaest are feeHo^ abft oi a 
ditfoult and c^licate kind irhich we (sannot diwifs ift 
IMP fiffarest 4K)nnexiotia ; but we may gp f^A fom? 
aoowiaai^ th«^ mtiM^t «eser«a tp^ oui^ father, ositr 
fiiend in heaven. HeiaM(;olfended«sth|i^fKitfei( 
freedom, or displeased with the utmost importunity ; 
JfUBt the reverse. Whf^fyfi hMrd^ns th? spirit, ^ 
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** Opw tfcy flWBth wi4s!, wmI I vill fiJI ii"w* p^ 

«oi|ifiite.pa«k tlMil before ^^ cm* l^ MMvert 
Md (wbiiit jthfly «re y«t 9p«aking> J will ib««r."«m- 

aonil «i WM his £h^* bis tAi^i^gm» war qqI: Jmw ao ; 
1ibe«nci 1^ tiM fruit Af th« .oilier, .«pd Hd ftmmA hv 

flH& ^ iiis wtuAat, We ha,\« many f^fity Jin {(r«of of 

Ibii MaeFtgran. Widw be left bis iMitiv« .countiy^ Uf 
Idn^tre^. and bi9 £ith«r> boHs«, «P)4 *' Mf^ipil «)tf not 
Imowiag .vlither Iw vm^" i^ wiis l« ^tteditnof io tbt 
•iMiinind ot God. Whw bn} §K^i .weh .» ivutaf 
fnudeofif^ and mftoiliistod A«ch a tempir fff pe4Mi» 

the separation whin^ MOViwid %efci|K«ieii him VtA im 

M|>bBv Ldi; it wt« in 9mtisf^mf» ^^ • t^Miwily 

fnnci^ ndiag iq bis itwart. Wb$n h4 ])M^ «wb 
«M^(K)0 Io Ibe re)igioH> inslPiMl^o§ fti^ 0|fi4w4)f hb 
lin^y JM tefup Umb«n(»ui»bi« tewtifflPnya ^' } tmm 
fuM, tWt be wiU tomwiiid bis ich»Mrw fud liit 
bNisehold ttftar hHo, ««d Ibiy 4biJI 1^9^ the vt^ of 
th« Lonit/' ift 1V4 fitiU in fimfwrato^ tp the Jhm» 

ivitt. These vere inabwofn ef hf^ phe4i«Doe ; tbr 

£pwl: fif Uiing laiib, W94 pfpoA of fjiiMdfihJp niih 
l3od. 

^\X Uie jnoife pnwftiomt aflt, the iwfcjle^ iMOfif of 
41m ]»tri«nQh'a «i«id«Bnfle, fMiilw ^ iibo MwnrMkw of 
hJMOA. Thftceninftidefthe MMlii^imsfkMr 
«nd' ejKpmss : ^ TeJnp imw liliy h»» IMne ooiy mp 
iwM, whom ihm kweel, wd g^ ^«e ii^te^ Iwd 
iif Moifiah ; tmAiSbm him thtm &r » hweBlH^farieft 
Wpi ewe i)f th» nminlftipii ahfafc I witt Hfl Ihee oCy^ 

t 9(Mic ofSoL ii, Y4. t Qai..ei«f, €9. t Gen* ui>'i3- 
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And the statement of the Apostle is this: '^ By 
ibitb, Abraham when he was tried,, offered up Isaac; 
and be that had received the promises, offer^ up his 
only son : of whom it was said, that in Isaac shall thy 
seed be called. Accounting that God was able to 
raise him up, even from the dead ; from whence also 
he received him in a figure*/' His faith was put to 
the severest trial, and his obedience to the strictest 
test : but aided by the grace of a covmant God, his 
faith was vigorous, and his obedience prompt > The 
son bled on the altar, in the purpose and resolution 
of his father ; and it was only the interposition of 
^' the Ai^ of the Lord/' that prevented the fatal 
stroke- Whatever his God required, this eminent 
beUever was cheerfully ready to resign : whatever he 
eonunanded, he was fulTy determined to do. Never 
was faith more triumphant ! Never was* obedience 
mora resolute ! His whole spirit and bebaviottr 
evinced him to be — ^' the friend of God/' 

And let it be remembered, our obedience is the 
best proof of character, and the surest test of the 
disposition of &e heart. AH appearance and pro* 
fession, that includes not practical compliance with 
the Divine will, is^ delusive and defective, in a ^ery 
serious degree. Af ark the words of Jesus to his dis* 
ciples : ^\ If ye love me, keep my commandmeits ;'' 
and, ^' Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I 
command you." We profess to be his, disciples, we 
are called by his name, and are denominated his 
'^ friends ;" but it is our conformity fo his wbrd, that 
must justify the profession, and demonstrate our sin* 
cerity and decisioni What hath the Lord enjoined ? 
His ' commandments are not grievous ^ his yoke is 
not heavy; his ways are pleasantoesa and peace: 
let us ther^ore comply. What hatih the God of 
h^ven forbidden ? All his prohibitions ture ym^ ai|d. 

*» Heb. xi. 17— 1^« ' • 
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kind; the dictate of each is, '^ Do thyself no 
haVBi */' let us therefore refrain. What does the 
Most Hig^ call us to endure? He never afflicts 
willingly : his severest dispensations are for our pnAt^ 
tiiat we may' be partakers of his holiness^ and sharers' 
in the felicity of his sons : then let us sulfer with 
patiencBy witii humble submission, with holy content* 
ment : llius shall we enjoy the sweetest satisfection in 
Our own breasts, and shall approve ourselves ^* the 
friends of God." 

' . IMPROVEMENT. 

Learn from the subject, the true dignity of man.— ^ 
It is not worldly distinction/ not earthly possession, 
not alliance with the gay and the great: but it is to 
be '^ blessed with faithful Abraham/' — ^it is to have 
fellowship with heavefa, and friendship wi& God. If 
any are proud of connection with men of elevated 
rank, know that all are worms of the earth dust 
is tbeir origin and their end« If any imagine &at 
real consequence is derived from the countenance of 
those who possess the power, and shine in the 
pageantry of the world; remember, that all are 
on a level in the sight of God : all in his vie^ 
are sinners; depraved^ polluted, and condemned. 
'Worthless, therefore, is the honour which cometh 
from men; but inestimable, the favour and the 
friendship of the M6st High! These deserve our 
supreme regard ; and to these we are encouraged to 
aspire : &e Gospel guides in the high pursuit, and 
,a»snires us, that obeying its dictates, we are brought 
into a nearer relation tlmn th^s of friends ; we become 
** the children of God, by faith in Christ Jesus." 

But. do a// sustain this true dignity? Are a/Z the 
friends of &od ? Certainly not If men were his 
frbads, it would be evinced in their disposition and 
conduct'; but no such evidence is universally given. 
^The hetifi too plain, that mwy are living the very 
opposite of a life of faith, of prayer, and of obediences 
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ilKH44 tbl» l^ !tbe ui>bappy ccM^ditiflD itf smjp of you 1 
«Hi 9feiew^d.mii4cieoMiMtifyAgmAt ymy with mhaH 
pMHJIiefira^ tatml^^ fao yau cdil y«^Mlv»itlie 
^' fiqiMcU pf God?" And if liM hia fi^im^ ivM« tout 
fbmeter? Ai^ you not bte •oMoom? Q IliftI; you IqMnv 
^4ftiiflf»r of yow irt^te, rad vm^ fUly imajse fif tht 
a^ttl ioom tbut ^w^te yw I The eoemi^ id fi* 
ii^iirij^ty we eofiiemoed by his righteotts fauir, ibouiKl 
liy bis inflftxible jutttke» aod evei^ pbmqmI; expoied 
to his tremendous wrath. And ho v shutt ydu fat 
able to stand? In what way shall you hope to escape ? 
Only by fleeing for ffi^gp t^ the fiaviour ! Only by ^' re- 

peiitWM^e towards Goci aod fflitb ia jour Loid Jisus 
Qumt !" X^ tbis, thsarefopei be your inuMdiale, aol 
ino«t Hmw ooneero. Ifufdort tbe gmee of liia 
U«ly ^(^it, to produee <oirtritlpn m your bearts ; 
•pd beieecSh the asiBe Spirit to kaul yiou J«nis» 
Md Ibp ii¥ yKMir tifioetioii mi km as the iPximi d 
skmers «iMl the Seidour of ibe lint. 

Some «f ^ are reodnciied io God : yon aas 
be^mebis frteods ; aod your ebief i^f^etio^ tbat At 
bet h nst mom deeif ; wd the avyMce of k jMure 
fiiU -mias the 9uJ^|$efito ef a DMm idbang^, ibeoe^de^ 
^' MflSur the word of ashortatimi>'' 

Be ibeniift^l for tbe gr«ce wbieb fon haw fouwL 
n^"ORiQe you wem ^^ ehildreq of ^rath, fma aa 
efters f' enemies agajast Gm1» hia iru^ and fcit 
imys» by wichad wotioi : but tkt Skther loveii yiei^ 
Je$us died for yeu, the Holy Sf irk f eqewed jmer b«^ 
awekeued y0a to pepitei^oe^ fVgftgpd you to prajiiBr^ 
und tntias&r«ed fm into ^ ^ieiida?' Att t;)us fr«ev» 
must be tmctd to dialingiiishk^ iDcray^ tte ^araeding 
riches of Dmoe guise : and having nothing ibat 
what yon have camved, how uo^pMkafaie art your 
4^bli(^iHi( Xi^t Hmok not b^ forgettj^n : let lU 
vrerniaifeji^tiide^w ioyavf tedrls/aiidiiqdMnitf 
J^lwokq^Mne^ ascted to '^ idie Gad «ul f atiier a 
1W. L^d Jcaus ClyjaL" Eiai^e hiqa^ £> fuMK bioia 
tor AQbbifteite9U(Bbqnefi|B4 > 
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^ Coi|/M» i^ mttf» kupKitidy Slid affretioimtely i» 
Edffl i*lN^ kMdb ddttft fo-iDMbh £or yoQ.*^Frieatf» bmre 
4liMMlMl ittMMM III xthM each otter b^ nd all tiat 
tfaebi otiier has i and ^u> as the firieiids of G<A, 
ha^ «A iMtir«t i» iiim ^ not Hi his pitovideace only, 
IMtriHf id (be pmfccitonir of Ub natar^ k all tiw 
fteasriFM of Mi gnca^ in> idl ihl preoiitea of hin 
wtMT. Atid^WliM fWoMife doisa b« anke ? '* I w^ 
b^^^lfOOVG^iifid'yourtMllibeii^paople." Haeoold 
tUkWfvei^te^ And having Diet tmldMU his dear StM^ 
1^ fte^^ iMlv lliei« «: nothiag tm eardi/or in 
YsekytA am grCM mr Ito^ «» codfer ! <^ Trwt hiafi^ 
therelcR^ a« t^ tiMtt, td pto^le^ pour mt youa 
iRMT Wttny lim : CkMl la a aaftige fof oa." PbMM a 
^n'stattli tiilfebM oa< Ihe aii<-ti]f8«i«ie^ of his power; 
aiid< ihe fiicMIl^ of bb woni^ ewtoari^ iiy; tint 
'm^xm v, ddAuratkRi^ ** My iSod' ^mS. Aupur att 
5Vttr! tMiy|i, tfoMmllt^ to bai^kunoas Tichds, By. Jm* 

iSiift^ yOttV (Hftttlbrta dso<imtUfr«tefiil sirtiafeclwir« 
•Mi^fawi {L ftfe^d^-^iwa at, he wittwa as to. ek^ay : wd 
maux- ^ikiif» Mm: better titan by the nYntutM, 93»oi 
Mb fvvQittb'i? ttidi «■ condlig frooi. a inmid, eveiy 
y»t£n^4(MAy fSmk:v. » gcnanniS: itniid' valiieS tlM 
Idrntoes^iflitebia lfifi«Mit^ confers, cHiefly^ a t^edga «f 
tiwaflisifticAl df UiB^heavL. And ramember,. tbe Gad 
4# lairnkthammayixse damimim; ntd iahe not.yoor 
l4ii)hd$!^MK:«y«QP «Min«anbnnl< Merdifls^to his tttal* 
iJMhf' tfllH^: ifOOP lieidtli, ^ear aaenfeJ peace, ' yoiit 
fM^ KiidiMitnetil^ yow socoess! in hmhetat, atai di 
your domestic and social comforts.; accept of aU lii 
Htm ybiir laavtedif-frktKi, taste ^. lore! m every 
teMfil^tte liestowf^ andtotjey aU.a^^ Uie tniti 96 m 

LttirfluClto) td iniftoietiSriS'with.cahv saboaiasiM. 
Mfl^ «liii biMFtbitt A-doi -a 'fnend 'which we oanoot 
bear from an enemy :i^ d^tf tbatiiaN'ta.ilfr.plit tv> to 
HfPhrFfril^BQt rapiaaj wearKnQtgrJi«ved,.S9longasve 
are persuaded of His auction. ^Refliect, tn^refore, your 
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trials come from ihesame Power that administers your 
comforts : both are equally from your Father and your' 
Friend ki heaven ! Does he afflict? He desigos notiiing. 
but your true interest, your best improvement The, 
severest parts of his conduct are proo&of his presence^ 
and are pledges of his love and care : ^' for whom 
the Lord lovetb, he cljiasteneth,. and scourgeth every^ 
son whom he receiveth." And be bis. chs^tisements 
ever so heavy, the affection of his heart is unalter* 
able : ^^ the mountains shall dep&rt/and the hills h^^ 
removed : but my kindness shall not depart from; 
thee, tieither shall the covenant of my pe%ce b^ re-^ 
moved saith the Lord, that hath mercy on, th^/' 
*. But especially, beware you qffkndnpt^i^yTiiesa^. — ^: 
It is mentioned as the aggravation of i^ctipn> " J; 
trasr woiurided m the. hoiise of my frieodsf/' WhOj 
does qpt know, that Ihe wounds of a friend pierpe the 
deepest ? If a man professing kindness^ i^nd inviiing 
ourconfidence, do us an injury, we feel it most seqaihly^^ 
Now, Iceep in mind, you are. c&Ued. the friends of 
God, and can you dishonour him? Can you trifle, 
with his truth,, wander from his ways; wd grieve. bjiffi 
fcllessed Spirit ? The question which Absalom p»t tei 
Hushai, is pointed and appropriate : ^^ Is this tbykindri 
ness to thy friend;):?'' Daily should the s^me inquiiy 
be present to our minds,^ and applied to our con^ 
science. Are we tempted to act imwprtbily, tO^ 
vioiate our tender oblig^ons^ to offend c^nst Infi- 
nite 'Love w^d Goodness ? The ineonsistencjf of tl^i 
should forbid it; the base ingratitude which it invQlfes 
should retrain lis. . . / 

Having, Aerefore, such a Friend, and callii^ our* 
selves his friends, Itf us labour to justify the higii 
relation. Let us study to please lum^ let us .oq 
active to' serve him ; in lall things let it ever, be.our 
concern to .'' walk worthy of God, who hat^ called 
ttsunto his'kingdom and glory." 

♦ Heb, xii. 6 ; Is. liv, 10. f Zech. xiii« e. tt Sam. xvi VtJ 
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SERMON XIV. 



THE WATER OF LIFE. 



JOBV iv. 14. 

• • « 

But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall 
give him, shall never thirst ; but the water that I 
shall give Mnty shall be in him a well of water 
springing up into everlasting life. 

-I- HE Lowi Jesus was the wisest Teacher. Hi? 
wisdom appears not only in adapting his subjects tp 
the occasion on which he spoke, but in his manner of 
treating them; He refers to visible objects, and 
avails himself of passing incidents^ in order to illus- 
trate spiritual truths ; and his allusions are always 
natural and easy. .\ * 

A striking instance of the truth pf U^is reipark qc« 
cars in the verses connected with the text 

^ Jesus was on his way to Galilee, *^ and he must 
needs go through Samaria?' Wearied with his jour- 
ney, he sat down on the side of a well, called '^ Ja- 
cob's 'well/' While there alone, . a certain woman 
Hcam^ to draw^ water : on her part the meeting wa^ ac« 
cidental, but hot so on hisr-it^ wa3 ordered m infinite 
wis^dom^ aii4 <Jesigped /or thc| e;c|jr,ci5e ieind display of 
boundless mercy* , 
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Immediately a conversation took place between the 
blessed Saviour and this Samaritan stranger : '^ Jesus 
saith unto her. Give me to drink/' She perceived 
from his dress, or from his dialect and manner, to 
wiiat country he belonged, and replied, ^^ How is it 
that thou, beifig a JeWy airifieX tlftek* of^ me, who am 
a woman of Samaria ? for fiie Jews have no dealingi 
with the Samaritans/' Jesus took no notice of the 
animosity between the twomtttons* and his silence on 
thb point suggests a lesson of prudence : some differ- 
ences are btet k^6c^by lUsi-^gdMii^ ffiem, and by 
avoiding any dispute about &em : Asides, he had 
another object m view-— Sie spiritual instruction and 
salvation of this person. '* Jesus answered and said 
unto her, If thou kiielvat tfat'^ft of God, and who 
it i« that saith to thee, Giyo me to dr ink^ thou wouldfii^t 
have asl^ied oi him^ and he would have g^ven ihee 
livwg water/' Alas \ she wa» utter|ly . igporanf of 
these things, as a|»|||ear» from wbaHqimedTate^ 
lows: she had no idba that by ^^living^wAter was 
meant any thing more than clear spring water : '^ Tin 
t^otnan' saM utftcr hirii; Sh". thbtf haM! Ifot^ \q 
Am with, ^d^ fb6 tHill Is mi^i SirtMiHtttJ tHt^fiaft 
tlidri' Hittt W\^ ifrktftf r' Sbd ^fiSS ftmW^ ^ Aft 
thttli ff^eimt ihtixi 6tir ikth^ Hci^f, wKtt ^y^ 
welt, itiidf dt^k tli^HMf hiMs^^ aM )mi^ 
ihtl' his Ctttflef*^ ' 

The correctness of the statemetti hfe^ Iffl^lftifl 
iBigKlJ ttttVe "hten Oljjjticfecl Hi : J»ft!6ft^ #tf* Hdt- the 
ancestor of tt S«tttMt&ii; ildV Wits'tKiS^t m&k 
ttr toy oth^ serisfe^thW, ^ tflarfWfc ifc^a* «# gsTof 

M^a^r but' m0m Aibjed^' at^si^ «« fs&m ^ 

iheblesm SavFdbf, <Mdib ttiti^U KUititm^ to^ilL 
re^tiT atiEfefittoft : ^J^id fUi^i^Htcr and ^HSi \fm 

im, Vf^hosdev^ diAfiketHnyr ifiis muf isma^ flstm 

ig&iBk^ ' £Pe m'^^iflf lYteffaliy^hat He'^(f/ Ifefiiim'e 
a^'«i^fo¥'d)^<^dfi^cto'Whlehife'ttttt; Ffi'Taltt^tffl 
its use he admits, but still it was no'ifidNi flHttP(!iMl^ 
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inoo water, and could serve only common purposes; tb& 
thirst which it was adapted to allay would again be felt, 
' See from this the indigence and dependence of 
man ! He cannot live without the fdainest provision 
of nature ; and * let his wants be ever so amply 9up« 
plied, they presently return, and solicit relief. 

See also the imperfection of earthly comforts ! 
They are neither lasting nor satisfying : the supports 
of yesterday will not suffice for to-day ; they must be, 
frequently renewed, and constantly administeredi or 
we languish and die. 

But how just the application of this sentiment to 
the various expedients of happiness which man de- 
vises ! It may be said of them all, — " Whosoever 
drinketh of this water shall thirst again/' One man 
plunges into gross and dissipated pleasure; butjiie is 
galled with disappointment, and recompensed w;ith 
keen remorse. Another engages in more refined and 
intdlectual pursuits; but these do not 3atisfy, for he 
finds that ^^in much wisdom is much grief^ and be 
that increaseth knowledge increase th . sorrow. T A. 
third enters into business, occupied himself with 
eagerness in the bustle of life and in the search of 
earthly gain : but he is not happy; for " they that will 
be rich fall into temptation, aad a snar^ and intc;]^ 
many foolish and hurtful lusts, which, drown n)en ,in, 
destruction anid perdition ; — they pierce themselYes* 
t^dug^h with many sorrows." A fourth is a rnaor of 
feidure: free frdm the ties of business and the par^j 
df a ftti»ilyj.'he has time sufficieiit ; but his>hours. 
move heavily, his very. leisure is attjefldfed with satiety^, 
and h€^ becomes a burden to himself^ / . -,{ -, 

Besid^^, there are schemes of happine$3* of another 
kind which are sure to foil. A man has convictions 
of sin, but he labours to get rid of them by drowning 
reflection. His conscience is uneasy, but he applies 
some palliative. His mind unenlightened and his 
heart unhumbled, he flees to ireiigious duties, he forms 

TOL. II. ^. 
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▼irtuous resolutions, he rests in partial amendment;: 
be labours to attain a righteousness of his own, and- 
with this for a time he is satisfied ; but sooner or later 
he finds tiiat he is compassing himself about with 
sparks which yield him no warmth ; that he is feed-, 
ing on ashes, deluded, and disappointed. 

And have not some of you found the truth of this ? 
Seeking happiness in any other way than this which 
the Gospel recommends, and hoping to attain it in» 
any thing short of the grace of the blessed Redeemer,, 
have not you been deceived ? Hewing out cisterns to 
yourselves, have they riot proved " broken . cisterns 
which can hold no water ?" And the little which' 
they have seemed to hold, is polluted and pernicious % 
if you partake, you are not refreshed : " All is vanity, 
and vexation of spirit." 

We come now to the words which were first read : 
" fiut whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall 
give him, shall never thirst ; but the water that I 
shall give him shall be in him a well of water spring-* 
irig up into everlasting life." 

This verse is full of instruction, and of the best en- 
couragement The language is figurative, but the 
sentiment it conveys is sufficiently plain. Spiritual 
truth is illustrated by the emblem of water, and i$ 
placed in striking contrast. 

, Our Lord, on one occasion, by a similar mode of 
exptessidn, ^^ spake of the Spirit^ which they that 
believed on him should receive * :" but the Spirit^must 
be considered in his influences^ or in that grace, of 
the Saviour which it is the office of the Holy Spirit 
to impart. — Admitting the propriety of this expla* 
lii^tion, that by " water" is intended the saving grace 
(if Christ, we observe, 

< ,;'' '' \ ' . ■ • ' • 

- I. It is EXCELLENT in its nature. 

^ ' -^ ; * . . . . - . * hhn vii. 39. 
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The emblem by which it is here illustrated suggests 
Its excellency. We all know that the property of 
water is to cool and to cleanse : it is fertilizing and 
refreshing : no element in nature is of such constant 
and indispensable utility. 

But this is '^ living water ;'' a peculiar expression^ 
and descriptive of the inestimable worth of the grace 
of the Saviour. You are reminded of the important 
promise : ^^ I will give unto him that is athirst of the 
fountain of the water of life freely." And of that 
tender invitation : *' hei him that is athirst come, and 
whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely*.** 
The water of life and living water mean the same 
thing : they refer to spiritual blessings, the rich gracft 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ : and mark its 
efficacy. 

It produces life ; and not only produces, but ipt^ 
serves, maintains, increases, and completes it — life 
of the best kind, of the highest and noblest order, 
the holy and happy existence of the soul of man. 
Who can estimate the value of grace like this ? The 
soul, dead in sins, is made alive to Gdd, and alive to 
righteousness. The life it derives is lasting as im-* 
mortality : it is perfected in the realn)s 4^i glDry, and 
perpetuated to endless ages. 

II. It is DIVINE in its origin. 

Christ bestows it : ^* the water that / shall give 
him.*' And ** what think you of Christ? whose Son 
is he ?" The answer of inspiration is sufficiently clear ; 
he is " the only begotten of the Father ;" " the 
brightness of his glory, and the express image of hit 
person, and upholding all things by the word pf his 
power." " The God and Fa&er of our Lord Jesus 
Christ hath blessed us with .all spiritual blessings, in 
heavenly tbin^, in Christ.*^ He hath ** givtn to uf 

** Jlev. xau. ; xxit. 17. 
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eternal life» and this life is in his Son :" ^^ for it 
pleased the Father that in him should all fulness 
dwell," the fulness especially *' of grace and truth/' 
Behold. here the Source of all your salvation ! the 
Fountain of this *' living water r Seek it not in 
means and ordinances : they are channels of ccmvey* 
unce, but not the Fountain ; they are diligently to be 
-observed^ but have nothing to communicate except 
what Christy the never*failiug Spring, supplies. We 
certainly recommend a regular attendance on religious 
worship, a devout and conscientious regard to Chnsr 
tlan privileges ; but by no means' rest in them. Never 
ht your views terminate in external duties ; look 
through them ; look beyond them ; look unto JesuSj 
adio is at.once their substance, their glory, and their 
end ! See all in him; expect all from him ; and in 
the humble exercise of faith, ^' receive out of bis ful- 
ness, and grace for grace." 

IIL It is FREE in its communication. 

The sentiment is twice repeated in the text : '- the 
water that I shall give him." Nofting is more free 
than a gift : nothing can enhance the bounty more 
than the liberality of its donor. But why is this 
grace of the Saviour so . freely conferred ? Several 
reasons may be assigned. 

It is too precious to be bought— What have we as 
en equivalent fftr " living water r*' What can we offer 
m compensatioQ for the life which it impart^ ?-^Who 
can speak the worth of the pardon of sins, the reno« 
mction of the heart, the final and complete happiness( 
ti the immortal spirit ? Blessings like these are be^ 
yond all estimation; smd if bestowed upon fidlen maoi 
it must be ** without money and without price." De* 
cisive on this subject is the language of the Apostle : 
^-By grace are ye saved, through faitty and this not 
of yourselves, it is the gift of God : not of works^ 
lest any man should boast." 
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Again, it is already procured by the Saviour him*- 
self. — He suffered, tiiat grace might flow to the guilty : 
He died, that sinn^s such as we might live, and live 
for ever : if therefore we are blessed through him, it 
must be to the exclusion of human merit The re- 
viving sentiments of the Gospel are these :— *^' Him 
hath God exalted with his right hand, a Prince and a 
Saviour, to give repentance, and the remission of 
sins :" ^' Come unto me, all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest" " Eternal 
life is Uie gift pf God, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord." 

To these considerations may be added, The Saviour 
himself must have nil the glory. — But supposing the 
^race of the Gospel to be in any degree deserved by 
Its subjects^ the glory must be divided. Were the 
blessings of salvation bestowed in consequence of any 
thing meritorious found in us, or performed by us, a 
part of the praise would be due to ourselves. But 
assuredly this is not the case : ^^ Not unto us, O Lord; 
not unto us, but unto thy name be all the glory !" 
" Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power — might, 
majesty, dominion, and praise be unto Him that sit* 
teth^upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever 
and ever l" 

. 

IV, It is SAirisFTiNG in its effects. 

" Whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give 
him, shall n^ev^r /Atr^f. "•^-•Thirst he will affisr more 
of this water 2 for it ils da undeniable fact, Aat the 
more a man r^eiveis of . the grace of Christ, the moiter 
he desires to r^eive. : . He is not satisfied MSith what 
he attains 9f spiritual biejssings till he awakes up in :tfae» 
likeness of the Redeemer, and is ** filled with all 
the fulness of God." . 

' Shall never thirst ; doubUess it denotes salisfec- 
tioo with the kind of good he finds, though not witit 
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the degree of good which he has attained. He shall 
not desire meaner things, shall feel no preference of 
"worldly happiness, shall not sink into gross and sen- 
sual pleasure. The peace which a penitent believer 
finds in Jesus Christ, is the cure of an anxious mind, 
the balm of a discontented spirit : it allays the rest- 
less turbulent passions of the soul : it says to all its 
fretful impatient wishes-^'^ Peace, be still !" 

And observe, these effects are not produced by 
hearing of the grace of Christ, but by receiving it : 
** whosoever dnnketh of this water^" To drink is to 
imbibe; it is inwardly to receive ; and every man who 
thus imbibes, receives, and experimentally proves, the 
grace of the Saviour, " shall never thirst." He^hall 
find a rest of soul which he never found before ; a 
tranquillity of conscience which he would not part 
with for a world ; a calm contentment which mere 
professors do not attain ; a holy sati^ction, a lively 
hope, and a heavenly joy, which strangers intermeddle 
not witli. 

See, then, the vast importance of experimental re- 
ligion, the religion of the Gospel wrought in the 
heart ! Here it must be received, or its satisfying 
effects will not be felt : here it must be cherished, or 
its tranquillizing influence will not be enjoyed. This' 
*^ living water, this grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
80 excellent iii its itature, so divine in its origin, so 
firee in its communication, must not be contemplated 
at a distance, or regarded with cold speculation \ it 
must become a vital principle in tiie soul ; it must be 
imbibed by faith in tiie heart, or all is dark and dead, 
tbe spirit is not quickened, and it ren^ains without 
energy, without Comfort, and without hope. 

V. It is CONSTANT in its supplies. 
*' The water that I shall give him shall be in him;" 
BOt only near him, not merely accessible to h&n, but 
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4n him. To this we may apply the words of Solo-^ 
0)on : ^^ A good man is satisfied from himself* ;'' no( 
from his own inherent native goodness; be has none ; 
but his enjoyment is from Christ, who dwells in his 
heart by ftiith and love; and from the anointing 
of the Spirit of Christ, which resteth on him, ana 
abideth in him, producing heavenly tempers and sa« 
crc^d satisfaction. The grand secret of experimental 
religion is expluaed by the Apostie: ^^ I am crucified 
with Christ, nenrertheless I live; yet not I, but 
Christ liveth in me ; and the life which I now live 
in the flesh, I live by the £Eiith oi the Son of Oodg 
ivho loved me, and gave himself for me f*'' 

— " Shall be in him a tvell of water i" a well, 
in opposition to a shallow draught ; in opposition t^ 
a. scanty stream, or a stagnant pool. — It denotes the 
plentiful efiiision of Divine influence ; the large abun-** 
fiance, the continued freshnesss, the glorious suffi- 
-ciency of the grace of the Saviour. And what a 
consolation is l^is ! What encoura^ment and sup* 
port is it adapted to afibrd ! Believing, we may 
well rejoice ; for though in ourselves we are nothing 
in Christ we have all : and Christ is in us, the well* 
spring of life, and purity, and peace : by the ageni^ 
,of the blessed Spirit, he is formed in our hearts the 
hope of glory. 

Let us, then, not be the enemies of ourselves bjf 
undervaluing what the Xxird has 4oQe for us ; or by 
ii^tly esteeming what he has provided and given to 
^s. Let us take heed, that we dishonour not the 
Saviour, by disregarding the influences of his Spirit ; 
sx by neglecting to seek» and refusing to receive, the 
riches of his grace» * 

VI. It is ACTIVE in its operations* 
, /* A well of wat^r springing,--*^j^2E»riif|f//f|f kA"— 

* Prov. xiv. li, t IGW* it SP* . 
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The word, in the eniginal, su^sts the idea of con^ 
stant motion, of lively vigorous action : apd truly, the 
grace of Christ is not given to be dull 'tod dormant 
m the soul ; it should operate, and produce beneficial 
effects. Hence it is explicitly stated ; " The king- 
dom of God is righteousness, and peace, and joy in 
the Holy Ghost." " The fruit of the Spirit is," not 
indolence and selfishness, but ^^ love, joy, peace, Iong« 
suffering, gentleness, goodness, fidelity, meekness, 
• temperance." The obligation of the bdiev^ is clearly 
this : to add unto his *^ faith, virtue ; and to virtue^ 
knowledge ; and to knowledge, temperance $ and to 
temperance, patience; and to patience, godliness; and 
to godliness, brotherly-kindness ; and to broth^ly* 
kindness, charity." 

In harmony with this statement of practical results, 
are the words of our blessed Lord : " He that be- 
iieveth on me, as the Scripture hath said ; out of his 
belly shall flow rivers of living water*." This living 
water, as a vital principle, is first in hin> ; then, active 
In its operation, it proceeds from him : it is diffused 
abroad for the benefit of the world, and for the 
quickening, the comforting, and the sanctifying of 
the church. Again our Lord teaches, that *♦ a good 
man, out of the good treasure of his heart, bringeth 
forth good things f."* His goodness, you perceive, 
is not exclusively his own, or confined within his owq 
breast : bringing forth good things, must denote, thit 
the grace of the Saviour sanctifies bis temper, purifies 
his conversation, regulates his practice, spiritualities 
his whole deportment, and stimulates to benevolofit 
fcnd useful exeitions : so that this man lives ** not 
unto himself;" he looks not ** on, his own things** 
only, but also ** on the things of others ;" and he 
labours to promote the benefit of all around him. 
May this be our constant and diligent care, to 

♦ 'Mn vii; d8, t Matt, xu, 9$, 
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evince the posseBsion of grace by its gemiinle fruit; 
and to demonstrate the active energy of Divine in- 
fluence, by its relative and practical effects ! — Lastly, 

VII. It is eternally glorious in its result :^^ 
* * springing up into everlasting /i/e. "— This is the com- 
pletion of the whole ; and here is a fulness, a rich- 
ness in the expression, which no comment can im* 
prove : ^^ the water that I shall give him, shall be in 
him a well of water, springing up into everlasting 
life/' Its vigour is not always alike ; its flow is not 
uniformly copious and beneficial : but it id never 
entirely dried up, and it infallibly terminates in an 
Ocean of blessedness. ^^ If we suffer with Christ," 
the promise is, that ^* we shall also be glorified to^ 
gether." Glory is the sure termination of grace, and 
heaven is the certain home of the Christian. ^^ I am 
come," mys Jesus, ^^ that ye might have life, and that 
ye might have it more abundantly." 

Everlasting life ! How shall we speak of what we 
know so little ? Enough is revealed to excite out* 
gratefiil admiration, imd to attract our ardent affec- 
tions and desires : but much, very much, is con- 
cealed, till ^' this corruptible Qhall put on incorrup- 
tion, and Uiis mortal shall put on^ immortality." In 
the mean time, ^^ Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of man, the things 
which God liatfi prepared for them that love him :'^ 
this we know, they are worthy of God to give, and 
constitute ^ a &r more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory." 

By way>of IMPEOVEMENT, we inquire, 
1. What think you of &is " living water?'* Some, 
it is probable, are ignorant and careless about it : 
you hear of its worth and efficacy, but you- treat it 
with indifference. And have you no conviction of 
the guilt and danger of this temper ? Does it never 
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occur to you, that the grace of the Saviour, which 
you slight, is worthy of opposite regard ? Conscience 
testifies ag^nst you, charges you with egre^ous folly i 
and warns you, that if you perish in neghgence and 
«in, your condemnation will be just, and your doom 
tremendous. 

Bear in mind : the period is not distant, when, 
if you persist in trifling with the grace of Christ, you 
will desire it in vain. Time is short : eternity is at 
hand : and all its solemn realities will soon open on 
your view. Then, careless sinner, it will be with 
you, ^- as when a thirsty man dreameth, and behold 
he drinketh ; but he awaketh, and behold he is faint, 
and his soul hath appetite*." How melancholy 
the condition of that man who sunk fi*om the easQ 
and affluence of life into the torments of hell ! He 
eaw '* Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in bis bosom. 
And. he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy 
on me ; and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip 
of his finger in water, and cool my tongue : for I ani 
tormented in this flame f." It seemed a smalt 
request; but you know the result : it was not granted. 
Neither will your thirst of happiness in a future worlds 
be gratified, if the way of happiness^ made known to 
you in this world, be refused. Not a drop of this 
'' living water" can be obtained beyond the grave. 
Here it is that the Gospd is preached, and that its 
blessings are afiectionately urged : reject them, and 
you are undone : embrace them, and you are blessed 
for ever. '^ Behold ! ^low is the acpispted time : 
behold ! now is the day of salvation.'' 

S. But all are not ignorant and careless : in some, 
there is the dawn of desire^ the be^qningof /A/r^if fot 
fhis living water ;" and you are ready to adopt the 
reply of this female to the words of the text : ^^ Giv€( 
me tius water, that I thirst not, neither come hither 

♦ Js^. joh. a . t Luke xtI t4^. . 
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•to draw.'' You feel your spiritual necessity ; yoti 
discover the great Source of supply ; you long to par- 
take of the grace which is in Christ, to taste of the re-r 
Ireshing streams that flow from this Fountain. Cherish 
the desire by all means. It is a token for good. 
Come to the Saviour, however many and urgent your 
"wants, however large the wishes of your heart: spread 
ull your requests at his feet, and plead with him 
thus : ^^ Blessed Jesus ! hast thou not given me this 
desire, and wilt thou disappoint it ? Wilt thou not 
glorify thine own character, and thine own w6rk, and 
exalt the riches of thine own grace? Shall I thirst 
for thy salvation in vain? No ! Thy word of pro- 
mise will ilbt permit it : thy tears of pity fotbid it : thy 
wounds, and groans, and blood, convince|meof the com- 
passion of thine heart, and assure me of thy readiness 
Co save and to bless/' 

Come to Jesus with such sentiments as these, and 
you will fbd relief : plead with him, in a spirit of 
humble faith and holy importunity, and you will cer- 
tainly prevail. 

3. Some have drunk of this " living water ;" you 
have ^^ tasted that the Lord is gracious." And what 
IS incumbent on you ? 

O be thankful I The liveliest gratitude become^ 
you, for the distinguishing love and kindness of God 
your Saviour. Let this gratitude be expressed ; not 
in words of praise,, and a jdausible profesuon merely : 
but in the warm affection of your nearts, and by th6 
cheerful obedience of your lives. 

Rememb^ also, your constant need of Christ ; and 
daily renew your application to bim. The refresh- 
ment you have found will not suffice for future days. 
The stream that flowed to the Israelites in the desert; 
attended them in all their removes : they still 
^' drank of the rock that followed them : and that 
rock, was^' an instructive emblem of ^* Christ.*' Now 
this^ believers; is precisely your privilege : the grace 
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<tf the Saviour, inexhaustible in its fulAessi, aad pre^ 
M0t in its supplies, is ever accessible; and, in all your 
journey through the wilderness, invites your most 
frequeat appbcation. Draw near, enoooraged by 
javaluaUle promises, which give energy to faith, and 
ensure success to hope. 

But keep in mind, that on you rest pecuUar oUi* 
gations to seek the salvation of others. When the 
eyes of Hagar were opened, ^* and. siie saw a well of 
^ater," she not only went and took a supply for 
herself; but she gave \A her child, and he also drank^ 
— »And are you. refreshed with this ^^ living water Y^ 
Poiget not the condition of your £eimilies and of your 
friends. Are not their necessities similar to your 
iwn? And does not the affection you feel pracnpt 
jfOtt to seek tbar happiness ? Wlmt can we think 
of that parent, that husband, that master, whose 
only eare is for himself, and who seems content, that 
bis nearest connexions should perish in ignorance 
and sin ?-— JRemember also, that your nei^bonra 
around you, and the world at large, are all in urgent 
need of this '' living water ;'' and are you not aiding 
its universal diffusion ? Surely, it is at once your 
duty and your honour to do so. '^ Be ready to dis^ 
tribute, willing to communicate" of this inestimable 
good. ^ It may be dispensed to others, without impo* 
verishingyourselves ; ra^r you hereby become en- 
ridied The blessings of grace, in Chnst Jesus, are 
a fountain; and the wider its streams are diffused, 
the deeper they become : while the fountain itsdf 
femaias inexhaustible, ever idsing, and '' spring? 
i]^ into everlastiqg life^ '* 
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THE LIGHT OF TRUTH. 



PSALM cxix. 130. 
The entrance of thy words giveth light. 

MlAN is not what he originally was : created in 
the image of his Maker, the resemblance is gone i 
knowledge is lost in i^orance, and holiness is sunk 
in depravity ai^ guilt In reflecting on our present 
3tate and charactear^ we have much cause of grief and. 
shame ; for, wiith all our external advantages, we are 
stiiangdy unacquainted witli what is right, prone to 
evil, and ayerse to good : ^^ having the understand**, 
ing darkened, being alienated from the life of God,. 
through the igpcH'ance that is in us, because of the. 
blindness of the heart '^ 

But there is a remedy exactly meeting the dis« 
case of fallen jn[ian : there is life for the ** dead in 
trespasses in sins ;" there is ^' light for them that sit 
in darkness, and in the region and shadow of death." 
—7%^ entrance of , thy ivords giveth light. 

Were any of us in a state of natural blindness, 
deprived of sight, lost to all the beauties of creation, 
and to. the numberless advantages of vision; how 
welcome would be the ne^'s of light ? How cheering 
the thought that the power of enjoying it might be 
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attained ! But here is liglit for the mind ; the light 
of truth and grace beaming on the heart, and diffusing 
its benign influence through all the foculties of the 
soul ! It is a subject on which we may speculate ; 
but let us d^ire.tp feel it: let us, pray that our 
knowledge of it may be personal and experimental. 

The text implies — that, the words of God are a 
LIGHT — that there are hindrances to the a]>* 
HissiQN of this light into the heart — that these ob- 
structions 'ma Y BE REMOVED— attd that when re- 
moved, the most beneficial effects are pro- 
duced^ and must follow. 

I. The words of God are a lig|it. 

No effect can rise higher than its cause, and no^ 
thing can hnpart what it does not possess ; that 
which gives light on its entrance into the human 
heart, must* be light, or at least have the property 
of communicating light. Thus David speaks: ^^ Thy 
word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.'* 
Solomon ako : ^' For the commandment is a kmp, 
and the law is light ; and the reproofs of instruction 
are the way of life." The Apostle Paul mentions 
with emphasis, ^* the light of the glorious gospel of 
Christ;*' and Petier, referring to the same revelatidir 
of ttuth, and grace, and love, calls it '^ a light that 
shineth in a dark place, whereunto we do well that 
we take heed." 

But the words of God are not a light within us, 
but without us ; a visible and external benefit. The 
sun in the firmament diffuses its beams, it shines 
abroad, but has no power of giving sight ; a man 
who is born blind, or who has lost the faculty of 
seeing, is strictly in darkness, notwithstanding the 
existence of day. In like manner, the holy Scriptures^ 
are a light, a light from Heaven : they spread the 
most essential knowledge, and are adapted to pro- 
duce the most beneficial effects; but multitudes are> 
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not savingly benefited by tbem : their minds are 
still dark^ and their hearts remain impenitent and 
ooholy. 

It deserves to be very carefully considered whether 

k may not be thus widi some of you. When the 

holy Scriptures are read, and when these sacred 

tniUis are dispensed in the preaching of the Gospel, 

light is diffiised ; but it does not follow, as a thing oif 

eourse, that you receive the light, or that its saving 

and transforming efficacy is felt It is a serious 

thing, in any case, to be in a state of spiritual 

4arkniess; but to remain in such a condition, and 

to prefer it in the midst of evangelical mercies, id 

criminal and dangerous in the extreme ! The guilt 

of Tyre and Sidon did not equal that of Chorazia 

and Bethsaida, because of the preaching of our 

blessed Lord, and the miracles which confirmed the 

truth of his mission ' and doctrines : so nether does 

the guilt of heathen. nations resemble yours by many 

degreeJB. Elevated in privileges, your obligationt 

bear an exact proportion ; and tremendous is the 

woe denounced against the despisers and rejecters 

of the Gospel. ^^ This is the condemnation" thd 

heaviest aggravation of guilt, the surest cause of 

punishment, and the bitterest ingredient of misery^ 

^^ that light is come into the world, and men love 

darkness rather than light because their deeds are 

evil*." 

IL Something HiNDEBS the admission of this 
tight into the heart. 

The text speaks of ^' the entrance" of the wwds 
df God in such a way as supposes that in every case 
they have not entered. The fact is, that multitudei^ 
are not only destitute of light, but there is in the 
heart a strong barrier against it: men oppose it^ 
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as our Lord himself obs^Ttes, who perfectly under- 
stood the stifc^ecti '^£yery one that doeth eyil, hateth 
the light, neither cometh to the lights lest his deeds 
shonld be reproved*. **^ 

HcxMae we learn what this barrier against the word 
of God is; what hindecs Jts admission, or operates 
to exclude it from, the heart.— ^Principally it is sin / 
die power of sio^ and the love of sin: these. are 
opposed to every . dictate of heaveniy truth, and 
counteract its salutary effects. '^ Thy word hkv« 
I hid in my heart,: that I might not sin against thee;" 
hot' whese sin prevails it excludes' the word, wA 
thus its domSnion is easily maintained. > It is the 
sentimail; of decided piefy : ^^ Thy Mnord :is verjp 
ftore, therefore thy servant loveth it."^ But sds uvl* 
converted man cannot adopt this aentioi>^« he voKf 
ntteit the. words with hi^ lipcE^rbiitihe mqans.lhem not 
m his Jiesrt;. The loi^jof 'siii oanr iieverfconsist witfar 
the:lover<of troth in its purity : . wfaaldref is pretended 
etiprofested^ where sin reigns Divine.- truth has no 
place in the ^siocef e • afiectiiMi of ^be bcaiL . 

The influaioe of the wJarM also ib mxfriandly tor 
the recc^ticHi of the troth.-r-In ho^ niany . tmhafipy 
instances it fills tbd qiindi and closes, every avenue 
to the 'heart! The: intecests^of the wodd aud of 
gentiine rd%ion are contrary to each other ; the 
claims of the world and of Godajdeopitoiite: ^^ IS 
any man love the world, the love of the Father is 
not in him. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.** 
Some are depressed with the cares and anx&ties of 
the world ; others are elated with its fascinating 
smiles ; not a few are occupied in the eager search 
of its precarious comforts; while multitiicies iuso 
amused with its empty promise, and deluded, witit 
its fallacious prospects. This being the case, what is 
the treatment of Divine truth ? Appeal to your osoi 
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ei^peifi^e i the ux>r,ld tfe^ipUi^s tl^e tiu;ie which you 
OMgbtfpgive to the readiqg of die Scriptures : the 
wprld intrQde9 the (qoment you atte^npt to nieditat^^ 
fM^d .fixes ail uiu;onquerable dislike to the exercise i 
apd yvk^ you hear th^ Opspel, where are your 
thoughts ? Wliere are the affections of your heart? 
Are they not after the worlds and like the fpol's 
eve wandering to the ends of the earth ? Much of 
t^ wed of the .kingdorp ji^^lls apdong '^ tb<^riis :" in 
to^ci^^.it enters no^i <^r. enters <tP t^o g(>K)d purppse^ 
for it 3^ -^ choired w^th. the cares, . and riches, and 
^iUfures rof Jifei apd Ji^rtfigs fprtb ^o f(*u}t to per-' 
fiction." . ' 

l/fik^fi^ Is i^ilpth^r iharrier aj^ainst the wprd of 
Gpd^.airery ^rfpid^ble obstruction to it^ jentranc^ 
ipi the bi9^t«— It xpbs fhe Bible af it3 divinity, 
iflrip^ Jyt ofits g^pcy, rpduces it jto the ndere.t^imony 
of IP90, and ,p4k}t a " 4:upfl|pgly devised .foWe.'* 
^^ateyeitj |lie Xord l^afeh spoj^en (hat opppse^cpnrupt 
inclinations, that condemns sel£isb ^d sipfuipa^ons, 
infidelity repels it, denies its authority, and refuses 
wtgecj^9n. Thus it is that und^ r the baneful in- 
4uifni:^|Qf ^^ .an evil heart of unbelief/' mqltitMdes 
^^rejeiot the pounsel of Ood a^gainst themselves:'^ 
aipydwh^ they 4o this, what Can jbe e^pf^cted but 
t^t itb^ remajn in darkness atul delu&ipn^^ud perish 
ydthpy^t knp^wiedige and without bpper 
, ^e n[if^,add^ ih^prejtfdice is anotbei' obstructioa 
p(,fi"^jf 49Pgerpi\s i>ature.---jThis is sure to exist 
^here^n prev,aUs| whefe the world reigns, and where 
t4i(4^1|^f hplds dominipp. The be^rt, , governed by 
j^ese deadly ^vils, .i? fruitful \n pbj^^jtions against 
^picied truth : it . f^wnot epd^^re the wprd which 
Cypposes ji|;s ; 3:Usts, which strikes at the ippt of its 
depraved propensities^ and wh^ch bre^.ks dpwn its 
.^ielfi*ightepus pri^de. Pr^udice^ indeed, is founded 
^n ^de^^ ,and is fpstered by its in;$uence : the pride 
pf imaginary goodness > the pride of human n^erit; 

TOI.* IT. IK 
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tbe pride of intellect and of reason. All this is the 
nurse of prejudice, and concurs in the exclusion 
of the humbling doctrine of the cross : it rises against 
*' the glorious Gospel, -' and repels it from the heart: 
but why? — because this Gospel is a message of so- 
vereign mercy, and proclaims salvation to fallen 
man by grace alone. 

It would be easy to enumerate other fatal irnpe-* 
dimerits to scriptural truth, but these are sufficieht: 
they are such as most generally prevail; and if we 
appeal honestly to ourselves, we shall find that, more 
or l^s, they have been detrimental to us. Eadi 
barrier is not of equal strength in every individual 
io&tance ; yet . one or another, if not all unitedly, 
excludes the truth of God from the unrenewed heart: 
and our personal experience confirms the glooniry 
fact, that w^ are involved in darkness, tiiat we 
wiftiider in mistake, and are sunk in mdst dangerous 
delusion, till the Lord tbe Spirit give us li^it-*-* 
This leads us to remark, 

III. That tbe hindrances which oppose the light 
of truth MAY BE removed: and' heoce^the tjctt 
speaks of ** the entrance** of the words t)f God. 

Now Divine Truth may be said' to enter the heart, 
when it is rightly understoood, cordially believed, 
carefuUy retained, and practically applied : in other 
words, the testimony of God has ^^ entrance** when 
the mind perceives its true mining, when the will 
bows to its high authority, when the affections are 
atti*acted by its^ beauty and ' delight in its propriety, 
when the whole soul feels its inestimable worth, and 
yields to its transforming; efficacy. As it is chiefly 
by unbelief and sin that heavenly truth is rejected, 
so it is by faith and love that it is reeeived : and 
when received, it becomes ari abiding principle 
in the soul; it dwells in tiie heart '* ncUy in tfl 
wisdom." 
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• • Btit how 19 this effected ? By whom and in what 
Way is this change* produced? The Apostle answers 
the queistion in the most explicit manner i ^^ Godi 
who^ommanded the light to shine out of darkness^ 
haU> shined m our hearts*. Observe the expression : 
not only hath he shined around us by the word of 
bis Gospel, but in our hearts by tlie light of his 
Spirit; and this Spirit apfdies the truth with almighty 
ettergy. By his agency the word becomes efl^tual 
in mem that believe, ^ so tliat every obstacle is 
removed, every barrier subdued, and that important 
declaration; acoomptished ; '^ The Lord shall send 
^lie rod of thy strength out of Zion : rule thou in th# 
midst of thine enemies^ Thy people shall be willing 
4o the day of thy powerf:'' — '* Not by might, nor 
by power, but by mjf Spirit, saith the Lord;^" 

We iiaive a pleasiog illustration of the fieict we are 
now stating, in the dase of Lydia« She was an indus- 
trious femide, of good moral character, and one who 
** worshipped God:" it was, however, withmucbdark- 
ness^ af^d with litde benefit, until it is affirmed con- 
tceTDiog her, " whose heart the Lord opened%.'' Now 
hefe is the opening of the heart asserted : and the 
; great Agent who effects it revealed. The Lord the 
-Spirit iu:complishes the work s and no sooner is it 
'dooei tbaa the words of truth and grace find '* en- 
^trance :" hence, it is said of this person, that when 
her^ heart was opened, '' she attended unto the things 
which w^e spoken by Paul." Previous to tlus 
change, she attended to external duty : she heard reli- 
•poQSidisdourses, and was not, perhaps, unhnpi^essed 
-Lv tiie voice and manner of the speaker : but now Oie 
things spoken engrossedher attention : these appeared 
of the first magnitude, and deeply interested every 
feeling of her soul, 

*Let the Divine Author of this change not b0 

♦ S Cor. iv. A 
t Jf$4 ex. 2, 8 ; Zccli* iv. 6. t AcU xvi. 14^ 
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foi^ottea. Means are good, and are dtligratiy 4Q be 
used; but means alone never (q>ened Ibe he^i^ 
never converted a fianner from the eiTdr of his wajf^ 
never brought a soul to God. The >Aisciples heMrd 
Jesus on the most scriptural trudis, but bl Utfelt 
purpose till it is said, *^ Then opened he tkeir iiiiider«* 
standing, that they might understand theScnptotes*:,** 
The Apostles spread in all directioiis, 'V|Nrea^ii<g 
the Lord Jesus;" but it was only when /' the iumd 
of the Lord was with them/' that is, whaa Diviiit 
Agency sanctioned the efibrt, and iieavenly i^umea 
accompanied the message, tbatt ^^ a great wmber -be^ 
lieved, and turned unto the Lordf /' Those trmth 
gelical labourers were fully convincsd id dds &cl^ 
and never arrc^te anything to themselves : '^ Who ie 
Paul, and who is ApoUos, but ministeis by whom y6 
'believed, even as the Lord gave to every man? Lliave 
planted, Apolli^ tvatered, but Ood ^nfc tiieinagreaoe. 
So, then, neither is he that plantem any tUbg, ncr 
he that watereth, but God that ^veth the inofeasei};-'' 
See that effects are traced to their li^ cwise. 
Have you felt the energy of tittth, and been i^evived 
by its heavetdy Ught? Rentember who it is tlutt 
hath made you to differ, and that you have 4iQtiiiii|g 
but what you have received : and if so, not unto jMMir* 
selves, but unto him who hath loved you^ and doito 
so much for you, be nil the praise. You iaay m^^ 
with confidence and gratitude, '' fiy thegmeeof God^ 
I am what I anu**" . ^ 

IV. When obstacles are removed, and fhawetftd 
of truth enten;, the most bbitsficial btfxots am 
produced. 

** Wb^n pace it enters tot the mind. 
It spreads such light abroUd; 
The ineanest. souls institactiflik find, . » 

And jraise their thoughts to God/' 

i» Luke xxxT. 45. t Actft 3d. t»)/21. 1 1 Cor. ifi. 6— 7. 
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But no coqiqieDt can improve, though it may il- 
l^gtr^te, the language of Inspiration : ^^ the entrance 
Qf tjiiy words giyeth i^ht ; it givetb understanding to 
the simple." 

As ikeady observed^ until the entrance of the word^ 
nl} is dark and comfortless in the soul; all is error 
nod ntost^ke, both in principle and in practice : but 
^km it gains admission, ** the day dawns, and the 
^vrfltar ariaciB in the heart ;'' then " the true light 
shui^th/' and gradually its beams gather strength : 
it ^^ sbinen more And more unto the perfect day. 

Numeraiis are the advantages attending the en- 
tFince of the word of truth.*--! t gives us thq right 
fcpOwledgQ of oursebes. It teaches us that we are 
wm^n:i ^t we fell in our first parents, and came 
into Iho Iforld tht^ subjects of guilt i^nd/^ the children 
frf ^(^vflth ;" li^at He have by peisdnal transgression 
«xfie^ingly au^fnented our guilt, grievously disho«- 
9mirod God, broken his holy law, and incurred his' 
ffS^tiaous displeasure. There may be a general 
assent to this truth where the mind is not enlightened; 
iwit it. IP iKvt cordiaUy believed, it is not fdt as it 
ought to b^ felt^ it has not the humbling and self- 
llha^ing influence which it is adapted to yielc^ until 
ttie word has entrance in the heart. 

It imp%rts also the true knowledge of God.rr-Jn 
h\$ Hghl we aei^ light; acid tearh his name best from 
his ow^ neiYt^latiod of i):. Here we are instructed in 
the re}i^9fifi( whicli Qod bears to us, particulariy as 
4mi;< FaAhrr^ our Goivernor, and our Judge. This 
htepaed irof4 le^s m to correct views of the nature 
and hWMT^ .of the Di<yine Pedeetions ; that the 
Most. High ^ juM, as well as good ; righteous, as 
:i«^iusi meGci£^; infinitely holy, as well as ^racious^ 
(BDddl m§dy to f^rgi^f . Our GQd -^ will in no wise clear 
tJsie.giittt;'^ witi»out ^a^ for trana- 

gro^Mkiy j^il^nmd; iaA .e^cto^ security to the rights 
of his govenoiifiRt ^nd ithe glory of his character. 
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These sentimente a man may admit as matters of 
mere speculatioh, while destitute of the Spirit; but 
they are cordially approved and firmly b^lieved^ only 
when the light of truth enters the heart. 

In the same way we learn the knov^ledge of Jesus 
CArwif :-.— and what is to be compared with this? 
What so essential to our present peace and evefo 
lasting happiness? The' light of truth discovers- 
most clearly the dignity of his person, as Immanuel; 
and the perfection of his work, as Mediaton This 
reveals, in* the plainest terms, his character^ as a 
Saviour; the love of his heart, the power Of bis arm, 
the efficacy of his blood, the > all-snffici^iic^ of his 
grace. Notions of these things may be acijuired 
by an attendance on outward means, but ti*e learn 
tliem effectually only by the work of the Spirit 
giving entrance to thci li^ht of truth. Thetj and not 
till then, we " lionour the Son, even as we hoaour 
the Father;" we feel that we are lost witiK)at him^ 
and that he earnestly entreats us to come unto biin 
that we may have re^t. Thus enlightened and en^ 
couraged we approach ; we trust him cheerfully, we 
love him cordially, we Pejoice in him daily, end ever 
confide in him as our ri^teousness and strengthi our 
" all apd in all,^ 

Hence we remark, that the toay cf salv/xtton by 
the cross of Christ is learnt by the entnmde of the 
;word of truth.— Our views, without this^ ftiay be 
tolerably correct; but they are' not ^impressive, not 
practical, not saving: theyincliide not the apprd^ 
bation of the heart, and the decision of the wlu^e 
soul. It is this entrance of light, by the Holy Spirit, 
which humbles our pride, which subdues seI^'righte- 
iousness, which abases, us at the footstool of Sover<Hgn 
Mercy, which makes iis willing to be featedMMtii:^ 
through a crucified Redeemer, to iaGoeptsalytftion ta 
his free gift, and to g^ve him aU the glory boA ii) 
this world and in that which is to ^ome^ 
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Being thus lifought to the Saviour, there are prac* 
tkal lessons of another kind which we are taught by 
the entrance of the light of truth. It discovers to us 
.the snares and dangers of the wilderness through 
which we pass ; it informs us of tlie enemies we have 
to encounter, and the numerous evils to which we are 
exposed : we are blind to xoan&i, of them, and perpe-* 
tually entangled by them, until the word of God enters 
the heart 

. And as the counterpart of this knowledge, it 
.teaches us how these evils may be avoided, these 
enemies, vanquished, these snares and dangers es* 
capfd. . It is an interesting inquiry* and evinces af- 
fectionate regard for the young; '^ WbereMtth shall 
a young man cleanse his way ?'' The answer is plain 
and explicit: ^* By taking heed, according to God's 
word/.' This word, entering the heart and cherbhed 
there,, will be found, most eflectual, at all periods of 
life^ to preserve from the paths of the destroyer. Im- 
bibe its principles for this purpose, and try their efli* 
cacy!: — The light of Divine Truth places sin before us 
iq the most odious colours, but holiness in the. most 
t^ttractive beauty : it makes us feel the misery of the 
one, and the felicity which attends the other : it 
abounda with the wisest direictions, the kindest cau-* 
tions, the most useful exapnples, the most |)owerful 
and enga^g motives. Surely this word is of iucaU 
culable worth, apd the spirit which applies it cannot 
be too earnestly implored 1 

Its entrance in the heart helps us to form a just 
estimate df earthly things :' it ' detects the emptiness 
and vanity of the present world, and all its concerns, 
and makes us acquainted with what is infinitely better 
-^heavenly and eternal good. What a higli opinion 
do many enterUiin of jSie riches, the honoui?, and 
tb^ {^easur^s oftirpe! They do not perhaps a yow 
this explicitly; but it is evidently the case from ttie at- 
tachment of the heart to these thin^ and theeager^ 
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ness with whidi they dre pursuecf. It id a iti^cy of 
no $maU importance to view pres06t objeeta as they 
really are, and to have the heai't we0.ned ffotn thttst; 
f^nd the entrance pf the word of God e^Ctually con^ 
tnbqtes to this. 

It assists us also to ^^ hok not at the things whieft 
are seen, but at the* thrn'gs which are not ^eea ;*^ tti 
^^ seek ^ those things which are above, wh«pe Christ 
sitteth on the right hand of God." And is it possible 
to be better ^iployed ? O that this were noore decir 
dedly the temper and practice of each ! By the glo<- 
rious Gospel, ^Mife an^d mnnortaUty are brought t6 
light;" and when this Gospel is reeeited in tot^, 
when it dwells in the heart by faiA, " life antJ ito*^ 
piortality" are desired wkh ardour, and nieietness fdf 
the enjoyment of theni i# sought; ^ith diligetice* 

Indeed, there is iKotlfclng whieh properly comes m-r 
der the idea of ** light*' but whfich the entrance of DJHf 
vine Xruth' diiftised in the heart. Its entrance expeU 
errori it subdues sin, it restoares prace ttnd order, it 
pomotes holiness and joy. Its enftrance is al:Way$ 
iicccmipamed with special gra(», and grace produd^ 
consolation, it is the earnest of glory, the {rolttde of 
lieavenin all its splendoqr atld supreme! felicity. Atid 
if the introduction of tliis word be attend^ with 
Ikuch r^ults, what most its resiiiefice impart, wbdi^ 
ft dwells in the soul, in the complete acccrnipUsbr 

me^'of all tb4fe it; conta'iii?? What must hfavcn 

' f ^ There knowledge grow* without decjiy, , 
^^Bd Ipve shfjl qever diet** 

** There shall be rto night tb^re j a»d they neett 
no candle, neither light oi the sun; ior the Lord giveth 
them ligliti aqd they sb^U reigti for ever atid eveh" 
Reliever, in Ibdt happy ^i^orld ddubts aqd iears t^re 
pot kndvi^n ; medtei darkndsd and discotrragefaietti^ 
0%^ ; ^* Thy §u|? shall ne^mere go?bwrt, nfeJ^Sicit *i;ft 
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toy thcxm nnitl whfi hv itedf ^ far die LorA sdnll be tbine 
i^yeriudzkg l^M:, ittid (lie days of tbf moaniuig shal} 
bei ended*." 

From Idle wbole» leam, ' 

]. The vdue of the BibU. 

TVe have spobeii ef it as a ^^ }igbt"'^a )%ht pro** 
ceediog.from '^ the Father of ligbto, with whom there 
is nor TariabieDes6» nor shadoMr of UinMng." And 
tvhat" must have been the condition of the world if 
this heavenlij' Idght haxi not afypeared? Darkness 
would have covered the earth, and gross darkness th0 
people* Nature is a V9ry partial instructor; de- 
praved reason is ai blind giride ; and the devices of 
asn, ignorant of the Hcrfy Scriptures, tend only to 
Bewiideraod to destroy. Thank God ! we live in a kiidf 
ii fiifates, and in a ^y when their worth i$ under^* 
itood and fdt We live in times* when tfae avowed 
friends of this sacred vdunse aire mnltiplied, and when 
(be most laudable efforts are employed to make it 
knenrn. In these scertions msky we ail cheerfully 
eoncari*, and may tb^ be crowned with mom abun^ 
dant success ( May the li^ of revealed Truthf 
iUwoane the world, \baX all nations may feel its salu^ 
taiy ^fibcts, atid n^oice iti its inestimable blessing \ 
. Blit wb^ we thus prayv let ua take heed that our owni 
estimatidn of this blessed book pitivei^ that our pray**^ 
ers are sincere Ldt a practical regard lo its dictates 
evince its reception in oor o^n he^irts. Let^ ^en^ 
aiatenc^ appear betMreqn our profesnon and practke^ 
by .talcmg this word for our ^id^ and dtdving fcm% 
it our coQifort and suppott-^'^^^fam, 

SL The necMsity of the work of tiie ffofy Spirit, 
. It is: this which l^vca '' entiMtte'' id the i^oida ot 
Gnd in the hearty and without thls^^ the S«ripbmes dra 
retUI ^ bfwrd tp Uttfe pmrpoie. Theft^tis tocr 
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obvious, that Hiany wfaorare in the fireqnent habit of 
reading the Bible and pf hearing the Gospel, are yet 
sitting in darkness and in the shiulow of death: '^ By 
their fruits ye shall know them/' The ignorance and 
carnality of great numbers, their conformity to the 
world, their sellishness add sordidness of disposition, 
notwithstanding an attendance from year to year on 
relij^s worship, are sufficient proof that something 
inore is requisile than mere observance of outward 
means : *^ Mar<vel not that I say unto you, Ve must 
be born again ;" and this change b produced only by 
the Spirit of the living God« 

What then ought to be the practical eflict of this 
sentiment? If the agency of the Divine Spirit is es^ 
sential to the opening of the heart, and the entrance 
of the truth, what is your duty, under this conviction?. 
Certainly, that you implore earnestly the promised 
p(L Sink in your own esteem, but nse to God, and 
beseech bim to exert in you the energy of his grace. 
I^amenti deeply lament, the evils which luive exduded 
the light of Heaven from your hearts; but rejoice that 

JOD.^ve been apprised of the fact before it be too 
it(&, that there is a remedy, and that ttib remedy is at 
band. The promise iapplies particularly to the influ* 
ence of the Holy Spirit: *' Every one diat asketh, re- 
ceiveth ; and he that seeketh^ findeth ; and ! to him 
that knocketb, it shall be opened.^-r-Hienoe learn, . 
3f The way to become xoise unto salvation. 
1% is, not by high notions of yoiir'own sufficiency, 
nor by the most diligent application of. natural 
powt^rs ; but it. is. by holy penitence, by earnest pray- 
er, by bumble submission ' to Divine Teaching :*^ 
'' The entrance ci^ words giveth light !" We call 
you, therefore, not m^ely to an attendance on rdi- 
gioys privileges, but to regard particularly J&e state 
of your hearts and the temper of your ininds* We 
urge you to come with self-abasement to the footstool 
of ^ the Most High,' confessing your dn, and imploring 
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the grace which sanctifies and saves. ^* Good and up- 
right is the Lord ; therefore will he teach sinners m 
the way. The meek will he guide in judgment; and 
the meek will he teach his way/* And they whom he 
teaches are wisp indeed ! Entreat the God of all gracct 
for the sake of Jesus who died for sinners, that he 
would grant you his Spirit to work in yoU all his so* 
yereign and gracious pleasure. 

What might not be expected if professors of reli* 
^on were as diligjBnt in supplication, as many are in 
hearing the word ? If Divine instruction were sought, 
and its guidance submitted to in our worshipping as- 
semblies, the most happy revival would take place ; 
heavenly light would spread, and Christian love 
would abound ; our families would feel the beneficial 
eflR^cts, and all around us would be edified and im- 
proved.-^'' Let your light so shine before men, that 
ttiey may see ypur good works, and glorify your Fa- 
ther who is in heaven." 
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SERMON XVI, 



SAWTARY DISCOUMSE* 



PHOV. 3CV. 4.' 

A wholesome tongue, if a tree qf \{fe, 

N some respects, " iqaii batli oq . prig-^^eACit 
above a beast/*^ in others, be far en^oeU.. Tb^ Hq^Wi 
tality of the soul, and its capability of dappiness, 
are his chief distinction; and next to these the 
faculty of speech, the power of expressing thoughts 
by words. This power is peculiar to man; and 
that it should ever be abused is an affiscting proof 
of human degeneracy : — ^^ The tongue is a fire ; a 
world of iniquity :" — " the tongue no man can tame ; 
)t is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison." But, in 
opposition to this, ^' a wholesome tongue is a tree 
of life," 

The text is a, proverb, a wise saying, which con* 
tains much in few words. The first clause may be 
read — ^* the healing of the tongue,'' by which is 
piea^nt, words of h^wog ; or, in language still more 
divested of Hebrew peculiarity, salutary discourse 
or conversation. And this is '* a tree of life :'* the 
language is metaphorical, but instructive : it is ex- 
pressive of beneficial effects, and of these effects 
renewed and permanent. Possibly the Elusion may 



be to Afae tree of life in tlie igaiideii of Edai:: m Ihii 
wem it -suggests, that 'becoming convarsaHion oreates 
assort of pcusadise; it is aUied to Heov^en, it diffiises 
peace and love, harmony and happiness in al] jdirec* 
ftkxis. r Tins, hovtmrer, appears to be the |daia sen- 
tiiaedt of )the text-i-^lwt salutary Skcmirse is 
fnghfy (foiK^/firml*— in attempting to JUiistoate and 
inplEOVetiiia troth, '^HB ediall notioeats 'exempt 
in Jbsub CvMsT)<fe— in jaii^^iBDEfis of the Gospel 
and in j)i3icate C«n8iTi^i9^s. 



* *i^'(.^ 



. I. See kiexemplMed in Jmes CwusT* 

^^'GodiiihoaitsunditytkneSjaAdinidivers manners, 
•pake in time past^mto the fiMibors by the prophets, 
hiskfa tin ihese last days spoken unfto us by his 'Son, 
^wiMiii ihe 'hath appointed heir of all things, by whom 
also iheimarie the i^dflds." Ilw9 digoi&d his cha- 
racter, and how kind his whole deportment I A4tond 
to llis public miniMry, listen to diis social andprnsate 
contevse; 'xme spirit of 'Wisdomfand love appears in 
the whole. S ven 'bis « onemies ' were * constmined - to 
twBtify--^^^ Nermr man spake like this xobbs^.^ Onaoi 
wnte poured into his Iqps, and truth and holiness iii^ 
^ottiabiy proceeded from ithem. He <ga ve- the oleaiiest 
dkdov^Mies of ^the 'Di?tne perfections axid counsel : 
^>No'maii ibath.seen God at any time; the 'onlj 
begotten Son, who is in the bosom of tiie Father, be 
hath dedaj^ed ftilm/' * By' the wisdom a[nd authority 
of'tlns T«whier,:the Divine law was vindicated in 
ils'ipuri<7, explainod in its spirituality, and applied 
«its pov^r. A ftture sttte was explidtly tau^, 
end the unseen world Terealed, in the ' mniSstry ^ 
Him who ^^ bath .brought life and hnasortali^ to 
}ight " And espedally, to>Him we are indebted^ for 
4h^ solution of that iaiimlely important question-^ 
How^Ood may be just, amd ^yet the justifier of the 
gngoAyl The soEiswer'we haire in his own person 
^d sacrifice, in the kutotitiitiqnof himself in the 
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8iatier*s stead, in tbe perfection <tf bis obediende; imd 
the merit of bis death. ^* The good Shepherd g^ve 
life for the sheep:*' ^ he gave his life a ransom for 



manv '" 



The great object of the Son of God was the re^ 
tfemption of lost men, sfnd all that he did and said 
tended to this pobt He found the world in a de^ 
plorable state of ignorance and dc^eneracy^ but he 
came to enli^ten and to saTe« He taugbt men that 
they were sinners, but itwa» in ordi6r to engaige their 
application to himself as the only and all-sufficient 
Saviour. /He cotild say, '* The Words which Tspdak, 
they are sjnrit, and they ar^ life ;" and Us cUsciples, 
from the fullest conviction, were coostraihed to 
affirm, ^* Lord, to whom shdil we go? Thou hast 
the words of eternal life. And we believci^ and are 
sure, that thou art the Christ, tbe Son of ^e living 
God.** 

All his words v^tt wards of kealing.-^lt is true f^: 
be reproved, and sometimes with pointed 
but it was as a skilful surgeon, who' probei^' 
tering wound in order to an effectual eatt,- ^Wbd 
can read the words of Jesus wiUiout peiWving, 
that while he faithfully rebuked the proud and im« 
penitent, he affectionately enedung^^ the humble; 
he tenderly soothed the alBisted, r and comforted 
the broken-hearted. 

What a " tree of life'' was the "ttiwgue'* of the 
l^viour! His words bieathed blessibigs whe^ver 
he was; they dropped salvation; they pran^sed 
and secjared its eternal enjoyment And tbraa 
words joe with \i% they are on record in this ble^ised 
book, reirealed to our faith, and given as tb^ greiiild 
of. our hope* May we receive them *Vwith sdhrtea^ 
diness of mmd,'* and affection of hearts Majr " *he 
^ord of Christ dtvdl in us ticbly in all {wi^dtm^r 
and may its healiog efficacy be fdit, ks Iransfog^ming 
influence largely experienced ! 




] 
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JI. The text is exemplified in vikisters of the 
Gospel. 

Tliey are the servants of Christ, they speak bis 
words; and are they not wonls of healing ? Consider 
the Apostle Paul : as a Christian Minister he aflirms, 
1^ I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, for 
il is the power of God unto salvation, to every one 
tiiat believeUi." Was not his tongue '^a tree o# 
life ?'' Was not he a public blessing? He diffused 
abroad, in the> widest circles, tbe faralihg virtue of 
evangeUcal truths and could say, ^* Now thanks be 
unto God, who always causeth . us . to triun^ih in 
Clirist; and maketh manifest the savour of his knowv 
ledge by us in every place/' 

Ministers, in the present day, ntey learn of him ; for 
he learnt much from Jesus, and imbibed much of his 
spkit On them it is particularly incumbckit to 
*^ bold forth the word of life,**^ not only in the pulpit, 
but in their social converse and in their private, walk. 
All saving efficacy is in Christ ; evermore, therefore^ 
may he b^ exhibited, and his grace applied ! ^^ For 
as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness"^ for 
the cure of the afllicted Israelites, ^* even sonunt the 
Son of man be lifted up" for the salvation of a tost 
world, ''that wiiosoever believeth in him sliould 
not perish, but have eternal life/- What .avails 
any message but this, to the healing- of the souls of 
tnexii '* .We preach not oursdves, but Christ '.Jesus 
ibe Lord"'-*^'' Christ crucified ; the power of . Cod, 
<and the wisdom of God.** It has invariaMy been 
:found, that where the gkxry ef die Redeemer has been 
•eohcealed, as ^' God with us," and his sacrifice under* 
valued as ^' a ransom" for transgressors, the great 
ends of the Christian Mimstry have failed of. their 
aoeomplbfament Men have been amused, but not 
Tegenermedj they luive been flattered m.their pride, 
but not:60Bvertea from their sins. Of infinite impor* 
tan^ therefore, is the sentiment which the Apostle 
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IM Sabitiirp 3Ksc^ur$€, 

expmsied ito Ibe GabdiRii^: ^SGod i^rliid that I 
should glory, save in the cross of our Lord J[eeia 
Chrki;! anid the pious nssolution >which ho fonned, 
as a pDeachor, Mt CoriRth ; '^ jFor I detemubed not 
to koovf any thing amoi^; you, sate Jteaw Christy 
and him crucified.*' 

Great is our duty, and .«wfulT<iie jpespewbflity of 
our office. May we evtr fttl it ! and apaaking and 
adang . under the uoflueooe pf this coimotfon, our 
toi^ueiirill be a '' Aree^f life.^' It is to Mirasteis, 
tiiiat those solemn words am jappUed* - ' ^We .are onto 
God aawMtsayaur.of^lMrisity m/tbem thatareisavBdi 
and in, them that perish. 'TetherOiiei.aiMvottr.qfdeatli 
tinto death ; and to the other^ a Ji^vaur ofiifejtmtalife! 
and who is atiffiiient ior .Ibese thwflS ? *^* Pfayrfiir.us, 
^t ^' our ^sufficieoay may be of ^iod;" rtfaaitf^ine^ 
may be givea tM ta be (^miad fakbful; and tfa^t 
by continnaiice in the ,wordsc€>CbilBt» andia tiie 
dUigeot dispensatioa of histfuthy we magp ^^.tetkisaiia 
Qursdves a^ them that (hear* tis^'' 

III. Tiie text is abo ieMmpUfied An ptivafta 

£HRiaTIUl:2iS. 

.Of w)ba(t:natuie Is. the dis^oufise of audi pmaoh^ 
It ou^tioertainlyto he beitaftdal ; 'and.in d^er >to 
this. It must be eoosbteat » witii trutii^ mUki pi€ijgf^ 
tvi^ candmir, and mtfi ^wnepoknuc^ 

^< .lie oiQt one to another^" ii a preoapt of tht 
highest Aothority i aod jaUo tbe admonition^r ^^^s^pmk 
every mail the truth with his uei^binmi'^ Ii:iif 
evident, that whatever ia owttwy to mtegalfy^ miiiC 
be not only offensive to .God^ hutgrei^.ihnF^Jtir 
society. What hold have «we oi a man who. pa^OD 
deference to tralsh r. WheireabaUwei set bounds tdiliia 
oakxmay he spreads^ aaditostibie mm^iiafJie:dM^/? 
On the contrary, a.maojtf ^' tainprpUci|y and . gonUy 
finqerit^'asarits our depmdano^ ei»d jrasnuda fiuf 

♦-a^Cor* S;ia,aew • *' c^ 
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o^ofidenoe : tkene is an agreement between his inten- 
tioas «ttd hb profeisioiis : a lovefy ^bttrmony exists, 
betxtscen the ptnpose of his heart and tiie language 
oCilisilips-^iiis ^' tongue is a tree of life/* 

jPc^also should breathe in the eonirersatioit of 
Ghnstipuis.r^To this tte Apostle princifMiUy fefera 
inutile ekhortadon^-^^^ Let your speecdi be always 
withgr^eei seasoned wkh salt/* Piety la oppo* 
acid 40 'irveti^ofi and levity : it forbids all trifling 
with sacred aubjeots^ ^^ feoltsh talkbg and jesting y 
hot it^faMNMV seriousness •and spiri^iattty, a temper 
of habitual devotion (filcioveriiig itself in ^' soitfid 
speech which cannot be condemned/' How amiable 
i^tbt^andf how fraught with advantages* t Pious dis« 
QOiMe <tettcis at once to instruet, to please^ and to> 
ediiy : it pMfies oar perseiial atquiua«a«ee with the 
pb#evotf godliness, it imparts tbt sfiostf useful Imow* 
]Mj^^4tt»fi»es tile most v^ 

Sii€ piety is Hot genuine witifiodt liberdity 'and 
d«wii^ttr.~4rtiBse a«e opposedte bigotry,. t»sei^mtyof 
amrit, and bitterness of speech. Who can tell t\u^ 
mhofigiir &at has been done to^ God^ itfid the dis- 
graced wMcb has attached^ to religioe, by the harsh*" 
Mas tff SM»e of its professors^ Whereas, ineeknesa 
and gentleness, evinced bv a conversfi^on forbearing 
afeid' w^are produetive of thie aaost ^irable ^ects : 
they disano prejudice, they attract esteen^ they» 
^^omthe dootiine of Crod ouf Saviour/' 

/Add to this, -the bmevdence which ^ugbt to merit 
Hie discourse of phrist)anid.-^Tlier^'is benevolence: of 
^fyeee^BS wd9i as inaction, and fi^e occasions df its^ 
nennse are 'numerous, Is* a disciptenof Jesus cast 
mnong t^ f^ora^t ? He\#ili desir^M^struct them^ 
Are any distressed on recount ef^in? He i^ill speak 
words of healing, will talk of Jesus, will endeavour to 
enockingB^ia relieve the burdened mind, and lacom-- 
^ntlSieamcted heart Some menaredi^Y irritated: 
»ir temper is violent. To tixese'the prudent Chris- 
vox.. II. o 
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ti«ii i^ill Dot titter ^' grievous words, which, stfar op 
^ogdr ;" he remembers a good maxima and he labours 
to observe it :— '^ A soft answer tumeth away wrath." 
Where differences arisOi the benevolence of the 
Christ ian's discourse appears in its tendency to peace. 
So far as he acts and speaks consistently, he widens 
Qo breach of friendship; buttriesix) concilmtei torecon* 
ciie^ to restoreaffectioOiand to secure harmony. In all 
this, you perceive the itfil^ of what the Apostle calls 
^^ : wholesome words :'' you are convinced . of the 
truth of the text, and you see it exemplified—^' A. 
whplesome, tongue is a tree of life/' * .1 . 

. By way of imfeoveiixnt, we sl^l attempt to 
exppse the evil whidi the text implies and condenins. 

It is evident^ that if ^' a whc^esome ton^e ia a 
tree »i life," the opposite is m instrument of dei^.« 
In otho!' words, if salutary :dis<XHii^ be beneficial^ 
ttie contrary must be injurious: if the rone produce 
order and laftppinc^s, the other creates cionfusiim aiod 
wisety. 

. We offer, then, a ievt remarka on the ^ suliJeiQt of 
EVIL SPEAKING* ; and aaay the Spirit of God» 
make them, omducive to the restraint wd cure of tlM^. 
disgraceful practice ! . 

: Evil speakii^ may be defin^, speaking agfUQst 
others ii) a wrong spirit, and to their iqjui;y. 

The utterance of a /0&e^a(H9(/, is evidently of this* 
description. To allege of others ^^ things which they 
l^now not,*' and to affirm what we are convincedjs 
not true, is calupiny of the worst kind ; it is scattering 
around '^ firebirds, arrows, and death," with most 
unjustifiable |if^rity.~-To publish aisp an ill report, 
without sufiideut evidence of its truth, or merely 

- « See a good sermon on the sal^jeet» liy the Rev. Dr. Htk 
of Manchester, to which the Author is indebted for 901^9 
thoughts in the improvement of this 4fiscourse. 
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taeHtMe we have heard it, is slander of a very dan- 
geinms description. There are persons who ever 
h$a to the uncharitable side, and feel a sort of satis* 
IftCtiM' in circulating malicious ruRiours ; like those 
of whoiH' the Prophet speaks^ *^ I have heard the 
MiEttiiingof many: report, say they, and we will re- 
port it*.'* Whoever is thus situated, andsuffers fl'om 
the effects of such a spirit, may adopt the expressive 
langisrige oY the Psalfnist, — ^* My soul is among Uefas ; 
and I lie; even among them that are set on fire, even 
tbe sons of men ; whose teeth are spears and arrows, 
and their tongue a sharp sword f /' 
> But evir speaking is not Bmiled to falsehood; 
tt>«iniu^ regBird truth I'Wc^ym are guilty of the 
iiffeme, in uttering what is true oi others, when it 
leade to their disadvantage, and is spoken with di« 
iMt inteotioii to in^ute their reputation. Certainly, 
we are not prahitHied from blaming what is de- 
ia^^g of blame ; and there are cases in which the 
faMbuf^'God, the credit of religion, the caution of 
weaety, the vindici^n of ourselves j and even the 
good -of the offending party, require a statement of 
unpleasaat &cts. But these are not the considera- 
tieni which usually have weight; How comtnon is 
it'ta expose the faults of o^ers, to dwell on their in^* 
finbitieBi and to magn^ their errors, without the 
least necessity ! — ^What is frequently the talk in 
social visits i Much that is said may be true ; but 
is it not slander? The failings of absent persons 
ate disclosed with freedom, and ch*culated with 
aJiddity: these excite the smile of the company, and 
afibrd perhaps, the cjbief entertainment of the evening.' 
Is not thk evil speaking ? And are not they who 
encoura^ it, described by the Apostle as '^ tattlers 
and busy-bodies, speaking Uiings which they ought 
tiot P^^—The sin which we lament, is not con&ied to 

* Jer. » 10/ * tPs. Ivii. 4. 
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the people of the worl<l ; fe ^tt«hw t^ wfm» pr oicnni 
of religioo : ''Their 4bfoat b w opwisqiiiifibre; Wfk 
thf ir toogues Uie^ have uqed deoek; ttaf^ paiMP «f iflpt 
is under their hps, t^eir mmtb to M) ^\Csxm9%MA 
bitfemess*'" '' iVfy soul, eovi* oak . 4hw into ith^ 
3ecr€st ; unto 4beir «s4Qwblyi oiac) cliMioiir» Imt iMft 
^^ umled-" 
.Ohn^TF? ^opceim^g tlus,siu, 

^jb^qd^i^ of theh«a(|,.thQ month speniaotk; «i|cliMi 
evil^iipAP, from the evil ttmeune Qf;h^S(teftrt». bo^gatii 
forth evil things." Ti^bMestpriAPiplM^«Asl pMiiciii^ 
^ IHridi9, .?nv;y, hid^e<|, feteQtmeot^.five w» to^ilvil 
spwbiipg ; and a mm. upder the. ipftmm of «ick 
feeljingB^ i^ uHMdllipg to allow: of eoy esQiU^M]^iA 
epoVUvrt^ which 1)0 lift a 8triBiigi9« -^is utohtUoiMd 
t^per is • gr«tified by siQking jtb^ srepulotioQJof jhifi 
Qeigt^our; .aod pleased with theiiifle vjewaowhiili 
bo emertaiQs of Ma own ^iMWAMn beimagpim a iliiit 
4a W9«s him^elf^ bycaliHiuiialiog.lfooseji&ouljh^ 
LMfe.t^elqpwinft he k^contiitt^iUy fliitteihKaJ^^ 

of o^^^mih, t» drai^ off the publii!: fioaiiasdk^m 
I^ 0)K9,cage.or«nclMi)ibtrda« ! Basely » ifwMi haro 
w^gnoupd to.|hiolrw,aUi.af tlMtrima's heactfibivim 
^ery QQciaw)!^ 16 dispoMd to think and toi spaakitbe 
ijfK^rs.t of others^ 
. S. It vi<^t^athe{4aioe8i</iq^/«.qf ttei^ 

WM i* ^^ Ninth Commandment I '' Thfrn-skali 
Qot b^ar fftlse witness agamst.thyinaighboiir^.;*' ani 
yff'iKk t^jaj^ee both the Old andtheKewTestaaMnl^ 
'' ThoM shdltnotjmse a falae Wfostf" ^' Thau shdt 
not go MP and denvn aa. a laterjbi^m' aoMing tiiaipeo^ 
plfei'' '^ Thou sbaU^ low the Lord thy* Ood^ wskh aft 
Iby heai^ aiKl thy imghbotir as Ihyselft*'' But wte 



* Exod. XX. le. 
t Exod. xxiii^ 1, ; ,te%* im* 1^.; Btitt jm;ii. S7— 39« 
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oMdatiuBy and iodlulfein evil fpeaJdng r When the 

Psaltnist inqnkrea^ ^* Lord, who shall abide in thy 

tabernacle ? Who shall dwell in thy holy hill T The 

reply i^^ ^' He thlit backbitetfa not with his tongue, 

nor doth evil to his neighbour, nor taketh up a re^ 

proach against his neighbour*/' Paul admonishes, 

^* Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and cla<* 

moar, and evil speakii^, be put aivay from you, ^itb 

all nmlice." Peter exhorts, '' lasf aside all nmlice^ 

and. all guile, and hypooristes, and envies, and evil 

speaktdga." And James urges thia explicit precept^ 

^ %)eaii notevil oneof another, bnetbren." But es^ 

pectaHy bear in mind that most adnnndde rule of 

#qpaty given by the S»viour himself : ^^ All things 

whatsoever ye would that men should do to you^ do ye 

et^n 80 to tbem^ for thia is the law and the prophetsf;'' 

Who wouM wish to have his own ibolts exposed to 

the wcnrld, to*bave Us charatter aerutioized, and the 

worst coQttraction put on his conduct? Then what 

we do not wish for ovirselves^ let us take heed not to 

3. It is directly opposed to the Example of Chriit 
Wfae» did he slander ? When took he pleasure in 
dlicloaing the infimritics of those about him ? Nd* 
thing liw more tvitiote from his temper and. practice 
f^ When be wai^ reviled^ be reviled not again : when 
h0 suffered, he thueafened not, bnt committed him^ 
aelf tb Idai tfiat jadgefth r^ttonsly/' See him 
mmdst Bit enemies, witfi what meekness '' he eni- 
dnred &m danitrttdietton of sinners against himself 1^ 
And even in the< hands of bis murderers, what did he 
aay ? ** Father^ forgive them ; for they know not 
whaeibey do.'" Afa ! how untike ane many Christians 
to the Saviotii9, id this lovely feature of his character. 
Bac white y^ laanent our imperfections, let us dili- 
^entfy oppose them^ let us labour to conquer them^ 

♦ P«. wr; 1—a; t Matt vu. 12,. 
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let us *' learh of Him who was meek and lowly ill 
heart/' and who ^^ hath left us an example that we 
should follow bis steps/' 

4. It is utterly inconsistent with C/iristian Love^^ 

It was a saying of the ancient heathen, and particu^ 

larly of Julian the Apostate to bis courtiers, ^^ See 

how these Christians love one another !" Would to 

God that more of this affection now prevailed ! The 

obligation to the duty^ and its propriety as a mark of 

discipleship, are unalterably the same^. *^ A new: 

commandment^" says the Saviour,, ** I give unto you, 

that ye love one another ; as I have loved you, that 

ye also love one another." *^ By this shall all men 

know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one 

to another.'* " Let brotherly love continue." — But 

how is Christian affection to be evidenced ? Certainly 

not by calumny and detraction : " Love worketh no 

ill to his neighbour." *^ Charity suffereth long, and 

is kind : it tmnketh no evil : it believeth all things, 

hopeth all things, endureth all things." How benign 

the influence of such a principle when it appears in 

its genuine effects 1 

The relation which subsists among the disciples of 
Jesus should ever v be remembered. ^' All ye are 
brethren.'^ And shall bretliren be at variance with each 
other ^ ^^ In this the children of God are manifiest^ 
and the children of the devil : .whosoever doth not 
righteousness is not of God, neither he that loveth 
not his brother." ^' If any man say, I love G^odf and 
hateth his brother, he is a liar ; for he that love& not 
his brother whom he hath seen, how can He love 
God whom he hath not seen ?" ''If therefore any man 
among you seem to be religious, and bridleth not his 
tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man's reli* 
'giou is vain." — Is ther« not. Christians, a peculiar 
energy in such exhortations as these ? '' Love as bre- 
thren : be pitiful, be courteous." " Put on, as the 
elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies. 
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kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness/ Icmij-suf*^ 
fering; forbearing one ^another, and forgiving one 
another, if any man have a quarrel against any : evenp 
as Christ forgave you, so also do ye/' ** Above all 
things, have fervent charity among yourselves ; for 
charity shall cover a multitude of sins." 

To conclude— Are v^e guilty of €vil speaking? 
Then let us humble ourselves deeply before the Loi^» 
and resolve by his. grace to reform, as well as to re* 
pent. Let us,, with David,. ^^ set a watch before ther 
door of our lips ;" and '^ take heed to our ways, thai; 
we offend not witli our tongue/' ' If the reputation of 
any has been injured* by our resentment or impru- 
dance, certainly it becomes us to make all the repa- 
ration in our power ; to confess our fault, if such 
confession can tend in the least to repair the mischief 
we have done ; and to vindicate the charactei: which 
we have carelessly or maliciously attacked. And 
hencefortli, as becometh persons professing godliness, 
'^ let no corrupt communication proceed out of our 
mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, 
that it may minister grace unto the hearers." 

But have we suffered by evil speaking? — Perhaps 
real faults have been reported to our disadvantage : 
then let us learn to correct them ; and in humble pe- 
nitence, imploring the forgiveness of God through 
Jesus Christ, we shall derive the highest benefit even 
from what we regret. Or possibly crimes of which 
we are imioceat, have been charged upon us. In ei- 
ther case, we must not avenge ourselves : " Vengeance 
is mme ; I wilt repay, saith the Lord." Our wisdom 
is to appeal from the injustice of men, to the righ- 
teous tribunal of God, and ^' in patience to possess 
our souls," However reviled, let us *' commit our 
way unto the Lord/' and in due time *^ he shall bring 
forth our righteousness as the light, and our judg- 
ment as the noon-day." It was a wise resolution of 
Plato, a heathen philosopher, when told of some ca- 

/ 
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kmmy i#uMt hii»*^^^ I will ao Uve^ aa tUat no {ler* 
100 ahaubelieve them.'* Let us make t& aentiineiit 
our owD) and prtcticallj observe it Thus ^* in tfim* 
plicity and godly sincenty we aball have oor conver- 
saliQP in the world ;" and with *'wdl doing shaU put 
to silence the ignoraooe of foolish meo.*'*^" Fidally 
whatsoever thmgs are true, whatsoever things are 
Ixmest, whatsoever things are juet, whatsoever things 
are pure, whatsoever niiogs are lovely, whatsoever 
things are of good repar% if th^re be any virtue, and 
U there be any praise, think on these diic^/' 
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SERMON XVIL 



TffE TEN LEPERS CLEANSED. 



LyxE xvu. 1 7. 

^mj /(^^m answering iaid, Were Here not ten 
cleansed ? but where are the nine ? 

, X H^ miracles of Jesus^ Christ west many, and are 
recorded for our instrucUoiL Tbeji teath us the 
f^^pi^tt^ pf his hearti and the^ power of his arm. 
They crafiriq the fact, tbak '^ ho we^t al^ut doidg 
gpod;** that heiMt th(9 tendarest pity for the afflictecC 
was ever ready $o f^ord }m aid»' aiid to administer 

relipf. 

Bu^,the ackoowledgm^ats h^ recmved W&tem6(t 
f^scawdii^l to the b^neots he c^mfwr^d ;<~fcr from it ! 
4«i afiectmig proof of the &wth of ibiar retaEiark w6 
]Mive jnt tbfi verses coaoocijed wtth^ tho text They 
wo hi^y instl^otiiFe ; and aM.ttdapted M once to 
Dvpouragp, :to kmM^ (or stlktolat^ and to i^pr ovei 
Wo rmi thua £com the dieveoth venie : '^ And it 
ewne tqt pmsi as'ho wei>!t to Joninaicin, tbtt he passed 
thrQ9|f» ftbo tni^ of Samaria' and Gi^Uee. And^ 
aa ho.oMered into a ceiptaio viUagey there^ met him 
ten meki that were lepers, which stood afar, off : and 
^Wfyltfifcd^ Ibeir voiees^' «ad said^ Jesoa iMaster, 
InmwuKy Ob Us« And whm be aatw tieA,' he said 
note tb«ii^> Go^ shew yoaiaalviM unto tbd fffiestti 



fiOfi The ten Lepers cleansed. 

And it came to pass, that as they went» they were 
cleansed. And one of them, when he saw that he 
was healed, turned back, and with a loud voice glo- 
rified God. And fell down on his face, at his feet, 

Jiving him \)plMk» ; and he was a Samaritan. And 
esus answering, said, Were there not ten cleansed ? 
but where are the nine f There are not found that 
returned to give glory to God, save this stranger. 
And he said unto him, Arise, go thy way ; thy faith 
hath made thee whole." 

In this narrative, we observe, — the affliction 
of these men, — their application to Jesus Christ, 
— the FAVOUR they received from him, — the grate- 
ful RETURN of one of their number, — and the 
particular NOTICE which the Saviour took of 
this return. 



I* The AFFLICTION of these men :• — they were 
^* lepers," and *^ ten" of them were tpeethen 

Our Lord, in his way to Jerusalem, " passed 
through the midst of Samaria and Galilee." The 
Samaritans had shewn him very pointed disrespect : 
they had refused him the common rites of hospi^ity : 
but never do we find the blessed Jesus returning evil 
fot evil^— always ' the reverse ! He fkv6urea this 
people^ therefore, with a friendly visit, and bestowed, 
in the vicinity of their city, a signal benefit : *\ ais-be 
entered into a certain' village, there met*him' tea men 
that were lepers.'' This was their unhiippy conclitidn, 
the a£Bicti6n under which they laboured': they were 
^e subjects of a loathsome disease, in consequeiftce 
of which' they were ceremonially- ^^ uaeleaif," w^re 
excluded from the M^agogue^ deblu-red fMti BOdely, 
and deiprived of a variety of civil and ' rel%ious ad*^ 
vantages. ..!..''"••. •;.:(; "it /i •: 

But how was it that these ^/ ten? persons usere 
together? P^haps they had heard' that.Jesds was 
passing that way, alld had jcome to the place in order 
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to wait for b\m and to solicit relief. Or probably 
their affliction ^as the reason: of their fdlowship;* 
for though shut out from sodetf they were not for* 
bidden to associate wUli each ether, and they would 
naturally feel an inclkiation to social intercourse. It 
is well known that persons in affliction love to meet 
with those who suffer in the same way: there is a 
soothing influence in sympathy* a sort of melancholy 
relief arising from the converse of those who are ex« 
ercised with similar trials. 

And this applies in a moral view. — Transgressors 
love the company of each other : men addicted to 
the same vices, and labouring under the same dis- 
ease of soul, readily find each other out ; and they 
associate together: the depravity of their temper,. 
their vicious taste, and corrupt habits are the wretched 
attractive which they feel, and the cement of their: 
unhallowed uiiioo. — Good men. bIso, men of piety and 
prayer, love not to be separated, nor is there any 
reason why solitude should be preferred. . lliought 
scattered among strangers, they soon become ac- 
quainted with one another: their £uth and hope. 
determine their character : their love to the Saviour, 
and especially their resemblance to him in the spirit 
they maintain and the practice they observe, shew 
that tiie}^ are his discifdes ; and hence their Christian 
communion : they meet for the purpose of religious 
wqr^p; they mingle tlieir devotional feelings, and 
have pleasure in advancing each oth£r*s encourage-; 
ment, edification, and comfort.^— But to return to the 
narrative: here were '^ ten men" suffering under the 
disease of lejM^ty, and these men were associated 
together,— Observe, 

■' ■ ' * 
H Their application to Jesus Christ: they 

'^ stood afar off; and they lifted up their voices, and 

0aid» Jesus, Master, have mercy on us." 
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1. Their o^pUkaatfont iqppeart ta ham been mumii^^ 
fn^to* /'^dUi' felt the same afflil^ien^ wd all ifi&e 
mnAwBiw mmHtr ndwf. Mippf i^ocdd it be if 
nhen in geiierel were ceATiQced of the ^teihper ^ 
the 8oal, and were dkposed^ with one acaord, ttf seifk 
the salvttkm whioh the Goepel reconittieddtf! What 
might not be expected froin<0ueh eoneuitienee a6 AI9 
ia the work erf prayer ! What showers of btefi»ilig» 
would soon descend en our cbarobiea and ow fatiiilies 
in answer to supplication unaniitKilis as the rei^MM 
df tiiese lepers ! 

2. It was earnest :^^^ they lifted iif> tiieir fMces,'' 
in token of the fbiting of febeir minds, and aa ex-^ 
preesi ve of the iervom of tiieil* beaifs; Hwrn- #ai^ mt 
cold indifference and careless fonnali^ i lliaf Mf 
^ir wan^ and were determined, if posini^fQioilliaw 

*upply. 

And thus it odgbfcto be v^m'm prefer tb&$t 
for blessings of a sphriCiiai imvspt aifd of eternal ami^ 
aeqisence. The elevation of the vottoe isi of Hoto 
moment : on most occasions, silence is iiMir64>eeWilUfi[ 
but tibe heart most be al^ed; the spirit Miiit be 
etigaged ; the tool must: be ardent and aenuw) hi 
Reading with the Meat Hi^. f » has juM^beM 
ivmarked^"' Cotdt^ ipWf^st* onijr beigs B^^fuiiAf wfl 
«0 ivotider tiMUt m hw^ our putMot^^ reaeb hiNtfefl^ 
ifbm they fieeae iipei» cmr fifhs." 

9. Ifewas'a]iOtAttiiift(^.^H»^ 
mei^ : tbiey '^ stMd tbr oC Iipimb et^med tiMk 
as lepers^ tb^ shouht be sepmrete^ £nim ethets,^ Ink 
' Aer^ was probably aiiMliet< reasen feribii diniMN^ 

^ a'seMeofmorol^ffiemeiit, aeonftotMHvofdee^ 

worthiness, on which account they deess^ IkilMcrliref 
uniit to come near the holy Son of God . And surslyy 
liotlei^ uiiwerAy are we I Not lesr pelliiled in ^i^ry 
psirt, and^ depMred> m evet^ pbww of^ Hie tmi \ l^t 
us in prayer be ittipeMRniat»> bitt-ltte ths'ptiblisit^ 
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mai UkeitlMW lipew,/vnmu0tbehiimble: ^^ itaxMn 

Tlieip;lKuniUlj JB^im inarltec|» and moBt strfbin^ 
applueiity ia>thd firm af petkbo wbieb (|iey adopts 
'^ Jems, Masjtnr, havewtr^qr on us.'' ^Here it iioimog 
dielBlB^ to hiflivihQm ti|8y addvesB : all is teik/to M» 
kulttite iviidtMn and boundless .{lity. Hodii^ ^w 
wbattthogr .mntedi, kat mwKj was tiiiat Ibsy ^im-^ 
flomd ; andi they lflaw;k willi tbe Lufd ;Kesus toAeMP 
Usioiaicyiinthia oira .wagr* 

Aqd so shonUi me^ tui }t}ie pelitiqm we pmsaat 
taiGtfid. Nothing flOf iU!fi»Eomes.a»;as to piBscribe 
IliiAbo JUaM|[^tgr. jEbok^Ii^ tbatim^am allowed t» 
xmkbknamn (mr^tsmfaetisbiftupg^ 
gbing. iSMfioknt, th^tiifeamencoQiaged toplaik^ 
tlM {irovu^cai'OniWliicb laiif jfiiitb aaidf AtofM' flrty r 
qnl iluniag cione tiiis/kl ua^ q«MAy wait Itar tM 
aalMluK;of IteflMrak:^ )tt oa oapfidb lo^tlie^dblK^ 
•^^ ibid.gBacii laf^ii c»«iiantiv|Gk^ 

'^cannot, do balte than /ri6t! jtbof/tfrnb aadmawaH 
^4M|i SilqKoblasiiB^ ito: bimi wbo^ bwitoaas it^ ^we 
atondl «t iil^po-aimiistailihivitbioiir (Aa^ictfer fitf 
«i|fiildatsilvi^ titan lafip^ Iq nbe iwmyefla»tt of 
Ito fikmour^^>iwl ' sdbm^ ito ikf tam^'m kw^^ 
IpaittlodislayiiibCtfiemp 

Vilai, :1toirilwi]dbfeiMiiiiB9t cry; 'tbis> atraiMed -M^ 
•timtioil*. ' And :«^ faa xcrd, nboar '^id he ^feel^K 
iimjqtt;«^^ttBlBd ida beart: i^^^af ao^ m»fl 
ywaiatfirtttt aftfosia : qsnviiBd { bia teademslv dmtaKiir 
l^idirioalaiHly to^^Dmad- thatfiiiriRisa, ba S«:49d>4iiw 
dfltacnriMationj, o£thair BekM:-»^^ba aaki 
Ctoyifbdw yaiwselaas untatto poQili.'' 
.rButtiiby:lhU;diBKetionl )U wpsfaftljpftoafi' la^ 
apect to Ibeir office,^ ^^d jn omifoirniity to the Levi* 
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tinl law, which reqaired that lepers should be ex* 
amined by the prieats, in order that they noi^t as- 
certain the core and .publicly attest it*. Was it not 
i»Uo in* compassion to the souls of this order of men ? 
Witnessing. the cure of ten lepers without any visible 
cause of cure, without the application of any exter- 
nal nmuasy would they not be led . to inquire — who 
hatb done this? And was not tbe circumstance lifcely 
to excite their attentioii to Jesus, to convince tiiem of 
his Divine power and goodness, and to bring them to 
bim in humble pemtqaee, ^th, :ami prayer ? j > . 

But the compassionate Saviour meant more iban he 
said by this direction' to the lepers : his intention was; 
that as they went they sfaojuld be healed. He did not 
express this in so many words ; and no doubt there* 
serve was made for the trial of their 'ftitl^* andiasa 
lest o£ their obedieirco: they, however, complield; 
tb0y believed his power-; they : were persuaded 4lJiis 
grac^ and:wei»'notdiAppoiiitedc'^i>andit^oamdta /|« 
pas%^ that as tiiey went they iwene deailsed." > i < 
' How instructive: is thisiin relation ^toiii^^ HM* 
ii^s. ! It isiuot the maihlier of Jesus Ohlisft tadis- 
(pujrageihumble supi^aiitS) or to disappoint the hbpa 
of Wteurbeiarted f^nitents. We assert >thki ti-utbi 
with peculiar pleasure ; and prodiitii tha^tte^iMcis^fifli 
sentiment more reviving in its nature, and on which 
you may depend with moie impUeit>ooiifidenice,l<Ban 
d)i3— *' Him tbatcometh unto Tn&Iwilliiiiiowi86<!&st 
out." Make the trial : approach ^Ibe' Sdvioui^ : tmrt 
in him : comply with his direction^ «nd he will accoai*> 
plkh your largest hopes; : he will exceed your h%li^t 
expectations ! There maybe difficulties in the- way ; 
discouragements may arise from yourselves, andmay 
be presented by others : but suffer tiot your minds to 
dwell on discoXiragements and difficulties. 'Look«tq 
thft word of Christ, yidd compliance witii.thisi and 

* Lev, xiii, and xiv. 
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you shajl.piove the,tenderaes8 of hislov^^ the con- 
stancy of bis fidelity and care. Let the disease of 
ihe souLbe )ey^r; ^ inveterate^ and, in your apfure- 
hension, ipcurable ; know, that the grace of Christ 
i3|Suffi^^ien,t tp cleanse, the power of the Eedeemer 
is effectyal to sav^^! ^' All power is given unto him 
in heaven and on. earth." He is ^^ able to do exceed- 
injg abundantly above all th^ t . we ask or tliink/' — 
Obsme, . , 

• • . . ._ . ■ . « 

ly. The ejRATEFOi* retuen of one of ^he le- 

^.It i^ a painful fact, that npe out of ten made no 

return.' ,They. were cleansed of leprosy, and with tkis 

were content : here is no ac^ovi'iledgaient of the Sa- 

yiouTt 96 &aQJkigivmg tp ; their X)wine Bene^U>r. 

^ A 3oliiary indiyiaual, bdwe^f r, was ' better ds* 

ppsejdr^ence we rqad', ^^ and one of th«n,* wii^he 

saw; .th[at, he was h^ed,, tHni^4 back, and; wiu a 

|oud .vol oe ^prified God. I And^&U down on )j^ race 

iat his feci^' ^ving l^im thsaiks| an^ he was a Sana- 

ritan."', Being a SfLwantap, |ie appeared the east 

likely to be thus affected : An privileges be was iai be» 

]bw the i^y^ hut was much superior in disposiuoa 

of hj^wt. We adore th^ sovereignty of Gc^ inser 

Meeting the obJ.eQts gf hi^ mercy, and in dispensng 

the blessings pf . his grace ; and nmy remark, th£t in 

^pr'pbsery^nqe of characters, and of the result re- 

j^kious convictions, ; we are frequfsntly disappointed 

irimere we loo|^$d for the most^ and are plefisogly 

Ratified where we ex^ect^d the least. The sen^ent 

IS at once epco^ui^^g aqd alarming, " Thefe are 

last that shall l)e first, and tbei^e are first ^at ^aljl 

;In the gratitude of this Samaritan^ observe hc^ 
pTA^ptness and warmth with which it was ei(pr$s9<d, 
and the ' devotion with which it was attended : .10 
sooner did he perceiye that hp was hpaledi than ^'hp 
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tarfied bade, aad whb a k>tid mce glorified God;'^ 
Hefiee4et us team, that Whatever we enjoy in answi^ 
ti> prayer, &beisld be aeknewledgMf jo liVdy prai^ i 
Aone Abdut trs also should l^ wi&eaMS of our grati-r 
tode, ki order that m thtm the same ieelii^ina^ be 
awakened, and encoaTag^ment. revived, ^'i vrai^d 
patientfy for the Lord," s(ays the P?altttlsrt, ** and he 
mclined unto me; and heard Qi5r cry. fle broud^t 
file ap ako out of a horrible pit, out of the imry 
cky, and set niy feet upon a rock, and estabUsf^ied 
my ^ags. And he hath ptil! a new sdng la my m6iltb^ 
even praise unto our GopI/' And m^i^t did he adt^^-^ 
pate as the result? ' |f^haf effect did* he idtoe his ctx- 
perienee wonld pfdduce^ oii others? ^^Many^hall 
se<it, and fear, and ^fttrtist In the ILcffrf^ 



Oift heir, in what iVc^, t|id' fltis iinm jg!o{^ Crpd? 
It Vas by^ homage t6 'Je^s; fFM^ ' is diiflnc^ff ^enr 





^ begotten of the' Rafter, firH ^i ^ 

**The 'brightness pf W gTory, SrH tftjb f^J^p^^ 
ma* of his person:'' ■ iLirt 'to*- imitate tlii'a hi^mtlj^ 
♦i^btpper. Let us ^orJfy'GorfW ad<M^ gfan^fii^d 
te Ms Son, and by cheenu! i^\mi%^\i\^gxxiii^^ 
lieir. It is enjoined, ^^ l!!iat all nieji ^oma ^P<^\^ 
ftejtm, even as they fionour the 5?athir;^* ana \^ 
*etid we withhcAd it? Wliy eibonW we $enegBgeit^^ 
yW^git? This honour mjuist be due Jo* hraiwfet 
te» ^ God tjiairffest in i^e flesh j*^ and ^ ivho 'k iiv^v 
Alt, Odd Messed for ever/* * ^' 

lB(s cleansed leper, you^ perceive. w|ia hot c^i$i€^ 
miMAij^singutarififr though dd^ie in hisretuT]^ 
to Christ, )ie was pot in]t^mi(]|at^'d. Au,d surely ther^ 
«« cases iit' wMch sipgotar^ty. .« not odlr aflo^i^blft 
Mh^hfy commendable^. ' Was it not w# ^fpr %s^t 
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to be singular in Sodom, and' for Noah at the time of 
flie dduge ? Some, of you may live in ungodly fami- 
lies : you may have to pass many of your days with 
careless and Wicked creatures ; but is it wrong foi* 
you to dissent from their spirit and practice ? Is it 
not your honour to be better than the profane and ir- 
reli^oiis ? Doubtless you will be better than they : 
3^ou will be decided and consistent, in such degree as 
Divjne grace has renewed your heart and enlightened 
yt)ur mind. Imbibing heavenly principles, atid living 
under their influence, you >vill not be swayed by the 
multitude, but by conscience ; you will not be go- 
verned by the bad^ example of transgressors, but by 
love to the Saviolir, and by a conviction of obliga* 
tiorito him. Lastly, observe, 

V. The PARTiCiTLAR NOTICE wbich was taken 
of this'teturn: " Jesus answering said. Were there 
not ten cleansed ? but wHerfe are the nine ? 

Speaking after the manner of nnien, the Saviour was 
surprised and grieved ; and* well *e*iilight: His mu- 
nificence h large; hi§ benefits are abundiaht and free ; 
but, ah ! • the poor, the * sdanty acknowledgments' 
whicH he receives from' i^nful nicn 5 " Where are 
the nine? There are not found that returned to give' 
glory to God, save this stranger P 

And mark the honour vfrhich our Lord puts on thiii 
stranger : '" He said' unto him. Arise, go thy way ; 
thy faith hath made thee whcrfe.'*' The nine' had faith 
to befcleansdd of their leprosy, but this was all : the 
ifciin* whose heart Was* thankful -was 'made whole in a 
better ^nse : his faith ' appears to have been of a 
higher character, and availed to the ftavinjg of his 
fiToul: ' Wfe Vnay venture t6 concludfe, that, returning 
with grfcteful emotions foi^ a temporar favbur, he was 
made partaker of spiritual salvation ; he " received the 
forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them that 
aire' sanctified by faith'' inf the Lord J^sus. 

VOL. II. p 
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Xst it be i^ineinbered» foith ia the flprace nrhich, 
above all othera, booours Christ ; and which meetft 
with bi^ most frequent ahd explicit coaunendatiQn. 
And no wonder; for it ]» reliance on his truth, and 
eonfidence in his compassion ; itia lookiog out of our* 
sehresi to tbeall-suiScieiicy of his power and lave; it 
is that ^a^e of the Spirit which receiver salvatioaaa 
a free gift^ sod which ascribes to Him who bestowa 
It all the glory. 

And ir our ftitii booow Christ, he will certainly 
boQOur us* He distinguished this believer by aa 
avowed approbation of his spirit and conduct, and 
doubtless by future expressions of ^ceptance and fei-. 
vour. We may rest assured^ that no man losea fa^ 
grateful attachment to the Savioar, or even by the sen 
crifices which faith may require him to make. So hr 
6*om sustaioiGi; any loss> he gains an immense ad- 
vanti^s^ — be secures an eternal recompense. The 
disciples said, ^' Ix^, we have, left dl, and ioUowed 
thee.'' Jesus repUedi '^ Voily I say unto y^u^ 
There ia no man tiiat biytb le|i house, or parents,, os, 
bretbreo>, er wift^ or chitdmn,! for the kingdom o£ 
God's sake» wh^ shaU not repeive manifold more ini 
this present time^ and m the world to come life averf 
lasting*" 

Let us return to tfaaLord Jeans^ Impressed with 
^ sense of great obligfition, let iia gjnre himrthaoks, 
^nd yield: om^lvesr to bis servicck Making this suiw 
T)ender» howUlaqmber us among hiaoim ; faawUL 
preserve us fo^ himself; be wiU g|iide us ia esary« 
diffieulty, guard us in evecy dai^i) succoucus. in. 
every adversity^ and at leng^ iweiva us to. his baSciN 
venly rest. Y es. ; to all his believipg peoph^ tOr Mcbi . 
oi Ins humble* follower^ ha. williaddresj^ thaaniqiatr 
ing welcome^ '' WeU done,, good, atid fuOjAA ser- 
vant^ enter thou intA'the^Qy o£ tbjf i»Qr4" 

But this sublet admks^ of dMsr MmuejkvoM^ 
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t0«ifNbWe^'aBdkMpiK)¥9s ft-tenipapof ingratitude, 
horn fttbittk QOQb of u« are Mempt 

WeareaU the'reeeiveiB of mB.nyt mercies;^ but are 
wctall«tbiadafal? Fatonw iimiimeraUe ave beatowafi 
Qaru»9 but ii4afeWtllo^S?GfrwbiGbth^ produce? la 
U ^M aaatHnmt,oi (Mr hMrt&, '^ What thaii vf& 
itedeif outer the Lmyi for all bift beaefits?" And is a 
irieato of BMad) goodnessf espreBaad' by retunubg ta' 
^ve gloify to G^y and by scriptupid homi^ to th^ 
Saviour? In ntttobdricaS* ioatance^^^ we fear tbaa it not 
throaaK* Met>artf ^' untbadUi^ and evil ;>'' the haarts 
oC aBuitkudes ate dok^ arid- inseosible ; aoiercieB do not« 
iiek;*tfaie^levi^.kimkfe»of the Lord doeanot bbov» 
te^ asjT §rfei*eii»b aadp afiMtieaate returK 'the pra* 
vaittag staptdity oi sinftii oreatures wanrabts the 
pfedoibl appfehanlsibBii that scaittely m$ in ten ia aliva' 
to the banefhi hopeil|oy8t or vises ie aobiowladga tbe» 
GUwr' of aU hbaoBimtSv 

But seme harvia received* disiit^uished favours', tf 
Mb cteanaedr ifoan kproi^^i some of^ you* have beeii« 
naied ^niitt' siekiiriw. Diaabkd by a sudden attack, 
of ilhiesBj. dt Teduoed* by Img^iag, disease^ you ap«* 
paa^edrlcv be near the gtave ;* but sparing* mercy baa 
bdU eaelfcitedftoiiranU^do^ aod< bdakh ie restorad':' 
^4m| tlM^isysDur gratitude ? What returns are yoih. 
tMmtig to tbtfi gp!eaa Physician*? In afflie^km' you. 
itara: vwtod by your* Minister^ and by Christiiia^' 
ftittida^; tb^ prayed for yeu( aa4 oonversed* witb^ 
yM;. veto adtaidd attentive wa& impfessed ; you pro^ 
T^tAk^tfaty afMl tbej? iadulMd ther^eashag.hope that 
y^vAsM rbnoondetitofoliee^' the'World,iUve-da^ 
V4ftad^ to 6tMi^ madH be uteiiiMn tbeservice of Christ 
Bdl^i^ this Shd^ easaj AWtbeeUpcctations-wfiich 
^Mfe foad^ ckenshed' realidtd ? Gonsciaace c^ 
aasily answer, and facts confirm the verdict of this 
ilNwrd i^itniia. Wba* mean tUh cekk k»diff0renq^ 
^MMaAieas' triftili^it^8>e&rthl^i«iad^nas0> whioh, 
S«ltf^i4tol0 di^nflMtit«eviBC€af^ftdyigKM>|Tw4th vim$ 
^ «toto watflii^iitNbapif Qettor tkiap^ k-U» plaialf 
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a secondiary concern; dnd-tts duties at«T6gatdedno 
farther than, to save ap{)edi%nces with men, to wd 
their own reputation, and -to serve thei^ own secular 
interest. It is a melancholy reflection!, dmt^ bf the- 
great numbers who are recovered from deej) afflictioo 
and. resciidd from imminent danj^r, fo 'large a pro-' 
portion 'retain no just sense of obligaiion'tO'Ood, and. 
A^qstrate tlie* most reasonable hope of thekl friends !. 
We fear it iriiBly be said with ;trath--^" Were there not; 
rtrt'clea^sfed? but where are the mVj?/"' • ii *. •. 
[ Some hiive Enjoyed exalted privileges.--^ on were * 
l)orh'6f pioiis parents; you have lived -in religious » 
families';; yoti have -read the Scriptures and heard 
the Gospel from your earliest years:: etnd whatis the* 
result t^'tilieje advantages?' Alas •! in many, inany^ 
ihstanee^, '* no saving effect ^ppearaT' You w^e tailight 
the words of* prayer, and you professed to'pray ;.you : 
|)^ve joined with others in petitions v^milaf .'to tins-of 
the lepers—" Jedus, 'Master^ have mercy ;bn us ;*' .but, 
HJceliine of thesfe ten, you'hav§ foiigoU)en:your pray««T 
ers arid the mercy wfedi you sou ^t tbgetiier: youn 
^* root has bfeen as rotteniiesS) ^aiid your blossom ba8> 
^lie iip as ' dust ; becaitise you have castaway thie law r 
cff^the Lord, *and d^pis^d 'the ^word o£ theiioly! 

Ofi6 '6f Is^tel.'* What does 'this evidence, but a^ 

... . ' 

pffond'and^'iittpemtent heart, the induigenee ofdvE; 
plassions, ^aiid^ th^ prevalence of ioocrupt ptopjeaisities ? 
Anrf*' Herice? you' havfe loved .youifsins more rthah the 
Sl&VH>iii'; 'and have prefert^d the world te Grod;v It is 
nlatt^j^^f tniD^t serious^ concern, that tiiis should be- 
the-'cW^e!-' It is cause of ^painful reigret, ithat^- of' 
many Whose early advantages faavef been distingidshed)' 
s# ^tv^cdM^ but from the world, and are separate:; 
s<^>%ry'li§^ decidedly follow Jeius^ and retdrn to givo/ 
gtory <6^ Gdd; 1 ' . « v . ^ .;*., > 

f'Bilt t$i^6^jebt admonishe6 such as have more?, than; 
a^pt'dftssiiSa^* of religion ; it ^eaks to you - who have 
kKown the gi^ce of <Gbd in tnith.-^l8 your gratitude 
wthn"?^^ Are^ourreturaaofloiKe^d praise chfi^ul 
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and constant? The answer, we fear, is easily suggested. 
Think of what the Lord hath done for you ; the 
change he hath wrought, the hope he hath inspired, 
and the comfort he hath imparted ; reflect on your own 
vows, your resolutions, your solemn engagements to 
be the Lord's ^ and contrast with these your forget- 
fulness, your, negligence youv multiplied provoca- 
tions, and "say, Is no reproof merited from this of- 
fended, this compassionate Saviour ? Does no charge 
of base ingratitude rest osl^us — the best of us? Some 
sort of languid returns perhaps are made, and this 
languor, we profess to lament ; but^ in the absence of 
lively, vigorous, active praise, may it not be asked 
with astonishment and grief, " Were there not ten 
x:leansed ? but where are the ni7ie ?" 

When shall our improvement keep pace with our 
privileges ? When shall our zeal for God, our love 
to Christ, our diligence in the cause of tr^tb and 
holiness, bear some proportion to pur obligatioiis ? 
Not till thie Holy Spirit convince us effectually of sin, 
and humble us deeply for our folly ; never, till we 
are filled with compunction and covered with sham^ 
on account of our rels^pses and rebellions* ' Then kt 
us earnestly pray that these effects may be produced.; 
and let our supplications be accompainied.with sinh 
cere and persevering efforts. A true conviction of 
dependence on the grace of the Spirit of God can- 
not lead to indifference and sloth ; it must rouse to 
diligence . in tlie use of appointed means,, and. be 
friendly to the cultivation of proper feelings. * * Awake, 
thou .that sleepest, . and arise from tt)e dead; and 
Christ shall give thee light." Let us resolve to fo^ 
low him, and strength shall b^ equal, ta the day: let 
us press forward, and be .will never leave us, never 
forsake us : let us abound in afTectionate service, fand 
he will graciously, accept th(B bumble tribute^i^and st 
last will welcome us into unutterable )oy. .! ./ . :fi 
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SERMON XVIII. 



SEEKING GOD IN TROUBLE. 



JOB VKIU. 5„ 4. 

O that I knew where 1 mi^fd frii Mm f that f 
might come even to his seqt I I fvouU order mjf 
cause befere him, and fill my mouth xpfth Qr^w 
wentSm 

X His is exdusively fh» langui^ of earUi. In 
heavea, they s^k net God ; tiiey are with him^ ever 
«Gar him, a«d are bappy in the enjoyment of his un- 
intemipted ^inile. In bdl, they labour to forget hiiq : 
tiieir fruitless effort is, to shun his presence; ^ escape 
forever the notice ictf hiseye, and the power of his anii. 
And amoQg the inhabitants of ^^arth, all are not 
thus seeking Uod. jSooae have found him, have daijij 
lettowabip with him, and rejoice in the light of liis 
countenance. But the majority of men are ^norant o/ 
God, are far from him, averse to him, and ipu^ saying 
in their heart, ^' Dq^art from us ; we desire not ihp 
Imoydedge of thy ways."* The text, dier^fore, is ibp 
tentinept of a different class : it is the prayer of onp 
in affliction ; Ibe language of a child of God in daiic- 
ness and distress ; the Immble suit of a believer who 
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^'^ ^joyed brighter days^ and who ardently longdbr 
their return. 

Elipbax had spoken in the preceding chapter^ 
but his words seem not to have produced any gOod 
effect. '^ Then Job answered and said, £ven to-day 
is my complaint bitter/'^^perbapa be means the 
cause of his complaint, for he adds, ^^ my s^oke is 
heavier than my groaning \* he mourned under the 
pressure of unusu^ trials, but he uttered not half the 
anguish which he felt. The very men who under- 
took to comfort him, augmented his grief, aqd added 
to his distress : he turns, therefore, from theqn to his 
God : but here also was darkness ; his pi^esence 
seemed to be withdrawn, and scarcely any thing left 
but the pttinful recollection of past enjoyment. What 
shall he do ? He cannot live without his God ; he 
will not live without prayer. His only refuge he 
must pursue, and is resolved to search till he obtain 
success :-^^' O that I knew where I might find him ! 
that I might come even to his seat ! I would order 
iny cause before him^ and fiU my mouth with argu* 
fioentsu" 

The text is evidently the langna^ m DisT^ty cs, 
of pssia£, of FREEDOM^ and cIhofb. 

I. It is the language of painful pistancc. 

Men of no rd^ion are distant from God, but it 
gives them no concern. They live ^^ without bop?, and 
vidtbout God in the woiid,*' but have no serious regret 
on this account 

With a godly man it is otherwise : be has expe- 
rienced an important change. Once he was *'afar 00*,'* 
but is brought nogh by the blood of Christ, and by 
the renewing ii^eence of the Holy Spirit He ^^ ivias 
^tead, hot is alive ^gain ;. he was lost, but is found.'* 

And is it posaime that this man . should have to 
complain of distance ? What can occasion it ? — ^A 
hvffSm oS heavy affidddn may do it. Thus it wsis in 
the case of Jobv No other feaaon ia aati^ied, or 
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circamstance stated, which accooiits. for the peculiar 
language of the text. His afflictions were accumii- 
lated, as a thick doud which he coald not penetrate : 
the dispensations of Divine Providence were so com* 
plexund difficult, that • faith was unaUe to explore 
tbem, or hope to rise above theoi. His God, io 
reality, was not more distant ^an at other times, 
but he appeared- to be so : '^ clouds and darlmess 
were round about hiai ;" and his own imagination, 
obscured and disordered by adversity, magnified the 
distress. Hence the language which follows in this 
chapter: — " Behold, I go forward, :but he is not 
there ; and backward, but I eannot perceive, him : 
on the left hand, where he doth work, but I cannot 
l)ehold him ; he hideth himself on the right hand, 
that I cannot see him.'' 

But there is another and more serious ca^se of 
distance, though we know not that it applied to Job 
in this instance. The prophet explains it, when he 
says, ^' Your iniquities have separated between you 
and Your God, and your sins have hid his face from 
you. ' Yes, it is sin that alienates the soul from 
God ; no matter bow secret its indulgence, or bow 
trivial its guilt in the estimation of men. The righr 
teous desert of sin is distance that is real ; and its 
effect is darkness which may be felt. God is dear 
to man by his Spirit : in this way he dwells with 
man, his heart becomes ^' an habitation of God 
through the Spirit;" but, sin indulged, grieves the 
piacred Guest, and expels him from the .abode he 
loved. The. Holy Spirit cannot be reconciled to 
pride; and lust, and passicui. While we aim at 
the conquest of these, he is with us to aid the 
efibrt, and- to secure the victory; but if we turn to 
|he side of our enemies, if we persist in their en^ 
pouragement, w|iat caji w^ lopk forj^ but de^rtioq 
pqd shame? . ^ 

' W ho, that has inown what nearness to God mean^a 
fey tmuBj laipejat |be gloom of hkabsente ? Tb»W»B 
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|a()9y&inkinto a$ort of stupor^into astraogestateof ia*- 
^eqsibility; but he cannot long reipaiain this state. Tbp 
principle, of spiritual, life naust operate ;. and the Holy 
Spirit, who has been grieved by negligence. an d sin^ 
<les(;ends to work conviction, and to produce repeat 
tance. Then is felt the pain , of distance from God, 
the buifden. of a guilty conscience, the anguish of a 
wounded spirit. ; and the emphatic words of the pror 
pbet need no cooiment beyond the man's experience : 
•* Thine own wickedness shall cprrect thee, and thy 
iH^ckslidings shall reprove thee ; know therefore, anc} 
6ee> tt)at it is ^n ^vil thing and \)iiter that thou hasjt 
forsaken the Lord thy God*." 

. Thank God ! distance is not utter desertion. 
Whep the misery of the situation is felt, the dawn of 
recovery commences. The promise checks despon-? 
dency, and forbids despair : "I have seen his ways, 
and I will heal him;" and, " Unto yod that fear my 
name, shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing 
in his wings |/' — Hence, 

» » . 

11. It is the language of earnest D£$iR£. 

The man who has fallen by iniquity, or has involv^c) 
himself in darkness by negligence and folly, when 
brought to himself, begins to pray. He not merely 
utters complaint, but the desire of his soul is to 
the name of the Lord, and to the remembrance of 
|iim : — " O that I knew where I might find him !" 

And when the dispensations of Divine Providence 
are big with gloom ; when we are unable to trace 
their cau^c or to ascertain their design^ and are ready 
to conclude, ^^ all these things are against me, 
then is the same desire appropriate. It is in referr 
ence to the obscurity of Providence, that the prophet 
^peaks thus, — [" Verily thou art a God that hidest 
thyself, O God of Israel, the Saviour.'- In patience 

^ /ejr, ii. 1^. f !•• Wii. 1? ; M»l. if* % 
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he resolres to wait» and with desire to look for brq^ter 
mmifestetions : — ^ I wUl wait upon the X/>rd that 
hidetb his face from the house of Jacobs and I will 
look for himV^ 

It is one thing to be conscious of distance horn 
God, and another to be concerned to get near to him. 
It is a smell matter to feel the complaint, but not so 
to be in earnest to have it removed. Wbat andls'tt to 
know our defection from God ; that we have lost his 
& vour, bis image, the li|^t of his presence, and the 
enjoyment of communion with him ; unless we are 
brought to this earnest concern^ ^ O that I knew 
where I might find him V* 

Happy for us^ we hiive not to propose the inquiry 
in anxious uncertainty ; we know where to find the 
adorable object <tf om search : — '< God is m Christ, 
reconciling the world unto himself/' This fact is futt 
of mercy, and beams the richest encouragemait in 
the darkest seasons. As in Christ, ^^ our God b the 
God ct salvation ;'* a name most dear to aimiers^ re- 
plete with condescension and grace ; a name that is 
expressive of all that rebels want, and of all thiA can 
raise us to the dignity and happiness of sons. — God 
i^ in Ah word. Hen he reveals the perfections of his 
nature^ the covenant of his love, and, especially, the 
counsel and kindness of his heart. Read hi& . word^ 
ti^erefore, and bear i^ with the purpose and desire of 
finding God. Search the Scriptures^ for they testify 
of Him who is the Brightness of the Father^s glory, 
and the express image of his person. Here you ietoi 
the true knowledfie of the Most High, and the m ay of 
acceptance with ttim ; the attainment of his favour, 
and of conforoiitv to bim.— Grod is in the worriiip 
and ordinances ot his house. He hfith said, *' In all 
places where I record my Name ^ I will come unto 
thee, and I will bless thee." This promise is ratifi^ 
by the declaration of the Saviour, ** where two or 

• 1b. xIv. 15 ; viii, 17. 
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Aree wpt ^alhered together ki my name, there ai 
in the aiidat of tbem ^/' Come, therefore, Co 
)u>use in the iielief of (jhiB promise, land wait for its 
^lulfilment. Rett not in &e form of worship, or in the 
aembiaace of devotion ; bat aspire to Idilowship with 
ti^e Father of spkits ; saying wkfa the Psalmisti ^* My 
soul thirsteth for God, for the living God ; when 
shall I come and appear before Goo f (''•«-And sarely 
fae IS seated on the throne qf Grace ; tooA at all dmes^ 
in all places, this throne is acees^le. Daniel found 
it from the lion's den ; Jeremiah AtMn the dungeon ; 
Paul and Silas from the inner {nrisoa. ^ Out of the 
depths,'' says David, ^'have Icried untothee, O Lord.^ 
And again, ^^ From the end of the earth will I cry unto 
Ihee when my heart is overwhetmed." Who ever did 
this in vain ? Make the trial. Say not, The Lord is 
distant; how shall I approach? Whither shall I go? 
^^ Draw 01^ to God, and he will draw nigh to you :'' 
&r, behold, '^ He is nigh unto all them that call 
upon him, to all that call npon hin in truth/' 

III. It is the language of hdy rREEooH. 

From the studied effort of Job's friends to fix on 
tmn a charge of hypocrisy, and to prove that his 
eAictious were judgments for his sins, it is possible he 
might refer, in ti^e text, to the vindication of his charac- 
ter, in the way of appeal to God concerning his into- 
^ty. However this may be, his langui^ suggests 
a resolution to improve the knowledge which he sought 
to practical purposes ; to avail himself of the privilege 
^ approaching the Most High vAUti holy freed<Hn 
and humble confidence:— r** O that I knew where I 
mi^t find him, that I might come even to his seat r 
Kot his seat of judgment, but of ^race ; not of strict 
eenity, but of sovereign mercy. Job was convinced 
m fals sinMness in the sight of God, thouj^ he might 

9QiX.xx«24; M«tt.aviiL30. tP8.slii.d. 
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iviah to vindicate hi& character against the aspersiew 
.^f nien : — •" Behold, I am vile ; what shall I suiswer 
.thee ? I will lay mine hand upon oiy mouth.'* The 
fiarne* seotiment becomea us. We approach the 
" seat" of Jehovah, not to justify ourselves, but t^ 
plefad guilty \ to confess our 9ios> and in£uth and hope 
toinaplore Divine forgiveness^ 

A tr^e penitent cannot be cdatent with mere 
forms of devotion ; he is not satisfied with external 
service^ with cold-ajrid di&tant addresses to God : he 
must come '^ aveoto his seat." And what is his bu* 
' ainess there? It is stated ip the text: *^ I would 
order my cause before h1m> and £11 my moQtb with 
arguments*. '"^ 

Let ua *' go ietud do likewise." Our cause is bad, 
but not desperate; we have sinned, but we approach 
the Father of mercies;; and " we have an Advocate 
tvith the Father, Jesus Chri3t the righteouis ; and he 
is th6 propitiation for our sinsw" lu his name, there- 
fore, let da come to this Father^ " even to his seat*'' 
Let us lift up the soul and potlr out the heart before 
him ; telling him all our griefs and wants,, our teifipta- 
tions^^ triab, idfirolities, and. fears. 

The arguments which Job would use, were no 
doubt adapted to his case, and such as applied to the 
object he bad in view. ^ And let us attend to the saoie 
consideration. We must not come as the Pharisee, 
'^ God, I th9.nk thee that I am not as other men j" 
but rather as the Publican, smiting on the breast and 
saying, ** God be merciful to me, a sinner !*' W^ 
must come to the seat of the Most High, not urging 
our exemption from vices, or our attainment of vir- 
tues, or our practice of duties ; no plea of this kind 
will be admitted at ** his seat." We must draw near 
as sinners to the footstool of the God of salvation ; 
and fill our mouth with argumen|ts derived from hi|; 
word, and from the grace of his covenant. — We must 
approach/ pleading what he hims^f lutl^/ promised ; 
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^ Is it ifik iaimrittea ?' Hdfltibou npfi itbus epokM ?' 
Are not these thine own 4eclaratinn» ? '^ fist^Uifib - 
thy ^ard onto thy servant/on wjiicb thojj hii6ticaU»ed' 
me tO[h6iie." '^^ We'tnust come, pleading what h? bath' 
done, for others; -^ Our fathers truMed in tbeie ; 
tbej! .Inistedy and ' tboa di^st. deliver .ibem ; jth^ 
looked unto thee, and. w»re M^tei>ed» «nd tbek 
feces were not ashamed. What tbou, O Lord, didst 
for them, artrtfai9u liQt at^ to d^ ibr us ? sj^d iwilt 
tboit not rem^iGibie^ius. with tbe fjstvQur thoa jbeareet tQ 
thy peaple^taoil. visit w with thy salvation P^ — W» 
must . also plead what he bi^b jLhieady dpo^ ^r n^^ 
Hethatb don^.tnuchj and may iiot this b(S'. r^gaf ded: 
aa an carhostdf fome;} Jli$ $^ 13 4ot beavy^,bas 9^m' 
is Dotsb^Nrteiied^f.tbe.pity o^ bj^ beart is not in the 
least abated ; and isjiotthis.^^coi^agement.? /^' fien 
OEuisB tboa kidist been m^t. b^p^ tberefojoe 4q the 
shadow of lhy"^ngs will I^rfjoice/'-^-Abpve^^l, ^mr 
ibttst come^; pl^ding 4;be pp|r^cjtiQ^ of )b@ work 44 
the Savioiir, wad th^ i^^Pf^ Giorjf as connoctetdj 
witbfit No argument so ppwer^l ^s this, ofi.wbijcib 
so effectually secures succei^.. ' Wh^t has Jesus. don^^ 
and stiffered in behalf pf sinfidpien? Mak^ m^^" 
tion qi bis pbedienqg and ;3a/:ri^ce at the se^it id: 
the Most Hi^b, and say, " Behold,; G Cod ortr 
fibieid; and Ipok on the face of thioe A^pinted;'^ 
V For thy name's sake, O Lord, pardon n^ii>e ini" 
quity;" '* For with the Lord there is meircy, and with 
bim is pleQteQu^ redemption ." 
*. -TUhere is.no blpssing jthat we; seek in prayer, bu$. 
which is the purchase of. the Redee^:^er'8 death, and 
the fruit, of bU inter^^/ession ; , these, therefore^ M'.^, 
plead ^t*the throne of the Majesty on high. We 
draw near with this argument i^ — ' For Jlis sake. nbO 
bled and died^ whp lives and intercedes, and in wbpni. 
it h^th pleased, the Fath^ that aU fulness sbou}d: 
d-weU-r for ^ his sake,!0;Lor/d,^communicatp of that 
fialQessj and give us to receive, and grace for gracp/ 



** HMBVd to iMtf^OcMt tMt father <if oar loti /esos 
Qit^t;. Mdd bdtli ItleMed) «b «^ all ipivHatl! blen*^ 
iflgs iA^ Gfantsu" itlycMdy tbef^ «m ^ C&Hiry «nd in 
luM itt otittf Ui'\^ t36iaf»veir Thfeiirttrgei dinride*; 

Ibi^Rotiour of hit'3«d, (d eiutel, nosaiM?^^ nd 
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JV»b h»d Kttte e)ip«etttih)ii.fiN>«i>hiy Mvtbliyr Imnte: 
hiB had ^iK>ad<Sed tfafem "" miaerftlfte ^ottftiriera^'' 
aad ** (ilMsidans e^ n^ «riiMi:" Misi sommr did Ml- 
mwv tbdr flympatl^, dp pnm^ dteir refisft idU kiki 
ho^, theniftyrfe, cienti<e(i ii> ariodflff; ki-iP lM»v«ilf 
frieiKl:-^" O diat i; ktle# ^Hiat^-traSi^fyd Him f 
tbal r migbt eoMe ei«» tc^^ius'stfM-!" 

ThM ll« had hbi^ ki thi» Fi4eitid iO Arideot ftiN» 
wliat Mows at vera^ tk^ siMl^:- <* Will he plbtd^ 
^in»tfti««»it!h>htHf$«fttpbtM#?' N«^ buetowovtdi 
patf stwngth itt ibe." And iigititH v«ifte. tiM taMh>:' 
'* Hie kttbvi^th tfie iv«^ that I tttke :■ whtt^ he: hMb' 
tried me^ ( shall tome fort^ aihgdW 

it^mdflrnot be sup^pwed that; <mr pmywivm^m 
^ BMMd 0f Jehovah' 0f-ch«ige'h1s-piiif«ds«i oi«ttiai») 
Mm ifiOM i^iiid than otKevwi^ hd> wotf^ to< Jott> 
a«6t«siiti< tiMs'chapter, *< He isof oq^ mitidi audi vn^ 
can- tbm him?" Biit our prayers sttti- ()i«idii^' 
dnswer ^ii impeittot end-^th^ movi^r odirseiViB^ 
they prove that we are in' earnest ; di^ stii« tqi that 
^oaf- of the heart; and, by aiding our ebfivioiiod^of 
dBtJi-a depetadenctf, prepare usto i^eiii«v itia^ptto^^ 
<piritk-what die Lord hath pmmiMd t& bestow; 

Ble«^d' hope< of the hrnnUe beKever! '^Atetuh' 
flhor of the soul; both sone and attd^ i^ aaMtHifig 
intb ttitit* Mrithin the vail; tv'Hither thef ^«riMiltei' ist 
fcr OS entered, even'/M«ri'*--^''We' artJ^ sla\«fi* bf 
Bope/" This' Beaw^ os' up in the Aidst'of troat^k^ 
r«liev<tt m id' \h& dfeepest^ adt«nii^,' bright«i»> <*# 
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diurkMt fiCCneSy and helps aa iBSAy tbfoii^ ^ tha 
swelling of Jordan." '* Why art thou cast down^ 
O my aouli and whv art thou diaquicted withki noe? 
Hope thou m God« 

w ba^ then, is the ^^ottiid' of thia hope ? Whan we 
come to the sen of fhe MOAC Uiffb^ and order our 
cause before bisi| .and fiU our inout& with arguAieats, 
wbM il it that tmrranta thia believtog expectation, 
thia cbMring confidence* of siKCaaa? We anawer^ 
The: arguments tbamsdvca whieh he teachet u^ to^ 
UTfa; the vety saoDeconsidcmlioHs whieh be inatiuets* 
U6 to plead: aad these arO) his own word of promiii^ 
and lAiHolable faithfnlaesdii the good he hath done* 
for oAeniy al weli as for ua^; and, etfpeettlly, the com^ 
pkte aloiMflaf nt^ the aU-presraleQC infaecesfiiony of hia 
Son and our Saviour. — ^Thus let us come to '^faii&^ 
SMt .'" ncMT shall we mmm in vara. Qilr Ood will 
bott? us^ and in due time, will hdp aftr He ia '' able^ 
£(t do e»seedili^ ahnadtotly abdve aH that we ask 
or tbmk ;l" aad wm otm ^^y \m conttraed in tbe ex- 
Qrti0ft of this ability. V Ue eannot deny MiaaeU;" 
nor win \m *' disgrdtet the thrarte of Ua ^ry." 

In. ddsing theaabjet^ wie; ia^itre^ 

1. Are yoii Mo^ftnj; Gwit 

Mukitedesi it is ieaiwl,. ve not. Instead of 
^y^ '^ ^ <^^I lii>K8W wbBTB I might find hiia!'' 
thinr bMfti At least laAdgfe the scnlante^ '''Thamr 
i9 »> 6M i' bnt. if tfitmiii. O that I eould focpet 
Mm, and h«rer nobbing to do withchim !' And hot^ 
are these peraaasi ocoupaedr What: engsqfss tfaeir: 
paiauit? The^ mercal vnitus ;. the werhi, and its 
fettias4 ''tbafi wiMcb ia not bveari^'^ and ""wfaiehr 
iatisficth not." Sfacadd thia be ytmr casa, itisvcli 
tor be sfipfkad thnt certain. dfaapfMamaient asrak3^^ 
yotti There i& one: ^'Eonlam of li^^ 
onlgr Qtte; aH hmit waom *' broken? dstem^ wfaiely 
ctit bjoid. SHI water;." H vaui walk amner wurseimak 
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\irith hewing out thesfe cisterns,' whHfe the Fountain M 
forsaken, your sotJs/ roust remaih unsatisfied,- a:nd 
eventually must perii^. * Dread the condition of those 
who are living without God in the world,- as you 
would dread eternal banishment from his presence, 
and from the glory of his .powers-— But, - - 

, % Are you {Reeking God in ihe right teat) f 
' It deserves to be repeated,- •* God \i in Ch(\^' 
reconciling the world unio hiiftj^lf/* In "this vie#; 
of the Divined efaericter all/is^besuhty', all is -bar* 
mony; ** mercy and truth meet together, righteobsness' 
and peace embrace each otheti" ** Giod is iove^;^ -be 
is" just, and yet the justifier'of hirti tbititbeiJevelJ! 
in Jesijs/' Behold, therefore, " kbe Hght^of the- 
knowledge of the glory of God-in the fatee of^Jesas 
C/hri'st«- ' ^ » ' • ' i ■•' ■',. . I .; ., ''.^ f.v" ' 

Ami Christ' is present in the ordinance^* of Ws 
house, particularly in the A$tt3D]^(?r which he' hath 
instituted. * At this sacred^ feae^ the -Saviour is 
*' evidently set forth *a8^ crud^ed^3' m all the tendef- 
liess of his pity, the ardour t5f his ilove,< thfe gk)rio«l6 
plentitude of bis ^blesenngsy for.igisility/tvoitM^ mM. 
Is it wise, therefore," to slight the supper of the Lord? 
Are they acting corisiptently i^^hq turn* a\v«fy -from his 
table, while they yet profits; attachment to his 
Gospel' and hoj[>e'in his. salvation'? ^ And in all our 
sLttendadce on Diviiie ordinance^/ b^tthis our object/ 
to seek Him w^iotti our soul laviedi ^^ ^hkve ^^ Mow-* 
ship with the Father, aind with his) Bctn Jesus Cfirist/' 
This i& the way to rtijoy tru'e pleasure,- while^ at. tbe* 
same time we di^ive substantial.beitefit. - • *• 

5. Learn to avsiil: yourselves ' of liberty in ap^' 
pix)aching i to God,— f The sentimait of Job* 'you- are* 
authorised .to adopt: ^^ that I might ^omo tetseM'j0< 
his seat"-^the seat. oL mercy,* which b abcessible to 
ginnefS'thtsough. the Mediator.! Say* > also :9fifii this' 
venerable believer, •"" I know ihet my Redeenier 
liveth;'' and in. bis name draw hear;^ make -knowD- 
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ybilr requests unto God : *' order* your cause before 
hiiti, and fill your motitb ^ith arguments/' 
; From the Bible we learn what our •* cause*' is : we 
Utt taught the true state and condition of the sou); 
Here we are instructed in our wants, imd encouraged 
to indnfge the largest expectation from Him who is 
• all-sufficient to supply them. A child speaks witH 
freedbm'to his father; but the child of God addresses 
With' mdre confidence his ^* Father in heaven/' • H* 
gi^iis'his.word as thip guide of our petitions, but 
alltt^^^s tts tb tell him all that we'fe€l, to «se tio Ve-^ 
^%* to- t>e importunate with him ; and -the inor6 
feiMiefet^w^ £a*ef, tiie b^tte^'is^^^ pleased.- " Gomd 
now and let us reason together, saith the Loq] i 
put me in remembrance, and let us plead together." 
O that there were such a heart in us, to avail ourselves 
of the full liberty of prayer, and holy fellowship with 
the Most High ! 

4. Be assured oijinal success. 

This assurance may rest, and ought to rest,^ on the 
validity of the arguments we are taught to plead : 
is it possible they can fail ? particularly this, which is 
founded on the atonement and intercession of Jesus 
Christ. Did he die ? It was for our offences ; and 
he was raided again for our justification. He gave 
bis life a ransom, that he might redeem us from 
all iniquity, and reconcile us to God by his own 
blood. This is he who " liveth, stnd was dead, and 
is alive for evermore; who is even at the right 
hand of God, who also raaketh intercession for us." 
Believers, while you plead on earth, there is One, 
"the living One," who pleadeth for you in heaven; 
and " Him the Father always heareth." 

What then is your petition, and what is your re- 
quest? It shall not be denied. Your sins, which 
are many, shall be forgiven ; your persons, which are 
guilty, shall be justified ; your whole soul and spirit 
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shall be Mmetified and sai^d. AU tbis k w ceritm^ 
to every believer, as the promise of the Father rad 
the grace of the Soa can make it *^ He who hath 
begun a good work will perform it/' Who would 
iiot be a Christian ? And who does not see the high 
importaoee of drawing near to God, and living nesr 
to him in the spirit of Christ Josus ? Be this oor 
constant and diligent ca^e ! And whenever darkness 
pervades the mind, and robs us of enjoymrat, let us 
not rest content^ let us never yield to despondency, 
but arise and say» ^' O that I knew where I might find 
bim I that J might come even to his seat ! I would 
ori^r my cause before bim^ and fill my mouth wi& 

argumentft/' 
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SERMON XIX. 



A PRAYER IN THE PROSPECT OF 

DEATH. 



TnALM, xxxix. IS. 

O, spare me, that I may rec&ver strength, be/ore I 

00 hence and be no moret 

JLiilS Pfl^liQ. waf wrlttm in ftffiictioru Some heavy 
trifl^ft^ 0f:c«9iQiied a 4eep coovictioQ of human 
ixK»rtali^> wd of the fluctuation of present enjoy- 
neiit3« . 

The appropriate duty in affliction is prayer. A 
pious oaan loves the exercise : he highly estimates tho 
priyileg)9# X)avid bad intimate fellowship with his 
God« and under every pressure of grief he hastened 
to fab thrcKie, and poured out bis heart before Inm. 
Thus, at tbq fourth verse, " Lord, make me to knov 
taoiae ^, and the measure of my days, what it is ; 
ikajL J ;n^y know hoiYf frfil I am/' He proceeds in a 
variety 'Of sentiments and petitions, of which perhaps 
a foneral is the best comment, and then observes-— 
^^ Wih^n tiiou with rebukes dost correct man for ini- 
quity, thou makest his beauty to consume away hke 
a moth/\ Th^ similitude is just and. affecting. The 

as 
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body is the garment of the soul : in this garment siti 
hath lodged a '^ moth/^ which by degrees frets away 
first its beauty, then its strength, and linally the con- 
texture of all its parts. ** Surely every man is vanity." 
Again the Psalniist addresses himself to his God : 
he prays, he fries, .he w^ps^' IJ^ar-Jny prayer, O 
Lord, and give ear unto my cry ; hold not thy peace 
at my tears/' Tears have a voice which in Heaven 
is well understood: the/T^'ossess a sacred eloquence 
M'hich^ when united with the prayer of penitence and 
faitli, mustpi^vaiU. In Ihd'te*^ Wft tfi'o .iMna^— a 
P£PARTUR£ anticipated,. afidva prayer presented: 
'' O spare me, that I may recover strength, before I 
go hence and be no mor^y ~ 

I. The DEPARTURE anticipated, 
it refers clearly to the eveoit of death. And what 
ts.d<)atb.^ NotvNannihilat^on; not ceasing to exist; 
but it is ** goipgtwce," and ," Ij^ipig no more** "here. 
Thus of Enoch it is said, " He was tiot, for God 
took . him." Jacob also observes of his two sons, 
*;* Joseph is nx;t, and Simeon is' not:'** in his kpprehdt- 
'sfon, they were no longer living; but numt^ed fehh 
the- dead. And Job speaks thus, *♦ Man dietb^ »nd 
wasteth away :" this regards the body : *' yea, maa 
pveth upth^ ghost" — he breathes forth the immortal 
'spirit — " and where is he* ?'* A most solemn question ! 
^rh^ soul is the man ; and at death it is 'fixed in bliss 
or.xvoe, according to its true istate and <:haracter. • 
;* But the text suggests the idea of departure^^^ ^^ 
jng hence,'*— A traveller d^arts from aninnftt which 
*he fcas been refreshed : he pursues his journey, and 
reach* homfe. * A mariner departs from- tiiei-port at 
'which he ha^ touched : he completes his rpyage, ind 
'arrives at tfte desired haven. The application ^is ob* 
yious. A soldier departs from his place of tndnin^ 
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goes forth to conflict unU to triumph : in like manner, 
tise Christian prepares for warfare, and anticipates at. 
mice conquest and a • crown. U nder the banner of, 
the Cros^' he is safe ; led by " the Captain of Salva- 
tion>" he is confident of victory ; amidst the perils o^ 
life, and the agonies of death, he qan sing, '^ In ali 
these things we are more than qonqAjecors, througl^ 
Him that loved us." — More particularly, ' , 

- Death is going beDce from present employment.-^. 
We occupy some station in society, and have* a series 
of diities devolving on us^ according to the appoint- 
ment of Divine Providence: but soon all will be 
over! Whatever situation we fill, in whatever di- 
versity of engagements we are concerned, howevev 
busy informing plans or in executing designs, at the 
moment of dissolution ^11 is suspended and hushec} 
in silence !« Such is " the son of man— his breath 
goeth forth, he: returneth to his earth ; in that very 
day his thoughts perish/' An argument is here sug- 
gested for dispatch in secular business : '^ whatsoevej: 
thy hand fitldeth to do, do it with thy might ; loj^ 
thare is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisr 
dom in the grave whither thou goest." A motive 
also is given to regularity jn the conduct of thesp 
affairi^ : suffer them not to run into confusion^ but '^ set 
thine house in order, for thou shall die and poi live*jj^' 
and how soon, or how suddenly, none can tell. 

Death is sepiBtration from present connections. — :We 
.ail have friends, with whom we take, Sweet coy nseU 
and are united iqthe tenderest bonds of afiqction an^l 
esteem; but. the last enemy dissolves* tbisunioB; jt 
" puts lover an^. friend far from us,*' and our// ac.- 
cpiaintance intO;darkti^ss." . Gloonxy qonsideraiion, 
and painful beyond expression \ ,vferq it not for thje 
:Gospel| which ** brings life and iminprt^lity to. light ;'' 
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and which assures us of a future state wbeit beUevov 
shall not only be with JesuSy but with each other, ia 
one pure and perpetual society. Let us tiien be 
careful what kind of connexions we form, that when 
we " go hence" it may be with a ratiooal hope of 
meeting them in a better world. Let us alio endes/* 
trom* to improve our inteiy^ourse with friends, to ihh 
part advantage to them, and to derive it to ourselves ; 
then shall we have to bless God for each other to all 
eternity. 

Death is the termination of present tridb.^-^Who 
is wiliiout them ? But ere long they shall be le^ be« 
hind. '* Blessed are the dead who die in the Lotd t 
they rest from their labours ;'' from alt their toil and 
trouble, their sin and sorrow. Death is compared ts 
sleep ; and in the grave ^' the wicked cease from 
troubling, and the weary are at rest.** God forbid^ 
that after the adversities of this life, any of im should 
sink hito torment in the next \ that after the andeties 
we at present feel, we should '* go hence" tn endure 
anguish, tribulation, and wrath for ever I Let us see 
to it that we have ^' repentance toward God, and 
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ/' by whom tho curse ii 
removed, and heaven is secured. And let us i^t as 
.easy under our trials as possible ; whtte we endeavour 
to profit by them, to learn something useful, and to 
attain something good. 

Death is partmg with present privikgix^ tiie va<- 
rious means of instniction and edification wilkwhidi 
we are now fevoured. — Beyond this life, there tve 
no Bibles, no Sabbaths, no preaching of tKeGosfid, 
no meetings for prayer and spiritual conWrsatiod '; 
all these are left behind. Hew seriously docs the 
fact admonish us to esteem and iivifyifove our ^trnth 
tages, while we have them ! This is a knd 0I )^|ht^ 
the grave is a house of darkness : while you have the 
light, therefore, wirikm ie, lest^^ c^rkness come 
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on you atiavirares. Neter trHle wiA privileges wfaich^ 
if once lost, cannot be recalled ; and on the wise 
improvement of which depends your eternal felicity. 

lL>eat)i 18 the giving up of present enjoyments. — We 
speak not of tnals merely, but of consolations ; m^ 
»ing not of jadgtttents only, but of mercies : yea, the 
tnerdes of our God are new every morning ; they are 
repeated every moment ;. bat deatb suspends them 
all. We *^'go hence;" and whatever we enjoyed^ 
tre leave it, nor can we possibly return to it. Let 
l3m instruct us to sit loose to present comforts, not to 
bodd on them, not to expect much from them. '* Bre- 
thren, the time is short"'*-«hort ojid uncertain to each 
t)f tis ! ^ It remaineth that both they that have 
wives be as tliough they had none ; and they that 
weep, as though tJtey wept jiot ; and they that rejoice, 
as though they rejoiced not ; and they tht^ buy, as 
.tiioueh they possessed not ; and they that use liiis 
World, as not abusing it, for the fashion of this world 
passelh away*." 

Death is the dose of present prospects : they are 
b!1 footmded by the narrow span of life.*-*We look 
forward,, and we anticipate events which we think will 
take place ; we promise ourselves growing satisfection 
and abiding pleasure, but—** bliiwiness to the future 
is wisely given 1" We " know not what a day may 
bring forth ?** The fedrest hopes of mortals are often 
lost In dtirkness, and their towering wishes vanish in 
delosive dreams. Let us then be more than ever 
eonversant with realities. Let us say with the 
Psalmist, " My soul, wait thou only upon God ; for 
my expectation is from him.** And with the Prophet, 
let ns " icease from man, whose breath is in his nos- 
trils ; fbf wherein is he to be accounted of?" Happy 
ijs he that hath the God of Jacob for his help ; whose 
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hope is in the Lord bis God. Blessed are all they 
that put their trust in him*.'* 

IL The PRAYER presented : — " O spare me, fhat 
I nvay recover strength/* 

Here is implied a state of weakness. Probably 
the Psalmist was reduced by bodily sickness ; anq 
in this case, the petition is appropriate. It is right to 
pray, in submission tp the Divine will, for the restor 
ration of health, for its establishment and continuance. 
In sickness, God may be glorified by patienc^ au4 
resignation ; but we cannot act for him : there can be 
no exertion in his service, no performance of those 
duties which chie6y contribute to the comfort an4 
benefit of others. 

Or, if this Psalm was written at the time of Ab- 
salom's usurpation, David may have respect to po- 
litical weakness, the abatenicnt pf authority in bis 
regal capacity, thie diminution pf influencie as king.of 
Israel, In this view also the prayer is appropriate* 
And should any circumstance humble us in society, 
should adverse occurrences deprive us of influepce ; 
jor should the tongue of envy and calumny attack our 
reputation and contract our ' usefulness, it is highly 
proper we should be concerned tliat such evils be 
counteracted, that injured character be recovered, 
and that former means and opportunities of. ^eryic^ 
be regained. ^ spare me, that I may recoyef 
(Strength." 

But there is another and mpre iipportant sense in 
which this prayer may be understood. Probably it 
has regard Xo the state of the tw/W, the spiritual 
condition of the soul ; and this is by far the most 
interesting view of the text tp us, It is evident thp 

Psalm was written under convictions of sin :-*" De^ 
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livar me .from all my trfla8grerti<»is''--^*^When:thiWi 
wiih rejiulces doat correct inap for. iQH}uity/.' Wbetbfyif 
David bad recently feUen by iiuquity vy/^ kn^w p^t ; 
be had,. boweyer, ito.recoHe^^tion on his liabd ; . find 
fiurely there is do fall m diEuigerous and hurtful ! Jt 
never, fkils to injure the soul in a very serious degrq^ ; 
it weakens all its energies : it d^slaroys it^ capcucityof 
enjoyment and service. In refeir^nce, therefore, txk 
fipiritual declension &nd debUity^ nothing can bo 
more seasonable than the petitiou before \^&f-r^^^ Q 
apare me^ tliat I may recover strength*" 

It is as if we should request, ih^t repentance 
may be promoted, thatf^Uh may be increajsed^ 
tbat hope may be . revived, that loye may be pu-, 
rified ; in abort, that every ; grace . of the Holy 
Spirit may be in us and abound; ^nd tb^t t^Q 
soul, in all its ; faculties, land. io.-aU \\^ feelings, may 
prosper and be ia iheaJtb' No |^titixH» can . ba 
presented more importatut :tban thisv ^ |Iea}tlj^ is pf 
littlfe moment,, even r ineputation and. influeji/pjp .aro 
of no great magpi|:ude, compared vvjtb itb^ spiritual 
energy of the. mind, the well-btingpf the ii^mprt^ 

ioui, '.'.-:• \. ■ . .' [ X ■/',.. 

.. Dweli on it$jhighjpfipo!ttwfioe, I* }9 praying, in 
other words, tliatyou may '^growin^ajce, and in \h% 
knowled^ of oluf. Lor^djand 5^ wur Jesus Christ ^ 
rr-^that you may ris^, ** from; babe^ ip Christ, to yflung 
men, and from young. ihi?R to fadiers ;"-^thfi,t ypm? 
^owtb may resenable that of tbe.corn^ in irMcbth^ft? 
la '^ first the bladfe^.' then th^ mu m^ P^ftigr. tb^tt tb^ 
full corn in th^n^r i"-r-tfe(at your palb mfty be tbfit of 
Ibe jjwt, which,, like ttiemorhing »yp, '' &iwetb nwjre 
ancf more unto. tbi? pdirfcet day,' , And remember, if 

jrs only in the preseot \^^, tbst tbi^ jidvwi:^ can b* 
made, that tbi& jspidituaH imprAven;i/entcan be a;;taip«- 
ed: there are xio; i£te$D3 ipt gr^ce, no opporttinitiefi 
of recovery fromt^i^nsiop^), infl^iftCiX^i Xf, tb^re^ 
fore, ypu .have ginned -; if you Jijave -faljlpft by iniquity^ 
pr in.any )y*yj%bfttf5^ jtjm Ij^ith apd vigpWipf t^^ 
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iout ; let &IS be yottr immediate macesn, yoiir etrmsi 
|nrayer, *^ O spam me^ that I may recover strength^ 
before I g6 hence and be no more/* 

I. Your sufetjf id a motive to this prayer.-^Mati 
has evidence of his convenion to God, just eo £ir as he 
liveiito Ood : he^ therefore, who is languid and heert« 
less in spiritual concerns, may be deceiving himself ; 
the change which bethinks has been effected, may 
never have taken place, and the impressions iiMch 
have pleased him may be all delusion and mistake. 

But admitting that [Meseot languor is no certain 
proof of spiritual deaths vet is there not danger ? 
Remember, your debility is your disease, and a man 
diseased cannot be in equal safety uritii a man in 
health, A state of religious declension is itself an 
«vii, and it leads to other evils of the most serious 
kind. This man has already fallen, and ihe enemy 
df souls irill find no great dificatey in keeping bim 
down : he is surrounded widi tempiaaons w^imi he has 
tio power to repel, and beset with snares wfaidi he 
lias no skill to escape. Regard, thersfdre, to your 
safety recommends the prayer of the text ; that yon 
may neither be deluded by what is false, nor injured 
by the languor of what is real. '* O spans me, that 
1 may recover strength/* 

8. Your comfort also is concerned in this request 
<^-«As professors of religion, you cannot be happy in a 
istate c^ debility and declension. Conscience is too 
much awake to suffer you to pursue the gratxfieatiow 
of sense, and the mind is too much enlightened to 
derive enjoyment from the practice of vice ; if there«> 
fore you are not happy in tiie ways of godliness, yott 
ere '' miserable and wretched/' The experience (tf 
Ihousands confirms this fact : halting and hesitating 
languishing and declining, they have no true {Aea^ 
eure, no settled peace, no solid consdation. Brethren^ 
if you would enter into the comforts of religion, you 
must have not only its reality but fits growib ; yea 
must not only have ^* the root e€ the matter'' in you^ 



-*i V -' 



A' Prayer in the Pratpeel ^De^tk. %S5 

bdt bwr itB fruit ftod maaifest its dffeeto. Be iMft 
Mliified with fife in a low degrte, but aspire after 
Health ; tmptore the raconrery <m '' ttvea^th :"* aritboat 
tfiia^ ]fOu dbrag on heavily; teligbua duties ire a task^ 
jroo are liable \i^ perpetoal mortifieadoaii you havie 
HMle oc no eajoymeiit ioi any devotional eieneiflcv 
jou pierce yourselves throirgb with manyaorrowi. • 

Sm YoMf <tc/t9^ le^aires thia revival.'^A man ia 
tiekaess is not active ; languor seizee hkxi, and Ustleiur 
tndiffemce to secular affairs kfflicts hiin. it is the 
sameia regard to the sou) : ddbilhated fay sin, it s inks 
into tiegligetice and sloth. Nor is gross ski alone 
eakulated to produce tids eflSbct; secret sin, and 
whsi men call little sins, are abundantly snffieieat to' 
eaerrate tbe best energies oC the soul, and to destroy 
its eapacity fac ipmritual acartioa. It is admittedi 
that a pn^ssor of rdi^on who has fidlen from Ood^ 
may be actite;^ and bis aelivily aoay regard reUgion^ 
but St is aU about the externals of it : he Ites oot at 
heart ifc inimrd gitowtb, its ht)Iy infiwnee^ dtber in 
himself or otiicra. His motives ako sre corropi ; it 
}»aofc for God tkat he acii» hot for hinudf ; aot for 
tioie l^ryof the K^deemer^ but in aid of his omu n* 
|Mitation» or for tbe gratifica))iao of bis own prids^ 
Would yiMi therefore bd activie; and active from 
right principles, and to a right end ? . SMc invigorate 
ing iniueace iroi^ afaoro*'-''fray w^ for? puf;; ^* O 
apam awv tlMbt I magr f GDorar stenei^.** 

ik Ydur usffkktm ia dosely contiected whh aeti^ 
nty, and in a gneat sneasare results frooi iti*«^fiat bov 
OKI a ntan be asrviiseable to others ivho is an enemy^ 
4<^hiriaseif } How itan 1» eara«AiyaBek thesaltriiioa 
^odiers^ who is indiiereiit About his own ? 

T^ke AQtiee o£ a man who has hut the potv«r and 
spirit of religion ; of what use is be itt his fomify f 
Ha may have aalaval a&ctbn> tenderness of diipo* 
sition, and may be attentive to the temporal welfare 
of his connexiooa; but & what does he benefit 
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tiieir souls r Wh6re are 'bis i fervent prayers/ \Ai 
pious 108 tractions, his parental cautions^ his tidier 
example ?'-^0f what i^se is tbis man ki the cAarcAr. 
lie calls himself a metober; his nanqeis entered^ 
among those who have given themsetvesi to'the Lorct; 
and to one'another, 'according to^ his will; ' but where 
is his aeal for the interest of the church r Is* be 

« 

asking himself, and frequently consoltiiig others, 
what can Jbe done for its revival and prosperity ? 
Alas ! asleep* himself, he < willingly lets others sleep ; 
and is well enbngh contoit, that things renmin as they 
are, provided his own quiet be not disturbed. Wha^ 
is 1^ doing to encourage the young ?: to lielp forward 
sack as are asking the way to Zibn? ^ He lias no 
beart to attempt any thing of the kind; He thinks 
jierbaps tbait he wants abolit^; but he hits noinclina* 
(ion. ? He. imagines .possibly, that fw faira to interfere 
might be deemed intrusive;* but the faot'isi his own 
soul is not in healtii ; and therefore, he is heedless 
about: the health < of the socAs of ..others. He lan«« 
guisb^ himself -y and hence the* declension of those 
about him gives him domain. W^buld yoti beoi^^j], 
as 'Well as active and<.happy? You must fed the 
powor of geomiie religion; you must experience its 
vigour aind: if&f rawth; ^^ O spare m)e, that I may 
recover strengfli."! . • ..;.••: 

f 5. Your^»^.t(;ei/pleads.fcnrtfai8 prayer, and en- 
forces the soliciLade:whichitriinplies.«^Tbe solemn 
event of deatb dshould ever> be pre8ei[)t to* the ramd, 
aiid should : regulate all our desires' and pursuits: 
Agur thought of it^ in^his addrento God :^*^^^Two 
libiiigs;bave I reqpiredof thee,^<leny me n6t, bejbre 
I die*.''- . And^l>av]d, in: linrect reference to \% 
sought the, recjorar^.of strength — ^ before I ga hence 
itridbenamareJ^i * «...'.. 

. . Many profisssocs^of ^nli^on die m a y^ doubtM 

<♦ • •,»'*■': ' •• • 'it 



; ptbef^ gW^:^^^ ci^iise.jtQ ^ur^tb^t fill is inot 
M^l : but '' uoark. tbe 'per/eic|t uiap, and,, bebold tb^ 
JU(xrigbt,; fqr tbe ^d of.tbl^ m^n is peape^»'\ It 

Hoay not be .iriunipb;^ f^pugV i^ SQ)^^ io&tance^ 

;tbiS; is. tli^ case,, but,, it is tjiiapquil and bappy. X.et 

.proper fdloruiance ^ b^. made, for apcid^tUsfl cincum- 

stanqeSf and f9i;,tUe iaflueo^cfpf particular di^orders^ 

wbicb preclude tbe enjoj.inenjt>>£,seqsjble comfort iii 

tbe bopr of death ; ^tbeYaQt remain^ uiajOfli^tionabl^, 

tbat the,ei3d . of llie. Cbdstjan Js " pe^ceV'r ,. . 

,1. T9. finish; well is not , lu^erely to.,die,.^fe; butia 

.death-jto^gioyifyAG^,, ,to J^pour.tlji? S^WftyV,, 19. be 

^m^MM^'^^ tbjpsp-about 'Us,,bY bearih^fq^lJ^ 

i»9tb^. *HMib Qf ;Uie Qpsp^,,;iind>y,eYiacjng the aipr 

ports and consolations ^\'blcb its pr^mi^e^^pord.. \]^^ 

ja^^w^b^ex^ t^i^an Tiever.be.attained in a.$|;£^^^s|^iri- 

t}ialj|febihty aocjl. declen&ioft. ;. Ypu may ^o.t.j[)e4q§,t in 

^^esp^ir,} ^gv«eiga mcfcy majy. prevent .jo|4{;|if|;terly 

sioising, in ^'.tbq^^elUn|j^^Qr(Jan j'.' bMt,.if y^jpftlk 

-c^reles$ly,'/ite.&\yfil w4l \^ fearfnllv grp^t, tervprp 

^|1) a^riglife jon, c^\d survivors wfQ be left in p^fi^ 

jSusp^qoB /fpuf^prningp ypi^., ,;K^,in mind, yoi^ cah- 

fif^Jbdi8t,Qifiaitians qn^ess ydu- livQ kucb ;, and your 

eod:wili W,)vo|'thY.ol. Chri^^^ in pEopqrJtipi^ 

as ycmlii^^nefir^toXJ^^ist,. i his spirit^ 'walk iq, 

jbis truthi and advance in cqnforoliiy to hiix;i. . S.ee, 

then, itbej^igb ^inportanc? frf tbi^ prayer in relation to 

the solei^p (,qvj^. Dread tbe thoyght; pf living in ^ 

state of Wguorapd declexisionj ^nd be sure you die 

«pt 'in tbisstfd:e,; The revival ,\ivhicb, is so necesssfty^ 

ixnist:be spug^t. .^yithout delay,, or it.^av.betqo late^ 

Jl; mu^ti he rattaiped in. tiiife,, w.. U ^is lost for everir 

/' O spare/me, that .1 may rpcover .strong^ before 

J gP bwce-^d be .n(\ morel'! i . ^ 
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\^ The certainty of the event of death.-*-W« 
tatksft die, whether we be willing or not. We miidt 
pass the dark vaUey, however rehiktanty however or* 
prepared. Why do we forgrt what is absolutely 
^ed ^ How is it, that we Ihidt so tig^dy of what 
19 big with the Dnost serious consequences ? A hiiniaii 
aimll has been preserved as a memento of mortality^ 
fhat what need of thte? Have we not the warning 
constatnly )>ear n» ? Is it not felt daily wiebin ns 
Every man is ^ dnseioiis; if he wil) but allow himself 
loreflee^'that be i» ^ going henee^^ and soon will 
^' be jio mfarc" Here; The sentiment of Joh nAay b* 
aitfop^a by eajcb indiyideia), <' I km># thbt'thoo wilt 
liringi;he-to death, aiid to-^ place appointed for ail 
living:''— Bbt learn; ' 

fl, The necessity of prtptrratian fibi' ihis event.— 
And wherein does preparation consist ? Not in the 
repetiHdn ^f forms itf devotion r Mt in transient 
feelhigii^of compunction; WbeeasionaPt^^ of cSiarityi 
Jbnt b6ar the language cit} Scriptore-^*^ Ye mnst ht 
torn again*'^** except ye repent; ye shaU perisfaT 
-^** without hoHneQ^y no man shaU see the LordT- * 
** believe on the Lord Jesii? Christ, and ihoti shdl 
fm saved/' ^ Examme, whether this dian^ has been 
texperienc^d by yotf ; whc^eir this repentance ii 
exercised ; whether this hdiiness is pursued, and in 
knjr meisofeattamedT At)<^ especially wbether^^ Christ 
is alla^ in sAf/^ as the object of your&itf),' the ground 
of your hope, the rock and refuge of your aoul. 
* Freparation for death i$, in other words, fitness ibr 
heaven ; and this invariably includes A titkto^lht 
fiace, and meeintss for th* employmettt— The only 
title that wilV stand good, is the atonement and rfgb* 
teousness of the Son of God* Receive diis, and wA 
it fast. Plead the obedience and sacrifice of the Sa« 
viour, in all your apprehensions of death, \» all ^ur 
fears of wrath, in a)! your prospects of the solemnities 
of eternity. — And let holiness be your constant study 
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findeare. ^^ Grieve not the Holy Spirit," but imbibe 
bis influence, and obey bis dictates ; that you may 
be found '^ meet for the inheritance of the saints in 
light" 

3. Let us not forget the high importance of living 
while we do live, to some good purpose. — What js 
life, unless it be well spent ? How worthless, unless 
the glory of God and the benefit of our fellow-men 
be in some degree answered by it ! As rational and 
accountable creatures, and especially as professing 
Christians, we must not live unto ourselves. We are 
** not our own ;" we are "bought with a price." Here 
is a double obligation, and the sooner we feel its 
weight the better, Let the young reflect on the 
base ingratitude of serving God with the dregs of life. 
Rise, and devote to Him the best of your talents^ and 
t>f your time. Some never lliink of living to his praise, 
till they can live no longer; but what egregious 
felly ) what awful tiik ! what treknendduA danger I 
-*^^' fiehold, now\B the accepted time ; behold, now 
islliedayof saivatbn ;'**«<-and ^Uo^day, if you witt 
hear his vmee, harden not your heart." An essential 
requisite for living to good purpose, is implied in 
the text ; go with the petition to God, and plead at 
his Ihrone*-^'^ O spare me, that I may recover 
strength f before I go hence aAd be no more !" 
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l^iOUGH i^j'fioojdcJdr ih:Jtbefc^ptor.ibefoirfr!list 
to ju$tjJ^y> this :9($H4ua[. adaftaoitjQd^jrTlt6!vC!bamcteF^ 
tii^ s^ki t ; of • tb^ bpersbna -Ad tfrnased iaftptor^frDiii: the 
fo|?Pt«€|>thi ♦.ersQ>. i/V. W^reCore. hew ttbe irord of: tbd 
lio^i }lft''S«brpful< mep^htbii}; col€)i:t6is*people which 
»; iQ;4^»1toftlei»L);vBec»«iiet-jr^ lirtdveiwidv We havfer 
m^e;^» cQj^eiiaat vfith ,^mtb$ ;£[Qd(Fitfa heU ane wd 
at agreeni^; y/h^f^ fkifici:^^ 
pass through, it shall not come unto us; for we have 
made ties our refuge, and under falsehood have we 
hid ourselves." But instead of an awful threatening 
against these persons, we i^re relieved by a gracious 
promise, a declaration of abundaut mercy : ".There- 
fore, thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I lay in 
Zion a foundation, a stone, a tried stone, a precious 
corner-stone, a sure foundation ; he that believetb 
shall not make haste." While such is the security 
of all whose refuge is Christ, and whose reliance is 
on " this rock," the imaginary safety of " scomers'* 
inevitably ends in destruction : " Judgment also will 
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{ ky. lo ike Uftc^' aodirii^MeQiiftnnsi ta the ploowi^t ; 
and the hail 3haU sweep away the refug^ of lies, and 
the y^aAer$ shall avei^w the hidihg-place.'^ But the 
in^^n^iMfc Jews made U^t of theses tkkigs : the^f 
(}Q9<i^ tib«. prophets of l£e Lord, and treated fan 
mMsage^ b6tib> of mercy andjudgmeat, with crimkiil 
^tMtmpU On this tect is founded the admonidoii 
o| the l^t; ^^ Now, therefore, be ye not mockers^ 
l^ your hands be made strQDg."«^Here is. 
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vi Iv A SOLEMN WAEHiilo : ^^ Be yis not mockers.'' 
: ; Si^t i» it applioftble tx> ^of^^l^ Can it be premier or 
{M«assw^tfaii3tQ^caofei9n^oiiiP Certaialy your treat* 
m«ntDf th^QieaseagBrl^oflheLordi&'ndtcruel: wehava 
|lt9}§hM^of pei!sonal uokindnessito allege: we cannot 
fiabs^laii)^ as Jenemiah did, ^^ I am in cteriston daUy ; 
SVevy we moeketb meJ* Yoin* regard also to the 
nwMa^ of the Lord: is not that of visiUe and violent 
'flppbaition ; y»u come to.hia house, -you sit as his 
IMPF^tai .>l^d. jrou hMr his words: you are called 
Clridl^MA) And yrtnir^ofesB a friendly attachment to 
£^iir]|ili«biity. But, fiiom what motives is the honse 
of God attended? <.iWith what spirit is his truth 
I)e9nl2> lik^^ retniveid with all readiness of mind?' 
is that medoiess, that humility, that faith} 
0, wbie^ chacaot^ize the spiritu^. Worshipper^ 
W^ Mbicl^ ppoine i the 1 honest sincerit^> of . the heart } 
JiM^' th^np moe^crs in our religiouq a3se[nblies } 
\ XiQt jispursue tbe> in[quiry-r--God^4i^ givenus his 
m>r4i, bMt'bowt is. that word regarded }^^ Si^hat is ^ 
txm fe^\n^!0& your bMtt fa»vards it£.' Do you^severeit 
Mithd f«^of'Gdd£ Do you love it? And does 
thisififfiection laid you to daily convei^ewith it? l4 
the ttfaie your chosen companion, the book' of yout 
retiremrat? You profess high respect for i^: print 
ciplte is but is tiiere consistency in thi& profession >? 
Ajre-yiCfti attentive to imderstand them, to feel their 
poimr, to imbibe thehr spirit, and to manifest their 
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ioiaence? If tiw be not the ctse, al^ je not 
" mockers ?'! . . ^ 

This word of God denounces threatenings : ^^ indig* 
nation and wrath| tribulation and at^dsb, \spon 
emry soul of man that doeth evil/' We are evil 
doers, and if we can bear such denunciations with 
indiffierence, it proves either die stupidity or infideiity 
of the heart : it evinces that we are * - mockers/' Tbe 
language of the Saviour himself is 'no less decisive r 
^' He that believeth not shall be damned/' Now 
Is it certain that lire, are alLbelievensP' If tkere be 
Toom only for sus^^cion .on thisv pbiati > sufely such 
a sentence as tins ou^t to produce some po^ei»fifl 
eflfect: it ought to excite a salutQi^r alarm.' ^ Bu«4f 
no concern is felt, if no rousiilg dfect is pt^Au&^i 
cah it be thatlhe awful seiltence » believed ? Faift 
invariablv produces an effect corresponding witb tbft 
nature of the truth it rtcteites: 'a'cbnsolatdry trdtll 
yields ccMnfinrt^ an alarming tmtb cra^es^ drMid t'^ff 
then, by the threatentngs of tiie' Bibte,- yOu amiTMft 
excited to *^flee from the i/^ath; to codsi^^' niid 
'^ warned to escape the damnation of hell,^ ' hCrW is it 
accounted for? Are ye not ^^ mockers ?**• '-*'-'' - 

This word is also ^iriched With pfom^jf^-^i^'eli^ 
ceeding great and precious pr6aiises%" ' ThM6 af6 
all iai&ful and true: they have respeet to^tfae^life 
that now is, and to that which: is tb eomis ; they et* 
hi bit pardon, peace» and eternal Aory;^th€f'Mdg 
nigh the highest possible good to fillen moii/tbpeiagh 
,the mediation of Jesus Christ. And how aire llieM 
promises regflunded? Are they bdieved?' !lf 4^ 
were the case, surely they would be rac^Vs^^^nd 
being received, tb^wouldpr<)duee an effect the most 
{j^ing and benefieial : but men are ^^ mockiers;'' 
• When a man knows himself to be a sinner, lost 
and rumed by transgression, undone for ever without 
a Saviour; and when he discovers that a Slfttiotir> 
everyway suited to his condition and adequate to 
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his relief, is provided and announced in the promiset 
of the glorious Gospel, he cannot refuse them : they 
become the balm of his wounded spirit, the cordial 
of his afflicted heart. But, when tbid message of 
grace is disregarded; when its joyful tidings ara 
heard with unconcern ; when no need of the Saviour 
is fdt, no desire of his salvation indulged; what does 
it prove ? Are ye not " mockers?" 

The Bible contains, likewise, a, vBsiety of precepts. 
It is a guide in duty^ a rule of obedience, as wdl as 
a message of life. It shews us ^' what is good*'* and 
that the Lord requires of us '^ to 4o justiy, to love 
niercy, and to walk humbly with our God/' It 
teacli^'usy ** that denying ungodliness and worldly 
lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly 
in this present world/' But if the opposite oT this 
be exemplified in us ; if unfeeling selfishness be the 
temper we cherish ; if fraud and extortion be the 
practices we allow ; if *^ the lust of the flesh, the 
lust ^f the eyes, and the pride of life,*^ be the elemeat 
we love; are we not " mockers?" The charge, al- 
leged against Ephraim is not of limited application ; 
*^ I have written to him the great things of my law, 
but they ware counted as 9l > strange .tinog." And 
that against the whole body of impenitent Je^^^ 
applies to many among us : ^^ Behold, the word of 
the Lord is unto the^ b, reproach: they have ^ no 
eG^ht in it*." 

In this holy Book, ^tn is severely censured : it is 
exposed in aU its hatefol nature, and ruinous con- 
sequences. But are there not persms to be founds 
at na great disjtance, and with no great difficulty^ 
who mate li^t o( this malignant, destrucuve evil? 
What is the cbaract^tic oi fools / How are they 
distinguished ? *^ Fopte make a mock at :sint J.' And 

f Ho8. yiii. 13 ; ^tt^. vL 10. • ■ t Vtmt ^f,-6, . :..< t 



tUs u d0M^ when you delibeniittly indulgip mm wbe^ 
yott repeat die practice of it without remorse ; vrhesi 
you aoe ready to palliate and excuse it^ and s^y to 
yourselves^ "I have done no ovil/* You^'aiock 
at sio,'' when you laugh and jest at tbp crini^ of 
others ; when you make tb^t a subject of Qurtbt 
sehich oit^bt to excite only lamenUtian al^grief ;. w^en 
you tempt those about you, or in ^ly way occfisioo 
their commission ol iniquity ; .whea» even by conni* 
vaace, you encourage it ; when ypu hear their po^ 
luted language aod'witnesa their uoholy deedi^ 9nd 
neither re|M!ove ihem nor in any w^y testify . ypu? 
dbpleasure. And who of u$, ia.soa^ qf thes^ift* 
stances at least, is not guilty ? It applies to U9t i4^ ; 
more ox less we have bran ^^ mockers*" 

And who can utter the e0$giai»s foUy^ oC this:? 
Fools mock, while God ftow^im* Th^ W^ dl 
that which cast angels dowa froqi heave^^ wh^^.^r 
eluded Adam from Paradise, aqd whAch apc^d^ 
drder tbiwu^ all. the works of ^leiUion. TWy . ipfwl 
at that which is the spring of all tbe^ wisei;i^f q^ 
man — at that which is their o^n. di^eaw ^^ disf 
flrae&7--at that which procum^ th^k* owq deaths; wbfch 
kindles the flames of hell, and wbii;h. i^vesenceif th^( 
fire unextinguished^ as their lomieiiiit to everlasi^ 
ages. 

As* ma^y as are guilty of tbia dmpest fqlly. pioc]^ 
at all the sorrows and suffering of the comf^ssiom^ 
Eedeoner* Yob dende his grow^ hia tf»ri^i bis 
wounds : you makct light of all his bitter .4gpoy ^y4 
bloody sweat : • you aanctioii that whidi cost bimntbip 
keenest anguish^ which opfiressed him. with in^^k^^ 
able jpie^ which suidc hvn in igpomiaiou^ do^ 
$y thiadi^asing folly^ you jovi in fiia:itime9t w^ the 
muKderecs of ti^ Lord of GloJ^y; you 'orucify 9^^ 
the Son of God ; you do your utmost to frustrate 
tiie whole desig* of his hji9% k}& liiiiffijli^tiM ^n^ 
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5iicrifioe,' Can you wonder at thb earnest expostu-* 
lation^ this solemn and faithful wamkig ?*--'' fie jc 
flot maeken^^ — Here is, 

IL A FOirERFUL ARG«H£KT to tfrfbicQ the 
ikraroing. 

It is foonded on Ihe danger which evidendy attends 
the iadolgence of this evil, and is well ada|>ted to 
interest and affect the mind : ^' fie ye not mockers, 
lest your bands be made strong** 

It implies, that mockers are in ^* hands/' already 
in a state of iofuUr^e.*-^A«id wfasst is this Inmdage ? 
They are ^ tied and bouhd with the chain of their 
rint;'* de|p*aded and enslaved by their* lusts ; in 
widiiiigaiid base subjectidn to the princti of darkness) 
Ae'gwty prisonenfc of Almigh^ Justice, which will 
never suffer the impenitent to escape* What dreads 
ibl thraldosft! Yet this, alas! is the condition of 
tiioatand8''«M)f thousands, we fear, who hear the 
Oospd. Whether a man deride the wolrd of God 
tpetjij or secretly ; whether he despite ifcs thf eaten- 
bgB^ trifle with its premises, or contemn its f)recepts; 
whether he connive at sin in himsdf, or countenance 
it in others* or in any iray all^w and sanctidn it--^ 
tiiia oan is a moiofcer, and as such is in bondage. 
Now the danger is, perpetuating this bondage ; sil 
aecnring 1b6 cords, and rivettmg the fetters^ as that 
destmetion becomes inevitable : — ^* ttst yo^* bandJs 
ha made s*rmg.^-^\tk ti^dng the Ihtai progrMs ef 
this danger, <^rve, 

" l« The sin against which yotiarei [warned toTtf^m^ 
€9ery tirtimus rksttaint. 

Th^re are Ibe restraints of educittioii, o# example 
mf regtfd to reputation dnd interest : but when a 
person becomes a *- mocker," either at ^ings sacred 
rfsr mnfol^ siiefa restraints arerdaxed ; fhey gradually 
lose their hoM^ With every advance in levky and 
jestitig, asiotse nf shanii^ wbsidftii^ th« fim of m- 
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oarring censure abates, respect for the autiiority of 
parentSi and for the opinion and expostulation of 
friends, declines ; custom degenerates into habit, and 
habit becomes settled and easy. The conquest of 
"virtuous restraint is like the storming of the walls of 
a castle: they are shaken by every assault, weakened 
and injured by every attack, till, at length, the effort 
of the enemy succeeds, and the demolition ia com* 
pleted. 

S. The sin of mocking strengthens vicious prc^ 
pefisities. 

This naturally results from the relaxing of restraints : 
as the one declines, the other gains ground. Let a 
man become indifferent to what is right, and he will 
practise what is wrong ; let him cease to do good, 
and he learns to do evil, . Appeal to fact :-^l8 a bad 
temper, which is never repreued, no worse after years 
of indulgence ? Doe^ what pasBes under the name:of 
harmless mirth never proceed to profaneness? Does 
what is admired as proper spuit never grow into 
pride and swell into insolence ? : Does the habit of 
incorrect narrative, or loose talking, never lead to 
falsehood, never settle in deceit? In Uke manner, you 
cannot mock at the Bible, but your re^d- for the 
sacred Book sinks inexact proportion: you neither 
dread its denunciations nor desire its blessmgs : and 
is not this to strengthen depravity? You cannot 
mock at sin, but your aversion to sin dies, your love 
to sin revives, and you must and -will pursue it As 
a current of water that is checked in its course, it 
accumulates and gathers wei^t ; till by and by 
it bursts its bounds, destroys its banks, and bears 
away all hefose it, 

3. This sin gives great advoMage to your toorst 
enemies^ 

Among these are improper compamons : go wteh 
them 0m mile, aod«they will easily induce you to go 
WQ9 £v$ry coipplipnce ywi grant only emhpld^ 
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tbdf demands, and facilitates thtir conquest ; and 
every victory they gain only throws you more com- 
pletely into their power. Walk in the counsel of the 
in^^ly, and stand in the way of sinners; and ere 
long you will ^iV, without remorse, *' in the seat of 
the sc&rtffut.** 

But there is a worse enemy than these ;*--*'' the 
smrit which now worketh in the children of disobe* 
iMence/*^-«" that old serpent, called the Devil and 
Satan, which deceiveth the whole world," Resist 
tmn, and be will ilee from you ; but invite his attacks, 
by parleying with temptation, and you inevitably 
fall—-" your bands are made strong. We read of 
some " who are taken captive by him at hb wilh" 
these are they who do not oppose his will, who in* 
dulge the tempers which he would have them to 
indulge ; who practise the works which he instigates 
(EUdd a{^roves; who are his vassals, and of course are 
lield bi the fetters of his dark dominion. 

4. It exposes to peculiar marks of the dispkasure 
^Ood. 

We are but partially acquainted with the sin of 
the young persons who mocked Elbha. Doubtless it 
bad many aggravations : there was much profanenesa 
in their conduct, mudi contempt of God, and df 
his truth, in this behaviour to a venerable dnd faith* 
fill prophet: and you know the result; a seveie 
judgment overtook them, a signal mark of the Di- 
vine displeasure** It has been kno^ that men who 
have set themselves to scoff at the Bible, and to blas- 
pheme its Author, have^een struck dead in a moment* 
And, in instances much more numerous, persisting in 
sin has been followed by judicial hardness of heart ; 
men have proceeded from bad to worse, jesting at 
tiae< thiags of God, and sporting with their own mi- 
qui^, till they have been given up to strong delu» 

* S Kings il 29, 24. 
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0on,. and final mpw\VE9ce. Sn^ imctoiiiiy ]^ lim 
strikiog to observation tbao, Siuddea deatl^ \^ixt thvy 
are not less awful. Whieit does it avail a ma^ to be 
spaced in life, if his ^' bands be made strop^r'' He 
l^ves only a monujaent of wretchedness : he as " icoBr 
damned already/^ — a vessel of wrath fitting hiiaseif 
fix: destruction. 

6. It terminates in remediless nim. 

Yes; there is a world beyond the present; and in 
that world " mpckers" of every class w^U h^xre thfor 
full recompense. The dreadfiil prediption w^ll h^ 
fulfilled ; — '' Thpy have chosen their own ways^ and 
^beir soul deli^hteth in their abominations: I also 
will choose their deUisionSi and will bring thar fears 
upon them :" — ^* Ye have set at nouff^t aU my cgun^ 
felf and woyld noxm of my reproof: I als9 wiU langk 
at your calamity, and mock when your fear cometb :" 
— '' Beware, therefore, lest that come uppU: yw 
which is spojken of io the prophets : .Betiolc|> ya d(^ 
apisers, and wonder, and perish*.'' The Apostle 
foretels, '^ that there shall come in the la^it days 
^cqfers^ walking- after their own Iwtf,'' ^d deriding 
the promise of the Lord's coming ; but she^ they 
escape with impunity ? They are ^^ reserved wtp thSs 
day of judgQfient, and perdition of ungpdly wont'''* 

We give the warning, and we iwge the afgwpevt 
by which it is ^forced : '^ B« ye not oAQckeni^' \p^ 
your hands be madfs strong.}" for if s^eogth^oed t^jf 
^he indulgence of evil, and by the Mbk of iippew? 
teace, who shall dissolve them? But jiMein 4i^epm 
not of the conseqi^epces of their conduct : l^y pe^ 
^ct not QA the wretched result of tboir owif s^iiit 
and actions* Who pan set boModaries to vioe? 
When the floodgates of impiety are once ppepec^ 
wiio can check its coiurse, oc stay its violence ? . Tho 
^hallpvv brook, f ided hs the aooesgion of iopuiUQS^te 

r 

* I», hm, 8, 4 ; Prov. i, 26, 26 ; Acta xiii, 40, 41, 
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wHmilHrj stiMws, swells i»to a flood, and roUs^ a 
mai$Aeo$ river, till it is lost iu the ocean. To borrow 
aa affieetuig illustration, — tie wbo can think ligfidy 
of isin^ and deliberately walk in the paths of taenapla^ 
tioQi resembles a maa Krho: suffisf s hb little bark to 
filler the drcumfionenee of a whirlpool : at first it 
fjlidesonin easy, genlie motion; till, ap^oadimg 
the -cenfare, its v^ocity is increased ; the violence of 
fte 4turreiit prevail, and the focriish man, in defiance 
of leMry t&xt^ is mgul^hed in ike fathomless abyss^ 
,^^ Let no man say when be is tempted, I am tempted 
tf God; fot God camiot be tempted with evil, neitber 
fampileth be any man. But every man is tempted; 
wiien he is drawn away of hb own lust, and enticed^ 
Tbea, when lust bath conceived, it bringeth forth 
Ml; and ^ whenitisfinished, bringelii forth death."' 
-^ The waipes of ain is death^." 



* We attempt an xMFftOV£MEirT of the subjeot^ 
by feeomoiending the opposite of what is reproved 

inlbeteat. 

If there be folly in this evil, and unutterable 
fbi^atfeftdingtt^wbbt is wisdom? Doublliels it 
is wa >^-^«it have the Btblcr^reyme i% love it, treM 
It wiHh all that venetmtiQii aid affection which, its 
Memi contents demcmdi Not only asaamble to bear 
tile worI of Grod in tbe sanduai^ and in the ftmilyf 
biitiiaad it in privater. otedltatp. ypea i^ and baaeedi 
tMailefy S[^t to enable you ta receive it wkb meek% 
ieea, and to hide it in your heart« 
• : IBhe threatesnmfff of the BiUe do ^t despiae: 
ihcgr have tbcsi" important use. Gonsider to what 
<;h^«bii& tbc^. ^ppiy^ and f^nstc what mm they 
are directed ; and hope to escape tbe evil deooUnced 
<9ly by eJMni;A^ng the i^posite character^ by for* 
•dnsg every sin, and tmiing unfeignedly to the Loidi 
- l^pramiset lef ithe Gospel are viestimably pre> 
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docMi and they ate given to be beKeved : Orec^te 
them with all readiness of mind, with all gratitude of 
heart I These promises are ** your life :" jrou cannot 
life widioQt them. Tliey reveal the love of God to 
lost man ; they exhibit the Saviour of the chief of 
sinners; they unfold the tenderness of his compassion, 
the perfection of his righteousness, the efficacy of hia 
deadi) the energy of his truth, the unsearchable riches 
of bis grace and glory. Rest on the promises as on 
a rock ; imbibe the consolation they impart, and re-^ 
joice in die felicity they insure. 

And the precepts of this Book are no less intttled 
to your ddvout regard. " Esteem them concerning 
all things to be right, and hate every fiedse way." The 
commands of our blessed Lord are ^^ not grievous^.'' 
why then should they be refused? His yoke is 
^ easy/' and his burden ** light :'' with all cheerful* 
ness let us bear them. ** Ye are my friends, if ye 
do whatsoever I command y<m ;"> and '* if ye WU" 
tinue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed, 
andjye shall know the truth, and the truth .shall make 
you tree." / 

And in reference to sin^ let eveiy sentiment von 
allow be the reverse of folly. ^' It is sport to a fool 
to do misdiief ; but a man of understanding hath 
wisdom." Shew your wisdom by mourning, instead 
of mocking ^ by lamenting that which overspreads 
the earth with misery, which seals creation under a 
curse, which destroys both body and soul in Jbell. 
Evince your pie^ l^ weepmg for that which pierced 
the Prince of Life, and nailed him to the cross, lliis 
is hot to be unhappy : it is ^* godly sorrow^ working 
repentance unto salvation:" it is holy contrition^ 
which must be productive of joy. 

When you witness the sin of others, indulge pity 
forthie transgressors, and abhorrence of their conduoti 
*^ have ho fellowship with the unfrukful works of dark* 
ness, but rather reprove them." And especially, 
cherish the most decided opposiliQa against your 
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•wn An. Know you not that 'Vsin dwelleth in you ;" 
and there is ^^ a law in your members, warring against 
the law of yourmind, and bringing you into captivity:** 
but give it np quarter. Cease not to maintain the 
holy conflict, till victory, eternal victory, is yours. 

And let the warmest thanks anie to Jesus! la 
Him we have hope, and in Him is our conquest se« 
cured. The desert of every transgression is endless 
punishment ; and the reason why this is not inflicted, 
is the sacrifice of Jesus Christ This, sinner, is the 
reason why you are ^spared ; and this, believer, is the 
cause why you are pardoned. The blessed Saviour, 
that he might deliver us from the ^^ bands" of sin 
and hell, stooped to the deepest humiliation, endured 
the keenest agony, and yieldied himself to death ; but 
death could not retain Him : the bdrs of the grave 
were unable to hold Him; as a mighty conqueror, he 
rose triumphant May we rise with Him, and share 
in lus victory and triumph ! Devoting ourselves to 
Hon, mayuiis be the sentiment of our heart, ^^ O 
Lord, truly I am thy servant; I am thy servant; 
thou hast loosed tny bonds /" . ** If the Son, there* 
£ate, shall make you free, ye shall be/nf^ utdeed*f[ 
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TffE ISRAELITES AT BOCHIM, 



JUDGES n. 4, S. 

And it came to pasSf when the Angel of the. Lord 
spake these ords vnto ail the children qf IsreeU 
that the people lift up their voice andjmpt. And 
they called the name qfjihat place Bochim i ani 
th^ sacrificed there untoJhe Jjord. * 

^^ ALL Scripture u gi^wn |yy lospicatiQii 9^ God| 
and is profitable/' Ine account of the ancient 
Israelites is particularly so. In this people we have 
a faithful picture of man, his fickleness and foUy: 
in the Lord's dealings with them, we have illus- 
trious proof of his Wisdom, Holiness, Mercy, and 
Truth. In their sins we see our own : in their judg» 
snents we are warned ; in their deliverances we are 
encouraged : their whole history is ^^ written for our 
admonition," and is '^ profitable for doctrine, i^ 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteous* 
ness; that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly 
furnished unto all good works/' 

Observe, from t£e text — ^The iissEMBLT convent 
—The Messenger employed — ^The abbkess deli- 
vered — ^And the effect prd<iu€ed« 
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. I. T)ie a84£M?i;t coaveped ; ^' All the duUlivii 
of Israel/' 

Tbb is probably to be understood with some li- 
mi^tioB*. The phrn^ is ofjteo used when Xh^ eiders 
of the several tribes are intended, as the j w^ci tim 
represeai^^es of the wh(^ bodj. But here were 
oapre. tl^til tjbe elders. Tboujj^ pot all tb^ people^ ft 
very lai^e compaoy were coU^cted; and most likely 
for the purpose of religious worship at Shiloh, as 
thve tbe tabenu^le. ^was erected, and there the 
chosen trib^ were a{]S^qipted. to ipeet, Ik w^ well^ 
)¥> w<9 veTj : that ttiegf wefe. assembled. The occurrence 
w)mh took/plap€) appears to have bfeeQ uftexpect^ ; 
hMt itvifas mos( salutaiy^ bpth iaits present and futuc^ 
msulL 

And let m be^ thswJcfoJl.thi^t, wa are uaet op this oo- 
easioiu Divine worship is <¥>t institute^ witboiifc 
feasoa. ;. nop; is ijL atibafidedy. mtix a^ i^enous naiad n^ 
davotioja^ spirit witboift g^ .penopiLl adv^^^^ 
Our Gharacter« are vaciQua. oun wants are nuaierou& 
our motives are known only taHim who searcbi^ tifc 
kfwt i bvt tabe object which y^e fivow is. the wprs^p 
^ the Most Higli^ Wet have withdrawa from tla^ 
worl^^ and are tbw^ a^em^ed, in oI)edi£nce to tb^ 
autbwity ofX^of), la hope of his preseace, and 19 
huml^ 4^ire of his blessipg* He hath ^ombed--* 
*^ lurall j>lapea» n^heie X xee9rd my name, I will coasifi 
^qto thficit ai^d 1 will ble^. thee/' This promise i^ 
enlarged b^ the deicJaratian.of the Sayioiir-^^^ Wh^e 
4m>9fi thiN^arefij^thered together in 1^. name| th^ 
Wal in the.9Eii^tof tben^^.'V And i^ he apt fsithr 
fill to h^ FC^4 ^ Thousands haise found him faitbAdt 
and ]»w (^jos^ tiojes qf refF9s)ai!ng from tbet pre- 
4e9^ €)f th? Lmd ; by waiting pn him^rtileir strength 
ijm bew.r^ewed^. and he has ma<^ ihem jpjfiil in the 
^MWsaoC pfi^ipr. In this .hoija^ -may He meet witfi 

* * * 
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ii8| retreal his mercy, exert - his power, and bestow 
hb grace! — Observe, 

IL The Messenger employed : ^' The Angel of 
the Lord." 

Moses was a messenger to the children of Israel, 
Joshua also, Elijah, and many others : but a moch 

Setter than these was here, — a special, a heMcnhf 
essenger. 

It is l^e concurrent opinion of the best commen- 
tators that this was not a created angel, but ^' this 
Angel of the Covenant,'' the Son of God himself. It 
is certain he did frequently appear in visible form 
under the Old Testament dispensation ; as to Abra* 
ham on mount Moriah, to Moses at the bush, and to 
Joshua at the borders of Jericho. The language also 
used, in the former verses, is hi^ly favourable tb 
this sentiment, and seems indeed to confirm it ; for 
who but the Lord of angels could say— ^* I made you 
to go up out of Egypt; aod / said, / will never brealc 
wjf covenant with you ?'* 

But this ** Angel of the Lord" is said to ^' come up 
from Gilgal to Bochiip." In what sense is this to te 
trnderstocNd? Gilgal, it will be remembered, was the 
scene of interestmg transactions between the Lord and 
the Israelites. There stood thememorial of their d6li« 
verance at Jordan ; and there was the solemn renewal 
of their covenant by circumcision, and keeping the 
passover ; but since these transactions, they had re- 
volted exceedingly. The Lord, therefore, in the 
riches of his mercy, again visits this people ; and iil 
Bochim revives the impressions which had been fell^ 
and the resolutionil which had been formed, at GilgaL 

Here then was a large assembly, and the most ex- 
alted Messenger employed to address them;-*-tfae 
same, brethren, who in his word tAittsseA yoa. 
When we preach, you hear the voice of a man of infinm- 
ties similar to your own; but the message b the word 
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of God; What we deliver b his name, and accord* 
10^ to hk revealed truth, is sanctioned with--*" Thus 
aaith the Lord !? We arrogate nothing to ourselves: 
it would ill becomes US) but we may be allowed to 
'^ magnify our offioe :'^ as Christian ministersy thera^ 
fore, we address you in the name of Christ ; we eomie 
to you as bis servants, and on business which he ap^ 
points : '^ as thoudi God did beseech you by us ; wt 
p^y you in Chrisrs stead, be ye reconciled to G^m].** 
iiet it be impressed on the mind, as a truth of solemti 
miportance, that when assembled as at this hour, 
God is the acknowledged object of your worship—- 
God^ is the author of bis own word. God is present 
in his cmlinaBces— -God speaks by his messengers, and 
demands ydur devout attention, your humble £uth; 
your submissive and obedient compliance with his 
truth.*— ObservCi . 

IIL The ADDRESS delivered. 
. This we have in the three preceding verses,^ ^irfiicli 
•re h^hly interesting: ** And an Angel of the Lord 
ctoie up from Gilgal to Bocbim, and said, I made 
ybu to go up out of Egypt, and have brou^t you 
unto the land which I sware unto your fathers $ and 
I said, I will never break my covenant with you. 
And yoa dmll make no league with the inhabitants of 
this land; you shall throw down their altars'; but ye 
ksMre not ob^ed my voice ; why have ye done this? 
Wherefore I also said, I will not drive them out from 
before you ; but they shall be as thorns in your sides^ 
vdA thar gods shall be a snare untb you." In tfaese^ 
verses several things are observable; and they apply 
with much proprie^ io ourselves. 
\ Here is, first, a statement of what the Lord had 
done fer this people :««-^' I ma^e you tago up out i^ 
IfgyptV that land of slavery, that scene of degrada*- 
tion and toil, '* and have brought you unto the land 
ivbich I sware unto your fittba-i}/' This waathecom* 
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pktioit lof his woi^ . £be did iml kcgili to ddtvei^ 
fkod thealEul of his pwpoee ; he didf not kaiv&ttiMi 
in Ihe wUderneas^ hiit wBlohed mex them m& tender 
Hi^lijeitude, and put tiiem in »otii«l pMseBsioo of the 
yomisicd land*. It was, a proof of the eimeding 
mealnett of hb ponror^ and abb of Us iiiitfifiili\es» ; 
tor Ganaan waa the inhedfaace which he^had emgsgai 
lordi^e. 

Nesa they are told what the Lord had prmmsedt^ 
I^Bk&BEkx ^^ I said^ I will never break ipy edwnadt 
ynk\k you.'^. Here was additiooal isLVfOKXCy aKi4 a 
s^^ensn eogogemest of fidelity. He took the- people 
whom be baa rescued ivom thnddoov and Ivaagfat 
into liberty, to be his peeidiar charge, aod . ta» eiqoy 
his distinguished affection. A .copy < of tins ^ogage^ 
meoit we bane in the pnoinise to Abcaham : '^ I will 
establish my covenant between me a^ itfaee,. «Qd tfa^ 
seed after thee, in their generations, for an everlast* 
ing covenant ; to beA&od ulito^thee,.f«Ddtathj^ seed 
aftet^ tbee*;' It had been well \& tbMr&de% had 
resembled his ; then would thisir. peace hare heeniaa 
ariver^ aDdtbdrpr<)isperityperni8iientaft.arock! / 
'Th^are also reioijsdjsd of tvhatthe Lord requini 
of thm ; ^^ Ye shall fioake no. leaguis iwiUi the kduu 
bitantflof this land." Notiuog .owU .he* moipe Keaft* 
sooable Ihan this injunction* The oiigbai iabafair 
lanta of : €anaan were their enemies, and the enemies 
of Aeir €rod ; why then should they think o£;aaf 
league with tliuem ?-^^' You shall throw domn tbeil^ 
idtars." This was equally reasonable, for whal had 
Isvaeljles ta doVith idolatry ? What had wotslapt 
pera of the true God, a pec^le who had Jehovah in 
covenant with them^ to do with araseless idoU^ and 
with altiirsof miquity and sia ? One would naturally 
hsM. expeeled: tlueir prompt and penieveni^: ooni^ 



* Gea* xiiL 7; 



7%e Tsr deities at Bdchtrn. S5t 

* fiut'it Is aflfecting to leiim what tlie*Lbrd received 
^romtliem— tbettiannerin which he was requited iot 
all his fevours f " Ye have not obeyed my voice.'' 
^e dhai^e is express ajifid pointed. They had leagued 
with the Canaanites, spared their altars, connived at 
Ihiiir idolati^y ; and all'thi^ in direct opposition to the 
^dmmand of Jehovah :*^** Why have ye done thu?'^ 
Nothing could be more affecting than this rempn- 
sfratice : as if he had said, What motive can you 
have, what reason canyoii give^ what' excuse can you 
offer, for such disobeditdnce ? Thieir sin may be ac- 
counted for, but it can* never be justified. Indolence 
may partly account for it? tooppose evil required vi- 
^ktice and exertion* Covetousness perhaps had its 
influence : they .might join with the Canaanities iri 
iiope of sordid gain. Love of idolatry, -a secret *in- 
l^itiatid^n to the practices of' heathen nations, mighi 
induce ^em to spare their altars and to palliate tli^ir 
sin. Btit i/;26^2i^ was the grand cause, and lay at 
^ root' of all their disobedience : a careless dlsVe^^ 
gaW ta the authority of Heaven; producing a dittii-' 
*ial distrust of the ^ower and promise of the Most 
High, was the spring of all their apostacy. 
- Lastly is recorded what the Lord threatened 
agltinst them : ^* Wherefore I also said, I will not 
drive them out froni before you ; but they shall be as 
thorns' in your sides, and their gods shall be a snare 
totoyou." Here was righteous retribution • thisy 
were punished by weapons of their own making ; nor 
can we wonder at this ihark of the Divine displea- 
sure. The enemies whom they treated* as friends 
should be continued among them, but not for their 
comfort: they should irritate and torment them per-' 
I^tually. . An evil of much greater magnitude was, 
their sotils would sustain most serious injury : the 
idolatry which they allowed would subject them to 
powelrful temptation: th^y would find' themselves in 
constant danger from these false gods, of being 
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Sni$£gt irariei of dbrkness, are utterly ioMcufiable. 
^* What £nHt had yon ia those thiogs whereof jou are 
now aBhafaod ? £ur the »nd of those things is death.'^ 

Hence observe, we must expect to smart for our 
folly, as well as the Israelites. They spared the 
OaBsamttsB^ aikl joiq^ in oopfederacy with them to 
tbnir liort ; and we^ if we ^pare uur lusts, and cherish 
onr ficcret sins, it will bte to our hitter tfost If w^ 
fiuley with ttaiptation, and yield to the tempter, what 
ciUi tvB look for but dand^i* aad disgrace? How 
affecting is the appeal of the Prophet : ^^ Hast tbop 
faofc procured this unto thyaelf^ in that thou has^ for- 
iaken the Lord thy God^ ^hen he led thee by the 
W9J ? Thioe own wiekedheas shall correct thee^ aad 
thy backslidings shall reprove thee<" ^' Thy way anjl 
'Ay doitigs have procuiied tbesd things unto thee, ^hfs 
ia Ahy wickednesa because it is latter, because if, 
M4etiAth unto thine hearth .^^ I>oubtless man's mis- 
^dosducfc is tbd cause of his own anisery; and it is 
right it should be sdi He castsi dust in his eyes; hcl 
plants thorns in his sides ; he torments himself, by 
wrldiig hisi own perverse wiU, and fallowing his own 
tjrao^ed waya. The Israelites ^^ lusted exceedingly 
« the wilderness^ and teno^d God in the desert :" 
«pd marie the result i *' he gave them their request, 
Attt sent leanness into their soult^" Thus, we love 
td indulge onr humour, iteseek to accomplish our 
Mlfi^ acuA BvuM projects : God, in rigbtepus jud^ 
ment, may permit us to succeed, and what h tim 
conseqseoee ? Nothing in many instaneea but dark- 
Mi^ and dist^esa ! Nothing frequently but bitternes% 
Mortification, and regret ! 

l%e» let us be wise, while wisdom n^ay serve us 1 
Wisa to avoid sin ; wise to, be penitent for it, and 
viaiebAil against it ; wise to recdve the Saviqi^,, an^ 
'$^ adhere conatantfy to Him* And may our isKprova- 

♦ }€u ii. 17. 10 ; iv. Id. + ts. cvi. 14, 15. 
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mentof the tender mercies of the Lord, the kind expos* 
tulations of his word, supersede the necessity of his 
threatenings, mitigate his corrections, and avert bis 
severer j udgments ! — Observe, 

« 

IV. The EFFECT produced :—*' And it came to 
pass, when the Angel of the Lord spake these words 
unto all the children of Israel, tliat die people lift up 
their voice and wept. And they called the name of 
that place Bochim ; and they sacrificed there unto the 
Lord." 

The word ^^ Bochim'" means weepers ; a new and 
very appropriate name given to this' place of general 
lamentation, and designed to perpetuate the remem- 
1)rance of the event. 

King Jodah wept when the long>-neglected book of 
the law was read ; the Jews also wept in the time of 
Ezra, on a similar occasion ; and here, as the efiect of 
this pathetic address from the Angel of the Lord» 
the congregation of Israel were dissolved in universal 
concern. 

And why did they weep ? What was the charac* 
ter of their tears ? We hope they were tears of peni^ 
tence; that they sprung from godly sorrow, and uur 
dissembled contrition on account of sin. We hope 
the people were smitten with remorse, filled with 
shame, and deeply abased because of their ingrati* 
tude and provocations against Infinite Goodness and 
Love. 

And may we not presume that prayers were 
minted with t^ars ? for they '^ lift up their voice and 
wept" It is probable that they cried unto the Lord 
fbr mercy, and besought him in earnest supplication 
to turn away his wratb, and to restore the majiifesta* 
tions of his favour. Here was, however, a very power- 
ful effect produced — an effect not partial, not confine4 
\o a fe\v : pne feeling of cojpQpimction and grief seems. 
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to have pervaded the whole assembly, till all thd 
people were visibly and deeply affected. . 

From this remarkable fact let us apply a question 
to ourselves :-^What influence has tiie word preached 
among us P In other words, Where are your tears, 
and where are. your players? Thank God ! neither 
the one nor tiie other are altogetiier restrained^ 
The tears of Christian worshippers are sometimes 
witnessed ; and your prayers, breathed from a coptrite 
hearty go up as ^^ a memorial before God." These 
are happy effects, and we contemplate them with 
grateful pleasure 1 But why are they not more fire* 
quent ? It is owing to the hardness pf the human 
heart, and b an aifiecting proof of the deep degeneracy 
of man. How seldom can our places of worship be 
ealled '^ fiochim !" How rarely are religious assem* 
blies weepers I Terrors do not move ; mercies do 
not melt ; the most attractive and the most alarming 
truths are often heard without emotion or concern } 
and when some appearance of penitence does exist, 
how transient its continuance, and how unfruitful its 
influence ! 

Beseech the Lord to apply hb word with alip^hty 
enei^ to the hearts of men ; and that the Hi^y 
Spint, accompanying the word, may convince of ^h, 
humble in contrition, and irevive with hope. And 
may such effects, where they do appear, be lasting ! 
May your daily conduct prove the sincerity of your 
repentance and the Divine - origin of your faith I 
JM^y your holy deportment to the end of life evince^ 
that your hearts are right with God, sound in hia 
statutes, and stedfast in bis covenant 1 

It is added, as another part of the effect produced 
on this memorable occasion, ^' And there they sacri« 
ficed unto the Lord.'!— Regard this, as an act of 
seligious tvorship. Wbep the tumult of their grief 
had subsided^ they cbeciriully engaged in the tervica 
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which had either beea neglwtftd or pBrfermed niilb 
indifference. ^^ What hful ttie^ to do any more wkic 
idols ?" Convinced of duty, and awakened to a sense 
•f obligation, they worshipped the true QoA^ aocotd* 
kig to the manner of bis own appointment : ^^Tkeff 
sacrificed unto the Lord*''~'Coasider it ake^ as an. 
aot bf telf^dedieation, Hiey bad grieroosly wmlltd 
from the Lord, had sunk into a state of crimioal de^ 
elension : their baitlc9)idings testified againal them { 
but now they arisen aad redira] their langw^ iv 
effi^t was^ ^O Lord our God^ other lofds b^idea 
tbeo hav^ had dominion orer es ; but by ttee oi^ 
will w« make mention of thy name f * thair ifivilalica 
to each otlier was, *^ Gome, and let us joiti ourdelMe 
to the Lord, in a peppetaal coveniuit, tbat shall not be 
forgotten/'— But sacrificea under the Law, vese 
typical oC the grt^ii Suerifice which the Gespd 
exhibits. How for thtise Israelites uikterstood thia^ 
}i not certain : here was, however, % sgoificeat 
emblem of llie atonement ol Jesus Christy wUeb 
l^orious reality the fttitb of befovevs regarded in all 
eges of the chureh. They were tau^t, by tdbe insta* 
tution of sacrifices, that '' without sheddihs of blood 
i| no mnission ;*' and wc«c^ dfteeted to u3l forward 
IP the appearing and offiMJdsef ^ die Lamb of Geri| 
iHiicb taketh away the sin of the world,*' 

And heie we s^erijke nmta the Lord: ki thia 
t>l{io^, and at this time, we engage in rdSgioos wors^p^ 
auid nsntw the dedicalien of outedytft le the Most 
Ifigh* Let M do it ^^ with simplieily and go4^^ 
sfoeerity f' and efipeeia% in tbeeieiciseof foit)^, mid 
bi^,aiidloye» la all our approaokestoGpo^ wlietber 
in his house or in our owe, wliatbcs* ki social eeridet^ 
eir in private dbvotion, let us ever r^cd the seciifice 
of the blessed Saviour t '' The blood of Jesvs Chriat^ 
W SoD^ eleanseth us fhnn all sin,'* gives us aoeesa 
wMl^i^^ vail; promotes our peace, and procwas 
efernal blessibgs^ IiOok> tberdbiee, to t6e cross of 
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Jesus fqr acceptance, and to bis Spirit for assistance; 
relying on him as your righteousness and strength } 
receiving him as your salvation and your all ! This 
being the cas^, jour, impression? iviU not be transient, 
as were thos* bi the . Isnid(tte > yduf g^K>dness will 
not resemble the morning cloud, or the early dew, 
which passeth awa^ ; but will be an abiding prin- 
ciple, a heavenly hgbt, wUch *^ sbinetb mcnre and 
Wf^tft v^to fhp perfect dc^i" 
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SERMOI* XXII. 



SPIRITUAL KNOWLEDGE ATTAINED. 



1 COR. 11. 12. 

Now we have received^ not the spirit of the worlds 
but the Spirit which is of God ; that we might 
know the things that are freely given to us of 
God. 

X HE distinction between true Christians and others 
is great. It is determined by the things which they 
regard, the knowledge which they attain, and the 
Spirit which they possess. Each of these is stated in 
the text ; and a careful examination of ourselves by 
these marks will lead 4is to an acquaintance with our 
true character. 

It has often been remarked, that to be a Christian 
in name only, is nothing. We must be such in deed 
and in truths or we are strangers to the comforts of 
Christianity, we are unacquainted with its supporting 
and purifying efficacy. The Apostle felt the impor- 
tance of this for himself, and he was ever careful to 
inculcate it on others : in all his Epistles, it is the 
power of godliness, the vital energy of the religion 
of Christ, tifiat he exalts and recommends. — In speak- 
ing from the text, we notice» 
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I. The THINGS to which it refers* 
Doubtless they are the blessings of Christianity^ 
the principles and discoveries of the Gospel. Tlieso 
are expressed under a variety of names in the verses 
connected with the text : (v. 9.) ^' The things which 
God hath prepared for them that love him :" (v. 10,) 
"The things which God hath revealed unto us by 
his Spirit:" (v. 14,) " The things of the Spirit of 
God:'' (v. 11.) '^ The things of God:" and in the 
words first read, *' The things that are freely given 
to us of God." 

Now these blessings, of Christianity these disco^ 
veries of the Gospel, thusr variously denominated, are, 
I. Spiritual in their nature.— Indeed, they have 
this high and peculiar character (v. 13.), ^^ spiritual 
things ;" distinct from the things of earth, and time, 
and sense. — They relate to God, who is a Spirit, 
a pure and infinite Spirit They regard the soul, and 
its spiritual concerns, its eternal salvation. They 
refer to heaven ; and all its society, its employments, 
and pleasures, are purely spiritual. The things of 
the world ar^ accordmg to the world : they partake of 
its nature and resemble it: but the things of the 
gospel are according to the gospel ; arid they bring 
the happy possessor of them into the enjoyment of 
its spiritual privileges, hopes, and prospects. 
, % They are Divine in their origin : " given to us of 
God*^ — God himself, you perceive, is their Spring or 
Source. All the great and good things of the gospel 
are in Him, and come from Him. Whether it 
exhibit grace or truth, it is " of God." Whether we 
speak of pardon^ or peace, or hope, or joy, these are 
all " of God." If Jesus CJirist be our " wisdom, 
righteousness, sanctification, and redemption," he is 
made these unto us " of God." Whatever relates to 
the individual happiness of believers, or to the salva- 
tion and prosperity of the whole church, all has the 
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stamp, of Divinity upon it,— all w ^^of Ood.^ •'tor 
of Him, and tbroQ|h Him^ and to Wm^ are all thkigs; 
to whom be glory for ever, Afliefi." 

3. They are/rrtf in their comm^tniciitiM ; net only 
•• revealed'' in the Scriptures, or the report <tf the« 
tlearly made known, but '^freefy gfoen to iii/'— The 
^ood thingd of the gospel ftow to men, irrespettive 
of human worthiness : they flow freely^ or they woald 
never have reached us ; and the thatmel of fbei^ 
conveyance, the medium by which they desceod, is 
the Sacrifice, the Atonement of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. '^He that spared not his own S<m^ but 
delivered Him up for us all, h<nr shall lienot with HkH 
also freely give us all things ?"* These thitiga, so 
freely given, and given with Christ, are tbtf thhigs of 
the gospel, the great realities of salvatioii by a cru« 
cifidl Redeemer. ** This b the record," the sub- 
stance of evan^Iical testimony, ^ that God ItttK 
given to us eternal life,''--more he could not bestow ; 
eternal life is the completion of all gospel blessings jf 
'* and this life is in his Son.*' It is in falm, tob6 
communieated by him, '' without money and without 
price.'* This is his langaage, " If any man tftirsf, 
let him come linto me and drkik.** These dm hk 
words, and all his words are weighty : tiiey are MtMU 
and true: ^ I will give mrto him that is athiitsf^ of 
the fountain of the water of life freely J^ And in Kar- 
mooy with this invaluable procn»e, fs the tender m^ 
endearing invitation : ^ Let him that is athirst, come; 
and whosoever wiH^ let him take the water of Bfe 
freely.'* 

The blesskigs <^ the glorious Grospel, remember, 
tfre too preckrus to be estimated by human skill, ftr 
too exalted to be purchased by human merit' tiiqf 
are at once distinguished by dieir unspeakable w^ortb, 
and by their gratentousttid liberal grant,— ^' theflliitgs 
that are freely ^ven to us of God.** AxA^tsiSLtSj 
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of w teJKt them r God fturbid! In tiiis ire reject; 
osr own happiness ; we procure our own destruc^oo i 
ttod to all etef nitf shall have to reproach our folly, 
takA shall snik in tinavailing regret and anguish. 
Keep in mind ; '^ Every good gift, and erery perfect 
gpfty is from above^ and comedi down from the Father 
oi I^hts ;'* &ai surely the blessk^ of the gospel 
am i»ong tbe best, the most perfect ! Docs any 
QUie feel fais\need of these Uessings? ^Let him 
ask of God, who ^veth to all Uberally, and up- 
hoddeth not; and it shall be given him*."~-We 
cieerve^ 

II. The KirowLftDOs of diese things : ^^ that we 
mij^ ktww Ae things that are freely given to us of 
Gtid.** 

It 18 evident this knoiwledge must be personal.-*^ 
la orcker to 'its answering any useful end, we must 
have it ibr oursclvea : it must be that acquaintance 
with the thin^ of the sospel which is exjperimental, 
wliiofa belongs to a man^ own mind, and intsrests the 
&elhigs of his own heart It is desirable to see know* 
hdge spread among others^ and pleasing to be our^ 
selves the instruments of its diffusion ; but the great 
concern which in volvea my present and eternal happi- 
aesa i»^What do I knowt^ and is the knowledge 
wfaii^ I attain abiding? Is it impressed en my mind^ 
kud wroi^ht into the affections of my heart ? 
• It must also be scripturaL^^^Ow acquaintance 
wilh. '^ tfie things freely given to us of God" must 
be according to the true nature of these things ; what 
#e acknowledge as evangelical troth must agree 
with the gospel. Now, all religibos knowled^ is 
certainly not of das description : mcsnacqnire notions, 
or Ibey fhtme them in dieir own fanc^, that will not 

* J^mtat i« 4 If * 
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bear the test of the holy Scriptures. They tbink^ 
perhaps, that ^eir sentiments are favoured by a few 
detached passages, but do not consider the wei^t of 
argument against them. Neglecting the important 
role of '^ comparing spiritual things with spiritual/' 
they perceive not, that their system is unsupported by 
revealed truth, and utterly subversive of tlie analogy 
or ** proportion of faith." It is of great moment, 
that all our views of religious truth be regulated by 
the unerring, uniform standard of the Bible. 

This knowledge must also be accompanied with 
faith. — Of what avail is it, if a man in bis heart 
does not believe what he knows ? Let his views be 
ever so scriptural and correct, they are of no saving 
worth, unless he give credit to them with his whole 
soul. " Repent, and believe the gospel:'* — " Believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou.shalt be saved/' 
Ask yourselves, tlierefore, whether you so understand 
the things of the gospel as to approve of them, to 
fall in with them, and cordially to embrace them. 
*^ Blessed are the people that know the joyful sound;" 
that so know it as to love it, to feed by faith upon it, 
and thus find it ^* the joy and the rejoicing of their 

heart!" . . . 

It must likewise be productive o{ fruit. — Faith is 
known by its fruit, and the value of knowledge is 
determined by its influence and effects. ^^ The grace 
of God bringing salvation:" what does it t^jchi 
•^ To deny ungodliness and worldly lusts, and to live 
soberly; righteously, and godly in tins present world." 
The fruits of the Spirit, you know what these are : 
f ^ Love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, good* 
nessi fidelity,. meekness, temperance.'' " If ye know 
these things, happy are ye if ye do them." Yes; wo 
are happy in proportion to our evangelical obediencef 
the attendant of knowledge, and the fruit of faith. 
And is there not in all this something highly de- 
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sirable? It is this, indeed, which constitutes the 
Christian — ^the holy, happy Christian : he knows the 
things which are freely ^ven to him of God, 

But this brings us to the next branch of the subject; 
and its practical importance is evident. 

III. The way in which this knowledge 
IS attained. That we might know these things, 
^^ we have received not the spirit of the world, but 
the Spirit which is of God," 

Here is the aid of a Spirit, by which the Apostle 
and his friends became savingly acquainted with the 
truths and bliessings of the gospel. 

What this Spirit was not, is first described : ^' We 
have received not the spirit ^ the world.** It if 
probable the Apostle particularly refei's to the spirit 
jof the wise of the world; men of science and phi- 
losophy, the rulers and princes of the world, men- 
tioned in the former verses. Now their spirit, or the 
governing principle of their hearts, was not friendly 
to the attainment of the things of the gospel ; just 
the reverse. It was a spirit of pride» of self-suffi- 
ciency, of prejudice, and conceit. 

But it applies to Christians in general, and to all 
luies and circumstances of the church. ^' The spirit 
of the world" is that which once we imbibed, and by 
which we were governed ; but as. the subjects of reger 
nerating grace we have now received not the spirit of 
the world. Observe its character: John calls it, 
" the spirit of error*." It cannot therefore be friendly 
to our knowledge of the truth. James speaks thus : 
" The spirit that dwelleth in us" — that is, in us by 
nature — " lusteth to envyf ,'* orenviously. Itisaspirit 
ofenvy, the spring of numerous unhallowed passions, 
which only defile and distract the soul : it cannot 
Iberefore assist, but must unspeakably hinder, our atr 

* 1 John iv, 6. t ifsuiies iv. 6^ 



S70 Spiritual Jj^noadedge utiaiMeA^ 

tamment of the thtnos of the gospel. Paul, raletnilg 
to the same spirit, &nomiQCitet it, ^^ the spirit that 
now worketh in the cbfldren of disobedience*/' Thte 
assuredly can be no good spirit, and he amst vfovk 
to no good end ! It is, in the emphatic laQg^a^ of 
Inspiration, ^' the Devil and Satan, which deceiveth 
the whole world f!" Brethren, if we are tnieChristians, 
me have not received, but have renounced^ this spiiit 
It is ^^ from beneath ;" a nfirk of eiror, of flivy, of 
disobedience, and of death. At best; it is -^ spirit 
of pride and carnal poKoj, whicb never hdpe» but 
sdwa^ obstruct^ and, as moch as pdssibl^ exclude^ 
the nght knowledge ot the things which are fytdf 
given to us of G^. ^* The natural iBao'*»««« man 
not regenerated, not bom again from abom, hoivaw 
aagacioiis and learned he nay be, however abatmcte^ 
from sensual indulgences^ and remote from dissipated 
pleasures-^-tbe mere *^ naturid man reoelFeth not 
the tilings of ii^e Spirit of God $ the^^ are Ibolisbnett 
to him ; neither can he know them, became Ifa^ 
are spiritually discerned.** Hete id a £ftct that abasoi 
fhe pride of mortals, and amks ua in the dust. An 
any attaching high intportance to ^uioan intellect sa 
^ concerns of salvation ? ^* The loftiMes of man 
shall be bowed do^wn, and the hanghtinesa of mtsi 
shall be made low ; and the Lord alone shall be cap* 
alted.'^ '^ Not 1^ mi^t) nor by power, but by a^ 
Spirii^ sailh the Lord of Hosts.'' 

Hence we have next stated, who this Spirit w«s« 
r— " we have received the Spirit xchich is qf€M.^ 

This n a good Spirit, the vcrverse of that whieii «a 
Iba^e noticed, and producing opposite etfeets. The 
Sf»rft of God is God himself dweHlag in tfiebeaft 
by feith and love, in all bis eirfi^ile^ng, venno^ 
puriff^iug influence. We attempt not to espkiiiil^w 
ihi» 18^ or ta deseribe the mode of the Spiril's opai^ 
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nitiop w the ooul oC man ; \mt ^ f»ot is certain, 
«ad ev^y tnw Chm<MHi i& bumtif a witne^a to \\$ 
TMlity ;*<*4)« ia ^^ ^n babitatiop Qi God tturovgb 1^ 
Spbit-" 

Qltferw Im mmuis^ ;«>^th9 HqI^p Spirit* nad S]^ 
of boliaeas; the Spirit of wiidonii the Spirit of 
gCHM; tbeSpidt c^ truth j the Spirit of Chrkit ; the 
Spirit which i» of God. 

Jii« i2/^S(w ere prinviptUy thow ;~to tee^h, to 
gwd^ ^ eD^hten, Uo ealiveo, to coioffMrt, to purify 
tbo^p«h^ Tho y»x 8ugpBt» hia ofiee m a Teftdier ; 
for ho is reosiiv^d, '^ tbAt we might know tho duop 
li^hicb aro ^oely j^eq tQ Uft <tf God*" 

Tbw WW renrded in wcWirt prediction : '' II ii 
fi^rittea ix\ the JPso^j^het^ Aod they 9hftU %11 bo taught 
of God* ^Vf oiaPf. thore£Q«ie» thtt hath heard> md 
^tbjbs^rned of tho i^^ytbar,; cowetb wto me*/' Xht 
f«th^ teiichoi )^y tb( Sipirit; mA bk^ tbMM:biog im- 
f«iiahly le«49 tp £Mtbt imd bope^ wd lest in tbo 
)UM*d Ji«aiip CbriAt Thie i$ st^ more deerly ox# 
pi>99«^ ; ^' WbttP bie, the Spirik of tintth> ia omm 
^ mi «iido yau imto ^U ^utb^bo shail glorify mft| 
Igip 1^1 shatt ifooai^e 5^ foiee,. md ihidl show it onto 
youf." The primitive Chmtiiioa OKperieoeod ibis 
in a happy degree. The Apostle rembds them of it : 

'/ yob<|vo w HiKAio^i from the Hol(yOwi»o»dye kiow 

aU t)^qg8«'' Th(ey iwose ib^vourod with w extensive 

ami bptipvedsiY^ Mq^aMAwoowitb ^«gr«at principles 
w^ dwcovei^i^s of Chri^^ewty , md tbii^ iNy a^eyed 
by tbo t^acl^^ of tbo Spirit. ^ God: '' And tiie 
anoROtim wh«^ ye haive reeei^ of btiq» obideth 10 
jQti^" Teas i«as^^r ensiegr; v^A^ if we bAve receive 
tt^Uame Spirit^ ifi»bibed wo safoo iofluenee, it is our 
ifpOSplatioQ^ tb^t tbft g6«te i« oot treoaieat^ not dela« 
sive : it abideth in us, that we may know, stiU mom 

ami bettiw» '"^ tbo tibiqgii ^ifibwe^seely g^iea to us, 
« ^9hf»!«L46, t loin «Tt. lai 14. 
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Remember, therefore* it is not enough that these 
things are^tVen, and are pven freely. — We know thent 
not to the saving benefit of the soul, till we learn themf 
hiy the teaching of " the Spirit which is of God,*^ 
liCt this important truth affect your hearts. What- 
ever external advantages you may have ; whatever 
thirst for knowledge you may feel, whatever oppor* 
tunities of satisfying this desire you may enjoy, you 
become wise unto salvation only "by the teaching 
of " the Spirit which is of God." The holy Scrip- 
tures were given by him, and he enlightens the mind 
to understand them ; he opens tbe heart to receive 
them ; be subdues its prejudice and its^ride, so that 
the most self-abasing truths are cordially embraced. 
And this I pray, in the language of an inspired 
Apostle, *^ that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Father of glory, may give unto you the Spuit tk 
wisdom and revelation, in the knowledge of him ; the 
eyes of your understanding bdng enlightened, that 
you may know what is the hope of his callings ant) 
what the riches of the glory of his inheritknde' in the 
saints ; and what is the exceeding greatness f>f his 
power to usward who believ^ according to the 

working of bis mighty power." * 

» .1 . . 

In the IMPROVEMENT of the subject we inquire, 
1. What is the knowledge which you are seeking? 
Is it, or is it not, the knowledge of " the things 
which are freely gjlven to us of iGod ?" Acc^uaintance 
with other things is lawful and proper. W6 allow 
the utility of most bf anches of science ; but, while 
these are pursued, how culpable is the neglect of the 
highest and noblest realities! What can compen- 
sate for ignorance of the things which belong to our 
peace? 

' The season of youth is the most favourable for 
acquiring knowledge; and this applies to the know* 
ledge of the Gospel ; but how rarely are young per- 
sons in earnest in this ooncern ! Thank Gbd^ ther^ 
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M0([ bapp^ ekeeptidm to this too-gsneral Mglect^ ; 
and <ivr4b invite our yourig friends to V gofonvard. Be 
not dishtart^ed at the diflkuUia^ of the way, or at' 
the sld\v¥ieas' of ybur' dit^ress c you have committed' 
yoursel v^ to ah able Uciidev td a good Teacher. S it > 
at ills (eeti and hear his ti ords i listen to the ^^ stiU 
acHall-yoioe"' of his Spii^iti How kind his promise! 
" I am the Lord thy Ood, who teacheth thee to > 
profit" Hdw rich ^otir encotiragenient !*^' Than 
shall pte know, if we fc^oiv on to know the Lord.^ ' 
i :9« What is iht prqfidbncy whiqh yoa are making? 
, • Tlik c[ue^tbn particularly i^oncer as ag6d t)rofessor3 
of n^gion ; and some of yoa may be of this descrip*^ 
tldft : > yoii have long been planted in the house of 
the Ldtd ; but what is yoor growth? Do you flou«* 
ri^ iM^you firuit&il in the courts 6f our G od ? Does 
j^dor: jprogress keep pace^^ witfc your ^ears ? Does 
It bear aiiy proportion to your religious advantages ? 
TheiclMUKB of tiie Apostle applies to many among 4iis : 
*! Fbrtbe tknre ye ought to be teachers, ye have need 
tbatobe teach you' again whieb be tlie first principles of 
thb toities 6f God; and iiTre become/* through stoth 
Bad ainfiil indifference,' '^ such as have need of milk, 
aafiioM of strong nmt«'* It is commonly the case/ 
tbatthe^'wlioare ino^t deficient in spiritual attain* 
mehts, «re miMt satisfied with &emsrtv^9 and neg- 
)igeyiti>of 'the means adapted to their best improve- 
iriteL v Is it JO wkii'j^uf • Ur^ the inquiry with 
diligesee ;: :and^ feeling 'your defi^ency, lament it; 
rfss^ve against it ; and be determined; by the grace 
<xf (j^/to rise an bbljr activity. Dp not embitter 
your last days with negligence and folly, with i^yor 
nnce and sloth, but f^orsue^ with increasing ardotir, 
the . knowledge of th»'tbhigs wiucta are freely given 
tbybu of God. 

1 3. What is the spirit which you hate, smd under 
which you live? Is it **ihe spirit of the worfeJ/* 
or « the Spirit which is of God?'' If the former, 
VOL. II. .«:....-. ... 
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^ow {M'tofesQion ^Co^igioii ^icUAu^iqih apd^youif pcpK. 
iackncy, must need» be sQiftll :^ iiKlee4» it is not pro^: 
iicieocy, exceot io vcror apd sk).? jt is* profftM:Oviyi 
in '^ the brotMl way tba^ lea4i«tb to destoiotiw/' Be< 
admoniabed: tQ gu^d agp.in$t the spirit' ol.tbe i«orkk 
«fi you would i^gaiost ^ most dangarottsdisoaae.^ 
ife mtfumfce. i» n¥)at barieful^ its result ia ruin :-^f*\ t^. 
bexanmlly minded is de4tb>''* 
i A professor .oi religion is cbaracierized> by nbdiii^i 
80 dearly as by die spirit wbidi be possessea; mL 
inwardfr«iliiift priaolplfl of^bis thoughts^ bia words, s^d 
actions^ ** ll any man bate not tbe Spiiat of Ghiri^^ 
he is none of bis/' He may imagine the emtitu^i^ 
heraay suppose himself a disciple of Cbrist» a cfalUi 
of God» an heir of. glory; but;theSa?ioi^.disawmi 
hmt-rfis. is ifwne, qf hiss and ere loogt he wiU .de^ 
noaace against all sucb, ^- I.never knew you; j^^jok^ 
jTQmvMf !^\ 

Let this, therefore^ be an^ imiMediate * aqdiseriona. 
inquiry: have you received^ and; do yoii diecisb; 
** tbe Spirit which is of God ?" It is kBowSilmitii 
fruk and effects^: ^' they that; are i aftfcn thelSaso dAt 
KjiisA the things of: tbe msb ; but they .thatianatiaflscf^ 
the Spirit, tbe thinga of the St)iiit#'-i Ha?»yoUMri^ 
tural evidence that tbe Holy; S^it isjwitb/y^(:aadf 
d welleth in you ? Priw ^hts feUnavsb^i ^o&ejpj :faui 
dictates; ^eve him not Take.coostaatijhiaaditbfrtt 
you cast no damp on his sacned inj9u«nse by slothi 
and sin. Liice watcbfuU a^d ^prd^.witiiont; iilaasmgii 
la all your attendance oa the ordinances of.retigioni i 
still ajm at growth, ia the things. & of thejQosfieL* 
Growin gr^ee;t and .above ajP^jQ the kiidwledgeid^ 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus .Christ. ^^I£ynu>lxrai 
after the iksh^ pttshalI;die;.:biitifi]^0|..l}blm^ the* 
Spirit, do mortify the deeds of tbe body,/ youbsbaUL' 
Kv^. For as many as Are led fa^uhe^ Spoirit of^God^ 
theyaie tbesons^of GodV^' i 

* Bom. Tii% 6. 13, 14. 
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iiMV«Mf Artfgl?^ tTrtM'lf»t^ rm^tlblilh^ eofhtHahS^: 

mentsfrom me. ..'..» . m 

lit tiie(viQwii they entarlbki^ tiler dpinti'lht^iH^^ 

i^htcb/.thvyt'ieifbibitii thcnfi am disiaMte temr.iritiibril 
Tbojf arernott ofi^ tl^er .w<irid<; . JeBos hfitiu:ClMmi«lftdt» i 
oelfofi'ibt! thipjp are^not) ebafoiviifed^toHliviiraUc^ttnElii 
tf^nffi]rin^ib}}tbe>iiGn^Miing df the! nndof^^^i^^aMi 

It is well to be rmubadisdi 6£ Iih6 mo^t '|II^ iMud ^hi 
kfiowtolgDd trudni/for O1I0 beoo&fe dtesi iiof^i »f itaulh 
dfepead^dnithei abqiUBiliodiof !w£iati]<l:Qmr, ,«i)bn[ tbel 
apfrfibailion*! anduiinpiroqrdtMdt ofi wfaaf^ isj^alroady^ 
kAOwni i. lYxfre arotcertflirn Mtekvsirfi.ailirdQlves^'iiitiib^ 
our (tan^itioik hene» i ^icbnWe QUglltfjXKi^^ftof!f«rgieib(fi 
aadt ttteitt aie (seMimeiite>bf' tbe^ w<>rd(Df Axb^w^chi: 
ciMKiDC^be tooffiliDiliflfMb tltt iniDdi «ir«U>ti<4N(%^^ 
pMteed on tiM>heMi ;-'• t j: /•■.u vuic. > 

l)ili*tiie!')tb&tH\^e bstycv* . . ' ^s jaii ;1j'il) 

1 1. d^minrlHibi«icpNr0i9Km> : ^ I/aoi ii sb^mg^r-r 
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276 ne Stranger^ s Prayer. 

Who made this confession ? Not a recluse, not 
one who had withdrawn from the world, offended at 
its mi^mers, and resolved to spend the rest of his 
days in solitude. The king of Israel was a social cha« 
racter : he los^ed society, and^bftd necesaadly much to 
do in the nfanagenntent of public affairs) yet he pro- 
fesses himself — ** a stranger in the earth." 

And when was this cohfessibn made ? Under what 
circumstances wajs it expre9sed7^ ,We have, no evir 
dence that ^it^rdferi to a season of deep adversity. 
David filled an elevated station : God had built him 
«bouse» established histhrdnei and prospered his 
reign : his outward situation was affluent ; he was 
beloved by bis friendiB, and revered'by all about him; 
yet tt)is is wba^t he say6 of himself-^^*. I am.a Btwigef 
in the earth,** 

] . A stranger is absent from home. He may ha^ee^ 
abme, btrtlt' is distant ? he is separated frpm'^it; * 
. Thus the Cbristaan has a home, and this home is' 
beavea ; but hei faea not yet reached the happy place. ^ 
He bdongs to another country^ is* bom frdmabove, ' 
is ^^ bi^ftitln again to a lively hope, by the ^resurrec*/ 
item of Jesus Christ from the diead, to ra inherihince • 
inotfm^tible, midafiled^ and that fadeth not awiiy ;" 
but this inheritance he has not received : be is look- 
iaf^ andhbj^g, «nd waitibg^forjt 
i jLet w s^tioosly ask ooiSselves, where itf ouvliome ? 
Isit bdcyw, , or above? Is it on earth, or in heaven ? 
W« mdy judgeof the fiict b v such ioquiriesas these 
•^^litre is 4>ur heart? for where a man^s treasure is, 
tbdre will his heart be also. Where are our affisc* 
tMiis? Wba!t dO'We chiefly love, and in what dd we 
take {if^pcipal delight i We hme all to lament an 
earthly mind, a soul that frequently cleaves to the; 
dust; but are we indeed lamenthig it ? Is the «9oaiid 
of our complaint attended with real and unsigned 
jr^gnet ? Are we never so happj, never' so mudh In 
(fW etemeot, as when most spiritual, most dead to 
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dfc ^fffinAAi «Bd most alive to God and to cotninuftibft 
with him?' These are important inquiries, and by 
the iitabartial answer of them we ascertain our home. 
Let it1i)e remembered, the Spirit of God alone can 
produce this change: nothing less than DIvihe Power 
can abstract us from the things of time, can* fix our 
hearts on heaven, and engage us in heavenly pursuits. 
This Power, therefore, let us implore ; to iMs 
^ Spirit let us look, and his sacred influence let us 
cherish. 

S. A stranger has no fixed residence where hei^^ 
liable to remove, be looks for changes, and tibeets 
'them without surprise. — ^And who is not subject to 
' mutability in such a world as this ? Abraham " s&- 
' joumed in the land of promise, as in a strange coun- 
try, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaa<$ and Jacob, 
the li^irs with him of the same promise; fbr he looked 
for a city which hath foundatipns, ^ose builder aikl 
maker is God :'' and all the ai^cient patriardis ** con- 
fessed that they were strangers and pilgriths On the 
eartSi." It is an interesting and a humbling inquiry 
-*— " Your fathers, where are they ? and the prophets, 
do they live for ever?*' Certainly not: however piou^, 
and faithful, and useful they might be, hon^ever ne- 
cessaxy their life mi^ht appear for the service of the 
church, they, as well as the sons of Levi, ** were 
not suffered to continue by reason of death." It ap- 
plies mdeed to us all, whatever be dur situatibti or 
the disposition of bur minds: '^ We ir6 strangers and 
'tojoumers, as aH our lathers were : our days on the 
earth are as a shadow, and there is none abiding/' 
May we have the heairt of strangers, and 'have 

Srace to maintain cdnsistency of tamper and of /ton- 
uct ! We fdritii our |[^ns, wefb^ter b\it iVisbes, ^ We 
aim at this and the othdr attainment, and i)mk we 
shall be satisfibd whcin it is sisteured ; but have we 
yet to learn that " here we hAve nb! contin\iing.ci^" 
'^--^that^^^ this is not our rest, because it ii pcUutdd?^* 



, j^miewl for % K^r^lynimQ^ ;sJW^i<»-f ^ Q :th»t 
Ibey were wise ; that they understood this; .^iffl$h(^ 

; jfould <0Qn^4ei- their htttor end 4" To J^fietp this end 
•n ?,ieF |R0«j(14 h»|ffiofi MS U«.ino«|t wli^^jjt V^^JMRl^ 
fsfxedaUy .9^ cn^nmofqii^ F.ith.hajb}tw4 ^f)f)e«dei|fie qn 
ttMSpirit offii grttcfi. : ^PtiMwbe»tofpogt>hf;.9ueppwi 
<be Indian jb^ eiffeoj^Uy 4J^84«f(M:«i|iQg ti^ f^- 

jiyife n\\r9^ whiph w ^imm% i<y in xho 4iM»»/Sf whi«h 
4rAmpii|yR«W^od ^iin : h$ i«.np( wholly »iipiff^<?te4 by 

. ^MHPfi ; y^b v^vff thwge which^acera fi i^^idfnt are 
pf li^le ftr,i»P flOKi^fMtlieGMp ^9 A ^i!wel)erj his home 

, k iel^|ifr,h#n9, {iqdt |)}9)np)p jM«iu)3w l^ep IR another 

Afi4 l^ vtvhQ |ffo^«« to he tr»KelJ#rs t» ^Jion 

'm^ra^ . ^ m^fifi^. What is the mrH» mi 

^i it piKi.t{d4A> Ii9 lis ? Whftt aro ^ laspjplWg 

^%fms^ i^ |<)r^iKJ4ii}g frowns, or itsperptoififfgiif^irs 
io.Hf? "Oiiri^QiHrQi^^iioff.is.iQ.he^vQfi, wJiteMEe .« i^o 

W(f Jo<Ht fer, Jifa^ .Saviwir"mTMre '* «^ 1hQ«^ Ih^s 
iq^jJAh im ^v«, iHrlie^ ^yj^st ^itteth 0,9 ^ ^git 
hand of ^fP^"-Tr«fid «ffi ^':QPiioit aU ihiqfl^ J^tW 
Iqf t^A ftxpeUe«t^ 9f th9 JfiiawMge »S Qkn^ Jpsus 

. tlie khmi^ (tf (ifSP ^UMipb dief ighjb v» i Wliy ibwU 
>ive jlwiwin flMi^fiW! i«i(h :t}Aftya«lipg .i<i»i^. ^nd ttw- 
• ji»w$ ; W^y ;Q»yo( i9«h<s ^Qt>tb»' to jne Js^ ^l)iAi>^ 
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'tfl»70M thihln of «eetkig staielf immtixm, w of 
^imymg up weailh in a coimtry wfaieh iie ki leai^dng, 
and to wfaieh he ^hall reCtini oo mwe : ''- Saeke^t 
thou great thii^s for thyself? Seek tfaetri' not :'* M* 
tiier remettber, ^^ Godliness with eontehtmeitt is 
great gaia; aod having food and raiment^ let us be 
Sierewith cont^it.'' 

•Let the people of the wodd (if they wiH be so de- 
luded) pursue its vaaities^ and imihierse tiitilkisielir^s 
m its business and its cares : we call ourselv^ *^ stk-aa- 
gers/V Let them speiid their time, and waste their 
stseogthy in gmsfiing at the gains <of tearth, in iiiettitig 
iat its Jeises, etid panting fOr its {afieosuro^ b&if tbftse 
wdre the chief good: we Call ourbdves ^'strangers.** 
Would to God we wem all acting a mmtr consist^efrit 
part ! It would be happy for u^ w6re ^e inteneMicig 
ourselves less in the fleeting follies, and fruitless 
anxieties^ of time; bat searching with more ardent 
diligeooe into the fiermanent nealitles^ df ^fttity ! 

4. A stranger forms no intimate ^eonmctibti With 
the sQciefy among whom iie h east— ^Hfe' cdnverses 
with them : Im riiews io> all civility and Mspect ; but 
as a stranger he nevar tfatnks of dosb allianbe and 
lasting friendship. ^ 

This again illustrates Ibe disposition a ndl^chirackt 
of the CiuristiaB, andteadKs how iitMieuld bewfth 
us. Are we '' strtu^ia in the eartliPV iSo Ifiit u6 
walk; not inkigliflg unaeoesMily wMl tbe^c^tf ^ not 
^seledsog for our asAiciates tiiose wbtti^ ^nti^ds are 
-tmUBijy and whose hearts are sdnsud. As ^e kb^b 
^ppdciuaily let us do good to blU but see that t(« ge« 
iutftn fiiom none. '^ Pure religion" is nbt only '' tb 
insit th^ &tii«rle3s and widows in ^i^ a&ittidki/* 
wluch 84ippdses some intei'coutfBe witii iheM^ bui iklso 
Mquires that We '^keepourselv^iinBpotbed iHam tb^ 
wwld C' and this we shall liot do unless we sdl^ct 
ciui^ aoqi^, and be habitually watchful against aH 
which denies and oorrupts. k 
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^^ooder nol k ^you are teproMhed i be not surfMriBod 
:if jou are. aocused of ueedleis siqgularity» and cen^ 
.sur^ aa ^^ righteous over-mucb/' Many bave been 
. thus treated ; but leproacb is not argumeot, and there- 
fore baa availed nothing again&t their |Ktseverance in 
what the fiible, and reason, and censcieoce approve, 
, Sut why should singularity, be ofensive ? If a man 
be wise among the igporant/ or rich among the poor, 
lie must be singular ; and who is afraid of dtstiDCtioQ 
of this sort? The ij^ory or the shame of singularity 
depends entirely on tbe merits of the case; and 
surely to bo goodamong the evil» to be Tirtaiotts among 
the viciou3, most be tte honour of any man. Lot 
.was singular in Sodom ^.M^^ in £gypt; Joshua 
also among tlie degenerate Israelites ; but wlio blam^ 
. tliese pious men ? They were ^^ strangers in fbe earthy** 
,and, conducting Uiemselves with consistency, tey 
demonstrated that ** (be righteous is more excellent 
itban bis neighbour*** 

<5. A stranger reckons on Uufowvadend^^ and 
prepares ta meet tbrai, I£ be cannot have tlnaga 
•altpgetber.tP bisinlQd, heaubnrita: tf be betreatra 
with nq(lect, it gives him not mpch concern ; direct 
|iffropjts.49 nnt daapty afieet him-<^he is but ^a 
^trantger/' and he looks forward to hoasoy as thci 3eat 
of com^rt, and tbe place of resL 
. T^^ also, tba. Christian anticipatjss trials in tbe 
house of his pjigrunage, the state of his sojoumii^ 
hei^. Our blessed X^rd apprised his disciples of po- 
culiar dilfeulties ; and tbe apostles, wi<b a. frankness 
^hich does them booouTi and which prawns tbe >fidep 
')ity of their ministry, ceased not to teach '> that we 
piuft^ Xtkxw^ much tribulation, enter tbe kifl|;dom 
of Qodv' Yes ; there is a necessity' of ap^oiotmeot^ 
and an .equal necessity oi propriety ; for tribiilatioD is 
|hf di^cipUae of a heaveoly Father, aad julap^' t9 
|«^4»ce the most beneficial effectef 



yAre, yotx tke 'tollowei^ of Jesus ? Ft^pikre foir s^* 
xrffhres ; tak6 tip the cross,' i^d go forth with tijm^ 
tiirbugh evil report and sood report, beniitng Ms rfe* 
proach. Yqur non^contorifiity to the wdrld, apd the 
protest ^hich your spirit &nd conversation tbaihiaii^ 
agiainst its vanity and Vi^e^ expoiiie you to its reflec- 
tions ; but nomatter^tis only what Jesus predicted 
--*•' If the world hate you, yod know that it hated 
ine before it hated you. ' |{j you were of thq world, 
the world would love its own ; but because yoU are 
not pf the wcirld, but I have chosen you out of the 
vorid, therefbre( the wprld hateth you. ' 

The* frown of ^the ignorant and the wicked, there«- 
fore, you must expect to endure ; it is the test of your 
adherence to the adorable Saviour, the tax you pay 
for all the supports, the consolations, and the pro* 
spects of the glorious Gospel. As *^ strangers in the 
earth, '' look for the ^re ot strangers, but take heed 
that yiou imbibe thehr spirit and exemplify their con- 
duct. *^ Walk circun)spectly, not as fools, but as 
wise.** Pear no iconseao^nces ; fbr " who is he that 
will harm you, ^ if you oe followers of that which is 
good ?" ^' If God be forus, whocfui be againirt us ?*' 

We have in the text, 

. J I « 

n. An appropt4f^ mater: ^Hide not thjf 
commandments'from me." 

By the eammandments of God are doubtless bieant 
hia revealed will, the whdlc of his written word. The 
term also su^sts. th6 authority of this word : it comes 
to us sanctioned by the Majesty of Heayen, for all 
iCs dictates are the commands of the Most Hid). 
; And when the Psalmist pratys— Hide them pot from 
me^ he means evidenflv mbr^ than he expresses \ the 
import t)f his .prayer i?-i—** Kc veal thy word; iliakfe 
l:nown thy truth ; - discover it . tp my mind in all it 
dea^t^ess, and t^pply it ^ my heart ih all' its ^nergy/' 
TOiiiler to' thiii areifae petitions which he' presents^ 



fo a inan wlio feqU hia^elf *^ a stxapger m tlic earth ; 
0nd inay we fill be ^t^fg^d^o to.useit as to atta)i^ 
tlie adyaotaces it jii[xmfv?a]7-*VHide not thy com- 
ioafldiijiefiite frorn pip. r^Otisiprveji, . 
; 1^^ llhe word x)j[:09d is tte airat^r^ .beatxromr 

"^ 'He needs a companion, or iij houis ane^sciitaiy^ 
1m3 tipie becomes teidious, aiid his sp^its.si);^. And 
ii^re the believer. ;finds what ; he jwost ^4^3ii:es. . No 
,associateis so dear to him as the fiihicj. , .J3e.Woul9 
^ive jip ail for this. tVere he driven int© a desert^'pfr 
.cojiiined In a dungeon^ he would on no account be 
fdeprived of this blessed ^pok; whict^ he values not 
m its letter merely, biit in its. spaut and its power*. 
While he treaMires the sacred testipon^y in his -mcr 
inory, he hid^sit also in his heart; he imhfibes it in 
Hs,soul^ and hei;e'feels its energy, its inkuence, aini 11^9. 
iworth. » - 

May this })e the ex^rience of each of us! AS 
" strangers in the earth," we are not to have much to 
xlo with, the 8pp& of earth : we cooie CM^from a^nong 
ihem, and are separiate : hitt ^gaInst the ^Qpd wor^Lof 
£rod there ris no prohiUtipn. With this, we cannot 
fonn too dose an mtimapy, ortoo frequency coni^ecse. 
.^^.piean not that other duties ipay be nc^lecte^^-^f 
dreading the Scr9>tureS| or that idleness is CQip^nsa^ 
l>y extemai acts of devotim^ its !some pigbple )gQf^ 
xantly imasineit biit that the principles sm pi|efs^ts 
<of the Bible be fainiliar to. the aund,^ he iinpfes^ 
oh ike heart; become the nde of actioi;, tb^-^idp 
4>f fecjlini^ axid the daily . food V the iinnoi?^!^^ 
.^*Let the word of Cfirist, therefore, dwell v^y^ 
richly, in aU wisdom ;'* rec^'ve it itx We^ q^ife wMi 



Aff^d tesppRwUjr, I5P ^ Op4 watb this pmyeii. wid ieit 
)fpjir wwie jspul toeptfcp jtb^, a^ptprpriatp 4^sirp^ 
'^ Ifi^e opt, thy ccwflWf <ipf Qlte irpw na^" ^ . i 

r<?rfor. 

Henepd^ n gujd^,^ Jua^fprvctowr, a j(ri^(J, tp ap- 
prize hUp of d^ngiejt;, ,^nd. ip shew iiun tli^ w^y ^hicl^ 
/h^ 3hi^jul(^ gQ. Am m |hJ? ^l/^sse^ Bopi;:^ Ithe Gbris«- 
tm str^gpr, \k9 bpftvpqly tr^iffi\\^xi wyoys! pr^ci^ly 
jVibathe \v«4^ ljjptw|y ij^j^i^j^a<:j|)lfe§.fu[}4 preceptp, 
l^ut its .cwtipns,' ivAriui;^g9» jAod ejc^pks, /aU aervp 
^ ^moflwh 4n4 diflegjt, . Hf/wbp.)g^fcKid th? pr^yop 
^f the t^t e*pra3^ei| ,thi3 3patiwipnjt — " Ti;jy ?^prd i<i 
a lamp to nay k^t^ ^^d i^ Ijgbt W p?y paih y'* ^i^^ 
Ajsk&r--" Wherewith ^h^ ^.. yviif^ wwfl ck^»e his 
way?'* Ko answer can be more proper timi th^t 

)v^ich jxe^ubjoios^^'' Byt»kingb^wcQvAwg,U> thy 
wpnd/' I>^vid weU ^i^w t^aj; the ;y<H)»g, more tha9 
l^ny oitber, neecl 9^ ^14? ; thft); tb^u* w^y is ix^efsted 
with pef^ul^ir 3n«..res; th^t ypjuth 13 Ain^pectiog^ 
crecUilou^, ^xld ^s\\y seduced into ft>;rbki(lea and 
destruQtivp pfths^ li i3 h^ppyi how^yep;* wbea m th» 
cntical stdjgse 0^ Jiff there is cllffideoce pf spl^ esteem 
for the JBible, iuvd 1oy« pf prayer--"** ^df i^ot; thy 

,Xh^' trath js apiifirjDedhy nrooh^xperieocQ, Cb# 
•" it is not in fum th^t walk^U Jto d>rfct bi^ steps,'' 

.4fe w# |jiexixjfifertp4? Np.i Jiiis We»sfd Bopfe s[hall 
4^ .usr {t 1^ oia pwp thrpHgh itbf wjJd^ifn^?^ m, Xhp 
^orW; wr pWt ^«53 the iffjubled se* pf Ufia. jlf 
jiw v^tijrif .^irtwtiti we, are ij)eH ilderpd ^d loft • . ^ 
w^ dflfpise its 4«pt»t% W4 iwfy?^ it^ j8?>i<|m<ce, y^p 

/^f^^nmrni^if therefore, lap " str^ger^ in the 
^^" tfl tafe?;. th^ frie«d)y g?>id^ ^VPg.'^ith yq^. 
Bow to the wisdom' of the Bible ; make it the man 
of your (lff\3f!^l^ ^^ ^irector wd; sAij^gort of all 
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^our steps. Let no day pass witiiout devodhg a 
3iorti6n of time to the reading of the ScriptureSj^ and 
with readipg always connect meditation and prayei) 
On yourknees, beseech the Lord to open the eyes of 
'your understanding by his Spirit, and to renew your 
heart by ^ the energy of his grace. 

Solomon, speakmg of this' invaluable treasure, has 
these remarkable words r — " When thou goest, it 
shall lead thee ; when thoti sleepest, it shall keep 
thee ; and when tiiou awakest, it shall talk with tbee^. ' 
•Here is all that we could wish, as " strangers in the 
earth," united in onfe — a good guide, a sure guard, 
ia social companion. May this ne ours through all 
the windings and difficulties of life, and across the 
dark " valley of the shadow of death !** 
' 3. The word of God is the stranger's kindest 
comforter. 

Being distant from home, he wants of course the 
;comforts of home; he is subject to various privations, 
and suffers many inconveniences and trials. This is 
-exactiy the experience of the Christian; but the Bible 
makes up for all he needs, and supports under all 
he endures : it administers consolation in the darkest 
'gloonr, and soothes the heart in the deepest sorrow. 
Hence the language of one who knew its worth: 
** This is my comfort in, my affliction, for thy word 
)iath quickened me.'* *' Thy statutes have been my 
songs in the house of my pilgrimagef/* 

This good word comforts 119 bv furnishing argUr 
ments to resignation and gratitude in all possible 
circumstances; by giving us ** exceeding great and 
precious promises,** whicii meet every case of dis- 
tress, and apply^ to every point of adversity ; and Es- 
pecially, by the revelation of Jesvs Ckristi " full of 
grace and truth," and bringing " life and immprtdity 
to light !" His names are so precious ; his oonde* 
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^ li he k Sfhepberd ? ^ Ttiie edcHiPSh^pbeM' g^v!e^ 
hlf tifij>£or ilie 8he(^):**'bto cOiiM not give more ; and 
Hie U& wbich be gttve h» r^ctfvere^ to tbat now '' bl^ 
feeds bis took like a ^he{^enl i bis gitb^ni tbe lamb) 
in bit irm, And cafries' thfem kk his bosom/' What 
an aMidolaiagaiMt ftkurliifildtfr> consdo 
mi wUti'-an afirgum^nt' ifor couragb «nd^ cdmfott 
amidst all our iitfii^Tek 1 - -^ '• ^ '' '' - •^• 

' Is lie^ Brotiier? '1ft tbiii' felMionlhe is ^' bbrn 
for adversity ; " and " he ever lives** — lives in the 
exeiiriseitof the Wndi^reit alfe^tion/ tte ' kiddert knd 
most* colistrtit 'care. • 'i' • ' ' ■'•'•* -'■ •' :* . *' 

x We<ne0d}bo<nfort pftfT as '' stMMsers in tbe^eartb,^ 
tmr st&y ii^i^ will > i«M be ' Itkig. WH are pasili^ a 
Vvale^ df taavs;' fttid^it siill aa^ker Vale Wk?M U^ 
In Che (Mwpeet «^tbi^i the language' e# fkith h} '^^'-l 
wilf^esrtiO'^tilV' foi^iiU^ iriDld'efid 

thy iitAff Comfort kf^,^ ^^' U^ipp^ihe man who has the 
promise of 6dd for * his^ 'refuge, * <Lnd the * laithfuP 
ncs8 df Gt>d fair -hisi mskt ^May this happihess^ be 
bnrst;- 'Ai<d to 'this end tet us hide bis word 'fir 
MrKeifatB, 'and pray earnestly that he may reveal it 
td'tiis'b^'bis' Spirit; that he may make it bnM^n,' 
imfoldlil,>and4ppl/;ic»i ih 1^ its pfediousttess aiid 

pO^eiV^' ?i^i''> ' • **•*'• t*''^ \ A^'. - in. »: :''.n «M 
5 ''':bi^si'' qiir^J ' !'\I '.' [ ;,. V. .:: i »:/. ' '. ,»'v-i'c: 

i- ^Shim* tfidi^lrtkde, liarn;--^' - -f •'': t:jl>'Vj'» *> '"''-^^] 
1. The delusion of ungodfy mfen; ^ • *-' '^*i^* 
*' lYiey fffie '^ scnuigeM oti^thi i^rth'^an'iiij^rdto 
fte^tnotuationa thkt Awttit^^ftA^ bsi to« ^ueh^bt 
bome' in ]tfie* temper of iikii mtodi^ "WMt^^lwM 
surprise "willsixiih 'feel ^whtnl tiie* SUBdfii6itt''«f depar- 
ture .eomesi!' >Gbf they must, ''^bowe^r kltictaM; 
however ' m^repkttd i And if you ai^ ^anger» 
l*iGddiiimd!'dbe^.iK«: ttie of hia Son, 



qufshed : your tMd^o£;|MeM0t aqjugiitowtsr mtti tie 

9wi<iniined)c^a(»pH(%tfooi t^t^ Sftvibisi^ jUMh^tdoni^ 
dial r^ipif)tic9)^!8^ i)im,' 3}a«it^h^^ 

and of the household of G6d^*''^Jueoi'Qf'0 if- i ' i :•'> 
Sii Th0 HKpwtMiCerofrai tr^^ 4^Ai ill pmfeadois 
ef:feWj?V5>n>; ^".. , . . . ,. - :,.-; ••:■,;. . • tx 
i A^ wl^^t 19} this^ bOH .a ifwilifi^ yilwtiaMmrfinom 
a polluting world^ of holy indiffeieKQ to tlS'^fknfe 
ii^g/sm))e|S(i afido|''9oM6^»iifH)Hw)Qrtoittfiiri^ 
itomml lifi vf hy !' Ibe > Itrq^orf (tfi eur ItOfdii Jen» 
C;briii|V .^bf(|^ jtb<x.i«ortdr.:beQp«i«ii qiMidH^ M' n^; 
4nd wf ii0t» ^'WOfddi; to^tbi^iOrHn liiivgfKMiit hdarti 
1^ Atintojt0il, : ^' i^ yit§\s ijdiueftc^iiia]» Titt'>dAiiy 
prHiv^ !: , . WhvAiP our lik^ 4nd iv^Mit 7 ia^ HntHilfc'givcto 
ena^i <Ln4 w«tht t(;h a)i.^ui{»hofAs,i bbt tfw oiwrof 

fMirifaitb'^Ki at)d liaace itialjr.our latisfaCiekto splngd 
'MlbA^thi^^ w4))Gh» are flmo ai>6 tMq)pm^r' mi 

V tbftidtsbii^ oftbb' woiid>|)<q^ btit^iaiA 
lUTa len^ii^ .R^deentiisr :{friiiga/ Jmb Jniri#Ibt ibid 
eternal realities/ May this faith Be ours iofvig^ 
rous exercise ! And may our whole temper and spirit 
evince a decided preferencQfO^th^jkklferitallcefwfifch 
faith anticipates tifidy^efUfm^^^ .» \ \. , i 

, '1.- XbpiK9!i^Vf¥#¥i4iwh^iPe wm? irm ^ J^nj^rvr/' 
Vih0» aU MN (|jtitepft'atidj»roa, M borne; and^rir raft 
fM./«vWv)7^ Iii^: iilKt FAtliet's hwaaj"«iiyai Jesuit 

V MarmaiWrni«A9i9n8f^(«f^//t4^ prApwrd^aMfAftefrffte 
yVMN} :«M l-wUlf «>i][ii»< ^ga^irandT jrecdre' y9u^ Ml 
>fa}HK^ttift^whei^ I)atft^i|Lou ihbjhbetia^^ 

|^stfi;|hQ(be4«eii>ot QliisteM4S(^^ 
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and to be like* him. And beiag with their blessed 
Lord, they are not '' strangers" to each other; they 
constitute one society, one family. No distance of 
place separates ; no diffi»«nee of sentiment divides ; 
no clasliing of interieste,,no^djscord|^Q^^ temper, no 
defect of love, lafinalbs ig^tti JAirt? pW all are of 
" one heart, and of one soul," harmonious and hi^py. 
~*God grant thalour ho^..of heaven may not deceive 
us ! and, to this end, letus see thatit be well-founded. 



Is It wajcrwted JbiU^.w 

Rock <rf^sr*^ms'¥ah%-y!ucittce*ofi oiJrVm^ 

and bdiaviour ? Are we not o nly looking to heaven, 
and hoping for its enjofflSl^ but growing in purity 



and hoping for its enjo;^1ll8l^ but growing in purity 
of affisction and character ? May this be the happy 
experience of us all ! Amen. 
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Memembeff midjbrget mt^ h&w thmi prowkedtt the 
Lord tkjf God to wrath in the wilderness. 

W HAT is recorded of the ancient Israelites af- 
fords us many bstnictive lessons. In their temper 
and conduct, we see a faithful picture of our own; 
and the dealings of God wiA them resemble, in 
many respects, his dealino with us. These thintf 
wera ^' written for our fearninj^" — that we mi^ 
know ourselves ; that we might be warned of evil, 
and encouraged to good ; and ^ that through pa- 
tience and comfort of the Scriptures^ we might have 
hope/' 

The words of the text were first addressed by 
Moses to the children of Israel, and he had ^ood rea- 
son thus to admonish them. No apology is needed 
for their application to ourselves: we are called 
Christians : we profess to have left the Egypt of an 
unconverted state, aud to be travelling to the heavenly 
Canaan : we are, however, in the wilderness of stins 
present evil world, and to ei|ch of us the [admonition 
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U appliedf*^^ Remember, and forget not, bow thou 
{m>vokecl6t the Lord thy God to wrath in the wil* 
demeBs." 

We observe three things: A fact asserted — A0 
EVix. impUed-^^A dutt enjoined. 

I. The FACT asserted is this : We have provoked 
the Lord our God. 

Shall we call to mind the sins of our youth, and 
the transffressioas of our riper years ? They are a 
long catdogue, and they testify strongly against us. 
But as professors of religion, what is the convic^ 
tioQ of our minds ? Have not our provocations, 
since we commenced this profession, been numerous 
aad ffiBX ? . To omit what the Lord expressly en* 
joins must be provoking to him, and still more to 
practise what he expressly forbids. Each of us may 
^aay with painful regret, ^/ I have sinned, and done 
very foolishly." " Who can understand his errors ? 
Cleanse thou me from secret fetults.^' ^^ I have gone 
astray like a lost sheep : seek thy servant, for I do not 
for^ffet thy commandments." 

In the heart of each, there is much pride ^ which is 
exceedingly provoking against the Lord our God. 
Pride works in a thousand ways: it shews itself not 
only by inordinate conceit, but by self-will and 
self-seeking; setting up reason against the revela- 
tion of God^ and going about to establish our own 
righteousness, instead of submitting to that which is 
by the faith of Jesus Chri9t. If indeed we be true 
Cfhristians, this is not habiUially our spirit and prac^ 
tice ; we are taught better ; yet there is in us a pro* 
pensity to think more highly of ourselves than we 
ought, and the goilt of this is great in proportion as 
we are better informed. 

There is also in us mnch unreasonable unbelief i 
>nd this again is ejiceedin^y. provoking against the 

Vol. II. y 



Prqfiiahte mmttntyrance. 

Lord 6ur God. We i^d imd hear His woAii V9t |^ 
^suadfe eurselves that We believe it ; but our shiaHieM 
deficiency in the fruits of faith evince, either IfaW; tMi 
^ik^ destitate of the j^viriciipte br thM i«ft {ydW^rls lan- 
guishing. The genuine /ruits of faith are, cdnMenee 
in God, simple dependence on the Saviour, joy in 
the Holy Ghost, hdly, active, perdfevertAg obedience 
in duty; and with these, patient, btin!iM6, 4^iet liub- 
mission to the Divine ^iU in affliction aftd mttl : but 
tih ! the very opposite 6f all this too v^ibly nMits «ijr 
t;harac«et, and proves the Isdtt plre^eAc^ olf iidtleddeMi- 
nble onb^ef. 

• td this, with stt^tt pfopriet^, triky^ Bfe fedflcUl) fe 
long tram of urhchristitifi tempers i end MiiW dMi Ijfe 
more pf(!^6kii)g thM tlite^ fi^^t the 'Ijo¥d '^Wfr 
God ? HVhat '«nvy W6rtcs Wfthfe ufe, iS #dt ^te 
bride! whatcbvetbufs'aesilfc& Stfid cfthial fcffetttiias! 
Dtd t!te Isr^elitels UP^t God lA l!ie vi^dei1i69s r ^91% 
^^o liie 9kitie. Did theTjr fnMtniir'and f^b^ ifk tMr 
hteartfs against Hira? ^e do the 6lith!ft. J^ftd '^t^efhiSt 
-each other, ^hal vil6 tempers are iDften fedtffgefl, 
totally inconsistent with our character as Christiattt, 
%nd highly oflferi^ve to ttte Lord <^ur God ! The 
ttdmonitidn of the Apbstlet^Che £phei^ahs1sfoti{!lied 
^6h a very bumbling fiidt, and il lidt ittapdKcable 
to ourselves,— "Let all bJftertiess, and *wralh, tmd 
langer, and claminir, and le\fil-s|)eaking, b^'riutlaHii'tff 
from yo*, Hvith^all Aiali<ie." These ttte a ^grfee^l 
catalogue of evils; and if thw af^pearso hate^'%oifts, 
what tafust they bte to a Gbd elf st>OtleSs pufiW^ 
All are not aKke additit^d lb %hb 'MWe ^t^V^imta 
lettjiiers, yet " irt Us, that Is in Our flesl>, ^wfeHetth^ 
goo^ thing ;" and " from within, out of %hfe h«8tft*«f 
*toian, proceed'' abominations dfttte itio!^ jpotUlffK^ 
and pernicious kind. It is also ttdifi^ri^ed, &iSt -He 
whois'^'borh of the si)irit,'' dotsliot ^'liie^fttt the 
^eshf y^-afl are m>t^e«abject5<)f tMb 



9/0 S^iHlPg} to 4nu)^ii^ sq ; apd wh&^e th^t importftojt 
dMlng0 1^ .r^aUy tokpx placie, it may be only in its 
infikiu^y ; ;^ikI ti^ pow^r of sin, though broken, . tmy 
f till be yigpfpn^. Without presmnmg to determine 
mho Me 9^ ^b0 %fe not born of the Holy Splril;, 
it 10 of evident 9.nd higb importance, that the con- 
5iiiewe x)f mcb be ifnimesaed with the bumbling fact^ 
r^Tf^batall have piK>¥aked the Lord our God to wrath; 
tlMit ite jiare, by imperlectione and follies, repeating 
our prorogations every day of our Uves ; and truly, 
that " it is of the Lord^s mercies we are not con- 
MxamAf becausia im compassions fail not." 

. :Jkh Tbe ]&vjl implied in the text is our prone- 
tifili to forget tbis fact 

. ^^^R©wember,.aBdfoiigetnot/' Why this injunction, 
if tige. eii^l wtire Bot neal ? But how is thi^ proneneas 
40 forget t0 be accounted for? Tp what is it 

^h jftw/ff^iVwt— There is much of this in the 
dbest McmCf of its am watchful as we ou^t to be, 
and tiaoyiirofisssors are extremely unwatchful. What 
dm|r4>lame in other^s they exemplify in themselves, 
and pass on from day to <1^ heedless and thoughtless. 
'Suck persc)fl^ may iK)t perhaps fall into gross sin, but 
ddi^ lore ehai^abie wi^ numerous failings : you see 
anacry 4ilemishes, much deformity in. their character. 
jSomatimes^ (bey o^ themselves aware of these fail- 
ing; but) they :tiank not, seriously of t^em,' for they 
tarn oot.hajbitiiated to reflect : they call not them<^ 
isdfvits ito aceauRt for their tiW actions, nor 

idp tbey^pay J^bat jdeference which t^ey oiigbt to the 
ionly rak.oif riel^.: J^npe, ♦they cpnstantly and readily 
ffpi^lbtirinnuiipUed }»!<^<)^ti9^ . 

SL Jnght thoughts ^sin is (another pause. — How 

iisaiqri Qf^ '4m$dli^ priofessoEs of ou r holy religion, thit^ 

much too lightly of transgression ! They view it not 

in its proper mirror; rthey consider it not in connection 

u a 
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;^th the rigbteous law and iofinite purity of 6o& 
Not a few scarcely suppose any thing to be sin^ but 
what is directly scandalous in the eyes of the worid^ 
If dubious or forbidden practice be but sandaoned by 
persons of outward moral decency, they infer that they 
'may do the same, without the least compunction or 
regret This accounts foir their conformity to the 
world, their compliance with its spirit and manners^ 
in a thousand blameable instances ; it easily Mr 
counts for their criminal forgetfulness of provocations 
against the Most High. 

3. Love of self v& also a reason. — ^Persons who.tbink 
highly of themselvesi are not very willing to censure 
their own conduct, or to remember their own faults. 
To keep up an exalted opinion of themselves, they 
practise self-flattery ; they whisper, with somex^fold,. 
^' I shall have peace, though I walk in the ima^ 
nations of my heart" They bear a striking resenu- 
blance to the Pharisee who went up into the temple 
professedly to pray ; — they thank God, that they' are 
not as other men ; they boast of their works, they wmp 
themselves up in their own righteousness, and thus 
for^t, willingly forget, their grievous provocations 
against the greatest and best of Beings. 

Such sel^flattery, though it may gratify a man of 
pride, must be extremely dangerous in its influence 
and efiects. It may lead to strenuous eflforts to 
palliate, and to excuse for what is wrong; but it 
cannot alter the nature of things ; it can never 
change wrong into right ; nor can it annul the solemn 
threatening, — ^^ Woe unto them that call evil good, 
and good evil ; that put darkness for ligh^ and light 
iox darkness. ; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet' for 
bitter. Woe unto them that are wise in their own 
eyes, and prudent in their own sight*." Whatever 
cnan mistakes or forgets, God the Judge of all 
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remembers ; and, as to Him we are accountable, sa 
at fails bar oar character and doom will be decided. 

III. The DUTY enjoined is, that we remember 
our provocations. 

. ** Remember and forget iio//'-*-Tbere is emj^asia 
in this repetition : it implies not only a proneness to 
forget, Init the importance, the ^reat utility, of not 
foisting, of constantly keeping m mind, and having 
impressed on the lieart, our provocations against 
God 

What is this importance, and this utility ? 

. ] • To make us penitent — ^There are several verses 

directly in proof of this, in the book of the Prophet 

Esekiel :— ^ Then thou shalt remember thy ways^ 

and be ashamed/' ** And there shall ye remember your 

ways, and all your doings, wherein ye have teen de* 

fled.; and ye shall loath yourselves in your own sights 

ioT all your evils that ye have committed^" ^' Then 

^hall ye remember your own evil ways^ and your 

doings diat were not good, and shall loath voursdvea 

in your own sight, for your iniquities, and for your 

mbominations*. Penitence, you perceive, is closely 

4X>nnected with the remembrance of past provoca* 

tiona; nor can there be unfeigned repentance without 

it • You see also in what this penitence consists ; 

not in .'Shame only, but in self-loathing, a painful disr 

isatis&ction with ourselves on account of our sin& 

Wt must be penitent before God, or our hearts aw 

not right m his sight ; and as sure as we are tiie 

JsubfectsT' of undissembled contrition, we shall pot 

dbe sdf^mplacent. The spirit and the language of 

Jt>b win be ours!-r^' Behold, I am vile, what shall 

I .answer thee? I will lay mine hand upon my 

AOiith^'' '' I have heard of thee by the hearing of 






* £t. x?L n; ix« 48;.x»m. Sli 
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the e^t, but now mine eye seeth thee ; whei^<»e 1 
abhor my^lf, ai(id repeiit in dost and aafaes." -^ ' : 
2. To keep us hutfible. — " Thou shalt remember 
an the way which the Lord tby God' led tb^e these 
forty years in the wilderness, to himhle thee."' II 
lliis waft the design of the dealii^ of God with Israel, 
add the remembrance of his conduct waa adapteift to 
j^roduce this effect, much more the rteolktction' 'Of 
provocations against him. Are we proud ? J>q, wit 
arrogate to ourselves what ire oughf .not ? It is be*" 
cause we are ignorant of ourselves ; we see not .oit# 
vileness as it really is; our hearts vte hot didy afieofted 
with the malignity crfour guilt humility is founded 
in comparison^ a^d is increased by contrast;, wbeit) 
therefore, we reflect on the purity ;of Qbd m tectoect 
tion;with our depriivity, what mdst we' think ?< Whea 
mt contoast the demands of his law, with[bu^m&|nfold 
ifiolatioBS of >it^ how must we iiAi and this,: oM; 
by reference to months and years thiit are paij^ but 
to our present aild daily offences. Habituai'skifdl!^ 
&e66 ought io keep Us habitually faamUe ; abd « just 
sense of sin oertaihly will have tiads efiect. We shafl 
He low at His feet against whom our provocationa an 
directed:: we; shall humble ourselves *' iMlder . his 
mighty band^ that he may exalt us in due time.'" 

S. To preserve us thankful for m^rcies^^^-^^Ate they 
notunnamberedasomr transgressionk, and mbltipliari 
$!;mx beyood our provocations? ^* The^Ltod lititti 
not dealt with us after our sins; nor jns warded Its 
lu^fcording to our iniqaitiesb For as ihe h^ifsieti is 
Irigh above the earth, so great Is his mtocy tofrM 
them that feai^ him/' ' And should tint the recellectieii 
iif thifc excite our grktitudi^? Is itlx>tdfrddtly'bsl- 
M^ated to bave this tntuenee ? Favours from k 
<rmnd^ "v^hoin wte m^ studious to plfesise; and ^Mwld 
not on any account oflfend, naturally call for thank- 
fulness i; much more, wheD this foetid is perpetually 
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proYolced, mii yet p^etually kind ;; ivhen^ as our sin 
i^bQu n4s^ hU grace much more abounds ; and he u 
iQiiding us wiw bene^ts the most undeserved ! 
♦ 4. ^o help pur resignation under Diyine correc- 
tions. — Thp Isrfielites were pften corrected: they 
au^(^red severe chastisements, and they murmured ; 
hwt Tvhy did they ojurmur ? They forgot t|ieir pro- 
vocntions against the Lord their uod m the Wildje^^ 
i^p^s. Do u^e suffer affliction ? ^r^ the, strqkps of 
ovr Father** rod painful and repeated ? Ever re- 
ineniber, his strokes are fewer t|ian pur {primes, and 
iir^^peakably lighter than our guilt. We suffer Do- 
tting but what we deserve ; all that wei suf&r, an4 
t^Q thousand times more, is procured to ourselves by, 
opr ungrateful, rebellious conduct towards pur Gpfl' 
Let us pear this iq mind : let us *^ remepober aqd 
£9rgpt not," and we shall jiot repine. *' Wherefore 
doin a living man complain, a man for the punish- 
ipfsjit of his sins* ?*' We sh^U say, and our fiearts 
^11 feel the sentin^ent which our lip? utter ; " I w^l 
biei^tr the indignation of the Lord, because I have 
9V^^ a^inst him, until he plead ipy cause, ^nd 
Qs^flP^te judgment fpr me ; he will .bring pie forth ta 
^^ %H ao4 I shall behold his righteousness-)'. 
. Whf p |v|3 see a professor of religion f^^etting aboi^f; 
his afflictions, we witness, probably, what is muc^ 
^emplified ip ourselves; but are we not grieved at 
^art t^at it s^oi^ljd )be thus? We take up our cross 
iv^th SQ mujch reluctance, we are like ^' a wild bull' 
if^ a mti^ or " like a bullock unaccustomed to tbfs 
ypjce;'* and if not altogether so refractory, we sink 
iQto syllen p^evishneiss and discontent. O let us 
'* rpmembjer md forget not ;" let us carefully and 
eppstandy keep in mind our provocfitions against the 
L^f^ o^TJ^ff^y and sweet submission will be the fruit t 
^ In f^ditii/^fjice** we sh^ pp^^s our souls, and in 
pVjBjy thiqg we i^all " ^ye Jthanl^." 

* |4UIU jil, 39. ' t Micnh irii. 9^ 
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5. To endear tfie Saviour to ug. — A Saviour ex- 
actly meets the necessities and circumstances of a 
sinner ; and we are sinners. Not they only who are 
living in ignorance, and imconverted to God, but aU 
are smners ; and the daily imperfections of the best 
heed not be palliated, or expressed by a smoother 
name; our imperfections and infirmities are sin^^ 
gixiltjf provocations against the Lord our God. How 
precious, therefore, is such a Saviour as the Lord 
Jesus Christ ! How inestiihable is that blood of the 
Son of God which cleanseth from all sin ! If ydu 
and I are penitents, we lament not only the sitis 
of the, years of our ignorance, but our reiterated 
offences to the present hour ; and what relieves us ? 
The great atonement of the Saviour, who once suf* 
fered; his perfect sacrifice ; his complete righteous* 
Bess I We see and feel our constant need of Him who 
is bur Advocate with the Father, the propitiation for 
our sins, and who ever liveth to make intercession 
for us. jBrethren, look unto Him ; and implore his 
grace not only to preserve you frdm sin, but to cleanse 
you from its daily pollution : wait on Him to ^ve 
you peace even while compassed about with infir* 
mities, and to enable you to rejoice in the prospect 
of complete victory through him who hath loved you 
and g^ven himself tor you. 

6. To convince us that salvation is entirely of 

fracei — ^The temporal salvation of the people of 
srael was totally irrespective of any worthiness in 
them: they are reminded of the fact repeatedly in 
this chapter. Read the fifth and sixth Verses, in icoh** 
nection with the text : " Not for thy righteousness, 
or for the uprightness of thine heart,, dost thou go to 
possess their land (the land of the Canaanites) ; bu( 
for the wickedness of these nations the Lord thy God 
doth drive them out from before thee, and (liat he 
may perform the word which the Lord sware untd 
thy fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Under- 
stand, therefore, that the Lord thy Gc^i giveth thee 
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not this good land to possess it for thy righteousness; 
for thou art a stiff-necked people. Kemeraber, and 
forget not, how thou provokedst the Lord thy God 
to wrath in the wilderness : from the day that thou 
didst depart out of the land of Egypt, until ye came 
unto this place, ye have been rebellious against the 
Loid." 

The same truth applies to us in r^ard to spiritual 
and eternal salvation : '' Not by works of righteous* 
ness which we have done, but according to his mercy 
he saved us*." The sentiment applies to 9II ac* 
quainted experimentally with these things: '* By 
gmce are ye saved, through feith ; and that not of 
yourselves, it is the ^t of God; not of works, lest 
aayman.shottM boastf/' Works ha>re no merit; 
boasting la excluded ; the plan of salvation which the 
glorious Gospel unfolds, admits of nothing of th^^ 
kind. If any be ready to question this, let us not 
Coly. iBcollect our original unwordiiness, but/^re^^ 
member, and forget not*' our daily and hourly pro< 
yocations, and we shall be convinced that if saved at 
all, it must be in^oUy of grace. 
. And if of grace, it is evident who must have the 
glory: '* Not unto, us, O Lord, not unto us, but 
unto thy name 0ve glory, for thy mercy and for thy 
truth'ii sake.** . xhe. song of the inhabitants of earth; 
and heaven b the same : '^.Salvation toour God, wfaa 
sitteth upon, the throne^ and unto the Lamb." ** Unta 
^im.that loved us, and wasbed us from our sins in his 
9wn blood ; to him be ^my and dominion for ever.'^ 
*^ Blessing and honour, and glory, and power ht 
unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the 
^^amb for ever and ever^/' 

^J!he substance of what you have heard is this : 

*Tit9siii.6. fEfduii. 8,9. 

} Rev* i. 5; v. 18; vii. 18. 
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\f« bave ail prmxAei the Lord our God> by Actnl* 
sios^ by secret pridei by unreaMoable unbelief, ' by i 
imcbristian tempeis 3 we are prone to forget tiM^« 
owing to inatteotioQ^ light thoughts of sin, and imw* 
of self: but it is of greai: inqiortance that we ra-»* 
maiber ami forget iio/».that we bear, our provoca^i 
tions habitually in mind, in order to make us penitent^ 
to keep us humblei to preserve us thankful, to assist 
our resignation, to endear the Saviour, and to coa» 
i^ince us that salvation is all of grace, and that to 
God belongs all the ^ory. 

These t^ogs are teft with yon. Forget n^ yeuf 
iinn. Attempt not by* ai^ means to cloak yaof 
tiaosgressions^ Let them be ever before you, and. 
lammted in aU their a^avated offen^^ t But^ eim 
brace the remedy of the glorioqb Gospel S » Flee tit 
Jesus. Chnst as the R^fa^ of the guiltyi thd Savtoiir 
of. the lost, tbeFrifiiid of the chief offiifMierB^! ^^»i 
having fled to Him^ abide in Him^ atid deave tssr 
Him w3tb purpose of heart. = . . . > w ,. 

: . No. man can wear ^itt his sin by :fopgetting it 1 
be his indifference ever so great, or his ^cpecleoti^ 
to 'Stifle coovieticHi evei^ so artfiil, the stain <ff his 
trans^eseioD' stiU remaias. ^ On th^ otber band, it \t 
ikA our oareftilly remembering pr^viieatidos that 
incareases either their dumber or t&eir e^l $ but it 
asiists id the ^eseroise of every gracibus dispositicm,' 
and prepares fisr die Feoe|^tio» pf the best' of blessing. 
Thus mayme be tlsststed ! and thug ^>fepar6d, Uttiy 
#0 tbe ibliessed with ^atl; spiritual MdBmig» ^[0S^ 
JesuBil--- 
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J. HE gratid object presented in the Bible is the 
liorcf J^us Christ; and :next to Hith ite - trae 
Christians^ his friends and foUb^rs^ Their character 
is fiuth&lfy delineated ; their teib|}er and spiiit, their 
izkws, their leeliiigi^ and holy conversation are cor^ 
tectl^ descrited. if ve look attentively, We may 
kittn much ; and practically improving ^bat Wife 
learn, "^we Bhall be highly benefited. 

This chapter opens widi a vary pleastng and inte<^ 
resting scene : ^^ And I looked, and lo, a Lanib stsoo^ 
on thd mount Sion^ and with him a hundred f6rty 
and four thidusand, having his Father'sr nione written 
in \ then* iforeh^ads.^' The Lamb is the Lord Jesdi 
€3lrist, niotmt Sibn is the gospel church; th^re ha 
prtsiAe^idUiion^st the myriads of his redeemed pec^Ie, 
devoted lb his Fativer's ^ory. ^^ And I heard a voica 
from heaven, as the voice pf many watera, and as the 
^oioe of ta graai thunder**'' Hiis voke^ toud dnd tn^ 
ftteiidoiMs iiiias aofl^ned fay the sweetest musk, ilie 
tmstnddiiebtfet haiiiim I heard the voice 

frf^ hai^tf ihai^ir^ With tl^k^^harpa ; and they sung 
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as it were a new song before the throne, and before 
the four beasts and the elders ; and no man could 
learn that song but the hundred and forty and four 
thousand, whi^rh were redeemed firom the earth/' The 
character of .these redeemed people is then described 
in several particulars : '' These are they who were 
not defiled with women.*' Probably this refers to their 
freedom from idolatry : it certamly expresses their 
chastity and purity, their exemption nrom the abound* 
ins pollutions of the world : — '' These are they who 
follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth." 

Without determining to what precise period the 
verses before us refer, in the order of prophetic 
events, we consider the text to kpplicable to a//pe* 
fiods, and as descriptive of true Cfanstiaiis vaatt ages 
and circumstances of the chuCch. — Observe, 

•»■ » 

I. The iNSTRtFiJTivE viEXv OF Christians 
ifirhich the text presents*: *^ They foUow the Lamh 
whithersoever he goeth.V 

By the Lamb, it b sufficiently evident, is intended 
the. meek and lowly Jesus; the Saviour . of sinful 
men, the, great atoning Sacrifice^ .'^ the Lamb of 
God which taketh away the sins of the world ?^' Bui 
in what respects do his disciples " follow" him ? And 
what is meant by following him '^ whithersoever he 
goethr 

1. To follow Jesuit is to maintainra visible profession 
of his religion. — ^This, in )tself, is a small thing, yet 
it is included in the character of a Christian.* He 
avows bis decided preferencie of liie religion , cxf the 
Gospel. The fact is too obvious to be« noticed, ex^ 
cept as shewing the decision which 6ugbt to mark a 
disciple of Jesus Christ :. professing h^'reli^^n, hfe 
ought to da it at alltimes, in. all places, and in all 
possible circumstances ; to hold fast his, .profession in 
Jionour and in.dishonoufi in good report aodlin' evil 
report,^ letithe world fiioile or let it frowivnAre w<p 
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tloiog tbis^: or axe we halting and hesitating ? Is our 
character uniform, or are we religious and die contrary 
just as serv^ our conveixience, and meets the wishes 
of our associfttes ? Are we .steady/ and inflexible in 
our adherence tq. Christianity, or unstable as water, 
and yielding as the reed shc^ken with the wmd ? '^ Let 
us hold fe^t the profession of Qur faith without wa* 
vering ; for He is faithful who hath promised ;" and 
in order to this, remember;, ^^itis a good thing that 
the heart be established with gra^e/' 

S. To follow Jesus is to receive Him as a Saviour. 
-«^This is widely different from a mere profipssion of 
Christianityi and unspeakably better. Jt implies th^ 
{subjection of the soul to Him ; whereas a profession 
only/ be it ever so decided and zealous, implies no 
•uch thing. We do not follow the I^amb, in the 
sense pf the text, unless we give up ourselves to be 
•ayed by hm i unless we rely oa his atoning sacrifice 
^hb perfect rishteousnesS} his meritorious death : if 
>we refuse to do SQ» we follow not Jesusy but the imar 
gination of our own hearts. This deserves to be 
urged as a point of the utmost importance ; for let a 
.proud heart suggest what it may, let it feel evqr so 
r0pugnant to the gospel way of salvation, which is enr 
tirely of grace, a decided Christian falls in with it ; 
^.cordially approves of it;: he finds his happiness 
liecure in this way of acceptance with God, and in np 
other. This^ in fact, is looking to Christ: it is com- 
ing to Chrbt, it is receiving Christ, it is believing on 
Christ ; and ^^ he that belie veth shall be, saved ;' be 
shall " not perish, but shall have everlastinglife/* 

3 .To follow Jesus is to listen to- Him as a Teacher. 
r— 4> scholar follows his master;, he respects hisautho ! 
rity ; he regards his admonitions, and attends to the 
.instruction which he gives. Thus the scholars, the 
^isciples. of Jesus, follow Him ; they sit submissive at 
^hi^feet; they receive the. law from his mouth, a^d 
lay. up his words in their heart: no temper is more 
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propwtlNm this, or dtstiDgtiMfthaB omreclMAyiMr 
character. " * '''*.' ...*:.''•'.■ 

The Lopd Jesus Readies Mthing that » oonti^rjrto 
Mason ; for this wei»ld be coirtrary to truth '^ bwt he 
may teach what reasoq does nM fully cofiawe^ 
mbeX is above the reach 'df man's feeble Snt^lett ; jttt 
out p^rt is still to re?er6 his ingh amUKifkyy luidtt 
hem t6'bis Mcred 'diclMMieS. iThis is ^fio^ing Jesus 
*^ wtathersoeTer he goeth-*--«4iot «iily.4tl thfe belieff^tf 
what we clearly understuhd, but ^iko'iii #faa« ^ ad- 
jteenvledge ^ fie -eonceated i WfoSidikit 4^ 4iAd/^is€k)m, 
his goodness^ and love. ^^ Atl l^cii^iiitet^ '4sr ^v^jiiiv 
Inspiration of God :'' let <he ndinl %6 :MWfied 4i 
<ttiis, and then let it emhrwe 1^ ^i^ilile ^ tdveifM 
<trudi with implicit fffitfa* Some^iDMs iiriadoki)^#n 
are less agreeable to human nUure thian olfaer'fbitigs: 
they goagainst Hbe piide of the heart, ftef^^tfeOdf 'fii- 
tp^her to huml^ and abase us in th^ ^ustr'btftllie 
^duist is our proper place ; and it «^ould w^ cotitMt 
us to be 'nothing in itur owii ^timation, 'that 'Gbrist 
^d his Cross may ^ ail in all. 
' 4. To follow Jesus isto^feey Him as a So^^ereigu,'^ 
In this character^ he doubtless has a ri^ to torn- 
nand^ to enjoin obedience, and to puia^ for <4u- 
obedienee. Can we be s^d to follow Him, if we are 
Dot in aubjecticm to Him? If *He fQiUd this, and^ve 
"do it ; or require that, and we neglec9: it ; do we fcfRjelfr 
Him? His'Commands are ^^tiot^rievons :*' happy Is 
l^e man who knows 4i)is! ^^ His yoke Is ea^, ind 
Us burden lij^t : his ways arepteasantness, andaB Us 
paths are peace." Experience 'confirms tfie truth of 
this. Some of his oommands, however, are not 
such as we naterally approve : when 'lie' bids ts *' ^eny 
'Ourselves, and take up our eross daily,^* %ve alsfost 
wish tohe excused : when lie cdb us to eiift off 'a 
Tight hand, or to pluck out n right eye, we t^itik, 
and afe ready to say, ** T!%fls is a hard aaying, who 
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lbattt« *^ esteem all his piecepts concerning all tbio^ 
to be right;'' that we fcnrsake all, and follow Him 
*' whkbersoever hfe goetb/' 

Some professors of relig^ wili go wkb CAmA to 
a certain lengthy but no farther : they will follow jtiim 
In sudh things as agree with their feelings and worldly 
inteitst, but not a step beyond. Now this betrays a 
dii^sition of heart tit once sel&b and cowardly. 
Does our adherence to Christ expose us to the re- 
proach ai the world ? We must not be iatimidated 
by this. Does it subject us to peril and povarty? 
We must still be ilecided. Does it lead us, as it 
has led some of the best, of men^ into bomds and 
imprisonment, into dungeons and darkness ? Still we 
must be coarageous : we are notihis willing servants^ 
&is approved disciples, unless st is our fix^ purpose 
to follow Him " whitibersoever be goeth." 

5. To follow Jesus is to imitate Him as an example. 
'^^^^'^He hath left us an example, timt we ahduldfoHow 
'hii steps ;" and we confdrm to this design fust ao&r 
"m:^ ^e resemble Him, particularly in the feeimper and 
apirit^if oar minds. We see in Jesds suchlowliness 
iumi tneekoess, sudi lot^HsuflPerii^ aUd ^ntieness, «uch 
tenderness and patience: in tbereview of all these ami- 
-able wtU6s,ietTis say*^^ I would transcribe and make 
^tsksm mine." It is frequently not diifficuk to follow Jesus 
^ the imitation of what is right, wben no com^km 
^opposes it: we can be humble, when nothing. tdis- 
tiilw 'Our pride ; we can be*meek, when iiDthing pro- 
'iN>kes us ; we can be patient, when nothing trms us : 
but * to be patient under the prei^ure of trials, to be 
ineek in the midst of provocations, to be humble 
tfhen sorrounded with incentives to pride, here is the 
<dfiHculty ! And to^attaln this, is to ^^ follow the Lamb 
•iMhith^wever b€^ goetb/' 

; "Mafk 4hi^ emMem of Jesm^^the Lamb /. The 
'ittisge of gentleness, tneekn^s, and patience ! To 
4blk>W mm> therefore, is to imitate these excdU 
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lencies, even a^nst all that opposes theni ;'^-to'inakir 
tain a spirit similar to bis in all circumstances of 
trial, insult, and injury ; to rise above tbe irritating 
events of life, or to improve them as occasions of 
grace appearing and shining with greater lustre.-- 

All this, it is acknowledged, is not easy; and witbr 
out the aid of tbe Holy Spunt we shall utterly fail in 
the attempt ; but at the attainment of this we must 
steadily aim. And so far as we do attain it, we ex- 
emplify the Christian character in its most lovely 
form, we give* proof of the power of Christian pri»- 
ciples on the heart, we ^^ follow the Lamb whither- 
soever he goeth." — We notice, 

II. What there is in such persons remarkable; 
or why our attention should be so particularly di« 
rected to them : " These are they.'* 

It is not meant that our observation should termi- 
nate in Aese persons ; we look through them to the 
grace which maketh them to differ, and we ^ve the 
glory to the Source of all good ; yet they are worthy 
of attention, and by contemplating their character 
may we rise to the same excellency, and be stimur 
lated to tread in the same path. 

1 . We see in them the favourites of Heaven.-^ 
The Lord loves them ; he honours them ; he delights 
to bless them, and to do them good. Does he noit 
bear the relation of a Father towards them? and is it 
not the property of a father to be kind ? Does he 
not say, You are ^' my sons and my daughter^/' and 
will he not treat them affectionately? ^^The Lcfd 
taJceth pleasure in his people ;" and who are his pea* 
pie ? ^' Those that fear him, and that hope in hfe 
mercy. -' He looketh unto them, he dwelleth wit|i 
them, he lifteth up the light of his countenance upon 
them. ' May you and I know this for ourselves, and 
we shall little value the favour that earth can i^ord-! 
The praise of men will sink into insigqificancy, and we 
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2. We see in them the 'monmubnts ^bf* JDwine 
Mercy. — " These are they" whom Qod hath callfed 
out of dafkness into his marvellous light : Whom 
God hath turned from the pou-er of Satan to himself; 
whom God hath delivered from the wf-attt ' tb cbiiner; 
ai^d saved with an everlasting salvation. '^ These are 
they" whom the energy of tlie Gospel hath reachied,'- 
and by whom its transforming efficacy hath been felt/ 
Let us ask ourselves, are toe the monuments of Di- 
vine Mercy, the living witnesses of the energy 'of 
sacred Ti*uth ? It is a question whi<ih most ihtimateiy 
concerns us. Long have we heard the Gospel, but 
where is the evidence of our experience of its power?' 
Do ^e know the grace of God in truth, or 15 it^ 
merely by report and profession ? Can it be said 6if* 
us, that we are different in our principles and practice 
froin what we once were ; that we have come out of 
the world and are i^arate ; that tve j6in the society 
of the saints, and love the fellowship of the follow- 
ers of the Lamb ? 

3. They are the most honourable characters on the 
face of the earth* — Honourable in rfeality, not iii'ap-/ 
pearance ; in the sight of angels and of God, not' 
perhaps in the judgment of men. Who are most truly 
respectable ? Not always the rich, the tnjghty, the 
noble; not they who live in luxury and ease, and htd 
distinguished by exalted titles, and splendid sbexv.; 
such appendages are too frequently the ensign of 
pride and impiety. We point to the followers of the 
Lamb, and s|iy. These are they ! Do yo.u wj^h to hi: 
acquainted with the excellent of the earth } ' HeW 
you find them : their hearts are humble, their spii^tir 
ai^e meek and gentle, their dwellings are jConsecratecE^' 
to God : •'' in his name they rejoice all the day, aofiid' 
in. his righteousness tiiey are d^V^P Would ybtt 
cKidt in your: lot wit)i &eni who shaii stand tdih «^c^ 
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c^ptance ^ cQpfi4ence at the; last day? 71hf4W. 

ar^ they : you may know them by this infallible 
sign — ^They '? foUaw the Lapib wbithersoefver he 

4« They are the tx^st napfiy persons in times of 
difficulty and trial. — Who are happy ^ Not, the care-' 
less and. the wicked: when their resources from the 
world fai^, they are bereaved and wretched indeed ! 
l^ot the mere professor of religipn s his form of 
godliness, without th^ power of it, yields him no solid 
satisfaction. £ven the follower of Jesus is not happy 
if^ he follow Him at a distance, if he attend him care^ 
lessly, and in a cowardly manner. But mark tbo. 
ipen who, follow Him fully and taithfully! These 
enter into the spirit and life of religion ; they taste its 
comfort, they prove its real enjoyment. Whatever 
trial awaits them, whatever perplexity befals the.Eti^ 
they feel their footing firm as on a rock. They are 
eouscious, in no small degree, of consolations which 
the world cannot give^ norits changing circumstances, 
dejtroy. Do you ask, then^ who are happy? Seek, 
them not in the haunts of vice; look not for them 
in tlie giddy circle of dissipated pleasure; take notice 
of the foUpwers of, tlie; I^^ipb^ hr— these ar^ they I 
Qp. sc^e ac(?ouhts they inpurnj hut tfi^y arc com- 
ferted^ theyjsorrovi;, but X\\py rqjoice, and tiieir joy 
i|D liisj^n taketti from jt^enq. Emulate their character, 
ijfkd you shs^ll sjiare in their tinrivalled enjoyment 

^,3. jTlp^y are t[ie instruments of the Redeemer' i 
^/^ry.----Heis(.not[giwfi^d in those that forsake himi 
ppr indeed in.^tl^emt t.haj( foUo^y,^ hina unless they do 
\\ Wf4i fixed a^c^.^ersevering resolution. . What said 
•|Bsuatoiijs.he&^enly i^ather? /'.All mine are thioei 
apd thirwet ajre.mli^e j: and I am- glorified in them ;" 
l^rified* in ihe^^v fm hope, but 

espaciaUy mjWr Jhply and active obedience. 

iJCi^6^ .aw Mq^r-T;and'noile are so desjerving of jUOtice 
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tiiMi^lei, tirlioiii be hath ransomed by hi8*bk)od^ 
whom he sanctifies by bis Spirit, comforts by his 
ivordy and preserves by his power and grace. May 
you and I be of the number, and then in us the great 
end of life will be served i Let us ever remember, 
that we are botod to live not unto ourselves, but 
iinto Hite who loved us, and gave himself for us : 
w« are constrained^ by every principle of gratitude, ; 
to shew forth hhi praise, who forms us for himself. 

6. They will be the inhabitants of a better world, . 
the companions of Christ m his Ariit^iom.— -Mark 
whtt hel says : ''If any man serve me, let him follow 
me ; and where I am, there shall also my servant 
be''*^" In my Father's house are many mansions ; 
I go to piepare a place for you, and I will come again, 
and receive you unto myself, that where I am you 
may be also*." The followers of Jesus*-how shall 
we express it? they follow him into heaven; and 
Ifaere diall they live and reign with Him in endless 
felicity I It was asked, ** Who are these? and 
whence came they ? " The answer is explicit, '' Thesi 
mre tho/ who came out of great tribulation, and 
have washed tibeir robes, and made them vtrhite in 
the blood of tiie Lamb" — These are they who sur- 
round '' the throne of God, and serve him day and 
night in bis temple"-^ Tliese are they who sing sal- 
vation '' unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and 
to the LaHib for ever and everf." In that upper 
world they still follow Him, but without the laast 
vductance, without the most distant feeling of lan- 
guor; '' He shall feed them, and shall lead them 
unto living fountains of waters/' and they are satisfied. 
They fed in all its energy the aweet attractions pf. 
his love : they find that ^' in his presence is fulne$$ 
of j(^^ and ^t his right hand are pleasures for ever- 
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V Wibldft^ thd sulyeok with- Ma dr ithPte M^i^ 

I. Are ire the followers of JfesM ? 

Moltitades) it is fdapred^ mie no sdch thibg. ; Tb^y 
hM^ • not degvn to foUdw Hiin, or so mu^ m be^ 
riMsly cdmMeredf whM it aieaatis. Theyiollow tbd' 
devices of '* their own hearts;" thqr followi ." idivem' 
lust»iiii4rp)eB9toe»;" they folkiw tl» ^^ mnltitiide to 
do *Vil/* Is it thiw with any of yoUf Are your 
o^ the utihap'py humbef who: rej^ek Iflfe ccwiriSel of 
Heavetr, ^ho slight the Satiour,. and nuidly ntsb oii. 
their o\^n desitructioo ? Pamse,. aid refieckS . ^^ II 
is high time te^ aiwilke out of sleep/' Youir pieaept 
cbnditidn is most dangerous, your futore doom is'' 
di^eadftil and inevitable. Allow ypursdves to tiiiiik 
of tbis^ p\Aiti crutii, that Unless you follow Jesos oow^ 
#hei*e he is you cannot come. A course that i»'con- 
tiFai^ to him, that leads from hkn^ must terminate ior 
aiwful distance^, and leave you in wretcbedbeto andr 
dei^pair. l^ut you are not yet in despair I Jhdugbi 
distant from the Saviora*, yon are not exefatded>. you, 
^ not forbid to ifetum. ' On the contrary, he caUifr 
ybu near ; he invites and entreats you to aqfyproacb ^ 
be gives you thi^ inestimable pnlnii8e•^^^BitBl^tha6 
o^n^elh unto me, I will in no M^ise oast out/' ' :. 
" 9. What cause have we all to lament ow careld^ 
ries^ and cowardice in religious eoncerlis! '.j j 

IMbnoof us follow the hamb as weou^c^lwesarat: 
ilof 90 decided, se cheierful, so coiistaht by &r i^ we^ 
should be. S^me and confusion! of face ,be)(H)g U^ 
us, and our peace and comfort are utispetakably in» 
jdreid by our oi^n iblly. M^y this conv^pnpeik on 
out^ minds^ and may w« . imynrove. it to the .wisest 
|m^pose! It matters little our acknbwled|^ing and' 
latAe^iting o^rfoUyr unless, we becbmie^wiser^j^ we 
may thus dream away the invaluable period of lifeit 
and instead of enjoyment, have nothing but doubts 
and dttrkfiessvr^Tlien finally, . ) ' : ^ i ^r!#i - 



ft.. I^lbUs me toigrfiftter v/|[(H(f in tfia>vt(}» of titt 
ijQfli, a^d ibi6;MW'^j(?rwrf6' devoted fto.Hinfc; :;j r 

iAMi We t^ fo)lojMFafs q£ JJe8^s Gbrist? Hftve im 
ilDl^'b!0guri. to bdieveu. ito obey,, ^nd fio {retomble 

§m? L^6u3 n0t;beiiiliy.ay8 begiQiiing! They tb^ib 

ambition to db tibia; Ji6; much Tticrieeaed l^an^ noay. 
our holy energy be confirmed ! We are richly fa- 
voured with the m.f anff: Ojf; gli^aof , and why are we 
thus favoured ? That the languid may be revived, 
Chat the weak may be strengthened, that the feeble- 
minded may be encouraged, that all may be engaged 
to follow the Lamb more fully and more faithfully, 
*^ whithersoever he goeth." It is certain, the closer 
we follow Him the more credit we shall bring to his 
holy religion, the more peace we shall enjoy in our 
own breasts, the more useful, by many degrees, we 
shall be to others, and in the whole of our temper 
and conversation God will be unspeakably more 
glorified 

What, then, is your desire? What is your pur- 
pose? The heart of each is known to the great 
Searcher of hearts ; he only is acquainted with your 
inward feeling, your secret resolve. Surely none are 
disposed to delay the business: it may easily be 
deferred till it is too late. But every consideration 
which bears on the subject, is an argument for im- 
mediate attention to it May the H^ly Spirit decide, 
and settle you ! You cannot be decided in a cause 
more worthy, or which more directly involves your 
present and eternal happiness. Let the worldly man, 
follow the world ; the avaricious grasp at gain ; the 
gay and sensual thirst for pleasure ; on the attain- 
ment of each is inscribed, ^^ Vanity of vanities, all is 
vanity ! " Be determined, therefore, to become the 
disciples of Jesus. In the name, and in th£ strength 
of the Lord resolve, without one exception, to rise, 
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and ^^ follow the Lamb whithersoever he' ^oeib/* 
You shall not be disappointed. '* Vanity^ ckbril 
never be your recompense, ^lie promise shall be 
fiilfiUed in its largest import, ^* I lead in tiie wa^ df 
iSghteousness, in the midst of the paths of judgiftent}^ 
that I may. cause them that love me to infamt fAi^v 
stance^ and I will fill their treasures*/* 
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GfiAC^ AlfJ) njGHTE0USNm9^ .1 . 

• i r- M • < *▼ 1 V* : f 

• • • • • ^ 

TTieytpAa receive abundance of grace^ and of ttS6^ 
^ gij^ ^fightkummy shall ir^i^ 

.' Ohrist* •.•'"•'' '''^' a ^^.'i^'.io •' .'i.i i;i aB 

qilK is a dreiadfol evil^ 4An(l tts^lntaRjdfftst^n Itrtd^iit^' 
wbrtd w^s a grievoud calamity/ DeatHi^lidd all ^ 
gkx)my, distressm^altenklaiitSi atisthe ccmse^eMHi^ 
«o : but grace is opposed* tb sin ; grat»tri«^'^d3b^>it^^ 
and tnqsl secure a c<>m(d^te and :fidal coiic|iidBt. > 
• Tbisis el^trfy tai^t in the wts^ chtffmt^&^M^Wi^ 
Ae tkU4 The Apostle, having tiiiiiced ^fhenieliinf^ 
chply entrance and devastations of>^, proieeedEd^ HC^ 
the fifMmitii verse^ ^ to illustt^^ivtl^ glortotis efil>^ ' 
cacy anxl effects of gr«»ce : '' B^t^^dt as the o&m<»i^ 
80 alflo is the ftee^kf the tdiie & ^reli^iy ^{M^^ 
fior to the other, and in ev^ry <r6irpect;li«is> th6 tfdi^' 
vantage: "For ii tbrongh the offeilc6'of onem^y> 
be dead ; much more the grjace of God«' Md tb^gittf 
by grace, which • is by Jooe iftan, ^Jeys^ Ghvist, mUtb 
abraided mito many/' I^ the fortmr fa)iMad€^^ 
cmBe w.as entailed : in the latter, ad ii.biilldant Ueiir' 
iBg» '' Add not as'itvi^ byi^ne>tlm ihin(^y'SO% 
the gift { for tbe judgoieijt nm by Me^^'t^ cpii^eV^'^ 
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nation ; but the free gift is of many offences unto 
justification.'' The blessing spreads wide as the curse 
is found, and avails to the promotion of happiness 
the most exalted and permanent ^^ For if by one 
man's offence df ath feigned \fy^ Ms| Wf^ more they 
who receive abundance of ^race^ and oif the gift of 
righteousness, shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ/* 
In the text we have, 



ic? uy uae, «iesu9 v^unsi/' 



. I. Atigl^pMviLEGB STATED :-^*' shall reign in 
life by Jesus Christ." 

This expresses the safst^ honour, and happiness 
to which believers are advanced, through the inter- 
position of the Saviour. A privilege which is par- 
tially enjoyed here^ but which ifrill be completed 

x}^rXi^'^^9p(^i(^*d^ this |4a|pe, 

as in many others, ' is of a very significant metnibg. 
It denotes a state of moral feeling ; a condition pf 
8fii|i|»f4 MAmitloiv > i>eTe4pt»)p^ ^cbvity, end .eiij«f « 
v/gpHii liujnMiiig lis thp; description given oimtixk ia 
^§ sudtiiff^j^tf^to ^ ffi ^tieii^ted &Qm:t^ life^ of Oo4"-^ 
'(t^#^;ki^^piM«9, find wiliv'/ ". fiut.troe Christiani' 
are no.tij)it^ jstatft-: Ibey :have passed an importbni 
cjtoage^;^ttl^:vbaWrfeU a. viKifyji^ influenos pociiliar 
totiitb^w8«}:Ye$> r)iIChe; Apoatl? iexplifos . it, mA, w- 
qmxi^jM it, ^tkaiStb '^ fiod, wbb lis rich, in mv^y^^ 
f<^im^M(\p\»iff\mnffith: he.lqved: ns, eveo iirhnk 
^#)(WJ$r^ di^a^i lOiisiMii bath ^qoickencxl us together. 
vL^i£hfiBH.![ : AcHliif'B^^arip Christians, thbilifeis; 
oarjSi>;ty^<ftte:]^ft|%ttfEiyi fram^abov^; made^^aUreato 
C^i(fLndo£(}4v0)toirigbtfou9JQeflfi; are new cresUires. 

tiiTJle^.j^rion^^^t ,isf Jrua^.xqpdplaiQ o£ .deadoofs :. 
tliei^jdrfiJ^sQiiMi^ofdeibUity and Jtt^guor which thsy: 
ses)«b$l](.{l(^ineM u. butj tbey < ane : izp^E deads tb^ 
h^t^:,^pri(isiQifkiiQf operative,, iqnrituall life. Aj^d* 
hqnvtk it «i^i<j)f»if e^ } . ThQ|i ioib ij^liitr is. ispiri^al, 
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Biid wub to \o^ it ibore; thejr bteathe fUs' 6oul 
in prayer, and desire to pray more ardendy : iSacf 
strive agaitiM sin, and would strive more 9 access^ 
fully : tbey move in. the ways of holiness, and are 
concerned to do it with more steadiness, alacrity, ciRfl 
delighL These are some oi the best signs of life : 
qiay each of us ]90sseas them, and mdre clearly 
quinifest them 1 

. ^.^ Shali reign in life." This ia more tium merely 
to bftve life. It denotes .at least two things-*-'«f^i»Vy 
t^daminien. , 

Thus Christians are called *' a royat priesthood ;'* 
9ad Arfe^epresented ai jNiigifig, ^' Unto bim that-loved 
us, mA washed us frdm our sins ia* his own blood; 
and bath made us /ii»gs and pnests unto God."^ 
There is dignity implied inilliese ex{»e86ions, ^ml 
Imhbur attached to the ideas wjnich tbey conveys not 
8iich| as ' Cometh ' from tbeworid, iftut'tbat .wfaidai ta 
only from- God« The big^t honouo of Ghdbtkns 
ia Ijiein nehHran to Cbuist^idiidr interest in him,) ihdr 
likeness' to ikha, tMay thisrhonouc be yours abd nline^ 
and ve ^hail envy none 1 ;• i • 

But what is ^e dwiinim af< Christians? Am 
they not, in gencml, depressed; ifflicted^ and poor'?: 
Their dominion is like tbebr. dignity, j&piritual ib its 
nttmre and divine ia its origin. The GiMristian^ 
Teignst in. tiist be enjoys a sacred freedom from the 
guUl; an<l tyranny of sin, by wfaidh h^^wM enthralled. 
He is mot the vassal of S^ton, not. taken captive by • 
tbe deyil at bif will; but riisesan holy conquestj 
U^ is not enslaved to the world; but, partaking o^ 
the faith which overcomes the world, he escape^ its 
poDutions, and secures the victory. He is not' go- 
verned tby unsanodfied passions, not subjugsted to 
unhallowed lusts, not living/* after. the flesh ;f' but> 
reaoned from this degraded condition, a nobler 
priodple operates and previd)si iiy the energy o{$ 
Divine grace he attains something of the command 
of hiflisdf, and rules lii$awn ipirit 
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And hence obser^, it is highly desirable iabt only 
ti»t we be Christians^ but that we advance in Chris- 
tianity; not only that we have life, but that we 
" have it more abundantly" — that we " reign in life" 
*--«that we rise to more of its honour, and reach more 
of its excellency and happiness. There is such a 
thing as religious pleasure, as holy joy, as sacred, 
solid satisfaction ; and why do we not attain it ? Why 
do we rest content without it? ^' Forgetting the 
things which are behind, and reaching forward to the 
things which are before, let us press toward the mark 
for^ prize." 

But this expression — <^^ shall reign in Iffe" must 
ultimatdy refer to keaven. There shall this Ufe be 
completed, and this reign perpetuated. '^ If we suf- 
fer with Christ, we shall ako reign wHh him ; and, 
if we overcome; he will grant us ta sit with him 
id his throne." Hence ^heaven is frequendy repre* 
sented under the emblem of a kingdom t — ^^ They 
shall come from the east and from tte west, from the 
north and from the south, and shall sit down inf the king* 
domof God." The pious poorare'^hdrsof thekingdom 
which God hath proioiised to them that lovehim/' And 
at the last day, the King shall say to all on Ihs ri^t 
hand, whatever may have been their ccmdition here, 
T-^' Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the king* 
dom prepared for you from the foundation <rftfae woiid." 

In that kingdom there is life in the highest pos^ 
sible degree ; life, but no languor : *^ and there shall 
be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither 
shall there be any more pain ; for the former things 
are passed away*." 

In that kingdom the saints reigns their dignity 
18 perfect, their dominion is complete, their secu* 
rity is everlasting. ^^ There shall be no more curse: 
— and there shall be no night there ; and they need 
no candle, neither light (tf the sun ; for the Jm^ 

- • Bev.xxi^i. 
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tirod giveth tiiem li^; and tbey stiaU fdigntoit ^iret 
and ever*/' We cannot cbnoeive a lai^ wUb, wjC^ 
cannot praseht.a more benevbleot pray^ in behalf 
of each ^olilery tliaii timt we may be beira of this 
kibgdotn, . and - preparing for its blessedoeas and 
gloiy. 

>VShall reign b life, by Jesus Christ:' Thia 
mstructs us in the way to God, the only path to 
^ry— *^^ By Jesus ChHst,^ Mb the efe^tial eiidu« 
MOO; of all others ; to the utter iBimihilatiQn of htiman 
merit '^ By Jiesus Chiist^'vthe $iianer dead in si^s 
has life:; degraded loid debased by transgr;e$sioi]^ he 
is.raised fo a? idbrone, is elevatd^ jto the digpity of ar 
ate^ and attains the dominion of a: prince. Do not: 
ydu , perceiyie: tfaiit all thesitmerV ftdvafiony all his. 
vidt(^, and ail bis. triumph ivom fir^t.tb lastj is..^^ by« 
Jeste . Q\iT^>\l : What a Savipar is thiBr 1 [i^^ how 
\sfm are oqi^'tibUgations*to:Hiini ^Ib.prMtlM 
by iliiih } : all iib tmastfred in* H4n|i; .all is Qs^% through 
Him. r/', Wd-thy^ is the hmh that was slain ! ". 
^(Blbssingii i(nd hetaottr, . iaod) aWy«; aind j^^r ^ he 
anloi Him .thatnsitfeth upo(i;rtni^ tluroni^, andriuito 
tfce Lamhiiir ev* attd e?er 'V Observe^ c 



i>IL.3%e PEKsoKs DESCRIBE]^ who eojoy the 
plMlegje:. ''iithey who recdve abundaniceof grace^. 
fnd: 6f>tbe ^ of rigbteonsnesb." 

The ^^ righteousness" here intended i$ that which 
aydib to jusl^dEition ; that which is tl^ ground of 
a sinner's acceptance in tb^ sight of God. And 
giace, liie " abuadatice of gmfse/: i$ the fref £ivpur 
and loire off God communicated to sinful vrn^ pro- 
dncii^ movation of heart, growth , in holiness^ and 
meetness for heaven. This righteousness, and this 
grace, are in Christ Jesus, mid are exhibited by the 
gospel : but this is not enough ; in order to personal 
bene^t by them, they must be received, cordially 
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$1& . Grace niid ffightecusimx 

3.'^^ 3^hi» gift df 'righteousness. V^We : cannot 
sfei^k' too ' (righiy df Ais^ 'ines4M^ 
*♦ lite obedience of One^ Ijy whiote! niwoy i^ mj 
righteous ; it is " the righteousness of One" untojug* 
t^^ation o¥ life.' ^« III hia 'days Jwlab^all be e&ve^i 
nm) l9rtteV:6fae.lMweU satfelf : and dlis is hu^aaHiei 
^h^»fey'*i'6h*U'bd cadled/TW Lord dur SigktwusH 
w^*«:'^* BlMevetB, it is( tfa^ thtt covers kU your |pelK 
lution", ^ that hides idtb vonfdeifonhky, ifaaj;^ fanrakes ;|m> 
^tfb^^f inli^^ ey^ of Infinite SuritJjTy lb^;sc«uB0Si 
yt^ ^teiiiit ptkci^, ^M fiUs yon ^j«i^ hopein^liei 
hGtir of'deatl^,' > atldnglt^s > ybti^ oonfid^nee«ild imnoplr 
at tb^^ 'day ^f jtidgm^At; < '^ Slinely shii1k<iiie say, ii^ 
the Lo^d h^ire r ^IftWitstiqss and dti-eo^ ,^tfaer 
Loi^ ^htAlaHthe«iedd'>^>ifirad bejjusti^ 
^t^i^n:^ Htiw^^d^^ appropriatiail 

ftUH, and <^ grateftat ^iiliefdetioiiift'tiiiis^ detigUfiiV 
trull»»r •** I' will pe^lf^^hjcmk iit ^ik)W;*my scMil 
^all^bi^ j<»yM iii(% 0^,/for be IMn clothedftiier 
wittiT^ tfce garmeMil ($f %a$Va|^i!^; jte hiUti cweffedrine 
with the robe df rigbteousne6«|."'' it 'ft d^wknkfetwl 
" the righteousness of faith J* as by faith it is re- 
ceived' *tid ' applied. ' It fe " the righteodsiiesl \ of 
G6d'^4-a ' Bivine righteowness; provided^ ajq^Md,; 
and accepted of uod-^'^^by faith ^of 5esa^»Ciii5^ 
unto all, and upon all theto tha* bdiewef .'' : » '' 

Hb* vastly important ^e que«i«ww^PoJ^€«'bef» 
Meve ? • Renouncing your own ri^teousheas, -as 
ground ttf justlficatiott^^ith God, is tins ;of ttip' &^^ 
viour your only plea t Disekiming ewry jpretence erf 
merit in y ourfe^l ves, ' at entitling' yoni «tD the j ^JJvine 
favour, is the satisfectiom cif theSavibar youroi^ 
reliance, and yotir hbpie?' Ate yoralOokii^*jr.all^ii< 
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WMi BodfAip&ndmg for all upoa* Hah T.hilU per<« 
fection of hia work &e solace of yoiic.heiMPHiBBdani 
y^vL by faith receiving '^thdaift erf rigUeotiitad^''^ 
that yott' okay '^ reign in life by Jesus Chvist r'^f-^Btt^ 

8. It b not enough, in order tb sfiJritual and faea^* 
ymAy ha()piness, that we be jastiAed ; we iiidst afeor 
be sanctified i our hearts mufiM! bei renewed and !niad4 
hbij< Hence this ^^ abtrndanoe of graee" df ; whiclv 
the text speaks, and thd necesaity of reteiving it 

Grace, abundant grace, shines in the provisibn* of 
a justifying righteousness, in thewhde fden ti te* 
dmnption by the obedience aadiacrifioe of Christ ; 
but especially it shines in the appKcatibn of the bla»* 
ie^ of redemption, in the work of- tiie Holy S(;lirit 
on the heart, ki the whole prog^ss of his opeiiiiri^bo,' 
ffotn its first oonliniencenient, tb its final eotnpletioii«> 

Whal is it that finife the sinner going on in his 
trespasses ; ignorant,: heedless, jnxpenitent ; seekinr 
death in the error of bis wa|y, and fittkig himself fcv 
destrudioii ? What is it that .stops this man in his' 
career of folly and of sin ; that makes him think ; 
^t brings hiai to reflect ob the past, and to dread 
the future? What is it thaS mieits bis hard heart, 
thisLt humbles 1 bis » proud spirit^ tbat maiods him p^i^ 
tent^ that eonafetaijpSihim ta weepv and that.urgeshim 
to i^ray:? Wh^t.is it that leads, him tremblWiS't^ 
J^sus.Ciirist, that .inclines him .t& seek s&hration by 
Hin, that enciMragesf to > trust in Him) to^saibtifiit to 
Him,, .4fid to giTe up sU for bi&Isafce, and ibr the ex- 
celfeoc|0Qf the kaowl«dgii of £Uiil'? These qtiestiotis 
idhnili?but^:oh&sm6^r : it.is '/ abmidadce of grae^^'*^ 
—" great grace" — "the manifold grace' of GpCfdi" 
. rMw^niigrafmrsue tbese> inqaines; fbr it is well to 
hf^ retatmied U the plainest tnnHs/- aad to xnw otfr 
bkssiiigsto^ their i^roper source Ask the beltbfv^f, 
Wbb has oome to Jeius^ and who Ikw by-Hiai^. 
wlMfbya^^to'tllia.liib^^ Whatpmvints. itsdtlbf^'* 
tidirtiODl J II UiDHdlMiKr weakt Mii s^viiM^ a»-^ 
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fCNHided witK deadly enemies, beset with^dmidiElSir 
tiniptatknis^ what keeps him from iiiUiiig, and upr^ 
holds him in vijgour and in hope? What is it^ that 
wastes the power of corruption, that isabdiies io« 
dwelling ^in, that d^^troys those vile afiecljons and 
*^ teshfy hists wbidi war against the' soul ?" In shorty- 
what is it that graduklly fMrepares a depraved crea- 
tore for heaven; tfaatperfonnsand peifectstheworii^ 
of hottnesss ; that maloes such pdlhited worms as wr 
meet for the; inheritmice of .saints, the society of itn* 
gels, the presence: of God ? The- i^ame amsH^er oiir 
ody be repeated r it is the ^^ abondandB of grate"*^' 
the riches^ the ^'exceeding riches of l& grace." 

9* 'Are yon then receiving this ,ff graoe'' and tb» 
^^ r^hbfiousness?^' Tliey aredkpiayedr in the salvation 
ci man : they are set forth and warmly cecommtenried* 
in ^Vihe. glorious Gospied of* the l>less6d God :'' hut 
tlie great inquiry is, what temJtd do they meet wi|h } > 
Is it that cordiied ar^ thankral recepticm. whsch' proves^ 
your intetiest in them, youri perscmaf experknce oi* 

them? .. .'.:':'>' ^ ' • "•' .r ■ "» 

Ydu need not be told liiat mukitadca ai-e igtidrtiit 
of the grace of God: tiiey slight^ it, they refix«te k/ 
And itma.]^ be thus viitb some of jqvt : i it c^slteiriy is' 
the case with ail wbaare living in ifigUgeMe^and sin f 
and if you are thus living; the point » plaicr; what 
need of £aMtii& proof i ^' The ^g&. df God bring- 
ing salvaiioo; teaches,! that denying «igodlfais»ank 
worldly ii]iits,^we sfajonld Iiee\soberly^ righMdui^, and^ 
gGtily^ kk this (Ntiseht world/- If yiaz have tatleamt 
this^ surely the '* dbmidance «f «mc^* baa; hitthisfli»i^ 
been rejactcsd ! 

Bnt you 4o not cfoas yoursdves amqng despisers 
and meetors i you hope better things oimmfidvtBi^ 
and MlmgB wbidh accompaiiy salvatipn. -^Now^ brlai^ 
^ofQO Aa qnadSon : wii» slmU ^t («ign;Jo 4ife (b^ 
j^wa Christ T' .Not ths. proadi!aMlitselfHi|^taifdas)r 
ibeea h^ Jrinefs Meaii lie from th«%in^dm bffQ^v 
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thq^ were the roost hopeless characters in the days of 
our blessed Lord. Pride therefore must be abased^ 
self-righteousness reqounced, our personal guilt and 
utter unworthiaess confessed ; persuaded of £e worth 
and glory of the Redeemer's ^^ righteousnessi" we 
must accept it-^oordially and thankfully receive it 

Who shall ^' reign in life by Jesus Christ ?" Not 
they who merely h^r of *^ grace," who only talk o£ 
grace ; who extol its riches, and seem delighted with 
its liberality ; but they who receive it ; — who, con<> 
scious of their need, implore it,, imbibe it, and ma* 
nifest its influence on their tempers and lives. Here 
is. the distinction which determines character ; the 
grand difference between empty professors of religion, 
and sincere, decided Christians! — ^Tbese receive abuzi^ 
dance of grace, and receive of the gift of righteous-^ 
ness, that they may ^^ reign in Ufa by Jesus Christ''. 

iFrom this subject^ learn, 

]» The gospel way of salvati<»i. '^ By grace are. 
^e saved, through /a tV/i ; and that not of yourselves. 
It is the gift of Gpd ; not of works, lest any maqi 
should lK>ast*." — To have a mind enlightened into^ 
the meaning of this Scripture, and a heart humbled 
to acquiesce in it, is worth more than a world. You. 
hope iot acceptance widi God, but oa whftt ground P 
You carniQt be accepted on the ground of your owQi 
worthiness, or for the merit of your own wodts ; k' 
must he in consideration of the ^^ rigbteou9na5a" of - 
another^ and this righteousness ^provided by tbt. 
'* abundance of gruoe, and received by the eau^xabr - 
of faith. Tins is ''the foundation of the apostiu. 
and prophets^ Jesus Christ hin^self being %}» chief/ 
enroer^elonet^" We can account for the ^tonmce; 
ys^l^ pmtriilft on this subject, only by adi^i^Sii^ |a.a/ 
mtiU more radki|i evil-^the pride fifoA pl|j«dica of tii*. 
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Immfut bctttrt The essential tartitlii of 4be CkNspel m 
dear ss the light : tbey ire written as wiitfi a sun- 
beam. The way of acceptance whfa God; of sal^ 
Tation by Jesas Cbrtat; is plain to the most illitemte ; 
^^ the.way-faring men, tliottgh fooFs, sbdll not^rr there- 
in:'^ — ^'knowihg that a man is not justi^ed by the 
works of the \mi^ bujt bV Ihe faith of Jesds Chri&t ; 
even we hav^e believed in Jbus Christ» that we might 
be justified by ^tbe fsuth of Christ, arid not by the 
works of the law ; for by the works of the law shall ^ 
no flesh be justified^. '^-^-^ Learn « 

€• The folly and ruin of refiising this way of sal- 
ndaoii. — Not lo reign iri life, is to sink in death : it 
is to fall und^r its dark dominion, and to endure its 
slireful conseqfuences. And what shall we think of 
those who, elated with tbdr own goodness, see no 
need of this ^' gift ef righteousness. V and who, satis- 
fied with their own sufficiency, have no desire for this 
" abundance of grace ?" Such persons have yet to 
leirn/' the fir^t pfimsiples of the oracles of God:** 
they are preferring ** the chaff to the wheat;" they 
are opposing at once their own interest, and the 
kindest designs of Heaven : they are rejecting ^' the 
ctomiAset of G6d gainst themselves.'' And is this 
|be tose with af^ of tr^? Is light come into the world,, 
ashd do we love darkness rather than light? Is b)e$s- 
iag ^set befdi^e «d, and will we choose the ciirse ? 
Our: fcJly IS Quailed Only by our inevitable wretched- 
0eBs; &ir, '^ how* shall we escape if we neglect mi 
gi^t salvation r'^Fmally, 
t. S.tJ3e assu^ed,• that if you would enjoy «he|M'm- 
Ugii elated iVt th^ (i^xt, you must an«wet< the cnorso* 
ttr. desettbedtJ >■ They only <" reign in- life by *Je^" 
Ghnet," wlio *f i^e4^ve abi^ndance of graee< aWfaf * 
the i^tHii'm^h^^ And w4iy nOt re^eU^eitlMM^ 

ib gifi^ nm |»i fi^r «tnd '' gi'aee? is MbeMiity^lMlt^ 
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Would to God that you felt your need of these bless* 
lags, that you perceived their glory and value ; then 
would you seek them with diligence, and receive 
them with ** all readiness of mind !" Deceive not 
yourselves with vain notions, and flattering compli- 
ments to human merit ; bow to the righteousness of 
the Saviour, imbibe the grace of the Gospel, and 
fear no result. '^ Sin hath reigned unto death ;" but 
'* grace reigns, through^righteousnessi unto lifii eter^ 
tiu, by Jesus Christ our I^d/* 
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CHRIST ABLE TO SAVE. 

« 

(A VVKEEAL msCOURSB FOB MISS MAETHA ftHODBS.) 



HEB. VU. S5. 

He is able to save. 

X HESE words are selected for two reasons:— they 
were frequently on the lips of the deceased during her 
illness; and the sentiment they contain was abun« 
dantly refreshing to her heart They afford also the 
fairest opportunity of preachins to you the gospel ; 
of exalting the Saviour ; of addressing you on a sub* 
ject which lies at the foundation of your faith, and is 
closely connected with your hope and comfort 

This service has been anticipated with considerable 
feeling. On some accounts it is a task which I would 
decline, could it be done consistently with duty. At 
the same time, the attempt is attended with pleasurei 
arising partly from the satisfactory state of mind pos« 
sessed by my departed relative, and also from the 
hope, the humble hope, that on this occasion some 
useful impressions will be felt ; the hearts of some 
melted in penitence, awakened to prayer, and tuiged 
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to 9<k[ tbrougb ^esiis Christ. May thU indeed be 
the c^ ai^^ Gq^« shi^U htye the glory 1 

Qiir fuh^ect w-^thp abiwty p^ Christ to 
i A V£. Thii^ l^Uityi we shall endeavour to ahew> i$ 
pf tjhsee kinds I n]itural, official^ and moral In other 
words, it is ftfj ability of power, of right, and of 
^iU. J^ach is important ; but taken togeU)^> and 
In tqeir connectiop with each otberi they, are of bfi? 
nite moment, and afford the richest encouragement 
rr-** tip }s able to sftFe." 

\yhatis sa^jvatiqn ? We cannot ful)jr answer thil 
question, unless we knew the extreme evUfuid demerit 
of sin { unless we understood the worth of the soul^ 
the duration of et^mi^, aqd the felicity of heaven# 
This we koQw, salvation is deliverapce from sin and 
all its conseqii^ncfss. It is freedom from the curse of 
a broken law, and from the wrath of susi o&nded 
God. It is the possei^sion of pardon, peace, and 
growing purity ^ this life; and the full fruitioo of 
hqlinesSf happiness, and ^ory in the life which is tp 
come, ^^vation includes whatever constitutes the 
perfiBctiop pf our immortal nature, its highest enjoy? 
iqent; f^ayd this enjoyment perpetuated to the countt 
Im age? of eteiwty, Cbri«t is ^' able to save/'^T** 
Weiiotice^ 

mbsabiti^ of oatune, irrespec^ve of any office hft 
UU, Of engagiement he has diade : m {w^n words, 
U$ ability as God. 

We have qo notion of i^cittg the Saviour lower in 
the scale of b^g than the sa/cr^ Scriptures explid^y 
fi^i^. ^' In the beipnning was the Word, and ^e 
Word was with Gqd, and Uie Word (in his essentiid 
nature) was God^/' His name is called, ^' the mighty 
God''~« the true God*'—" the only wise God/' 
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924 Christ able to save. 

And to Him is addressed the magnificent lan-> 
guage» '^ Thy throne^ O God, is for ever and 
ever !*' — *' Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid 
the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the 
work of thine hands. They shall perish, but thou 
remainest : they all shall wax old as doth a garment;^ 
and as a vesture shalt thou fold them up, and Aey 
shall be changed ; but thou art the same, and thy 
years shall not fail^." It is a solemn declaration, 
^' Cursed is man that trusteth in man, and maketh 
flesh his arm, and whose heart departetb from the 
Xordf/' But may we not trust in the Saviour; and 
trusting in Him, are we not safe? May we not place 
entire confidence in Christ ; and thus confiding, are 
we not safe? Yet tremendous danger would await 
us, were he merely a man — were he not Immanuct^ 
God with us. 

The Godhead of the Saviour is an essential pillar 
of our holy religion : remove this, and it fieills ; the 
whole system of Christianity sinks into insigntfi* 
cancy. But it cannot be removed. " The Deity 
of Christ stands on the basis of claims which he 
himself advanced, of worship which he received, of 
power which he exerted, of attritMites which he ex- 
hibited, of an empire unbounded as the universe, 
and infinite as eternity.'* i 

But it is not necessary on this occasion to search 
for arguments in proof of the Deity of Jesus Christ. 
You are persuaded of the truth of the doctrine, and 
you feel its importance in connection with his ability 
to save; an ability founded originally in his essential 
nature, as one with the Father — " The brightness of 
his glory, and the express image of his person *— " over 
all, God blessed for ever. Amen.*'— We remark^ 

11. His official abilitt : — 

* Heb. i. 8—42. t Jer. xvii^ A. 
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Hb abifity of office, in virtue of ivhich it is his 
l^ghti his prerogative, to save. 
' The Son of God undertook the cause of ruined 
man : He bepame Mediator. This was the office He 
condescended to sustain ; and in pursuance of this 
office He saves. It is as Mediator that he speaks 
thus : — " Sacrifice and offering thoii didst not de- 
sire: mine ears hast thou opened ; burnt-offering and 
sm-offerin^ hast tbou not required. Then I said, Lo, 
J come ; in the volume of the book it is written of 
me ; I delight to do thy willy O my God ; yea, thy 
law is within my heart*." The will of God is the 
salvation of man, and Christ is the Saviour; ^^ neither 
is there salvation in any other." His designation 
to the office, his qualifications for the work, and the 
authority under which he acts, are clearly intiinated : 
^* The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because 
the Lord hath anointed me." ^^ Him hath God the 
father sealed^.^^ Thus he possesses not only an 
ability of power from his Divine nature, but also of 
office from his constituted character ; an ability of 
right resulting from his appointment to the work of 
Mving sinners, and his voluntary engagement in this 
work. 

It is observable, that this is the kin4 of ability 
particularly intended in the text, considered in its 
connection. The verse is introduced as an inference 
from what bad been stated of the priesthood of 
Christ : '^ Wherefore he is able also to save them to 
the uttermost, that come unto God by him, seeing 
Jie ever livetb to make intercession for them." The 
intercession of the Saviour, you perceive, is the 
ground of the ability here asserted : but bis interces- 
aion implies something else ; it implies his office as 
Mediator, his work asRedeemer; and indirectly regardy 
lus deep humiliatibny his meritorious sufferings and 
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deftth* whereby he is foraished with «n &ll-toweiful 
plea in behalf of transgressors. Raving ^' humbted 
bimselfy and become obedient unto dealh, even the 
deatii of the cross, God hath highly exalttd krim ;" and 
fn thte state of exaltation hfe ever lives to btercede 
i^-*'^ He pldads his merit there to save, tmnsgreiSBora 
doomed to die." 

Ijook unto Jesus ! You find ito H^ not otAy the 
power of a God, but tlie compassion of a Saviout^ 
the tenderness of a friend. It is his right to sav^ { 
Mimich so as H is the right of a ftither to protect fait 
child — of a kih^ to pardon, or a judge to acquits 
You are thankful to contemplate his Omnipotence : 
|>ut authority is his; an aatboiriiy to save and to bleM 
^hich no power can possibly controai— *H<ence w6 
lobserve^ 

IIL His HOUAL ABILITY :^— 

Hk abH^ity of mitvd, if it fnay be eo ^xpiwsedh; 
liis tncl&iation ; in one word^ bis mtiingness to savai^ 

This is unspeakably interesting^ especialty consi^ 
^red in condection with what has been «idvanced> 
^iq)poite the Saviour wilting^ but devoid oi pow^ and 
right, what would avail his willingness ? And su{»- 
fiose bitfi possessed of right alid ipower, tmt nvt will- 
^g) IcTst and wretched we must remain. But be^ 
bold the hapi^ union of all these ; an dbfli^ df 
|iower, of rights tod of Will ; an ability of setttsA 
11)dioati{m, of fixed design and {Mirpose. And hoiMr 
does this appear ? Mow is it profved ?~-Cotisider) 

1« What he hath wM.«~He hath given the Mroog- 
%st assurances of his abMi^, his resohAion, to^V^ 
imd shall ^e tiot Wieve him ? '' Who is thiiB Itntt 
cometii fircmi £dom, wHh dyed gaiwents fimn 80:^ 
9«h ? This that is glorious in hi^ appfiufel, CraveHing w 
Ite neatness of his ^tren^ ?" The M^s^lih m^ 
^ers — ^'I that speak in righteousness, fnighty to 

iavcr Tt« *M*«B«Sjplicit desigi^^is isMiflpission^ 
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-ite mmA iii viiitiiig the world, *^ to swk aitKl to 
-iooi that which was lost ;" and hence the languaae of 
his graoe, ^' Leok iinto me, and be ye saved^ ail the 
ends of ^ earth ; for I am God, and there 13 n<»ie 
eise^/' How tender is that invitation, how kind 
that prmiise, ^^ Come unto me, all ye that labour, 
aod are heavy laden, and I will give you rest !" and 
again, ^* If any man thirst, let him oome unto nje 
and drink V* As if he had said, ^^ In me is salvatioQ 
in all its fulness, in all its variety of inestimably 
blessingis, for needy, perishing men i come, and yoa 
shall have ; ask, and yoa shall receive ; seek, and 
you shall find." Would he have spoken thus if his 
willin^iess were not equal to his power, his com*^ 
passion commensurate witb his rigbt^^-^onsider alio, 

£• What he hath ^ipvur.^^He bath saved^inaertf, 
the greatest sinners ; >and facts are decisive. What 
was Matthew, the publican, and Zaccheus a chief of 
the publicans ? They were men of covetousness and 
extortion, h\A tiiey were saved ; called with a ho)y 
calling, and distinguished as eminf^ samts. What 
were the converts at fiphesns before their conversion ? 
^^ Dead in trespasses and sins ; fulfilling the desires of 
*the flesh and of the mind ; without God in the 
world;" but they were ^^ quickened together with 
Christ, and saved by grace." And what were the 
converts at Oorinth ? The Apostle gives a dreadfiil 
•aecoimt of characters, and observes, ^^ Such were 
wroe ofyau ; but you a.re washed, you are sanctified, 
you are justified in tfie name of the Lord Jesus, and 
^ the Spirit of our Godf ." Now these are proofs, 
clear and convincing evidence, of the ability of Christ 
'tOfMive— his ability of willingness and Qf gr^ce. 

The case of Saul of Tarsus is remarkable. He 
WW not a ^ossly wicked man; he had received a sort 

* Is. Ixiii. 1 ; Luke xix. 10 ; Is. xlv. 22. 
t Epk. u. 8. » ; SOiK. Vi. 11. 
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of religious education, and bad lived in tiie obser* 
vance of moral duties ; but he was a proud man, a 
aelf-rigbteous man, filled with high conc;eit of his 
own ^odness and worthiness ; and this conceit was 
the main obstacle in the way of his conversiop, but 
it was surmounted by the glorious ability of Christ 
to save. '* Howbeit, I obtained mercy, and the 
grace of our Irord was exceedingly abundant." He 
feaves it on record for the encouragement oi others, 
proud and self-righteous as he bad beea — ^' This is a 
faithful saying, and worthy of .all acceptation, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners ; 
of whom I am chief*." 

3* What be is now doing is farther proof of the 
ability, the willingness, of the Saviour. — I refer not 
to his intercession m heaven; though this is decisive; 
but to the grace which he bestows on earth, the 
aaving power which he now exerts among the sons of 
men. Are there no proofs of the ability of Chriat 
to save, within our notice ? brethren, are there no 
witnesses to this great truth among us ? I trust there 
are! You know some who are not the heedless 
characters they once were; and several of you have 
passed a change which only the ability of Christ to 
save could effect. ; . 

But in order to illustrate this subject, I cannot defer 
more explicit, mention of our dear departed friend. 
J have no hesitation in affirming, she proved the 
truth of the text. And it is with real satisfaction 
that I look back on those weeks of affliction in which 
the words were frequently repeated, while the sentir 
inent they express was most interesting to her heart, 
•* He is able to save. ^* 

Suffer me to speak of her religious feelings and 
supporter; I do it not for her praise, but for the 

. ♦ I Tub. j. 14^X«. , 
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;l)Oiicmr of Divine grace; and thou^ she did not 
i^que^t it, she would not forbid it. I shall not go 
back to any distant period, but confine myself to her 
last illness. 

About five weeks before her removal, . when the 
family was together, we thought it right to intimate 
.our fear that she might not recover. She was, in a 
.degree, surprised, but not distressed : her apprehen- 
sions were serious, but not alarming ; and she spoke 
freely of death, as '^ a great concern/' This was on the 
Saturday. 

The three following days were peculiarly affecting 
and instructive. Her mind collected and in its 
vigour, yet in the near prospect of eternity, she 
spoke much, and greatly to our satisfaction. Indeed, 
scarcely any thing seemed to interest her, except 
what rdated to Jesus and salvation by Him. 

On the Monday, some of her expressions in my 
.hearing, were— ^ 

*' In all my feart, in all my strait;. 
My 30ttl on His salvation waits/' 

" The Lord reigneth ; I would rejoice in his rule— 
,1 would.'* — " Thy mercy, O Lord, is the theme of 
,my soul. The world, what, is it? It is so deceitful !" 
*^ These aje the joys that satisfy and sanctify the 
mind." "A well-grounded Iiope is all I want:" 
a friend added, '' A good hope through grace ;'' she 
replied, ^' Yes, a good hope through grace, through 
grace.'' 

On the Tuesday nioming, reminding her that the 
•Lord had helped her in the night, she replied, '' He 
did help me; I was comforted." Soon after, she 
said, " He will not leave me — not leave m^, a poor, 
helpless creature! — it is not his custom." The 
same day, when I had left the room but a few 
minutes,' she sent for me, fuid said with evident con- 
.Qern, ** Death Js upon me; what shall I do?" I 
mentioned the nfune of Jesus, and reminded her of 
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what he had done and suffisred; in ordei^tD ilepriirB 
that enemy of his power; she caught his p'eeious 
tianie, and often repeated it— - ^ Jesus, Jesus, Jesus, 
help me !" Not long after^ she said, ^^ Jesus is all 
in all. It will soon be over; but Jesus, take me as 
I am, guilty ! guilty ! " 

That night h^ feeWe frame was strongly and re- 
peatedly convulsed. These distres^ng a^tations 
considerably increased her debility both of body and 
mind, yet she was serene and happy. Offering her 
a little refreshment, she declined it, sayings " It witt 
do me no good ; heaven ! heaven ! '' Soon after she 
•aid, with a sweet smile, " Glory J glory I glory ! why 
are his chariot wheels so long in coming ? ** It was 
observed to her, that the Lord had a wise design iti 
delaying: she immediately replied, " Yes; O yesf* 
^ Very frequently she dropped such words as these, 
und mosdy with peculiar emphasis, ^^ Compassion" 
— -•* pity" — " necessary afflictions" — ^** needfal cor- 
rection"—" Jesus"—" waiting"—" heaven," 

Perhaps I ought to remark, that the temper of our 
^parted friend was naturally warm and h«sty ; biit 
this I must say, i^e was humbled on the acconnt. 
Affliction was, in this respect, exceedingly usefid; 
not affliction alone, but as sent l^ Infinite W^dom, 
Und sanctified by Infinite Love. During the whole of 
ber illness I know not that her nearest connections 
witnessed any thing which (tiey could even wieh had 
been otherwise. For several montlis, she was meeHi^ 
and patient, and thanlcftd in a moat eicemplary degree. 

Bear with me while I state a little mwe of the 
exercises of her mkid, as expressed diiefly to her 
listers. But why do this ? Not with a view to bietr 
commendation, but that you may see what the Lard 
did for her ; and truly he did mu<ih ! that you may 
feel your need <tf the blessings she mostr highly 
valued, and Imm that the great Audior of these blessh 
4ogB is able to bestow them on yott* 
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She 81^^ ^^ He giireth eternal life : yes ; htgiveth $ 
I am content to receive it as his gift--/r^e/y— a poor 
guilty creature ! — I am nothing, and have nothing-^ 
Christ is all." 

When in great pain, ^ae said to an attendant near 
her, ^^ O prepare for a death-bed ! » What should I 
do if I had no God to go to? You must have a God 
to go to.** 

At another time, whai in much pain and restless^- 
ness, one of her sisters said to her, '* My dear Martha; 
Hie Lord will comfort you :" her reply was full of 
feeling, '^ In his own time he will — He does comfort 
tiie ! He comforts me now ! " She continued witil 
great earnestness, ^* He does comfort me indeedJ^ 

She spoke thus: ^* If I perish, it shall be at the 
feet of Christ He never yet cast out any one who 
came to Him ; he will not begin with me. I know 
lie is able, and he is witling ; I am willing, but my 
heart is so hard, so cold ; but he has said, ^^ a new 
iieait will I ^ve/' She observed, " When I try to 
think, I am confused ; I cannot pray ; I caB say no^ 
thing, nothing but Jesus, Jesus I My prayers are 
liothing; my faith is nothing; Christ is all : he 
fihall have all the glory 1" indeed her constant 
aentiment of herself was, ^^ a poor, siniul, helpless 
creature:'' and of the ^iour, ^' Heis able^ He is 
mlUng, I will trust Him/' 

'She said to one of h^ sisters, ^' I wish I ha4 
4i^ken to you naore <m these subjects when I was 
wdl. i ^sometimes fear I have been a hypocrite iii 
the <lhurch^ but I will come to Christ naw^ I wish 
I could lay iiold on the promise, but I will patiently 
"waot : He will not cast me off." 

It was remarked to her, that Christ loves to pleaae 
God, and that it is the Father's will he should save 
«ii»evs ; «he teplied, ^* Yes; he sent him for this 
purpose— his own Son." On another occasion, 
*' O talk to me «f heaven ! The Lord is kind, very 
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kind* He is mcious. Free grace ! W^ catifiot 
conceive what tie hath prepared for them that love 
him." Reminded of God as the portion of his 
people, she said, '' Yes, their portion; th^ir portion 
lor ever, for ever and ev/er ! Thank you I thank 
you for bringing these things to my remembrapeei 
Yes, he will be our portion iov ever, and ever." 

When sitting at the window in a state of great 
.weakness, looking at tb^ beilutiful appearance, of 
nature, she adverted to.Rpusseau^, y^ho desired to 
be lifted up when dying that he might once more 
behold tlie sun which had so often delighted him : 
8 friend remarked to her, that Rousseau had no firm 
belief of a /i//2/7'e inheritance, and might well leave 
this with regret ; she replied, ^* Yes; but we have a 
better hope — a better hope^ 

Again she said, . ^^ I have a humble hope in his 
mercy, and ^ is enqugh ; a poor, helpless, sinful 
creature ! I do not deserve the assurance of hope, 
the joy which is given to. many ; I have been a re* 
bellious creature ! I have a humble hope in his mercy : 
I i^ill be content with thiW 

It pleased the Lord, however, to go bevond her 
expectation,, to revive her faith, and to afford her a 
happy degree of confidence and Joy. After spending 
a restless, painful night, dark to nature, but divinely 
illumined by the cheering influence of the blessed 
gospel ; she said , ta one of her sisters, and with the 
sweetest complacency of countenanqe and mannei^ 
'^I shall sleep in Jesjis! They that sleep in Jesus will 
God bring with )iim." " I shall rise with him ;" 
lifting up her feeble hand three times as she uttered 
the words, " 1 shall rise with him ;, rise with him a^ 
the resurrection of the just! I triumph in Christ* 
iPraise him, praise . . . ." . } 

Once, and I think only once, toward the close of 

* An infidel philQfoph«r» ^ . . ' 
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her illness, she expressed a fear lest she had rested 
on a false foundation, and was deceiving herself. 
One said to her, •* Voii trust in Christ :" shereplied» 
** I hope I do." Hcr,friend added, " My salvation 
is rested on him : / dare trust him : '^ she answered 
with readiness, and with the most afiectionate confi* 
dence, " And 7 dare; I dare tkust him/* 

The servant was not forgotten in these weeks of 
affliction. She was reminded of the value of her 
soul ; was admonished, with tender concern, to re* 
member her Creator in the days of her youth, and to 
prepare for death and eternity. 

Never shall I forget the interesting scene which is 
past ; never will the family forget it. Passing im« 
mediately under our observation, it has deeply im* 
pressed the mind, nor can the impression be effaced. 
God ^rant that the bereavement, with all its instruc* 
tive circumstances, may be, greatly blessed to surviv- 
ing relatives and friends ! May each member of thi^ 
church*, and of the congregation, be enabled to im* 
prove the event, and to derive important benefit from 
what has now been advanced ! You oee the abasing 
views which our sister had of herself. You perceive 
the exalted sentiments she had of Christ. In Mm 
was her refuge, her rest, her all ! 

Could you, my dear hearers^ have seen her listening 
with eager delight to the promises of the blessed 
gospel, her eye fixed with most affectionate intefest, 
her spirit drinking at the overflowing Fountain of 
eternal truth, amidst the faintings of dying nature, 
you tntist have been affected! Could you have heard 
her pale lips utter the word, "Happy! Happy!" 
amidst the distressing convulsions of her dissolving 
frame, you must have been convinced of the reality 
and worth of religious principle; you must have 

* The deceased had been a member of the Independent 
.Church at Cleck-Eaton about three. years: $he departed this 
li&^ June 27, 18 U. 
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tdmired the grae^ of the Redeemer, «o cenafrieuoiif 
in the seaaon of deepest trial. And surely, ui t)i9 
prosptct of your own diasolution, you must Wii 
earnestly desired the same hope, the fame support 
and omsolation. 

But I forbear. The hour h fast appfoaohing from 
which none can escape ; the solemn hour of deatU J 
Are you prepared to meet it? Christ i^ *^ able to 
save/' but do you feel your fiefd of salvation ? An 
you coming to Him, and rqceiving Mlvatyxi frooi 
Him i O that this may be the happy eifpeneuee of 
each, in health, in afBictioo, and in de^ ! 
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TO TBS SPIRIT OF A DEPARTED SISTER. 



IF eV-departed fij^rk coiacioqs gUnc'd 

One look on earth, or near its orb ad?anc'd ; 

And ligUt as oir-^as air unseen has mov'd. 

Still lingering near the frmnds on earth beloved— 

Thou purt Intelfigence, so lately fied. 

So lov'd in life, so deeply mourn'd when dead ; . 

Unfold th^ pinions on the hills of light. 

And wii^ thy downward way to earth and niglit 

Sister and frieitd! a mourner's call obey: 
Forego the songs of angels-*coroe away. 
O ! come> ahd listen to that faithful voice 
Which cheer'd thy aoid In death !*-*-^ 

Jlest in impenetrable shadows deep 
Thygroai»,wbichpierc'dmyhe«rt,d«tarb'dinydeep; 



* The reader will perceive the connection between these 
lines and the preceding discourse t they were written by a 
8bter of the dettastd on the s^me nMionilttl occasion. 



And ever as the morning light arose 

Chased from my bosom feelings of repose. 

Ko more, dear patient sufferer, shall a groan 

Or heave thy bosom or disturb my own. 

These tears by painful recollection mov'd^ 

Witness how much I priz*d--^how much I lov'd. 

Though painful was the task, and hard to part^ , 

I tried to veil thine image from my heart : 

This heart no longer able to endure. 

Sad recollections time alone can cure. 

Endear'd by all thy patience^-^^ thy pain*— 

Kindness and gentlenessr^ribe effort's vain* . f 

We look around — thy form* no more we see. 

But memory raises forms in vacancy ; 

Thy person and thy manner brings to mind«— 

Thy look benevolent— thy will resigned— . 

Thy heart with tender gratitude oppressed, ' 

Now "glistening in thme eye-^now half express*d«— . 

Now rising high to God — then would it fall 

In tributary thanks— on me-r-on'alL * : : 1 

■ < ■ 

• • * ^ 

* 

What kind solicitude my spirit movM 
When fondly bending o'er the fornji liov'd, , J 
Or kneeling by tbj pillow, gently tried. 
With sighs suppressed, to spe^k o( Him who died ^ 
With sad emotions struggling in 'my breast, . - ^ ^ i' 
Have sung, and smiled ; and sooth 'd thy soul to rest 
Have chased the'tears which oft unBid would flow. 
While fault'ring accents ill concealed my woe* , , 
0\ 'twas a hard^dcpeption-r-iiQ a breathy ^ 

A sigh,«< a Jtear, AisimiyA; tby; soulJiLik&th^ 
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Never, O never, can my heart forget 
Tby kind expressioDS, till it cease to beat ! ' 
The looks of love which Ulcered in thine eye, 
To which the spirit only can reply. 
And never be forgot those hopes that shed 
Their mild effulgence o^er thy dying bed ! 
Which to thy mourners ;gave reviving light 
Through many a gloomy day, and long—long night. 
When from their lips the word of promise filow'd, 
Thy countenance with hcav'nly brightness glow'd— 
Sweet word of promise which thy pardon sealed, 
And to thy faith eternal life revealed 1 

The last Expressions trembling on thy tongue 
Were — " Jesus — pity-^Lord of Life, how long 
** Will thy salvation tarry? Thee I trust — 
** In Thee I triumph — and with all the jus^ 
^' Join'd at the Resurrection, shall arise, 
" And reign with Thee." 



When from thy lifeless form the spirit fled. 
And left it numbered with the silent dead ; 
Unusual ftelings swell'd my labVing breast — 
I saw thee dying, and I saw thee bless'd ! 
The seeming calm of resignation stole, 
With deep, deep shadows o'er my torpid soul : 
'Twas tixe sad pause of feeling ! Then it rushed 
Full on my heart, mi from my eye-lids gushed. 
Prostrate I fell befi|§.that sacred Throne, 
Whose high Decree ^are sovereign and alone--^- 

VOL. 3ft, z 
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Whose Spirit gave, whose Word recalled thy bi^atb^ 
Whose PVoinbe cheer'd thee in the vale of death. 
If ever sorrow shed a genuine tear, 
It fell, dear Martha ! tr^nbliog oh thy bier« 

Bound ^y a mournful proniisie to abide, _ 
In thy last moments, faithful to thy side ; 
!Por all my watching, tenderness, and care 
So freely exercised, one service spare-^ 
When itoy own eyes shall close on all below, 
And wherte thou art vtiy willing feet shall go ; 
Stand thou the foremost on that heav'nly shore. 
And whisper to my heart — " We part no morgP* 



THE ENDi 
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Is. or 108. 6d. per doi^ea. 

A PORTRAIT of the late Rev. EDW, WILLIAMS, 
to. D. ; engraved by Wcdgwooil, from an original Painting 
by Allingham. Price 1 5s. Proems \L Is. 

A HOPEFUL YOUTH FALLING SHORT of 
Heaven I by Ac Rcv. Isaac Watis^ D.D> 33mo. 
Price 6d« ^ewed^ or Is. neatly bound. 

An EXPOSITION of the fePISTLE to the HE- 
BREWS ; with the preliminary Exercitations. By John 
OWsN) D*D. Revised and abridged, wilh a full and in- 
teresting Life of the Author^ a copious. Index, 8cc., by the 
Rev. Eow^WitUAMs, D. D.: including Two Iietters, the 
f one to Dr. Pbibstley, and the other to Mr. David Levi, 

respecting this Work. 4 vols. 8va. new edition* 

The WORKS of PRESIDENT EDWARDS, coit^fete; 

with Q«}casional Notes on '.contr«?ejtted Subjects, aad an 

f accume, copkus Indext by Edw. Williams, .D. D. 

6 vols* royal 8vo« 4L 4s« 

/ MEMOIRS of the Life, Experience, and Character of 
PRESIDENT EDWARDS. By Dr. Hopkins of Ame* 
rrca. Revised, correcltd, atid enlarged, by Edw. Wil- 
1 tlAMSiD.D. 15mo. 

' The WHOLE WORKS of the Rev. ISAAC WATTS, 

D.D.; with a Life and Portrait. In 9 vols. 8vo. 
4/. 14S. 6d, boards. A few copies on royal paper^ 6/. 6s» 

F boards. 

' . . ■ It 

PHiEDO, a Dialogue on the Immortality ofliie Soul. 

Translated from the Greek of Plato, by Tt R. Joliffb, 

£sq. A* M. 8vo. los. 6d« boards. 
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